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PREFACE. 



The Directors of the London Miaaionary Society, considering it 
a. duty which they owe to themselves, to the Society, and to the 
whole Christian world, to publish the fullest and most accurate- 
account, which they have been abl^ to obtain, of the proceedings 
against the late Rev. John Smith of Demerara, proceed to re- 
deem the pledge to that effect, given in the Missionary Chronicle 
for May, 1824. 

A copy of the Minutes of the Evidence on the Trial of Mr. Smith,- 
■with the Warrant, Charges, and Sentence, was laid before the House 
of Commons on the 23d of March last, and was subsequently 
printed by order of the House. Another Copy of the Proceed- 
ings was sent over from Demerara, for the information of the 
Directors, by Mr. AimiNDELL, the counsel employed on behalf 
of Mr. Smith. On comparing these two documents, it appeared, 
that the former was deficient in many particulars essential to a just 
comprehension of the nature of the proceedings ; and the Directors 
have therefore adopted, aa the text (tf ;he following narrative, the 
copy transmitted by Mr. Arrindell, with the exception of the first 
day's proceedings, which are taken from the parliamentary copy ; 
and also, with the exception of the Assistant Judge- advocate's reply, 
which is taken froln a copy obligingly furnished to the Directors 
by order of the Secretary of State for' the colonial department. 
The Directors have to observe, that, on receiving the Copy of the 
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Proceedings transmitted to them from Demeirara, they immediately 
offered it for perusal to the colonial department ; but that offer 
was pcJitely declined. 

In comparing the present publication with the Parliamentary 
Copy, attention will naturally be drawn to the Evidence, documeti' 
tary and parole y to the Defence of Mr. Smith, and to the Notes 
which are appended to nariovs part* of the proceedings. 

I. or the documentary evidence prodaced on the trial, nothing 
is given in the Parliamentary Copy, except the extracts from Mr. 
Smith's private Journal, which the prosecutor thought fit to read; 
and the letter from Mr, Smith t»tb»slaTe, Jackey Reed. 

With regard to the Journal, as the whole of it was before the 
Court, the Directors apprehend that, at least, a complete copy of it 
^sht to have been transmitted ta His M^esty'&GroTemm^t, 1m4 
before the Honorable. House of Commons, and comipunicated to 
the parties a^rieved by these proceedings ; but they undeistaod.it 
to be still detained by the colonial authorities ; and, although the 
Directors would earnestly desire that the whol^ (though never in- 
tended for communicalion to any person) should now. be submitted 
to public inspection, convinced, aa they are, that it would greatly 
redound to M?. Sijaith's credit ; yet, they are only, abje. to'give (he 
flam^ passages which are to be fou^d iu the Pariiamentftcy Copy. 

The tetter to Jackey Reed .is numbered, seven, in tlie pariia- 
mentarf copy, and occurs at page 51 of thigi compilation. The 
otl;^:, documents,, with their corresponding numbers, wilt be fount) 
aflptigth in the ensuiiig^ pages, as follow: — 

Mo, P««e ■' 

!• S FisteaTa Onter to.Eh-. M'HwK 1919. 

»■ — ) Bo. B». t^UriSflniOt, 

■A :f3: Ma.Siudk'«Letter,toDr, V;Tuik.. 

4i 34 TI)4lM)4m%I^^GoverneF'aOrd«ft l^Vay,,L823. 

&_ 3t> I^Td. UvrnfoaVsOiiex,. ISU . 

6. 69, ^^IffnjiMwh^of UarttM, Law,. ISth. 44igu«t^ 1823. 

a 94, Letterj.WU. Hamiltpnto.Dr..M;'Turk,.L8I9. 

10 — EefilyoEDr.M'Turk., 

11 9& I^ette-f of Mr. Stewart to Mr. Smith, requesting hi^.interr 
ference with the Slavei>, 1822. 
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12 99 Lelter «f Mr. Stewart to Hi. Smith. 

13 Letter, Do. to Do. 

14 104 CerliBcateby Messrs. Donald and Hamilton, 1820. 

15 107 Offer of Land for a Chapel, by Mr. Reed, 1622. 

29 133 Petition by Mr. Smith, to the IJeutenant-Governor, fur 
leare to bu^d a Chapel, and Ord^r thereof 1822. 

30 134 tetter from J. O. Abbott to Mr. Smith, respecting the 
condact of a Slave, IS?S. 

Of tbe< docamentB moK brietly nfktted n m ihe eiMtiMg' sfteMs, 
it raa.f be suAoenC to obaerve, ihst No. 98, mentioner} in' pt T3f , 
contamed tde tnsCruetiorrs fhira tb& LonAin Misdienftrf Society'; 
thematfrktt pan of which, is tobeteoM) in tlte j|>petidix, p-. I9SL 
Nth 0, nentioaed itv p>. dS^ weuf am opdsr b|f Df. ST'Ttarhy 
idkdTe » the SnnU-fKnc. No. 16w(t" ^^ '^^ Smiory's letter, 
lespectiilg the price of Biblae, &c. Nos. 17 and 1% A«- nto Cat^ 
ebbnm, Noa. L9 M £7, amt No. SI, CKlHeiies of good eondvct, 
gmt) by TarioiM mumgerB of egntes nv shrtes, fer EhvpUVpfmef 
Ibeir tHnng bopfizcd by Mr. SmitHi ThKe dDcmnentt H nr tiM 
i i ec^ow ry lo- notice more' puticalorly. 

One apecMB of evkleiie^ ifsBcfc ft may ftCcriled, iff.iWjt ooritecl 
' ia thft c«p7'fontwdted to the Kreetofs: It appear^' hf^Fk^S' 
mentBrfCapjy p, 31, thac, atthedJOm of iftfe ' pfwwiatibtf of JMr. . 
Stoith, fi** *«ui»B»fla "viwe Wdi oTcrtti the CoMr^ by tieA«isb- 
aat Jtt(^^;eHuko«aK,'*'eennuflfng-certiR6d cc^ttbfroFtftt chargcfftatA 
aeatOKevagaiistifiTe'^Tes-. KfYaet tliose chitrg«9 and' aemetttM 
«n«4 iffnslSMtcd; amf whAl^beoring'tliPfcotrU Btife-oirthe-case 
o£B^ Staitfaj tciBhonl to concave'. 

' 3.'7tte M^nof Ae'/mroft nMefim', b» Kere gJVA^ VBri63}in 
snwttl TaBp&fM, ifom titaf comKinecMti-tbenirtinmnttiffCbpy-: 
Tbe laUU^ Ity omittiH^ alP the qtKSthns on tftft' eXamfiniribn fat 
(Aae^ gTVe9«niHipreesion'i YeryA(rfl-om'eontteP,6rtBeg«iiA^dI&ct. 
Stwend*' qaeBHona ifwe Fejticted'bytlle Cbwt ',■ dVeac (fo noT^ipesr 
mthe FlirfiMiientary Cbpy; bor wift be Itjittd* ifl- t!l« foByiriiqr 
ptgtm, 4, 39, *d, 96, .109, 19^ PfS^ IH, FK, MT, 199,- 19F. OT 
ttifese^ the'lnosk iniportuit seem to be the qnenronB-in pB^ ¥19, 
1'17, addtesaed to-Mt. EUieti^ respecdng tlw dfeeioratiom-wfrrdi Rfh 
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Smith made in his presence, long before llie alleged revolt, to Mr. 
Stewart, uid even to the Fiscaal himself. Omissions and varia- 
tions in the evidence given, occur m pages 18, 19, 24, 25, 2G, 31 , 5,2, 
54, 97, 101, 105, &c. These, as well as the questions rejected, are 
marked in italics : of their importance, the reader will judge. The 
declarations hy Mitchell and Dose, in pages 52 and 53, that they 
were not Christians, are material ; as is that inade by Elizabeth, 
page 47, that she did not know how old ulie was. The circum- 
stances which occurred in the examination of Mr. Reed, (p. 107) ; 
the stopping of Mr. Austiit, when about to relate a particular 
fact, (p. Ill); the manner inwhich the latter gentleman was com- 
pelled (p. 112) to give heresay evidc9>'ce ; tlie injunction to Mr. 
Elliott (p. 116) not to give such evidence; and the reprimand 
given to Mr. Smith (p. 117, note') on a similar subject; will, doubt- 
less, he r^arded as illustrative of the real spirit in which the trial 
, was conducted. 

3. The Directors have deemed it essential to justice, that the 
passages erased from the defence by the direction, or, at the request, 
of the Court, should be replaced. More especially have they 
restored all those citations fr^m Holy Writ which were so appro-; 
priately urged by a minisier of the Grospel, and which formed' so 
power^l an answer to the charges with which bs was assailed. 

4. For a similar reason, they have carefully retained the notes, 
appended by Mr. Smith himself, to various parts of the proceed- 
ings, as i)lustrating many points in the evidence, and, as evincing, 
throughout, the Brmness of conscious innocence and integrity. 

To the Report of the proceedings, it has been thought proper 
that an Appendix should he added, which mi^t complete the his- 
tory of thia lamentable case. Therein will be seen what were the 
thoughts of Mr. Smith, at the moment that the disturbance amofig 
the staves was going on. His letters written at that period, in the' 
confidence of friendship, and one of them unBnished, evidently, 
show how completely his conscience was void of o^nce. His; 
statement to the Fiscaal establishes the important fact, that he was 
not apprehended on any information as an evil-doer^ but was. . 
arrested with circumstances of great bnitality, on vague and malig- 
nant suspicion, by a neighbour who was on ill ttfms with him, and 
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wlto was eager lo display the " lUtle brief amhoriiy" with which he 
conceived himself to be invested under Martial Law. The letters 
of Mr. Smith, written after his harsh sentence, and while the grave 
was opening beneath his feet, breathe the calmness and piety of a 
Christian, and cannot be read without deep emotion. Mn. Smith's 
ailidavit explains that, which in a legal point of view needed no 
explanation, the meeting between Mr. Smith and Quamina on the 
20th of August; a meeting, in which the slightest degree of crimi- 
nality was not proved on the trial to have existed, and which this 
affidavit shows to have been wholly without the shadow of blame 
on the part of the pious minister. The statements made by Mrti_ 
Smith and Mrs. Elliott are of a nature, on which the Directors 
will not trust themselves to remark; but they certainly form main 
features in a history, which is stamped throughout with the cliarac-^ 
ters of persecution. Lastly, the Directors have thought fit to sub- 
join to the other documents of the case, the humble Petition which 
they felt it their duty to address to the House of Commons. The 
Public will judge whether that Petition is not fully borne out by 
th^ facts appearing on the &ce of the present publication. Assur- 
edly, the Directors did not mean to come before a branch of the 
L^slature hastily, unnecessarily, or without the utmost deference 
and respect; but th^y did feel that they were irresistibly called 
upon to avow, their firm and conscientious belief in the innocence 
of Mr. Shitu, and humbly to claim, from the wisdom and huma- 
nity of the national representatives, justice to the memory of a 
pious and persecuted man ; and protection to all others, who engage, 
like him, in the blessed work -of, spreading Christianity among the 
heathen. 

GEO. BURDER, 
Sec». 
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PROCEEDINGS 



Held at the Colony<House in George Town, on Monday, the IStU 
day. of October, 1823, by Tirtue of a Warrant, and in pursu-. 
ance of an Order of His Excellency Major-general JohhMub- 
ftAT, LieCtenant-goTemor and Commander-in-chief in and 
over the United Colony of Oemerara and Essequibo^ &c ba 



PRESIDENT. . 

lieu ten ant- Colonel Steprih AaxBua Goodman, 

ija\f'pVf 4Stb" ReKiment, aud Commandant AT Ibe GeorgO To#tf 

Brigade of MiSli*. 

MEMBEkS. 

■ iiienteiiant-cokiiiel Cuaklbs Wkay, Militia Sfaff. 

Captain Thomas VKilLiah Stswakt, 1st West India Regiment; 
' Captain RrcHAAD Daniel; Rof a) North Britiih Fosileen. 

C^l^n Thohas FAtRWEATAER, Rojal Kortb Britbh Fnslleen: 

Lteutenant Thohis CochAaHe Hahiill, Bojal Nrath BKtIib Faiileen. 

Lieutenant John Croftor Peddie, R'ojal North BHtith Fuii)ee». 

Second Lieulenant CAaklejS O'Haka Bdot|i, Bojal North British f'nriken. 

Captain William KillikellY, Half-pay 6th West India Regiment, Dcpntj 
A Mutant QnartcT-Mastc'-Gcuei^- 

taplaia Colin Campbul, Royal Norlii Britidi Fuslecrs. 

Captain Lewis CuARiEs A^t^uvi, Rojal North British Fiuilecte.' 
. Lientenant Robert GR,EO«,'4tli'or King's Own R^uuent. 

l,Jeilt«Ba|it WilltAk Howb Ubnnis, Royd Aitillety. 

Second Ueatenant AlexandeK Gckbuon, Royal Engineers. 

SeeoDdlJBtteBUtRoREJtTANSTRurHEa, Rojal Noftlt Britibb fntiJMn. 



XH& WarrantB oi Hih Eicellency Major-general Jobk MtraaATj 
lieulemiit-govemo^ and comaiand0t-in-«bief in and over tlie anked 
colony of Deme^ara and Esseqiliho, &c. 9ec. at)p<HntiDg Lieuteaont 
Colonel Stefbck A»TRUR Qo^dmam, half-pay 48th le^ment, and 
commandant of the Geoi^ Town brif^de of militia, president of, and 
His Hononr VfcToa Amadius Hkliokb, to be jodg« advocate, and 
Richakd CREsea, esqf, Robekt Phipps, esq., and J. L.' ShriK, jaa.^ 



esq., to act aa asiigtant judge adacBtes to a general eonrt-maftialy 
ordered to aasenible it the coloiiyVouBe in Gco^ Town, on Hon&j 
the 13di iiutant, at teAro'cIock, fof tW{tliid'cf Bach pnBQ|ie» aB sfaau 
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then and there be brought before it, faaTing been read in preience of the 
prisoner. 

The Prisoner, having been asked whether he had any cause of chal- 
lenge or objection to any of the members ? answered, " No." 

The Court .was then duly sworn, and proceeded to the trial of Jo&H 
Smith, a missionary, on the following 

CHARGES, 
preferred against him, by order of His Excellency Major-general John 
Murray) lieutenant-goTemor and commander-in-chief in and over tha 
united colony of Demerara and Essequibo, Sec. &c. &c. 

I. — FOR that he the said John Smith, long previous to and ifp to the 
time of a certain revolt and rebellion, which broke out in this colony, 
on or about the I8th of Augustnowlastpast, did promote, as far asm 
him lay, discontent and dissatisfaction in the minds of the negro slaves 
towards their lawful masters, managers, and overseers, he, the said John 
Smith, thereby intending to excite the said negroes to break out in such 
open revolt and rebellion agajnst the authority of their lawful masters, 
managers, and overseers, contrary to hb allegiance, and against the 
peace of our Sovereign Lord the King, his crown and dignity. 

II. — For that he the said John Smith, having, about the 17th day of 
Angust last, and on divers oiher days and times theretofore preceding, 
advised, consulted, and corresponded with a certain negro named 
Quaraina, touching and concematg a certain intended revolt and rebel- 
lion of the negro slaves within these colonies of Demerara and Esse- 
quibo ; and further, after such revolt and rebellion had actually com- 
menced, and was in a course of prosecution^ he, th^ said John Smith, 
did furdter aid and assist in lueh rebellion, by advising, consulting, and 
corresponding, touching the same, with the said negro Quamina ; to wit, 
on the 19th and 20th August last past, he, the said John Smith, then 
well knowing such revolt and rebellion to be in progress, and the said 
negro Quamma to be an insut^ent engaged therein. 

III. — For that he, the said John Smith, on the I7th August last past, 
and for a certain period of time thereto preceding, having'come to the 
knowledge of a certain revolt and rebellion, intended to take place 
within this colony, did not make known the same to the proper authori- 
ties, which revolt and rebellion did subsequently take place ; to wit, dd 
or about the I8th of August now last past. 

IV. — For that he, the said John Smith, after such revolt and rebellion 
had taken place, and during the existence thereof, to wit, on or about 
Tuesday and Wednesday the 19th and 20th of August now last past, 
was at Plantation Le Resouvenir in presence of and. held communication 
with Quamina, a negro of Plantation Success, he, the said John Smith, 
then well knowing the said Quamina to be an insurgent engaged therein, 
and that he, the said John Smith, did not use his utmost endeavours to 
suppress the same, by securing or detaining the said insurgent Quamina, 
as a prisoner, or by giving information to the proper authorities, or 
o^rwiae, but, on the contrary, permitted the saia insurgent Quamina 
to go at large and depart, without attempting to seize and detain him» 
and without giving any information respecting him to the proper 
autboritiet, against the peace of our Sovenngn uwd the King, hii crown 



(md dignity, and against the laws id Torce in this colony, and in defiance ' 
of the proclamation of martial law, isBued by His Excellency the lien- 
tenant-governor. 

To these charges the Prisoner pleaded Not Guhtt. 

The Prisoner having requested the indnlgence of the Court, In order' 
to procure the assistance of counsel, the Court adjourned nntU to-mor- 
row morning at ten o'clock. 



SECOND DAY, Uth OCTOBER, 1823. 

The Court having met, pursuant to adjournment, the Judge Adro- ' 
cate addressed the Court as follows : 
" May it please the Court; 
" Previous to my proceeding to the proof of the charges which have been 
preferred by rae against the prisoner, I feel it necessary tO make a brief 
atatement of ,the case, in order to facilitate the proof of the charges 
ao preferred, 1 shall first adduce in evidence, that the prisoner, even 
from the beginning of his' arrival in this colony, has begun to interfere 
with the complaints of the different negroes upon the estates in the 
district where he has been admitted as a regular missionary. I shall 
further adduce evidence, that this interference has not only related' 
to the negro population and thek management, but also with 
re^d to the acts and deeds of me coastituted authorities of this 
cojony^ that this Vind ot interference has created discontent aod 
.4.issa,tislhctton ?ipiongst that part, yiz. the negro population of this 
colony; that even his opinion of the oppression under which they 
laboured brought him to that point, tKat he thought it necessary to- 
espotmd to them such parts of the holy Gospel entirely relative to the 
oppressed state in which be considered them to be. It shall fur^r 
appear to you in evidence, that this has led at lost to breaking asun-: 
der the ties which had formerly united master and slave; and that 
open revolt was fte consequence of this state 9f discontent in which' 
they had been brought. It will also appear, that before the revolt 
broKe out, the prisoner was aware, not only of the intended rebellion' 
to take place, not only several days before, but also on the day imme-' 
dieUely preceding the breaking out of the revolt. It shall be proved 
that it was not only a bare knowledge of this revolt, but that he' 
even did advise and consult them as to the difficulties which they, the 
negroes, would have to encounter from his majesty's troops, and from 
the white iirii^itants of the colony. It shall be proved that, with this 
knowledge on his mind, he never gave any commuaication to the con-' 
stituted authorities on this subject ; that on the day of the revolt, 
the prisoner was in town, but that he left town without having' 
made that disclosure, whic^, as a faithful and loyal subject, he' 
was bound to do : not only this, but it shall be also proved, that 
during the prosecution of the revolt, not only not any attempt was' 
mode of any disclosure on his side, but that immediately after the' 
revolt, on the first and second day the prisoner did correspond with 
one of the insurgents at the time when he well knew that that insurgent 
was in open rebellion ; not only that he did correspond with him; 
A 3 
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" ti^faeOTm did not «t^mpt to secaK thM insurgent prio.f^wetadt 
" DO^celotheconstitvti^autbonttes.bj; which thiitiiiBui^ntcguld hay e 
" beien laid liold of; that thtnrgfa, perhaps, the Prisoner, at the moment, 
" might have fonod^pi^ difficu^;y'of coayeying this intelligence to the 
" proper ttutfaoriLj, that obstnicUou ot difficulty vis entirely take^ 
" aw&T op the ^olfoiring day, when a detachment of Militia arrived at 
" the dwelU^g of the pnaoner, and by which he was enabled to give such 
" information as a loyal subject he was obliged to give. 

" This, gentlemen, is abriefjitatementof the case; and, according tn; 
<< liie course vh^b, m calling of the Evidence, I intend to pursue." 

^o^RN Stewart, Manager of Plantation Success, called and 
swofh. Emamtned by the JupcE Advocate. 

What is your name f — John Stewart. 

What are .yoal — Hana^r of Plantation Succ.egs,. 

Do you 4uiow the Prisonerl — Yes. 

Po you kpow hia hand- wri ting ?—¥e>, I do. 

Do ;au b^^ve this to be his hand-writing ? — (Here a boiA, which Kad 
heenjbmd in the Prisoner's house, waj produced and shewn to ike witness, 
who exantaied it and then answered) — It js hiit hand-writing. 

Wh^t rea^n have you to know his hand-writing ? — He has frequently 
Mfiilten lettere to me to get up things by the boat. 

Cross-examined: by the Pbisones, 

Did you ever see me write?— I cannot say I ever did. 

Ho)< then can yqu swear that the content^ of that book are in my 
faand-writing? — (Not aUotped to he put; the Court sdid it j/Jas already 
pamoered.) 

Extracts from the Book read. 

Judge ADyocATE.—" The first page in this Book is inscribed at- 
JfrflowBt" 

" A Journal, containing Tarious Occurrences at he Resouvenir, Dema- 
." rary. Commenced in March, 1817, by John Smith, Missionary." 

On page 3, under the date of " Sunday, March 30, 1817." " Preached 
." at seven in the morning, from ihe xcii Psalm, 1 and 2 verses. Mr.- 
" Wray preached at eleven, from John v. verae 39. After which, we 
" called those, who had been formerly members, together, "niis wa» 
.'* considered the most proper time for settling all old quarrels; several 
" husbands and wiyes had separated ; some were Jealous, and com- 
'' plained of being abused for reproving disorderly brethren ; Jingo, ia 
V paiticnlar, had a sad tale to tell; he had taken a wife on another 
'' estate; and the manager b&d forbidden his going to see h&r. Tb^ 
*' tale was too long, therefore it was put off. Betty, Jingo's wife, came 
'^ Co oiir bouse, and brought har husband with h^r. The examinatio9 
." took place' before mjself, Mrs- S. and Mr, Wray: Jingo's wife 
^ alled^d, that her husbaad wanted anotiier wife. Jingo stud he found. 
" his wife with another man. She said Jingo went with another woman, 
" It appeared, they were both in fault; and, atler an hour's talking, they 
" were re-married by Mr. Wray, They promised to live together again, 
" 1 hope they may. Betty can go to Jingo, though he cannot go to her, 
" misBionary must, in many instances, act the part of a civil tnagistrate.'' 



Voder tbe date of " Sundaif, Jul;/ 6, 1817," on page 12, itandi ^* 
AJlowing passage : 

" Wtule at dinner, at half past three o'clock, Luctnda cagie' witt % 
•" very sorrowful couatenaDce/' and, havine; related the mischief done 
by a rat to her Bible, the Jouraal proceeds ia the following manner: 
" Luoinda is a member of the church, and much affected wiui the gps* 
'" pel. She is an old woman, and, though her manager tells her not ta 
■" come to church, she tells him she will come, even if he cuts her throat 
-" for it." The neitt passage, " Friday, Atigust 8, 1817," runs as fol- 
lows : — " A great number of people at chapel i from Gen. xv, v. 1 ; hav- 
^ mg passed over the latter part of ctjapter 13, contEuning a promise o( 
" [deliverance from]" (these words mere legible, though the pen had been, 
drawn tfiTougk them) "the land of .Canaan. 1 was apprehensive diat 
" the n^^oes might put such a cttnstru^ion upon it as I would not wish, 
'' for I tell them, that iome of the promises, ^c. which are made to 
-" Abraham and others, will apply to the Christian state. It is eagiei to 
" make a wrong impression oa their minds than a right one." 

" August ZQth, 1817," page 16. " The negroes of Success have 
." complained to me lately of excessive labour, and very severe treats 
" ment. 1 told one of their overseers, that 1 fought they would work 
'' their people to death." 

September 13, 1817," page 17. " This evening a negro, belonging 

'' to the [ ] (scratched out and illegible) came to me, saying, the 

'" managfr was so cruel to him he could not bear it. According to the 
f m^n's account, some time back, (two or three years) he, wiUi a few 
f others, made complaint of the same thing to the Figcaal; on which- 
" account, the manager has taken a ^eai dislike to him, and scarcely 
" ever meets him, without cursing him as he passes by. The punish- 
f* ment, which he inflicts upon him, dreadfully severe; for every little 
'* thing he flogs him. 1 believe Ned to be a quiet hanuless man. I 
'' think he does his work very wpll. A manager told me himself, that 
" he had punished many negroes merely to spite Mr. Wray. 1 believe 
" the laws of justice, which relate to the negroes, are only known by 
" name here, for while 1 am writing this, the driver is floggihg the peo- 
'' pie, neither manager nor overseer near." 

" Monday Morning, Jvne 30, 1818." As follows: — " Having gone 
'" tl^rough a regular course of preaching upon the Epistle to the Ephe-. 
' f sians, Ae First Epistle of Peter occurred to my mind, as bemg very 
-" suitable in their present circumstances. The Apostle seems to have 
-" vmtten for the comfort of Christians, who were scattered and perse- 
" cnted, which is the case with our people. After seeking divine 
-" direction In this matter, 1 felt a determination to pursue my plan; 1 
" preached from 1 Peter, chap, i, verse 1. 1 suppose we had about 
-" 150 hearers. After service, 1 had some conversation with some of oar 
" people upon the subject of my discourse." 

" Friday, July 10th, IS18." " This evening Emanuel and Bristol, 
" from Chateau Margo, came to make a complaint against Cufiee of 
." Success. They stated, that he had used some very ^usive b.n|:uage 
'" to Emanuel ', 1 declined hearing the tale out until I can see Cuf^e." 

" Sunday, 19th July, 1818. Many flying showers this morning ; rain 
" fell pretty heavy. I felt my spirit move within me at the prayer- 
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* meeting, by heariog one of tite n^roes praying, most afTectionately, 
" that Ood would overrule Uie opposition which the planiers nkake to' 
" religion, for his own glory. In such an nnafibcted straia he breathed 
" out his pious complaint, and descended to so many particularB of 
" the various arts, which are employed to keep them from the house 
" of God, aijid to punish them for their religion, that I could not help 
" thinking, that the time is not far distant, when the Lord wilt make it 
" manifest, hy some signal judgn^ent, (tiBt he has heftrd the cry pf jhe 
" oppr.essed. Exodus, iii. v. 7 and 8-" 

" March22, 1819. While writing thig, my yen he^rt flutters at 
" hearing the almost incessant cracking of the whip. Having juac 
" finished reading Mr. Walker's Letters on the West Indies, I have 
** thought muidi of die treatment of the negroesj and, likewise, of the 
*^ state of their minds. It appears to me very probable, ths^t ere long 
" they wiH resent the injuries done to them. I should think it my duty, 
" to 'state my opinion,' respecung this, to some of the rulers of the. 
" colony, but am fearfVil, from the conduct of the Fiscaal, in this late 
" aSair of Uie negroes being vorked on Sundays, that they would be 
*' more'sblintous to silence me, by requiring me to criminate some in- 
" difldual, than to redress the wrongs done to the slave, by ditigeptly. 
" watching the conduct of the planters themselves, and brloging them 
'' to justice, (widiont the intervention of missionaries) when they detect, 
" taat abuses of the law ^ frequently take place." 

" 17(4 November, 182!. Yesterday evening we had not mor« thai) 
" fifty at the chapel ; indeed, 1 cannot expect many more, till the co0ee ' 
" and cotton are gathered in : the people have scarcely any time to eaf. 
" their food; diey have none to cook it; eating, for the most part, raw. 
" yellow plantains. This would be bearable for a time ; but to work at 
" that rate, and to be perpetually flogged, astonishea me that they wil^ 
" submit to it." 

" 21si October, 1822. Just returned from another fruitless journey, 
" have been for the answer to my petition, but was again tola, by the 
" governor's secretary, that his excellency had not given any order upon, 
" It, but that 1 might expect it to-morrow. I imagine the governor. 
*' knows not how to refuse, with any colour of reason, but is determined 
" to give me as much trouble as possible, in the hope that I shall weary 
" of applying, and so let it drop ; but his puny opposition shall not suc- 
" ceed in that way, nor in any other ultimately, if I can help it. ! 
" that this colony should be governed by a man, who sets his face 
" against the moral and reli^ous improvement of. the negro slaves ! 
" But he himself is a party concerned, and no doubt solicitous to per~ 
" petuate the present cruel system ; and to that end, probably, adopts 
" the commop, though [most*] i^lse notion, that the slaves must be kept 
" in hrutat ignorance. Were the slaves generally enli^tened, they must 
" and would be better treated." 

" lOth November, 1822. Jackey.ofDochfour, and Peter, of the Hope, 
" came into the house, evidently much depressed in mind, to relate 
" what they conceived an unexampled case of persecution. It was, iif 
" brief, tjiat their respective managers, under a show of frieridly faipi- 

* Original " not." 
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" liarity. accosted the Chriitian negroeB with tavntiilg joked, (in' tbd 
" subject of religion, in presence of the heathen negroes, representing 
" that their profession was on]y hypocitsy. and, that a triQing consideix 
" ation would prevail with them to abandon it; for which reasOD, diey 
" ought to be treated with scorn and contempt. By Diabolism, some of 
" these poor negroes had been provoked to adopt language in amannw 
" said to be disrespectful; and, for this insolence, diey had b^en rft- 
" peatedly flogged and confined ta the stocks!! The complainants 
" wanted to know what they were to do in such a case. I advised them 
" .accordingly." 

" Monday, 25th Novemher, 1823. Attended once more, for the last 
" time, for the answer to my petition. J think 1 may fairly conclude th« 
" goveraor does not intend to give an answer. It woidd be, perhaps^ 
" best to wait a few weeks, and, should no answer then be given, (and 
" the secretary's assistant promised to let me know in case any order 
" was upon it,) to write him upon the subject. Here, as in many othec 
" cases, I feel the want of a christian friend and counsellor. We have 
" missionaries from the same society, but, fortunately for the colony, 
" though unfortunately for the cause of religion and just rights, the 
" governor and the court have bought them, the one foi 100 joes, ths 
" other for 1200 guilders per annum." 

" 2ZdMay, 1823. Finding it necessary for my health to takd more 
" exercise than I have been accnstomed to do, I have not had time to 
" continue my Journal,, as I could have wished; besides, the uncom- 
" fortable state of my health, has disinclined me for writmg: but, as it 
" appears to me that serioud evils ore likely to result from &e measures 
" which the governor is adopting, respecting the slaves attending chapel, 
" I think it wilt not be amiss to note down such circumstances as may 
" come to my knowledge." 

" While at breakfast this morning, I rec^ved a communication frottl 
" the bnrgher captain, inclosing a {irinted circular- from the governor, 
" containing, on one side, an extract from a letter of Lord Liverpool 
" to Governor Bentinck, dated 15th October. 1811 ; and, on the other 
" side, a command written by the colonial secretary,- in the name of - 
" Governor Murray, explaining it to their own taste. The substance 
" of this communication is to persuade the planters, not to allow the 
" slaves to attend chapel on Sunday, without a pass ; and, in an indirect 
" manner, not to allow them to come at all in the evening ; and even oft 
" a Sunday to send an overseer with the slaves, as judges of the doc- 
" trine we preach. The circular appears to me desired to throw an 
" impediment in the way of the slaves receiving mstruction, under 
" colour of a desire to meet the wishes or rather comply with the com- 
" mands of his Majesty's Government (See the circular amongst other 
" government papers.'j 

" 9fA June, 1823. Several whites were present, professedly as spies." 

" 21d June, 1823. Isaac of Triumph came in to ask, whether the 
" governor's new law, as he called it, forbid the slaves meeting together 
" on the estates to which they belonged, in an evening, for the purpose 
" of learning the catechism. Their manager, he said, had threatened 
' to punish £em, if they held any rneeting. I informed him, that the. 
" Uv gave the manager no such power, and that it had nothing to do 
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'' with that lubject; ^tili I advised him to give !t lip, rather ^n givp' 
** offence and be puniBhed ; and to take care to ask fot their passes 
" early on Sunday morain^, and come' to the chapel to be catechi»ed." 

<' 7th July, 1823. Mr. Elliott has juet left oar house; he camfi 
*' merely to ^'£ us, vhich T regai'd as a kindnesB. I was glad to hear 
" be had, at length, commenced evening pteachtne, once a week, on the 
" cMst; OH a' Thursday evening. It appears me same impediments 
** are thrown in the way of instructing the negroes on the weat coaat,- 
" aa on the east; and it w31 be so ai long as the present system pre- 
" vails, or, rather, exists." 

" IKA Jnli/, 1823. Mrs. De Florimont,' and her two daughters,- 
** called to taJce leave of us; they ai^ going tcr Holland. Mrs. De Flo- 
^' ilmont says, she Is uncertain as to their icAirh to the coteny. Hamil- 
" ton the manage! came iA with them. His conversation immediatel^r 
" mmed upon me new regdlatioQd, which ar& expected to be in force.- 
" He declared, that if he was prevented 'h)£;^g wi ftoAen, he would 
. " keep them in solitary confinement, without food, if they were not 
" punctual with their work. He, however, comfbrted himself in the' 
" belief|.'tb«t the project of Mr. Canning will never be carried into 
^ ^ti%et, aaclui'dtia Icertably agree with him. The rigours of negro- 
" slavery^ I believe, can never be mitigated: the system must be' 
" ab^Hshed." 

■* 18M August, 1823. Barly this moming I went to town, to consult 
" Dr. Robsoa on the state of my health." 

Mr. BosD called and twor/i* 

What is yonr name? — Edmund Bond. 

■Where do yo« reside?— In New Amsterdatp, Berbice. 

'Vou work m Beibice in seyeral places ?~I have oo settled damtcUiura/ 
i work as a carpent^ in several pnces. 

Did you ever wotk at pl&ntation Profit ?-^I did. 

Whei'e Is pUntatioh Profit situated 1 — The last estate in Berbic'e, com- 
ing to Detnerera. 

Wteit time Was it that you worked npon that estate? — I Cannot saj"; 
I brieve about this tnonth last year. 

Look at Ae Prisoner; do you recollect liavii^ seen faiml-^I do, si^. . 

Can vtrA state where and when ?'— H was npon plantatioti Profit th^ 
monOi'kM year. 

' Did aAy Ccnversaticxi tate place between yourself, die Prisoner, an4 
Ather gentlemen present tltefeT-^Yes. 

■Whfr were there?— Mr. Hutchinson, Mr. M'^Watt, the Prisoner, and 
myself. I caniiot recollect the conversation; it was generally about 
iJiirery. 

Do you recollect nothing else ? — I cannot remember ttordfor word. 

iState the meaning. — Mr. Smith said, that negroes woald do as well 
In the West-Indies without white people. He made some, allusion to. 
Saint Domingo; what it was I forget. Hie answer I made I recollect, 
which ^as, did he want another such sc^e here as had taken place in 
Saint Domingo? I do not reeollect his answer, nor yet the substance 
of it, bwt Mr. Smith appeared to be confounded. 

[Pi-isoncr waived his right iif crotfexamfKation-l 
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JBy leave of the Court, the Pbiionbr afterwards asked these 
Questions : 

Did the Prisoner, in his conTera^tioo, say nothiog; about mis>i<Hiacies? 
— I do not remember. 

Do you not recollect Mr. Hutchinson saying, that times were so bad, 
that they, the whites, would have to sell off, and go home; but what 
would become of the poor negroes ? And was it not this remark that 
gave rise to my observation, that they would do as well without the 
whites? — I do not recollect. 

Mr. M'Watt called and smorn. 

What is your name?~WiUiam M'Watt. 

Where do you reside?— ^On plantation Helena. 

Have you any occupation on that estate ? — I am overseer. 

Are you_ acquainted with Mr, Hutchinson, on plantation Profit? — Yes.. 

Look at the Prisoner, do you know him? — I have seen him' before. 

When did you ' see him i — I do not recollect the time ; it may be 
twelve or fourteen months ago. Mr, Hutchinson and Mr. Bond were 
there, when I saw the prisoner. There was a good deal of conversation 
about the treatment of the slaves ; the prisoner said a good deal about 
the cruel manner in which they were treated; and thought this country 
would do as will without whites at all. I replied to him at that time, 
that 1 thought the slaves were much happier than some of the working- 
classes at home. I also mentioned, that they were well attended in 
siclcness, a privilege, that a number of working-people did not enjoy, at 
home. Prisoner then mentioned, that they would not better their situ- 
ation, until something took place, such as had been done in St. Do- 
mingo. Mr. Bond then replied, would he wish to see such scenes as had 
taken place there? the Prisoner said, he thought that would be prevented 
hy the misEJoiiaries. 

Cross-esamined b^ Pbisone&. 

Do you remember who commenced th^ conversation alluded to } — No. 

Did I commence it; — I caunot exactly say. 

Do you not rememl>er that Mr. Hutchmson said, he regretted his 
inability, from the badness of the times, to subscribe to Mr. Wray's new 
chapel in Berbice i — No. 

Qo you not recollect Mr. Hutchinson sajdng thai times were so bad 
thsit the whites would have' to sell off, and go home ? — No. 

You say that I stated that such a scene as the one in St. Domingo, 
would be prevented by the missionaries; did I not, at the same time, say 
Uiat the effects of the gospel would prevent such scenes ? — I do not 
recollect. 

THIRD DAY, 15th OCTOBER, 1823.* 
AzoA, a Negro Slave, belonging to Plantation Vrj/keid'sLust. 
Is a christian; understands the nature of an oath, which was admi- 
listered. 

* WiLU&H YoVHO PuTTiK vai tjul; sworo, to iDierpntfoilhfuD; and indy. 
B 
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What is four -name? — Aiot. 

Belongs to Van Cooten ; is a member of Bethel Chapel, Plantation I^e 
Resoavenir ; and sits round the table and takes the sacrament. 

How many clasflea are in that chapel? — Only two or three of black) 
and lome coloured ladies. 

itow many ■o^^ ™ kinds of memben are there? — Deacons head of 
all; no one under the deacons. Romeo is thefirst of deacons. The. 
duty of a deacon is to hand the cup and plate, and to receire those who 
came to be b^>tized. They have no other duties. They meet on the 
first Sunday of the month, after service in the morning, at ten o'clock; 
and afler service at two o'clock. The parson is present with the dea- 
cons. When the church breaks off, they come together; and take 
sacrament, sing psalms, and break off, each throwing up two bittg. There 
are four deacons. Qnamina, of Success, one; Bristol, of Chateau 
Hargo, two; Seaton, of Success, three; Jason, of Better Hope, four; 
he is free. Jack, of Success, is not a member; Jack teaches Creoles, 
and so do plenty. Mr. Smith makes them teachers; he communicates 
with them, to know whether they teaches good or not. They meet upon 
their own estates ; teachers do not meet in the same manner as the 
deacons. The deacons meet once in the morning, again at ten; and 
they break off at two. First service is called "nJoming prayer," in 
which they sing hymns and read. It is called prayer, because it is not 
plenty like noon, (t. c. not so many people, as at noon.) The two 
deacons pray in the morning ; first, Quamina prays ; second, Bristol ; 
sometimes, next Sunday, Jason, sometimes Seaton. The praying is 
aloud. Every body is admitted at these prayers. White persons are 
admitted to come, if they please-; they are not prevented. The doors 
were open at the time of morning prayer from 7 to 9 ; they remain open, 
and are open at the time the deacons pray. I know the prisoner; his 
name is Smith, and he is a parson. He is the parson of Bethel Chapel. 
He reads and expldns passages from the Bible at all times. In the 
morning, he explains about David and Moses ; in the noon, he explains 
about Uie text. About Saul drove David in the bush, because if he 
went into the house he would |;et trouble ; and about the children of 
Israel in the Bed Sea. David vaa to get trouble himself, Prisoner said 
BDmelhiag about Sunday ; I heard liim say that Ood keeps the sabbath- 
day holy; and that this country was a very wicked country ; in Eng- 
land they were all free, and they all kept the Babbatb-day. It was 
hard to work on the sab^ath-day, except in the case of fire and water 
and coker-breakiog. If half a row was left in the field, it was not fit 
to he worked on the sabbath-day. 1 was going to have said, that 
Hoses took the children of Israel and carried them throng die Red 
Sea; then Pharaoh gathered the soldiers and went after them to bnng 
them back ; and the Lord made darkness and thunder between the 
king of Israel and Moses, and when Moses had gotten over with the 
children of Israel, Pfaaroah was drowned in the sea, and Moses built a 
temple and prayed to God. 

Ry Me Prisoneh. 

Can you read? — Very little. 

Are you sure Seaton is a deacon? — Yes, sir. 
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Did no one else besides the deacons pray at the morning Betvice?— 
Yes, many. 

Did you youiself ever see Ur. SmiUi with the teMhers o[ the cUe- 
chisro, whilst they were teaching? — Ycb, flii. 

Where did the teachers of the catechism teach it, when Mb Smith 
"waspresentf — In the church. 

Were the doors of the chapel open on such occasions ?— Yes. 

Could any white people go there, at that time, or occasion, if they 
liked? — Yes, «r. 

What do you mean by tta deacons mee^Eif on the fixBt Sunday in 
every month, after seryice at ten, a^d'sfter service at two? — Th^ meet 
to prayer, ^d teaching one aaother,,. 

Were there any oUicr meeting;g than those for the purposes of piayei 
or divine service ? — No, sir. 

Were these meeting private or public T— Public. 

Where was the Frisoner when he eKplaioed about David and Moiesl 
—In the little pulpit. 

Where wai the Ptisoner v^en he explained the texts ?— In the top 
pulpit. 

When the Prisoner talked to or explained to you about the cltildren 
of Israel, did he tell yoa, that the state or situation of tbe negroe# was 
like to that of tbe children of Israel ? — No. 

Did not tlie Prisoner always advise tbe negroes frmn die pulpit, and 
otherwise, to do their own work, and obey their masters and all >n au- 
thority under them? — Yes. 

When the Priscmer talked to you about finishing half a row on a Sun- 
day, did he not jell you that it was not right to finish it on a Sunday ? 
— He did DOl 1«11 us not to finish it on a Sunday, but, only, that it was 
aot right : he told it to raoie besidetf myself. 

What else did he tell yon, about finishing the half raw ? — He eaUed 
up all the numbers and asked them where they had been ; those mem- 
bers, who were not in their places, when they cfime next Sunday h« 
asked them where they had been ; aone say the} had been working hatf 
row, tbe others said, managers gave then work; Mr. Snuth said, the|F 
were ibols for working on Sunday, foe the sake of a few lashes. 

Did he tell the negroes any tiling else about finiahiBg the half iCWj 
than what you have stated? — No, Sir. 

What oMier negroes were present when this eoBversatitw about the 
one hak row tocJi place ?— All Ac different estates negroes had met up 
together. 

Will y<M sljOe tbe names oT some of them that were m hearing? — 
Seme members of Bndrs^, some from Postlethwaite's. 

Do you know tbe name of oae 1 — One is a driver, he is froBi Fostleth- 
waite'a, I do not know bis name. 

Was «ny thing saidabout finishing the half row in the working dajsl 
—No. 

Was dte drivei from PostkthwEUte's in hearis^ at this cottverBatioB 
CMeeming the b^ row ?— Ye». 
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Bif the Court. 

Have yott heard the PriBoner speaV more than once about Pharaoh and 
Moses 1 — Yes, more than one time. 

How often ? — More than four or five times. 

£>id the deacons ever meet separately firom the rest P-~That I can- 
not tell. 

Romeo, ofLe Resouvetiir, called and sworn. Examiited by the 
JuoaE-AovocATB. 

My name is Romeo, I belong to Le Regouvenir; I am a member of 
Bethel chapel on hs Resouvenir, Mr. Smith is the parson of that chapel, 
the Prisoner is the Mr. Smith I mean; I am a deacon of that chapeli 
deacons teach the catechism or so (i. e. the like.) 
. Do the deacons ever meet separate from the rest?— We, the deacons, 
do not meet by ourselves, but in the chapel, along with the members, and 
others. 

How many deacons are there to the chapel? — I dare say plenty; I 
have not counted them. 

Can you name any? — Head deacon is Quamina, of Success; Bristol, 
of Chateau Margo; Old Jason, of Mr. Van Gooten; Jackey, of Mr. Reid; 
TelemachuB, of Bachelor's Adventure : Billy lives in town. They are 
deacons to look over the church ; Bill belonged to Mr. Rogers; I dare 
say he is free now ; there are more deacons, but I forget. 

Is Jack, Quamina's son, a deacon ? — No, his father is ; he is a wild fel- 
low; sometimes don't go for two months; sometimes be teaches the 
catechism ; he is not a regular teacher. Mr. Wray made me a deacon, 
Mr. Smith made the other ones, Mr. Smith appoints the teachers. Divine 
service is performed twice in the chapel on a Sunday, 7 o'clock and 11 
o'clock. Id the momiDg he reads in the old testament, then he prays, 
then he begins to teach. He be^ns from Genesis nntil he goes through. 
He read in H. Kings the last time I heard him; but 1 can't recollect the 
chapter. Every body is admitted to morning prayers. The Prisoner 
does not pray alone, in the morning service; he takes two of the negroes, 
the members, and makes them pray first; and then the Prisoner prays 
afterwards; the prayers are aloud. The doors are open during these 

Krayers. Witness remembers the beginning of the revolt; it began one 
londay night. The witness was at church the Sunday before the revolt. 
Prisoner preached from the 191hchapterof St, Luke, beginning 41st and 
42d verses. The first was, " when Jesus came near the citv, he wept 
over it;"does not remember the discourse. I saw Mr. Smith alter church 
on the Sunday, in his own house ; 1 cannot recollect I saw him on Monday ; 
I saw him on Tuesday, I went in the evening to visit him ; seeing the 
. negroes were making great noise, and my heart was uneasy, t bid liim 
good night, and he answered me good night, and asked me if 1 had seen 
Quamina or Bristol ; 1 replied. No; he made answer, they are afraid to 
come to me now, and said, I wish I could see any one of them. He 
preached about working; on a Sunday; he said, if the water-dam break 
be sure you must attend to your master's duty, or in case of fire ; if they 
force you to do it, do it, and your master must answer for it ; you must 
not grieve and be angry, btitcomply anddo it If any christian suKred 
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murder, or allowed thievery, that was bad also: he said, all tfa^ words id 
the Bible were true, aod he pre&ched very true too. 

cross-examined by the Prisomeb. 

. Where was the Prisouec when he spoke about working on a Sunday i 
— In the church. ' 

What kind of work was it that the Prisoner told you you were to do 
on a Sunday, if your masters forced you? — Any work; but if he does not 
give you work, attend the church regularly. 

Bo the deacons eT£r stay with Mr. Smith after the people are gone? 
— Some stay, when they have collected the money for the Missionary 
Society. 

^re the doors of the chapel ever closed when any service is perform- 
iog, or the deacons assembled therein ? — No, the doors are shut only 
during the ordiuance of the Lord's Supper, but not at any other time. 

Can you read 1 — Yes, I can read. 

Did you ever hear Mr. Smith reproach the members for being absent 
on a Sunday, and jf so, what did he say? — Yes, he said, some go walk- 
ing for pleasure, and spend their time idly ; some go to market, some to 
back dam, and leave the church, and that was not christian- like, because 
' God made the heavens and the earth in six days, but the seventh day 
was to be kept holy, thatis the whole. 

Did Mr. Smith say any thing else relating to working on Sundays ?— ^ 
No, 1 did not hear any 'thing else. 

Is every one of the doors of the chape) shut daring the ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper ? — Yes. 



, FOURTH DAY, 16th OCTOBER, 1823. 
By the CoDBT. 

Upon the request of Captain Appelius, Romeo re-called, reminded that 
he is upon oath. 

You have stated you were present when Mr, Smith reproached the 
negroes for not coming to church on Sunday, did you hear Mr. Smith tell 
the negroes, that they must not mind for a few lashes ? — No, 1 did not hear 
him say so; he said, if their masters gave them work, to do it pati- 
ently; and if their masters jiunished them wrongfully, they must not 
grieve for it. 

Have the deacons any separate meetings for the purpose of teaching 
the negroes, in the chapel, in their houses, or any where else ?— On my 
master's estate, we meet sometimes ; but, since I have been lame, I haye 
not been accustomed to do so, but have sent all the people to Mr. Smith ; 
I do not know as to the other estates. 

Were these meetings sanctioned by Mr, Smith, or did he ever attend 
them ? — He knew of them, and said Uiey were good, but I never saw him 
there. 

Was you ever, directed by Mr- Smith to explain hjs sermon to the peo- 
ple? — Yes, to those that did not understand it. 

Wfts this often; or always the case? — Always. ^ 
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Did yon explain the test and the lerraoD [beaded on the Sunday 
b«rore the revolt broke out 1 — Ves, air. 

State to the Court the explanatioa you eave of the text and sennon 
preached on the Sunday before the revolt r— On the Sunday before the 
revolt I did not explain the sermon. The negroes said, that Mr. Smith 
was making them fools ; they said this in my presence, and there were 
many presenL I heard tbem say, that he would not deny his own' colour 
for sake of black people ; these words grieved me, and I went away 
straight along ; you see he teaches the peopla, and that was the reason I 
was grieved. ■ 

What text was it on the Sooday before? — ^Third chapter Rerelatioiis, 
3d verse. 

State what explanation you |;ave of this. — That some of the members 
of the Hahaica side were gomg to Eaaequibol What you do know 
hold fast; God is not Black in his promises, as some men are to for^ve 
you. I know you have some children to be instructed, that wherever uiey 
go they may not forget God ; because, when they go to some strange 
places, they will throw away their Christianity. My explanation was, if 
you deceive God, God win set a curse upon you and yonr children. I 
spoke DO more. 

Did the prisoner ever point out to you particular chapters in the Bible 
for you to teach T — No, sir, only the catechism. Mr. SmiUi sevei instructed 
me, or troubled himself about me, it was Mr. Wray. 

The Negro Joe called and sworn. Examined by the Jvbob- 
Advocate. 

What is your name 1 — My name is Joe, I belong to Success estate ; ( 
attend Bethel chapel, on planta^on Le Resouvenir ; Mr. Smith, the priso- 
ner, preaches in that chapel. A disturbaace took plane oa the coast, 
where 1 reside, amongst the negroes, some time back. I know Quamina, 
of Success ; he was my brother, he was engaged in that disturbance. 

What was the nature of that disturbance? — The people rose up, and 
put the managtirs and overseers in the stocks. 

When did this disturbance take place 1 — It took place between five and 
six o'clock in the afternoon, on a Monday ; it is about nine weeks since, 
by my reckoning. 

Were yon at Bethel chapel the day before that revolt ^egan 1— Tes> 1 
w«s. 

Do yon recollect what the text was ? — I do notrecplleotthe tert ; there 
are some words in the chapter which I know. 

State them. — He, the parson, said, " the Lord Jeius Christ sent a dis- 
ciple to a village, and you will see a colt tied there, bring it unto me ; 
and if the master of the colt should ask you what yen are going to do 
with it, you shall say,, the Lord has need of it ; and they brougfit it to 
the Lord, and laid some cloth or nument on it, apd he rode it to Jerusa- 
lem : he rode it upon top of a mountain, where he could see Jerusalem 
all over, and be wept over Jerusalem, and he said, if they had known 
their peace, i. e. If they knew what belonged to them, they would believe 
in him. Now that trouble would come upon them ;" so far I can midce 
out. 

Can you remember nothing more of this sermoD 1— No, I csaaot.. 

, . ,Goo^^Ic 
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By the PbISOHER. 
Were the words yon mention as spoken by die Prisoner, lead from a 
book, or 9ible 1 — He read them frotoi the Bible. 

By the CouET. 

Where is Quaainn now ? — He was shot ; I hear that he is gibbetted ; I 
bare not seen him. ' 

Do you reside at or near the chapel, or do you only attend it for the 
piupose of divine service i — I go only once of a Sunday ; I reside at Suc- 
cess, aboat 1} mile from the chapel ; I generally attend chapel every 
Sunday, at nine or ten o'clock, as my owners' duties would permit me. 

Kd Qaamina, as a deacon of Bethel chapel, ever explain to you any 
text or chapter preached by Mr. Smith ?— Sometimes. 

Manuel called and sworn. Examined hy the Judge- 
Adtocate. 

My name is Manuel, I belong to Chateau Marpx 1 know the Pri- 
soner, he is the parson who preaches among us : I am a member of 
Bethel chape), plantation Le Resouvenir ; I uu not a deacon ; I am not 
a teacher ; I cannot read. 

Do you attend morning prayers on a Sunday in the chapel \ — I go 
there. 

What does die Prisoner read during norning prayers }— He reads a 
chapter about Moses sometimes. 

What did he say about Moses ^ — When Moses was born ia Gybbisber, 
(meaniDg Egypt) i. e. that place where Phuraoh was king. 

What happened then when Moses was born ? — When he was bom the 
king gave orders If any boy child was born, he should put bim to death ; 
if it was a girl child, to jet her live: after that M6ses was about three 
weeks old, they took and put him in a small box, and they put him in a 
river where the king's daughter was washing. 

Let the wiuiess answer me, whether any thing was rmid about Moses, 
and the children of Israel? — God commanded Moses to take the chUdren 
of Israel into the land of Canaan. 

Was it told you why God so commanded Moses ? — That was, because 
Ood did not wish that they should be made slaves. 

Did he read to you how God did take them out of £gyptT— God gave 
Hoseb a painted fod to make the king afraid. God commanded Moses, 
that if the king's heart was hardened, Moses should say to the king, what 
is the reason you can't take God's advice. After that the king gave up 
Moses, and let (hem' go in the promised laud. After that the king wanted 
to follow them a^in, to bnng them back, and then- the lung was 
drowned in there, in the sea ; only so far I have tried. 

Did he read any thing else about Moses ?-~Yes, he read something^ 
after the death of Moses. 

Did he read Joshua ? — Yes. 

Can you recollect any particular chapter of Joshua? — No, I cannot 
recollect. 

Did he read any thing about David 1— Yes. 

What did he read about him ? — About God calbog Samuel to make 
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him rule tha people ; and after that they vninted the king Samuel to 
speak to them,- aod after to rule ihem ; and Samuel told them to believe 
in the Loid, that he was the king ; and God sent and put words in 
Samuel's mouth, and said, look at Sanl, the son of Kiah, and put him to 
be raler over the people of Israel. 

What I wish you to state is, nhat he said about David; did he read 
that part to you when David ran away from SaaW — Yes. 

What? — David ran away from Saul into the town where Ooliah was 
bom, and by David's discourse they discovered he was the man that kil- 
led Goliah ; and they asked David whether it was not he who killed 
Goliah; he feigned mad, and west into the bush. 

Did he tell you why he went into the hush? — Because he was afraid 
to put (mother man into trouble. 

How was he afraid to put another man into trouble ?-^I can't say, he 
told me no more than that. 

Did any revolt take place upon the coast where you live, ashort time 
ago i — Yea, sit. 

How long is that ago? — Better than two months. 

On what day did the war break out ? — On a Monday night 

Do you recollect the Sunday immediately preceding th« Monday when 
the revolt broke out 1 — Yes, 

Were you in Bethel chapel on that day i — Yes. 

Do yon remember the text } — Yes. 

What was the text? — Jesus came out, he stooped dowb and looked, 
and weeped, and wept. 

On what did he look down ?— On the- city. 

Why did he weep? — He said this city shall be destroyed this day, 
meaning Jerusalem. 

Why was the city of Jerusalem to be destroyedl — Because they did 
not believe in God, that made Jesna Christ spe^ this word. 

Do you know a negro named Quamina, of Success ? — Yes. 

Did you ever go with Quamina to the Prisoner's house ? — Yes. 

Do you recolleet the last time you went with Quamina to Mr. Smithl 
—Yes. 

Can you state when it was ? — It was three Sundays before this war 

Did any conversation take place between Quamina Euid Mr. Smith and 
yourself on that day ? — Yes. 

What was the conversation about 1— Jack came to me one night and 
told me a paper had come for us about freedom. 1 asked Jack if he had 
the paper in his hand ready ? Jack said no, he had not got it, but would 
get it 1 came to Quamina and said, what is this that Jack has been 
telling me about a paper of freedom ? and asked him if he knew any 
thing about it He said no, he could not tell me yet - 1 told him he had 
better ask the parson, and he^would know better about it. Quaminft said, 
I don't believe be will tell you^ 1 said, never mind, ask him nevertheless. 
I begged Quamina, if he was goidg, to let me go with him ; Quamina said 
yeB,'follow me. I went into the parson's kitchen, to get water to drink ; 
Quamina went into the room before me ; Quamina asked the parson and 
said, 1 understand Mr. Stewart and Mr. Cort came here on Friday. 
Quaijiina asked what they came for ;_the parson said, ihey came to ask 



it any negro ever came to ask him, the parson, about diis paper ; lie »aid 

Ses, QuamiDa had come to ask him, and he told him, Quamina, as far as 
e could. Parson swd, he wanted to read the paper to the negroes inside 
the chapel ; but Mr. Cort told him not to do it. Mr, Cort said, he wanted 
to read it to the Success people, but he was afraid of the governor. The 
Prisoner told Quamina, that Mr. Cort and Mr. Stewart^ad given Qua- 
mina and the Success people a very good character ; that Seaton was of 
good service on the estate, in teaching the people ; after this, Mr. Smith 
told Quamina that there was no freedom ittthe paper at aJI, and that 
their masters could not afford to lose so much money as to let them all 
go free, and told Quamina there was no freedom in the paper at all. 
He told them to have patience, if any good was come out, it was come 
for the women; because the drivers were not to carry whips in the held 
any longer. I do not remember any more ; but it h upon paper, taken 
dowTQ by Mr. Smith and Cort. 

Did the parson say any thing about Jack and Joseph ? — Quamina told 
Mr. Smith to take Jack and Joseph, and talk to thero. Mr. Smith agreed 
to take them afler chapel; and after one o'clock he did take them; I 
cannot tell what he did tell. Afler chapel I went to Jack, and asked 
what Mr. Smith had told him. 

When Quamina told Mr. Smith to take Jack and Joseph and talk to 
them, what was he to talk to them about ? — Quamina told the parson, itt 
my bearing, that Jack and Joseph wanted to make some trouble about 
this affair, and to make a push for it ; and for that reason he advised the 
parson to speak to them. 

Who is Jack, and who is Joseph ? — Jack lives at Success, he is the 
son of Quamina ; Joi^h is of Bachelor's Adventure, he is a teacher and 
mewber-of the church ; Jaek is only baptized ; he teaches in the chapd, 
and sometimes he teaches in their place, (i. e. their homes.) 

Were you allowed to work in your own grounds on Sunday ?— No, Mr. 
Smith did not allow that. 

If you did work in your own ^nnds, or went to market on Sunday, 
did the parsoD reproach y«u for it? — I nerer been guilty to go to mar- 
ket or negro grounds. 

Did you never hear the negroes say that something did not please 
them } — No, only so far that I heard them saying, that since Sundays 
was taken to serve God, they ou^t to have Saturday to wofk.dieir 
grounds, or even the afternoon of Saturday. ■ ' 

Did you never hear of this revolt long time ago 1 — No, about a month 
and half ago, before it. 

What did you hear about this war ? — Jack told me about the paper of 
■ freedom I spoke to the Court about already. 

Do you know what has become of Quamina ? — I hear he was shot in 
the bneh{ I hear they bring him home, and chain him in the middle walk. 

Did you ever hear the parson speak about working on Sundays 1 — If 
your master has any work for you to do on Sunday, it is jour duty to 
tell him that Sunday is God's day ; he said, if dam broke on Sunday, it 
was OUT duty tA go and stop it ; ir the boat got on sand-bank on Sunday, 
it was their duty to shove it off; and if people got drunk on Sunday, it 
was right of their masters to give them work, to prevent them walking 
shout and doing mischief. ^ 
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Did an y one disclose to you the time Utat the Tevpit was to bred^ out i 
— O yes, plenty of the people from NftUVica side, in the nuddle walWof 
Success. The whole con^re[^tion was there. I heard Jack Paris, Qua- 
mioa, and them. Qu^mma said, you must put dovn jour shovel, your 
hoe, and your cutlass, and set doiro. He asked if that wa« not the right 
way, and they said yea. After then, \ heard Paris say, it w«g)d be let- 
ter fbr us to ttuce gvu.s to guaEdeurselves;when I heard that, I told Qu&- 
miaa he had better go to the pareoa and teJl him, fbr it was pot good { ftnd 
Quamina vent away from them, with Bristol, the deacon. About four 
o*cIoclc in the afternoon of the Sunday before the war begap, Bristol cuoe 
back ; he took two bitts, and gave to a man ; I don't know his uiune, he 
belongs to Vigilance, his sou is in. the barracks ; he told him to ma and 
tell Joseph he must take ciire uQt to do aay thing, to take away buckr» 
gun. 

Id what direction did Quamina and Bristol go t — I aaw hint got (m the 
P»th towards- Mr. Smith's. 

How loug W4B it before Bristol came baek i — About five o'clock ; he 
faifl, JIfr- SmMh taid it wai vrong, and *^ *<^e '"'' '* do anti sfuoh 

By Ike Pbi8onb». 
' ' 'What day irta it that you and Quamiria wrxt ta the parson's kiasa? — 
Ou a Sunday. 

' Did the parson say DOtbiiig else than whaf you have stated albeut work- 
UiJg DO a Sunday ? — Hesaid.if any nieoibeTa of the efaurch has work given 
to him by his master, he, the parson, won't say any thing ; but ^t if any 
faJeftber of the chnreh did aay work Of bii owu accord on a Sunday, he 
should not be allowed to sit among them as a member ; and he would 
not setUe that till aftet a moalh, ti. s. hs would cschuk him from chapel 
for a month. 

Did hot many of the members go to work their grounds on a Sunday, 
and go to market ? — Enough of them did. ' 

' W«re those that didso excluded from the chapri I-t-No, sir. 

WeK they suspended from the communian l^-Xhey were not eUowcd 
to take it that day, but might the next. 

' Whcan did the Piuonet tsU to say to their maslen that Sunday was 
God's day, and they were not to work on it?— i dost know. 

Who was present when the ponon said, if youv master had aay work 
for you to do on Sunday, it is your duty to tell him that Sunday is God's 
day?^-^oe. Jack of Dochfonf, firistal, and Bilt. 

Was it once or often that the parson told you, that if your master had 
""any work for jou to doona'Suiiday, it is you ditty to tellhnn that Sun- 
■ day is God's day ? — Often. 

How long ago was it'that you heard thanc^^asa'sayr, that if ■Sunday 
was to be taken for the service of God, they ought to hivn Saturday, or 
even the afternoon t — About two year* ago. 



FIFTH DAY, I7tu OCTOBER, 1823. 

Examination of M^tiveIj continued. By the CotjBT. 

You have said that the PrisoDcr, in the morning service,, nead about 

Joshua, Moses, and David ; did he read about any one else*— Yes, but I 
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can't refliMhlw^ Dm n^ffiM, (a/Mvktrdi witnett mU) E^ab , there were 
plenty of Gha^wt^ iktid plentif of hamtii, hot 1 do not rnn^iDber them. 

Do y<n tMEOi to tky that thfe Prisoner tnd otily the Old TeeUment ? 
""•FouDcrlrt about tW4 yvwn past, he read in the JieP Testament t but 
ainM, be hva tvttS dflly in th« Old; 

Did he r«ad it Btreiight thrdugh, or did he ^«s any ttanagea ovftl — 
He Rwi it regtlku4y through, but Itad liot finished it tiirough when the 
mwbegw. 

Did y«u ever tee ktij WUt^ M inoHiihjt pta]rer?-^No, s»*)t« <>oI(mr«(i 
patpteakhf, 

Whert-*M the PKkoAer trheit yttd «hd Quamins went to him to apeik 
U hhii I— Quite «p in the top stttty of his own honse, the place where he ' 
writn. 

W»» tile dodr ©f the tDOtn ahnt er open T— ft was ahnt ; always when 
we g^ in there the door is shut; alvays whtn ke is there alone the do«r 
il thut. 

Wu dM rtKitt-^eor ihdt M ttiG time yon and the Prisoner imd QntL- 
mjna were in the room f — The door was shut. 

Did yon ever hear any of the deacons explain the texts and sermons? 
—Yes, Romeo, and other dewcOtiS, or members. • j 

Did you hear All the «nVetsatitm that passed at that time between 
Mr. Smith and Quamina I*— Yes. 

BKtsTOE 6aS\eA afed strofD; 

Examined by the JuDGB-ADVOflATfi. 

My name is Bristol, I belong to Chateau ftfargo; 1 know the Prisoner, 
he U Mri Smith; lam.ftmenaber of Le Resouvenoir chapel ; I am a 
deacon : my duty as a deacon is, when the people come to be baptised, 
I am to see ttiem, and carry them to Ur- Smith { when I carry tbetn he 
desires me to call Quamina, and shQw him theu) too; to teadi then to 
read, aad teach tiiem tlie catechiatn too ; to ask them if titey uadcretand 
what it is to be baptized ; then the other two deacons are to dbcourae 
with them, and when we have done wkh them, to ovry ihem back to 
Mr. Smith, and then he discourses with them again. After dtscoursiu^ 
with titein, if they are fit w be bapttied, he himself pute down thw 
names, such and such people, from such an estate, to be bapticed &t 
such a time; and when that time is up, be baptizes lh«u; whea those 
that have been baptized six months before, becoq«e members of tbe 
church. When they come to ask to be made members, the deacons carry 
them to ?dr. Smith ; when we cUry them, then he says, Udce them luid 
discourse with them ; when we have done with them, we oury them back 
to Mr. Smith again ; he then, discourses with them ; then he tells us, that 
sudi and such people, from Such estate, are to be admitted as members 
into the church ; then at the church meeting they come and sit a little 
way ofi" from the rest of the memben ( then one of the members, or one 
of the deacons, get up and ■peak, and say, such a brother, or such a. 
sister, (according to the sex) will you receive him, or her, into the church f 
at least Mr. Smith puts the qpestion to the deacons or the members, 
saying, you know tuch an one, and mtist speak for him, for I hav^ 
c^Bcoursed with him, and find ^at he has a good understuidii^l then 
C 2 
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ORB of Ut gets \ip and iayi, bretfaren, there iasuch apenoii tobeadmltr 
ted ankong u> to-day as a member; tiieo one geta up and ipCaka, that 
the persoQ is one vith whom no fault hag been found, and if any member 
of hia own esute is there, he gets up, and speaks too ; then Mr. ^nilh 
gets up and says, if you all receive him as a member, you will hold up 
. your right Lands, and they hold them up ; then Mr.- Smith calls him, or 
whoever it is, and shakes hia hand, saying, I receive you as a meoiber 
of this church, and all the brethren and sisters receive him in the'same 

■ way ; that is one part of the duty relating to me as a deacon of the church. 

Have you, as a deacon of the church, any duty relating to the other 
members of the church? — Yes, of a Sunday, to see about the idiuTch, 
irhoever makes any noise, and to keep all the people as quiet as I can. 

This is Bot what 1 want ; I want to know whether it is a part of hia 
. duty to look after the conduct of the negroes upon other estates, and to 

■ report it to Mr. Smith i — Yes. 

Have you any duties to perform with regard to the Communion, and 
what are they i— Yes, to hand the wine and bread round to the brothers 
and sisters. 

Have you any duty with reeard to collecting money, ia or oat of the 
church 1 — Yes, we collect in Ine church, but none otherwise. 

What is the mooey for which you collect in the church i — ^To buy the 
wine. 

What did'you say abont ever since Mr. Wray was here ? — He was the 
first that gave the Ordinance here, and he left directions for throwing up 
the money in that manner.. 

What was the amount that each was to throw up?— Those who cpnld 
afford threw up two bitts ; who could not, one bitt. - 

Id this money paid every week, or only at stated times? — Only when 
' the Ordinance la administered. 

How often is the Ordinance administered ?.— Every four Sundays. 

Do all throw up. the money, or only those that take Communion t — 
Only those who take it, and not all of them, for some of them are 
' not able. 

' 'Do those negroes that come to diurch, and do not lake the Commit 
nioh, do they throw up ) — Not all of them ; they throw up another 
time i but only those that understand that the money is thrown up for 
the Miasionary Society. 

~ If a member of (he church cannot pay his two bkts, is he still allowed 
to come to the tablel — Yes. 

Is there a fixed sum stated to be paid by each member, or does each 
pav what he likes? — Each pays what he likes, , 

Is any aeans ^nployed to force tiie members' to pay this money f 
—No. ■ ■ ■ - 

Did you see any members of the church pay for psalm-books, bibles, 
and catechisms? 

(Here ike Prisoner put in the JbUowing objection ;) — " / om rwt tried 
for obtaining money under fraudulent pretencet, and therefore object to 
- this question, as being wkoUy irrelevant. 

CouBT advised. 
The Court ctnteeiwi the objection quite inadmmibk. ' 
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I bare-Been -the membert of the church )My-f<i»i^in'4Niokr, ctte- 
chism-books, bibles, and other books. 

Do you knoir whether any other support was g^veu by tfae members? 
— Yes, fowls, yams. 

To whom were they siven T — To Mrs. Smith. 

Who is Mrs. Smith > — The lady of the Prisoner. 

Were these in lieu of money ? — No, they cany them as presents, to be 
eaten. ■ . 

Does the Prisoner always sell, and never give his bibles to the people ? 
— A few are given as presents. \ 

You told us that one of your duties was to superiotend the conduct. of 
negcoes on other estates, and to report same to Mr. Smith; what conss- 
quence follows this report 7 — If he is a member, he prevents him from 
sitting at the table ; but if he is only a Christian, they don't do him any 
thing. 

Who is the head deaCou at Bethel chapel i — Quamina, Jack's father, 
of Success. 

Who follows- after Quamina? — Jason, once of Better Hope, but now 
free, I believe. 

Is Jason a young or old man ^-^Old man. 

What place haveyou among the deacons ^— Seaton holds before me; 
be is third, I am the fourth. 
, Does Jason still officiate as deacon ?^Ye«. 

Where does Jason live? — With his daughter, in front of Tnrk^n, Mr. 
Benney's estate. 

Did the deacons have signs to know one another without speaking? — 
No. 

' You told us that when a member was proposed for admission, one of 
the deacons were appointed to discourse with him; what was the mean' 
ing of discoursing with him i — ^To ask if he knew the meaniag of coming 
to the Ordinance. 

If they do not know that meaning, are you empowered by the Prisoner 
to make them understand it? — Yea. 

By whom are the deacons appointed? — The oldest deacons, Quandna 
and Jason, by Mr. Wray; Seaton and self by Mr. Smith. 

Do the deacons ever meet separately before or after the church, or 
otherwise 7— They do not meet separately. 

When the morning prayers, and when the service at noon is done, do 
the deacons remain by themselves with the parson l—Yes, sometimes we 
stop in the chapel. 

Do they stop after every other person is gone away ? — Yes ; when we 
stop, it is for the purpose of going into the nouse to reckon up mouey; 
some of the members stop besides. 

What money is it that they stop to count? — ^Tbe money for the Mis- 
sionary Society ; I mean the same I have already mentioned to the 
Court. , 

Did youever explain any text or sermon preached by the Prisoner ? — > 
Yes; on my own estate. ' 

Do you do so with the sanction of the Prisoner? — I don't know. 

Did he lell you to do sO ? — He told me to catechise them, but did not 
tell me to explain his texts or sermon. 
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tr Um l^toner bU ihy Oiittg to tell to Hia mcffaben of the church, 
does die Prisoner communicate vlth the people by himseir, or throng 
the deftcona or monbers of the chnch?-^He aocs it through Wmself. 

How many deacons are in Betiiel Chapel ?— There are fiMlr; Qui* 
tnina, Jason, Seaton, and Ariltol. 

Are there no more titan four ?— -No tbote. 

Is not Teletiiaclittt a DMcOM t'-»Na. 

Ih Jack of Success, son of Quamina, not a deacon f — No; he onl^ 
UMihes in the church sometimefe. 

Ho# many teachers are there in the chtirch } — I cant say how tnattj'', 
but on almoHt «T«ry eatnte in Ohe ; Romeo od plantation Le ResonTenir : 
Setlton at SuceeH ; a Ittd at Cfatiteaa Margo Can read, and teaches the 
cfttecbltRn; on La Boniie Inteittion, a Ud called Darid; on Baroh 
Vto Grovestio's estate, a hid call^ ComeliB (CoNielius,) but oh the 
other estates I dont go, 1 don't know the people except I gee them ib 
*h*pel, ereept Jftckey Reed of Dochfbtif. 

la Jackey Reed a teacher on Dochfourf — ^Yes. 

Who was the !e&cher On ^Mntation Friendship? — A man they called 
Luke, I believe. 

Who was the teacher on Bcuihelo^s Adrentur« i — ^I^emachua. 

Wtu he the only otie f — ^Two <jt three nwre, Joseph (md Prince, t dar^ 
saythey teach also. 
, WboonNonpareilT— Safidy; tktttnroiilylhoMi 

Da you know Paul of Ptieudahip ?— Tea. 

Was he not also a teacher ? — 1 can't tell, because I aeVer ^rti Od the . 
eitftte when they Wi:re teathingi I know Lake otilyi 

Do you know the dut^ of a teacher ? — Yes. 

What is It ?'"To t«ach the peOt>1e tbefcr Mttebita. I «n cotnAan^ed 
to teftch Hm eaittihlKA. 

Are the teachtr* apptnntWl by Mr. Smith ?— Nd, on my own esWte 
I appoint them. 

After yoit bave appointed them, do yon not report tbedi to tSt. Sinkh ? 
—Yes, he asked me who teaches, aod I tell him. 

How often H ditihe service perlbrmed in Bethel chapd a day?— 
Twice. 

At what hoars ^^la the Mbrtthig, 4 !fttl« belbrt seven. The second 
service begins about twelve. 

What do ynti cull the morniOf prayer ?— The firtL 

What service is performed during that morning prayer ? — When Brat 
Bfr. Smith gocA in, be gives out a hymn ; then one of tne members or a 
4iaeoti pn.y, then sing another hymn, then one tnoTe prayer after the 
fither, fliMi rMids a chapter. He reads about Moaee. ! heard him read 
about Moses and the children of IsiacI, and so forth. 

Do the deacons, when they pray, pray alotid ? — 'Yes. 

Are the prayers from heart or learned before, .and otily recited f — 
From our hearts, we do not learn them out of a book. 

How many deacons pray in the morning 1-^Sonietime^ I prhy, some- 
times one of the others, sometimes a member. 

Does the (irisoner pray ? — Yes, the last. 

\Vhat was it he read about Moses and the children of IKrfteH^— H« 4aid 
the time when the children of tsmel was with King Pbarotdi, lliat Mdses 
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weat to driver them froo the Wds of Phuoah, and carry them to Qtt 
promised land, and before they west to the promited land Uoses died> 

Wm it also read to Jou why Mokd went to delist the chiidien of 
Urael i — Yes, becaiue they were BUy«s under Fharoak. 

Did he read £zodu3 to you ? — Yes. 

Did he read Joghua to you } — Yei. 
, Do you recollect any particular clu^tei from Exodus 1 — No- 
Do you recollect the puirport of anv chapter? — No. 

Do yon recollect any thing frqm Jouu» ?— ^oihna was the pen«a «b« 
led the children of Iirael atier Mosea was dead. 

Was there any service performed in Sethet chapel besides on Shu- 
days 1 — Once in a weelt besides Sunday. 

On what day is that? — Thursday. 

le there no othei night ftervice bat en Tkuraday?— Only oaThura- 
day. 

Did ;^Qu evei see any whites at th? morning tervUe on a Sunday I-r 
No. 

Were they prevented *r-Ko. 

Were the doora shut dutiiif; morning aervicc ?— No, the doori »n4 
windows were open. 

Did you erer hear the Prisone* at prayer-tneeUagt or otherwise, say 
aay thing about thf treatment of the slaves ?^Yea, aometimes when the 
people come to complain, and when they are hindered from coming to 
the chapel, and gome of them get licked, then he tells them, well ] can- 
not help that, but it is not right for your master to lick you and [vevent 
you from coming to chapel. 

Does the Prisoner liatrai bo the oomplajnts when the negroes cqme to - 
him ? — Only «hen th«y come to complaia of what t have just now 
spoken of. ^ 

JHd ke never advite you or oiheri what lo do in case you had any coit^ 
plainti-^Yet, he taid if there wasany sttch tkmg, tue mu&tgo to theJisauU 
or the gover7V}r,sat»£times when the people run away or so. 

■ Any tkiig ebt'i — Thai if the people run aM>ay they must not let (hem 
catck them agai*. 

Do you remember when the governor's proclamation was read to the 
bead negroes of the estates coneeruing going to church t — Yes. 

Did you hear the Prisoner speak about that proclamation? — Yes, he 
said that there wa$ an order come out that all the people were allowed 
to come to chapel, tbat each owner was to give them a pass, and the 
overseer to come with them, and when they had done at Uie chapel, the 
overseer was lo go back with them, and take them home ; so far 1 heard. > 

Did you heai any observations upon this law, whether it was a good 
one or bad one 1— Mr. Sratth said it.was a (^d law. 

Did you ever hear the Prisoner state any thing about the people of 
England, and the people of England going to church? — Yea; that in 
tliis country we can't attend church as we wish, because that country 
is a free countryv and in this we are slaves ; that we must pray tp Coa 
to help us, that we may be enabled to-attend as far as we can. 

Did you ever hear the Prisoner speak about working on 4 Sunday ? — 
Yes, he said if our master gave us work to do on a Sunday, we must do 
it, because we could not help it: that we must »ot break the Sahhft^ in 
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dmng onr own iroric, because ve inuit'keep holy the Sabbath-day, which 
is a command meut of Ood ; that is all. 

What was Ae consequence, in case you did bre^ the Sahbatli, Tor 
working in youi own gronnd ? — Mr. Smith said, that God would punish 
us AH' that 

Did any revolt among the negroes break out lately i — Yea. 

How long ago? — About nine weeks ago. 

Were you in Bethel chapel the Sunday immediately preceding Oie day 
the revolt broke out? — Yes, at both services. 

Do you recollect the text ? — In the forenoon service, 1 believe he read 
something about Jesus looking upon the city of Jerusalem and weeping. 

After service was over, did you go straight home ? — No, I did not. 

Where did you go to ?— We stopped close to the chapel a little while, 
when we beard Jack and Jo'seph talking about a paper that had come 
from home, <that the people were all to be made free. Emanuel told 
Quantina, that he had better go and ask Mr. Smith about iL And when 
Quumina was going into Mr. Smith's house, I went in with him ; and 
when we went in, Quamina asked Mr, Smith if any freedom had come 
out for them. Mr, Smith said no, but that there was good law come 
out for them, but no freedom for them ; he xaid, you must wail a little', 
and the governor and your masters will tell you about it. Quamina then 
said, that Jack and Joseph were speaking very much about it, and he 
said that they wanted to take H by force ; he (Smith) told them to wait, 
and not to be foolish. How do you mean that they should take it by 
(brce? yon cannot do anything with the white people,- because the 
soldiers will be more strong than you, therefore, you had better wait. He 
said, well, you had better go, and tell the people, and christians parlicu- 
larty, that they had better have nothing to do with it, and then we came 
out ; and I saw a man belonging to Vigilance remaining at the church ; 
I called him ; Quamina began to speak to him, and asked me if I had 
any money in my pocket ? I told him two bitts ; he told this man ; then 
giving him the two bitts' run up as fast as you can and call down Joseph ; 
Mr, Smith wants to see him. I then- went home, and told Manuel that I 
had seen Mr. Smith, and that he said there was no freedom in the paper 
for us, and that we must tell all the people so. I told him that we had ' 
seat to call Joseph already; a little while after, Jack and Paris oame up 
to the back builaings of Chateau Mai^o, and Manuel told them that Mr. 
Smith had told them not to have any thing to do with this business, and 
that Manuel had been telling them so before; Jack and Paris said| well. 
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\s all I want. 

When Mr. Smith said the soldiers would be too much for them, what 
did Quamina say ?-^He said, he would drive all the white people, and 
make them go to town. 

Did Quamina say what he would do with the-soldieis7— That (he re- 
port was, the ' soldiers would not come, they would have notlung to do 
with it ; he did not tell Mr. Smith that, he told it after we came out from 
Mr. Smith. 

Where did the revolt begin? — At Success. 

Did you know Quamina of Success ? — Yes, 

Was he engaged in that revolt .'—Yes, Sir. ■ ■ . ■ 
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How do you 4m«w>— Became I hefcrd they took him up before the 
revolt be^n. 

■ Who was the leader of that Kvolt ? — Jadt and Paria ; they said Uiey 
froAld go on with it, and they went on with it. 

WaaanyparticuUrplwicf.thit revolt disdoaed to you ?— JVo, therti 
mu no particular plan thai IJi*no of; the plan about driving the white 
people to town I luiew of, I apoke erf it just now. ' 

■ You stated that after tije semce was over you stayed near the chapel, 
and that Quunina was there; did yOu hear Qnamina tell the people What 
they were, to do ? — No, sir. 

, Were you at the meeting on Success middle path ^ — No, sir. 

Were you in that middle path on the Sunday before you went with 
QiMUnuda to Mr. Smith ? — No, sir, I was not there, I went direct fix>in 
the chapel to Mr. Smith's ho«se. 

Did you hear Qaamina tell the' other negroes that on the nest Mon- 
day they were ^1 to lay down tiieir tools, and network ? — Yes, I heard 
Quamina say so, a week before the revolt broke out; I saw Qnamina oa 
Wednesday after the revok; I law him at Success back dam. 
. When you saw.him there was he alone?— He had some persons with 
bim. some from Success, some from Le Resouvenir, som^ from Doctor 
M'Turk's, andfrom Mr. Sittipsou's. 

What was Quamina d<»iig tbetej — When I went there he told me he 
had been sitting up all night, and was then going to lie down under a 
coSee-tree. 

Had then^oes of Suocess returned t6 their duty at that 6meP-^No, 
thCT wens all thete abacki 
. Did you see bim aft«r that P-r-Yes, the iieit day. 

What place did you see him then f — The same place, in Success back,' 
kalf.way between Uie canes and ptantaiti walk. 

Had he any more persons with him then ? — ^The same people. 

Had any {art of that-estateretunied-to their duty ou that day? — 
None of them, that 1 know of. 

What was Quamina going to do with thede people ?— He said they 
were coming down, in the nig^t to Doctor M^Turit, but the^ heard the 
soldiers were there, and did not go. 

Did you see .QitaiiiiiMiiW0 after ihltfe'^ ?— Y«B, oa Friday, in the 
same place. " ^ ■ ■ . ■ 

Was he then surrounded by the same ptMOmt—So, they had begaa 
to scatter themselves, they bckrd Mr. Illdmoosttne had come there. 

How long was it that. Qliajpina r«Baine4.lhi«*?'-'-TteeB daysj they 
s^ tome of' the people had gone down to speak to Mr. Edmonstpqe, 
that Jaefc had gone with tbein. Qaamiua went from there, he went into 
tUerbuh. 

Do you know how many people he had when he Went into die bvab i - 
— I ctuinot tell, some Success people went with him. 

Did you see Quamina afterwards ?-^No. 

Do, you kftow what has become of him ?'— After I oame hav, I hewd 
he was shot by the bucks,, and gibbetted about Success mi4dle p&th. 

When you'saw Quamina' aiid the rest of the "people at Success, had 
they aims ? — Yes. . ■ . , . : ^ . ■. '. 

' ■ D .■,--• 
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What amiB had they i — Huskett tnd somt fo«liiig-pioc«i, aome had 
cutlasses. 

Did you ever hear Ihe people on your estate talk abmit tutviiig attother 
day to themselves i — Yes, aometimes the; used to talk, that if they had 
another day, they should not have oc4;uion to break the labbath. - 

What was the subject of your prayer at the {Nrayer-iDeclinp t—Vft 
prayed to God to bless and h«lp us all, that we may be enabled to seek 
after Him more and more; and that He would blesa our masters and the 
governor and fiscaal ; that we might make good aerranta unto them, aitd 
ibat they might make good meters unto us ;- to give m health and 
strength to do that which it might be our duty to do ; to bless all oar 
brothers and sLsters. 

Do you ever pray about your master's heart? — We pray that the Lord 
might blesa us and change our hearts, and our master's heart likewise. 

Did you ever hear the estate's people speak about the fighting of the 
Jews ?— Yes, some of the boys, when they read the bible, speak about 
the lifting of the Israelites when they go to war. 

Did you never hear about > it when the Prisoner read it ? — When the 
Prisoner read, they go home and read about it, and then they speak 
about it. 

How did you'hearthem talk about it f — They said ^e>ppople of Israel 
used to go warring against the enemy ; and then I explained the meaning 
of the enemy, and said, it was the people who wonld not believe the 
word of Ood when Moses used to preach to them. 

Did the people apply any part Of the history of the Israelites and Jews 
tothemBelves? — Yes, I believe they do, because when they ^adittheu they 
begin to discourse about it ; they said that this thing in the bible af^iea 
to us just as well as to the people of Israel ; only so far I hear. 

What made the people say, in reading the bible, that the history of the 
Jews applied to themselves } — I can't tM-'— Because they read it, and 
their own hearts maie (hem say so: and -their ignorance, thai made Ihetit 
not understand it. 

. What was the reason the negr.oes took it into their heads to revolt ? — 
Because they had no other. time to wash their clothes, or to do anything 
else, except on the sabbalh. ' ■ 

Why could not the negroes wash their clothes or do any thing else on 
the Sunday } — Because uey had to go to chapel. 



SIXTH DAY, 18th OCTOBER, 1833. 

' The Court met, pursuant to adjonmmettt; but tvo of tha Aiustaat. 
Judge Advocates being unable to attend, from indisposition^ it wta 
de^em^d proper to adjourn to Monday, the 20th. 



SEVENTH DAY, 20th OCTOBER, 1828. 
Bristoi, crvst'cxamined btf the pRtsoiiER. 

After you were exitnined on Friday last, where did fw EO?-tI went 
bicktothejail. 
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WkoOi did 5611 fea f->-Tbe priooiierg in t^e jilil. 

Hitre you Gonvereed with any gentleman since Friday last? — No. 

HftTc yon at any time been instructed by any one to say what you tbid 
(be Court ba Friday lajt ^— *Ko, it came rrom my own heart, and was not 
put into my bead by any one. 

Did you erer tell nay one, the whole <Jr any part of what you told the 
Court OB FridaT last, coacerniDg ffle and the matter in question ?~Mr. 
Smith, (one of the asiiatanta to ^e judge-advocate,) and some ^eatlemen 
in Hrs. Hierteen'a honte. 

Tb the money, which you collect on those days when the communion 
or sacrament ia administered, used for no other purpose thau ti> buy 
wine I— I cannot recollect. 

Is it not used to buy eandles i — I don't know. 

Are not candles sometimes used in the chspel? — Yes. 

Who boys them, i,«. who pays for them? — I see the candles come 
from Mr, Smith's house, I suppose he pays for-them. 

Do you know with whose money he pays for them? — I cannot telL' 

What is the largest sum the deacons ever collected upon a commn-i 
nioB. or sacrament Sunday ?-^Sometimes thirty-five guilders, sometimes 
thirty-four guildere. 

: Wiat is ihe smallest sum that has been collected on the like occa- 
sions ? — I don't think any smaller sum than 30 f. ; 1 can't say really, f6r 
I 6oiii't always reckon it myself. 

Was the keeping or csre of this money ever ofiered to any one else t 
— He never ogered it to me, and I cannot say that he did to any one 
«l8e. 

Is tfaeo^inanoe, or communion, or sacrament, administered Ae first 
or second Sunday in every month ? — I think on the second. 

Have you ever been present, when money has been offered tb Mr, 
Smith for the Missionary Society 1 — Yes. 

What took place when money has been so offered ? — When the people 
bring the money, Mr. Smith puts down their names, and the money each 
ArowB up, opposite his name. 

Has he always accepted the money so off'ered ?— Yes. 

How much have you seen paid for each and every one of the sort of 
books sold by Mr. Smith ? — Hymn Books, some for two guilders; soin^ 
for two guilders t^ stivers, and some for three guilders. The bibles 
which were brought last f. 14. 10. each ; sonie of the testaments for f. 2 J 
Bpelling'books, some for f, 1. 10, ; some of the catechisms for ten stivdrs, 
and some for five sUvna ; other books for four guilders and firb guilders, 
next to the bibles. > 

Did the Prisoner set! the same-sized bibles to all perscms at the same 
price ? — No, there were smaHer bibles at f, 12 ; sometimes, if you come to' 
buy a bible for f,14. 10, and be short 5 stivers or f.l. he would pass 
over that, and let you have it without the 5 stivers 0( the guilder. 

How large were the bibles that were sdd at twelve guilders?— -About' 
the 8126 of (royal octavo,) book produced. 

Did the negroes often give fowls ^d yams, and such things, to Mr. 
Smith's lady? — NotVery often, ' . 

Do the negroes keep many fowls ? — Some of them have a great many, 
and some not ; some of them don't mind any at all. 
D2 
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Did Hr.or Mri. Smitb ev« bay fowk, yam*, or wiy^itiierldnil i^food 
from th4 Degroeftf-^Yes, tbey do buy. 

Wtten you infttnict.tb^ negroes in tbe measittg of the onUntuice, whEit 
do you say to them 1 — I tell them to consider what ,thev are ^out ; th«C 
they must pray to God; and prepare their minds i sod that they must not 
thereafter pommit sin ftgais; that we must look to God to help us at any 
tifne, and wemustcoDBider well what we-hearreadio the bible every day J 
because, if we do partal(e of the ordinaace and conuntt sin again, we have 
a greater account to give when we die. So far 1 discouned with theiM^ 
^d the rest is for Quamina and the other deacons. 

To whom did jfou ever explain the text or sermon preached by the 
Prisouerl— To Manuel, and William, and Primo, and Rose, and Allan, 
and Nelly, and some other people that have not been baptised on same 
estate. 
. . What do you jnean by appointing the teachers ? — ^To get one that can 
- read, to teacti the people the catechism. 

Did you everknow Mr. Smith object to the appwntment of any teacher 
cg^ible of teaching? — No. 

uo yoa know any thing about Peter, or the &rst gmeral epirtW oC 
Peter } — I have heard it read, but do not remember it. 

flow long ago it it since y£u heard the general epistle of Peter readl 
I— I can't ren)£mh«r rightly. 

How long is it since Mr. Smith read to you about Mosea and &% 
cluJdreti of Israd; and about PbanuA and his soldiers? — About two tyr 
three months before the rising took place. 

Did Mr. Smith, when he was reading the bible, begin' the next time at 
the place where he last leftoff at I — He explains what he read the Snnday 
before, and then goes to the next chapter. 

How do you know that he began at the very next chapter te the one ' 
he last read t — Because he named the chapter read last Sunday, and 
thefi named the one he was going to read then. 

You have said you cannot read, are you sure Mr. Smith never missed 
any chapters? — Sometimes when he is going to read, he tells us he passes 
over a chapter or so. 

Have you learned the catechism used in the chapel? — I have learned 
onjy a part of it. 

. Haye yi^u learned any thing from jt about Joshua and Moses, and the 
children of lan^ell^I b^ve not reached so br. . . , 

In what part pi the bible did Mr. Smith read on Thursday evenings?— r 
He read in apart abouj (he Apostle Paul; when he rent to a placoi and 
they took him up, and put him in prison. . . ; 

What did the people complain that they were licked fort — Some of 
ibeia complsJned that they were licked for not doing the work giv^k- 
them on a B^b;bath. 

Did they complain to Mr. Smith that they were licked for any thing, 
else 1— Hiey might ^ye done so, but I do not know of it. - 
Did Mr. Smi£ ever encourage any negroes or negro to run away? — -. 
. I never heard he did- ' . 

What did Quamina mean when he said Jack and Joseph wanted to 
taifK their freedom by force ?— 1 suppose that they intended to fight witlf 
t^ white people, or something like thaf. 
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Who else betidMHi. Smith and Qnamint wei« pruent, or.in hesria^, 
vhen Qoamioa told Afr. Smith, thatthe negroes were gtHM to take their 
' freedom by force 1 — I did not see any body else present ; Hr. Smith waa 
in the hatl. . 

*W%fiie were Ton andQuaminat — In the gallery, by the ude of a large 
table. 

Was there any thing said about the managers 1 — Yes, that they were, 
going to drive out the managers, and drive th^ away to town; Mr. 
Smitii said yon had beat not do so, you won't be able to go against the 
soldiers. 

Didjtfr. Smith say notfaing else } — I don't remember that be said any 
thiag else. 

Did Quamina tell Mr. Smith of his own^accord, or did Mr. Smith ask 
him any question ? — Quamioa told him of his ovn accord. 

Were Uiere any preparationg made for the war before you and Quamina 
went to Mr. Smith? — No, I do not know of any. 

Had the people no guns, or poirdei, or snot provided ?-i-I did not' 
i«e any. 

Did Quamina tell Mr, Smith by what mams iktsy iuteoded to ifiv4 
the white peofde (A town?— ^N6, sir. 

Did Quamina say for what purpose they were to be drina to town I— 
No further than I said before, that Jaiik and Quamina had said th^r 
ficeedtm had come oat. 

Did he, Quamina, say when the white people were to be diiveB to 
town ? — No, 

Did yoD hear all the conversatioo that {^sed between Quamina and 
Mr. Smith ?— Yea. 

Will you state all that Mr. Smith said, as wejl as all that Quamina 
smd i — 1 have already stated alt I know. 

Did you and Quamina tell Mr. Smith that ^ou came on purpossrto tell 
him about Jack and Joseph, and what they intended to do?— Yes, sir, 
he told him he came to ask him about it, because .Jack agd Joseph were 
speaking very much about it. , . 

Did you and Quaminii and Mr. Smith talk about any thing else at that 
time? — No, not that I remember. 

Did you talk to Mr. Smith on that Sunday about your little girl ? — I 
believe I talked to him before tha(^ before QuajnUia came in. 

Was any body present when you spoke to Mr. Smith about your little 
girl?~Mr. and Mrs. Smith. 

Did aujf bo4y come ip whenyou w^e.tajkiugto Mr. Smith about yDW 

little gir}?-;— That 1 cannot teU; na^ be somebody might have come in. 

Where did you go after you had talked to Mr. Smith, the prisoner, 

about your liltje girU-^I think I went tp the chapel. 

Where did you go then, after that ^-f- After that I think I went home.. 

Did yon see the Pnsoner on that Sunday, after you had gone home? 

—No, sir. 

Kd you ever hear Mr, Smith talk of the people having another day to 
themselves, besides Sunday?— No, sir. 

How long since is it Uiat yoii heard the people talk of having another 
(lay to themselves, besides Sunday f— About two years ; I heard more of 
it siiice they talked of the paper that come out. 
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Did you ever hflar tbun aay bo in the time of Hi. Wny F — No. 

Hitre itm ever beard the people t«lk about any one elie fighting 
besides the Jewi or IsraeliteBl — No, air. 

Have you ever heard of the battle of Waterloo ?— No, sir. 

Did you never hear of the French atad English ^^liii^? — Yes* lir. 

From whom ? — From plen^ of people all ^mut. 

Have you ever heard the Prisoner apply the hiatory of the Jewi or 
Isrftelites tb the De(px>es T— No. 

Can yon give no reasoa at all iikj the negraeB, when they read tiw 
history of ^e Jews or Israelites, applied it to themselves? — No, ur. 

Could any member of the chapel read before Mr. Smith came to Iwe 
on Le Resoavenir ? — But very little, one or two of them. 

Did the boys, or people, ever speak about any othei' part' of the bible 
than that about Hoses and Uie childrett of Israel ? — No, I never hekrd' 
them speak about any body else. 

Were the deacons taught by die Prisoner to pray with tbeii eyes ope» 
dr shut i — He told us it was best to shut our eyes. 

When the communion-service is perfonned, are all and every oae ol 
the dootfa shut ?-^Every one is shut. 

What becomes of the door through which the parsoQ enterat~It tk 
open, but it is in tlie gallray, ontside of the ehapet: 
■ Is there any door between the gallery and the chapel ? — Yei. 

Is that also open duiing the communion or sacrament? — Yes. 

Do any of the congi'eg;ation go in at these doors ? — No, sir- 
Is any one prevented from coming ia at these doors during the ordi- 
nance 1 — Yes, sir, when we are taking the ordinance Mr. Smith told them 
not to let any one come in. 

Had you ever any orders to refuse a white person going in during th« 
ordinance ? — No, sir. 

Could any white people go in during the ordbance if they liked?— 
Yes. . 

EIGHTH DAY, 2l8T OCTOBER, 1823. 

The Court met, pursuant to adjournment, and the following General 
Order was read ; viz. 

flead-qnarters, Camp-faouse, Dqnerara, October 2l8t, 18'23; 
General Order. 
The Judge Advocate (his' Jlonor, V. A. Heyliger) having strongly re- 
presented that hi^ long-continued indisposition, and other circumstances, 
incapacitate him from performing his duties at present, and having ur- 
genOy prayed to be relieved from attending to their immediate ekecution, 
these duties will devolve upon the Assistant Judge Advocate, J. L. Smith; 
it being necessary that the Judge Advocate should have a week's leave 
of absence for the recovery of his health, and the service not admitting 
of such delay in the proceedings now pending. 

(signed) Johk Murkat, C'ommander-in-GIiie& 

Baistol examined by the Codht. 
Were more people than usual at the morning service on the Sunday 
before the war began f — Yes. 



Dg,l,...cbyGOOglC 



31 

Wke not the cr^wd auclt that manv people could not get into the chtf- 
pelf—Yes. "^ '^ 

Name some who have had a piesent made to them of a'bodc or booka^ 
— 1 did Dot see tJie books given, Quamina told me. 

When you stopped behind with Mr. Smith to reckon the money, baj 
you, any .talk with him except about the money 1 — I never had any, except 
about the mouey. 

When did you firit begin to assist about collecting the mpney?-— > 
About two or three years ago, if I am not mistaken. 

How many collection aennons were preached for the society in thtf 
course of a year? — Only one. 

In J821 was not one preached in Januury, and another in ^of entAet ? 
— I can't remember. 

Do you ever remember any sum, amounting to 300 f. oi n^ofe, ccJlecte^ 
at one time ?— I cannot recollect. 

Do YOU not remember 319 f. being collected last November 1 — I can-- 
not tell ; we reckon the money first; Mr. Smith counts it all over; >Ir. 
Smith puts all ti^ether, counts it over, and then puts it upon « piece of 
papej. 

Hare you ever given any fowls or yams to Mr. or Mrs, Smith ? — Yes, 
fowls, but no yams. . , 

Did you ever hear Quaraina, or any one else, converse with Mr. Smith- 
~W^n. you stopped behind to reckon the money P-^No. - 

Did either you or Quamina tell Mr. Smith that the christians were so 
far gone that they would not stop?~-No, Ididnot; and I don't know 
if Quamina did, 

. Has the Prisoner at any time sent you ^b a deapo^ to commnnicate 
with the people on y^oui estate, or with any of l^e people ob the eatataf 
who attended Bethel chapel? — No. ... 

Is it a part of the deacon's duty to expltun the text, or sermon, to peo- 
ple who are not capable of understanding it i — I did it because I consi- 
dered it was good ; but did not consider it my duty to do so, 

Whi/ did you not consider it your duty ? — Because Mr,' Smilk never 
' told me so. 

Did you know any thing of the meeting that was held on the Sunday 
in Success middle walk ?— -No. , ^ 

-(Here the witness was admonished Tiot to criminate himself ; he then laid^J 

He knew there was to. be a meeting somewhere, but be did not know 
of that meeting at Success. 

Did you or. Quamina mention the circumstance of the intwded neet- 
ing to Mr. South? — No. 

Did you know of themeeting at the time you and Quamina were '^th 
Mr. Smith ?— Yes. 

Did you ever see a white person in chapel durii\g Uie time the sacfa- 
ment was administered 1 — I only saw Mr. Hamilton once U^ere, about 
^tbree or four months before the rising took place, but.he did not take the 
ordinance with us, but sat on one side. 

What was it you said about England, when you were before examined ? 
— Jtfr. Smith said, that in this country they could not att_end chapel at 
they cotUd in any free ctmntry. . 
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SiioHABL U'ToHK, M. D. called and twom. 

Where do you reside ) — PlantatiiHi Felicity. 

Do you h(Hd any sitaation in the mililia ? — Captain 1st company, ^d 
battalion. 

. H«re yon any command tip the coast as bni^faer-officer ; are yoa s 
bni^er captain f-^I am. ... 

Do you know the Prisoner?— Yes. 

Where does he reside ?— 'Plantation Ja ResouveniT. 
' Whete is Le Itesouvenir situated, with regilrd to plantation Felicity? 
—Next estate, to the eastward. 

HoW long has the Prisoner resided there '-^About seven years. 

What is his occupation, or profession i — I understand ne is a mis- 
feiodabf clergyman i 

Do you remember any. cases of tmall-pox oCicdrrifig on plantation lA 
ReBonrenir, about the latter end of 18i9}-~I remember very well. 

Did you receive any orders from government concemmg thS chapel on 
plantaljton Le Resouvenir ?-~I did, from his honor the flscadl. 

What was the natare of this order 1 — ^The order inclosed an open let-' 
ter to Mr. Smith, from his honor the GBcaal, that during the small-poz the 
chapel was to be shut against all negroes, except those belonging to thaC 
dttat^, V6 prevent the disease from spreading. 

Can you state at what time -these orders were feceivedt — To Mf, 
Smith wi^ dated 2Qth November, 1819; to myself th€ same date. 

Did.youi as bnrgher-officerj communicate these orders to the Prisoner? 
— ^I did. 

Do yon know how long this restriction lasted f — I had a discretionary 
power; it was to remaia as.long as the small-pox was supposed to 
remain on diat property. 

Letter to Dr. M'ttirS, facal^s Ogee, 

Sir, tkmerary, 2{MA Nov, ISlff. 

The inclosed lo Jiir. Smith, I requett yoti to forward; a 
copy of ike same, signed by me, also goes herewith; and I have it in. 
torMiand from His Excellency the tteutenant-govetnor, to regttest yon 
to devite suck means, and take such steps, as in discretion you will Judge 
iucettary, to see the brder duly complied with, 

' 7 have the honor tohe, . 

■ Sir, 
M. M'Tnrh, £sq. Your obedient hin&U Servant, 

Cbftf. 1st C. 3d. B, D. M. (Signed} HitLioEb, 

Plantation Feliciti/. FtrstPiscal, 

• tetter lo Mr. Smth. fiscal's Office, Denterary, 

■ . Sir, '' . 20t\ November, \il9. 

I have it in command, Jrom his Excellency the Lieutenant- 
governor, to require that you shall shtU the chapel of Plantation Le Re- ' 
loitiienir, for all negroes not belonging to said plantation, as long as the 
mudi-pox are on that plantation; in order to prevent, as much as possible, 
thedanger of Reading the infection farther. 
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7%« topfotn oft)te dieisim u ifUtntted to let tkit ordat' 

CMpmd vilh. 

/ hme Ike homur to be, 

The Rev. J. Smith, Sr, 

Plantatum le Resouvenir. Yonr oMietfl AwnMc ierwml, 

Thwwptr, (Signed) Hetlwi», 

f^S"^) HpYLiow, Pint Fiscal. 

J'ihi Fiscal. 
How were these ordew obaeired by tin Prisoner ?— They were par- 
Oa% <J»erved b^ the Prisoner, for three weelts. 

Was the restnctioa removed at the end of three w«efcB f — No, though' 
Hr. Smith required it (hould be remored, as 8tat<d to me in hia letter 
of the Uth December, 1819. 

Mr, Smith's Leiler pvi in and retuf. 

Plantation Le JJeMuLiNU-, 
*»•. Becember 11th, I&IQ. ' 

As the ordtr of his hmor the ^scal,wkieh you forwarded 
to MS atotit three leeeks ago, invoioes me j» a respoHsibtiUy from wkieh 
I wish (0 bs disengaged, I shall be: glad if you wUl, Vfrite me a Uae, 
Hating gottr opinio* that the small^x have ceased from among the 
negaoes of the ploMtatien, so as to render U not uninfe for other jimtens to 
com* to the chapoL 

To lax. Sir, 

Br. Mkkael M'Titrh, Your humble servant, 

a*^her CupbuM. (^ned) Johm Smith. 

Had yoa any commnnicatlon with the Prisoner &rther upon the sub- ' 
ject? — I replied to him bj letter. 

Had you any coavemtion with him personally ? — Not at (hat period. 

Did you take off the restriction by letter at diat uiae i — I rniised it 
by letter. 

When was the restriction actually lemoyed ? — 29th January, 1820. 

Had you any conrersation with tne Prisoner subsequently to that letter, 
and previously to the restriction being taken off? — I think on the 24Ui 
December, late in the eveniDg. 

Please to state the reasons.— I thought It necessair, in consequence 
of Mr. Smith's continuing to preach, without liberty Ming granted, to 
«ddress a circular to the estates, witbin my company, desiring them not 
to allow their negroes to come to the chapel or estate of Le Resouvenir, 
io consequence of the small-pox being still there. This circnlu went 
round on tha 24th of December; and, it was on the evening of that day, 
that Mr. Smith attacked me in rather a violent manner, in the managers 
house on Plantation le Resouvenir. He stated, thai I was acting verr 
incorrectly; that I had no authority for what I was doing; Im had 
authority from the fiscaal to preach to whom and when he pleated. T» 
thin I saitl, that if he had Buch liberty, as he asserted, he shonM 
produce tbe authdn^, as 1 would hold him tesponstble for any acts I 
niight do to can:y the Gscaal's order into effect, as I was not avaie of 
any b.e had^ T« tJus Mr. Smith anewered, that he had no cMnsHint^ 
caQon from the fiscaal, but that 1 had forwarded ; bnt said, " I havft 
E 
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« utgro mind . 
ifluence to bring the negroes of the neiglibouThood to th« 
" cht4>el, and preach to thAn in defiaJice of all the authority you poi- 
" seas." To this I replied, I should be extremely sorry, if I was driven 
to alterna^ve means to prevent him, and cautioned him against such 
conduct; he persisted in stating that he would preach to the negroes. 
I told him I would repel any such meetings, and then went away and 
left him. That was the whole of the conversation that took place on 
that evening. 

Did you subsequently this year receive any inatnictions from the 
^vernoT respecting the negroes attending chapel? — Yes; additional 
instructions. 

Have you those instructions -with you? — I have a copy of them; I 
have the origin al- 

What date do they bear ?— Demerary, I6th May, 1823. 

f Copy.) Government Secretary's 0£Bce, 

Sir, George-town, Demerary, 16ih May, 1823. 

I am commanded, by his excellency the lieutenant- 
E^veraor, to transmit to you the enclosed extract of a dispatch, contain- 
ing the instructions of his majesty's government, relative to the religious 
worship of the negroes on estates; and 1 am to request that you do, with- 
out loss of time, distribute ta the proprietors or managers, resident 
within your district, the accompanying copies thereof; with a view to 
their conveying the contents to the slaves under their chai^. 

His excellency has directed the general circulation of 
these instructions throughout the colony, in consequence of his having 
become acquainted with the existence of a misconception, of a very 
serious nature, which appears to prevail amongst the negroes, in some 
districts, and more particularly on the estates «n the east coast, leading 
them to consider the pennissioo of their master unnecessary to au- 
thorize their quitting the estates on Sundays, for the purpose of attend- 
ing divine worship ; a misconception of so injurious a tendency, as to 
render the most active measures necessary effectually to eradicate it. 

You will, therefore, be pleased, at ihe samb tinu that you 
make known to the inhabitants of your district, the wish of^is excel- 
lency the lieutenant-governor, that the accompanying instructions, pn 
this head, should be complied with in every particular; to acquaint 
them that his excellency, considering the beneficial consequences 
which cannot fail to result from the general and judicious extension of 
religious sentiments among the slaves, feels it a duty incumbent upon 
him stnmgly to recommend that nothing less than a very urgent neces- 
<ity should mduce the planters to refuse passes to such of their slaves 
as. are disposed to attend divine worship every Sunday. 

Aware of the possibility of abuses, arising out of these 
indulgences, his excellency would recommend a system of precaution, 
. as preferable to that of punishment after transffression ; and he is of 
opinion, that any possible abuse might be effectuiSly checked, were the 
.slaves accompanied to the place of meeting by an overseer, or other 
white person, which would be, in other respects, advantageous, by 
^oabUDg the planters to judge of the doctrine held forth to his slaves. 
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You vill further be pleased to make Icuowd to the slaves, 
that whilst his escelleacy feela a strong dispoaicion to encourage ttle 
propagation of religious knowledge amoug them, by every means sanc- 
tioned by the laws; he will be found equally determined in checking 
frivolous and itl'founded complaints on their part, if persevered in. ' 
I have the honor to be, 
■ Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) John Murray, 
Gov. Sec. 
Extinct of a dispatch from his majesty's, principal secretary of 
state for the colouies, bearing date, " Downiug-s treat, 15th 
October, 1811." 

It must, in the first place, be understood, that no limits- 
don or restraint can be enforced ugon the right of instruction, and of 
preaching on particular estates, provided the meetings, for this purpose, 
take place upon the estate, and with the consent and approbatioa of the 
propnetOE or overseer of such estate. 

Secondly, as it has becin represented that on SundajES 
inconvenience might arise from confining the hours of meeting in cha- 
pels, or places of general resort, to the period between sun-rise and 
sun-set. It m&y be proper, that on Sundays the power of assembling 
should be extended to certain hours of the day, viz. from five in the 
morning till nine at night; and, on the other days of the week, the 
Braves should be allowed to assemble for the purpose of instruction qr 
divine worship,, between the hours of seven and nine at night, on any 
neighbouring estate to that which they belong ; provided such assembly 
takes place with the permbsion of the owner, attorney, or manager of 
the slaves; and of the 'owner, attorney, oc managet of the estate on 
which such assembly takes place. 

Thirdly, to prevent any possible abuse^ it may be advis- 
able that all chapels, and places destined for divine woiship of pub- 
lic resort, should be required to be roistered. The names of the per- 
sons offidating in them should be muje known to the governor, and 
the doors of ^e places Aould be opened during the time of public ser- 
vice or instruction. 

Governor Bentinck, (Signed,) Liverpool. 

&c. &c. &c. 
(A' true extract,) 

John Murray, 
13th May, 1823. Gov. sec. 

Did you forward a copy of this to the Prisoner? — I did, on the 23d 
May, 

Do you remember the 18thof August, last past? — I do. 

Where were you on that day ■ — On plantation Felicity, until 5 o'clock 
in the aflxrnoon. 

Did any thing particular occur on that day? — I was'informed, by a 

coloured man, about four o'clock, that the negroes intended revolting 

that evening ; and he gave me the names of two, said to ba ringleaders, 

viz; Gato and Quamina, of plantation Success. 

E2 
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JNd ikii teTOlt thenbmk <nit Mtnalty oa that nightl— It dkl, about 
S o'clock, upon plaulaUDn Sugccbs. 

Wbere is plantation Succ«i 7 — Next to Le Resouvenii. 

Pid this rerolt spread any farther? — Over the. whole cotet, as br 
down as plantatioo te Reduit, and, partially, beloW that, on tlU town 
«de. The Brothers and Felicity only exceptions. 

How &r up the east coast 1 — As far as Mahaica, I have heard. 

Were the negroes on Le ResoiiTenir engaged in die revolt T — ^Thejr 
were, and were particularly active. 

' Did tlua revolt continue any time ? — It did. 

How long ' — About eight or ten days. 

Were die negroes in a state of rtbellion oa the IMi nA 30th of 
Angastr— lliey were, and longer, soma days after. 

Did yon, aa hurgfaer officer, go into the Bmsh npon any expedition 
during this revtdtl — I did, five times. 

Did yon, in any of tbeie expeditions, see Qnanina? — I did, after he 
was shot. 

Can you state any where near the time? — {WUneu taid, at jirtt, he 
had. not kU notet, and could not remember)— -T^o or three weeks aftar 
the 2 1 St. 

By whom was be shot 1— By an Indian, nnder the command of Lies- 
tenant Nurse. 

Had the expetUtion, wluch was sent out, any reference to him?'^ 
"There was a reward of lOOOf. fbr faim. 

What became of Qttunina 7 — He was hung in chains apon I^antation 
Success. 

Were there any pertons with him at the time when ha ma shot i 
— One man. Prime, of Plantation Chateau Margo. 

y/trp they armed 7 — No ; Qaamitta had a cntiasa (or stick). 

Did you, in any of vour expeditions, take any cajAives? — ^Thtet, 
open that occasion, besides Quaroina. 

Did theiie men state to you their intentkms and object? — Frimo said, 
thitt it was the intention of'^Qnamina never to be taken alive. 

Was Fritno one of the prisoners T— He was. 

Is your house near the road or fiir from it ? — From 40 to fiO roods. 

What is the distance of the Prisoner's nsidence from your's 1— About 
300 roods. 

Extract fiom Journal read, by the Assistant Ju»«x-AsvocaTS. 

'■ Saturday, October 30, 1819. While Hn. Smith, and Hr. and Mrs. 
". Wray were cateclusing, Qnamina, Seaton, and York, three of tlie best 
" and most sensible negroes belonging to Success, came to tell me that 
" their manager, Mr. Stewart, had given strict orders that not one of 
" the slaves, belonging to that pluatation, should come to the chapel ; 
" for he had heard, that the Bmall-pox was at Le Besouvenir, Qua- 
" miua said, he replied, that most of the people had bad the small-pox, 
" faiid all the others had bad the cow^z, therefore, if the small-pox 
" was at Le Resauvenir, there could be no danger of people catching it ; 
" the manager replied, ' he did not care, for that none of them atwuld 
" cone to the chapel.'" 

" Sunday, October 31. To-day we have the smallest congi^^ion 
t that I have seen at oai chapel, on a Sue Sunday, since I lutve been 



." feoK, th* nuoQ' of whkh ii, moat of tb« managers piersntal tbeir 
!" ilaTSs conuDg, vodsr the plausible excuse, that the kiiiall' pox »«d 
" the plantation. The fact is this, there are three peTious who hare 
" the Binall<poz, and those three are removed to a boose, more tbao 
" three miles to leeward of the chapel, quite at the back of the plan- 
" Cation ; a soUtaiy place, where nobody would go if they CQuld; lo 
" that there Is no more danger of the negroes catling the small-jpox, 
" by coming to chapel, than there would be in going to Tnnbridge Cb»- 
" pel, if three pciople bad the small-pox in a solitary house on Hampstead- 
" bill;' the fact is, the planters are glad to lay hold of any thing, to pi»- 
"vent thetr slares attending to religion. I suppose, there ia not one in 
" a hundred in the colony who has not had either the smmll-pox or the 
" cow-pox." 

" Friday, Deceniher 24. I and Mrs. Smith went down to tows to see 
" Hr. Mercer; when we returned, in the evening, we band sevend negroes 
" waiting to see me; they told me their managers had given them ordets 
" not to come to chapel any more; and, that this order had been 
*' given to all the negToes in the neighbourhood ; they said the order was 
" m>m the fiacaal, and was carried, from one plantation to another, by 
" a man m a red jacket They were iu a great deal of trouble ; I UM. 
" them to be easy, that I did not believe the order was from the fiscasd, 
" and, that I would try to find out what it was, and get it ^tered. I 
" went over to Mr. Hamilton, who told me, tl^t it was nothing but a 
" request from Doctor M'Turic, that the managers would keep their 
*' negroes from the chapel; and- the reason which M* Turk assigned to 
" me this evening for his conduct is, that he don't know but the imall- 
*' pox may be latent on the estate." 

Are you a' medical man 1 — I am. 

Doyoa practise for plantatioa Le ResouvcnirT — Not now; at that 
tuns. 

Had you any reasons to believe that they were latent on the 34th Do- 
cember, 18191 — 1 had every reason. 

What were they 1— Two cases in the Regro-hou«e« not reported. 

Did the circumstance of their going through the negro-houses render 
it likdy ^ttt any negroes going there would catch itP — Most assuredly. 



MNTH DAY, 22d OCTOBER. 1843. 
Hr. M^DRK, in contiHHOtiim, 

. Were the measures which you adopted approved of T — They were. 
How do you know thatf — In consequence of the first fiscaal then 
being sick on his estate, die farm, 1 did not so soon receive a communi- 
cation frY>m him as 1 had reason to expect, and, wishing to allow Mr. 
Smith to preach as soon as possible, I addressed a letter, in my capacity 
as bui^her- captain, to Doctor Walker, the then officer of health in this 
«c4bny. He replied to my cormnuoicatidn, stating that it was unsafe to 
allow the negroes of the neighbouring estates to frequent the chapel at 
Le Resouvenir, as he considered the sitiall-pox had by no means left 
ifaatestate; tiiat letter I forwarded to the fiffcaal, with tny remarks ; I then 
teceired orders from the first fiscaal to put the recommendations of Dr. 
Walker into effect ; wtucfa were, that I sneutd instruct the medical attend- 



ant of that property to examiae all the negroeB twice, altoWitie 8 days 
to intervene between each examination; this I had ^eat difficulty in 
accomplishing, the neg;roe3 behaving very disrespectfully, onlyabout two 
thirds of them appearing- on the first examination, and at the second not 
more than five or six. I communicated to Mr. Van Cooten, the attorney 
* of the estate, the conduct of the negroes, who requested that I would 
ha^e a third examination made, which was accordingly done, and certi- 
ficates granted that the small-pox had disappeared from that estate; 
these certificates Mr. Van Cooten forwarded to the first fiscaal, and 1 
was instmcted to take ofi'the restriction. 

Did this restriction apply to the chapel only ? — Solely to the chapel. 

Did it prevent the Prisoner from preaching to the negroes on other 
estates} — Not at all. > 

Do you know whether the Prisoaer was aware of this T — Yes, he Was. 

Did you communicate to Mr. Van Cooten, that the restriction would 
not prevent the Prisoner from preaching on other estates ? — I did. 

Did yon, suhiequently to the revolt of which you spoke, give any 
orders to Lieutenant Nnrse concerning the Prisoner 1 — I did. 

What was the purport of those orders 1 — I requested Lieutenant Nurse 
to repair to plantation Le Resouvenir, and there desire the attendance of 
Mr. Smith at plantation Felicity, as the accounts I continued to receive, 
both vith regard to the intentioa and'number of the insui^nts, made 
it absolutely necessary to enlist every person nnder my command to 
repel them. This was on the 21st of August. 

Did you give any orders respecting his papers? — I did. 

What were they ? — To seal them up. 

What induced you to take this step I — It was a secondary step, in the 
event of his refusmg to obey my orders. 

Did he return to you with Lieutenant Nurse, in obedience to youi 
orders 1 — He did not ; Lieutenant Nurse reported, he had refused to com- 
ply with my orders. 

CrosS'examined by the PribomEr. 

How mahy cases of small-pox occurred on Le Resouvenir, in the latter 
end of 1819 ?— Six reported, and two not reported. 

What do you mean by saying that the orders you received from the 
fiscaal, and which you conveyed to the Prisoner, were parti^y observed 
by the Prisoner for three weeks 1 — Some people attended tiie service 
from Vryheids Lust. 

Who were those people 1—1 dont know. 

Did you ever correspond with any other person than ihe Prisoner, the 
fiscaal, and Doctor Walker, concerning the restriction, in consequence ' 
of the small-pox on Le Resouvenir 1 — Yes. 

With whom ? — Mr. Van Cooten, in consequence of a letter which he 
addressed to nie. 

Did you not correspond with Mr. Hamilton, then manager of that 
estate 1 — I did also. 

Did you receive any letter from him on the subject f — I did. 

Save you that teller, and will you produce W. — Receded. 

How long did the small-pox actually continue on Le Resouvenir f — 
The time is so long a^o that I cannot recollect; to the best of my recol- 
lection, it rfas there Bi October. 



Where were th« negroes, that were infected, placed ?— Those that 
reported, were placed in a house about 300 roods on the back dam of 
the estate. ^ . 

What became of that house ? — I burut it. 

Wheodidyou burn it? — I can't recollect the period, it was after those 
that were placed there could no longer communicate the disease. 

Was it before the conversatioii on the 24th December t— I cannot 
recollect, but I rather think it was. 

Did the two cases of smalt-pox not reported, occur before or after the 
bouse was burnt? — Previous. 

When the house was burnt, did you make no remark, or fpve mj 
opinion as to the eradication of the disease? — None whatever. 

After the house was burnt, when next you saw the manager, did you 
DOt declare that the disease had disappeared, or words to that effect ?— 
I stated to the manager, that it had, as far as regarded those that had 
been set apart ; but, with regard to those who remained in the negro 
houses, I considered them as liable to produce infection as ever. 

Were not all the negroes who had been ill, at that time cured ? — I 
could not tell, I had reasons to believe to the contrary. 

Will you state those reasons? — From the circumstance of finding 
some of the negroes unreported. 

- Had you not, as well as medical attendant as burgher officer, free 
access to all the negro houses ? — 1 had not, 1 go when required. 

What do you mean by saying that the negroes were unreported f — . 
That all casus of small'pox are to be reported under pain of f. -3000: these 
cases were not reported, 1 found them only by accident myself. 

How many orders did you issue, or were issued through you, to the 
managers of the other estates during the time of the small-pox i — Two, 
fhe last was to take off the restriction. 

Will you state what was the first order ? 

(Order put in, and read.) 

Before that, had any order to your knowledge been issued to prevent 
the negroes of other estates from coming uppn plantation Le Resouvenir 
generally ) — I am not aware of any. 

- Did Dr. Walker visit the estate, and esamine into the matter upon the 
estate, before he gave the directions? — No; be gave no directions, h« 
gave an opinion. 

Do you know from what Dr. Walker formed his opinion f — I do. 

Will you state it ? — From the circumstance of my having found these 
negrges unreported in the negro house, and as that house could not be 
burnt without burning others, the disease might be Still there ; that was 
the representation I made to Dr. Walker, 

Did you not, in compliance with Mr. Van Cooten's order, go on a 
Sunday morning to esamine the negroes, and before they could be got 
together leave the estate without doing so ? — 1 went by Mr. Van Cooten's 
order, or rather by appointment, to examine the negroes a second time. 
(On my way thither, I met with a number of the negroes .belonging to 
plantation Le Resouvenir, on the side line between Felicity and that 
estate ; they had passes ftom their manager, Mr. Hamilton ; when I went 
1o that estate, to the manager's house, I found Mr. Hamilton in his night- 
gown, and on asking him why he gave these negroes passes, when he 
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Rinatbe ftWare thit (he negraei were to be exBinined on tiint moming, 
he obierved, that the D^roei hftdfdl come there inabodythat momiiip, 
protesting &gaiQ«t any such examination. I desired him to call the hst 
of tlie negroes of the estate, and m went then to the CupcDter's Log^ 
fbr that purpose. I vaited nearly an bour, sendinz the driren to call 
out the negroes ; they would not come ; 1 called to Siem myself in vain,' 
tbey would not obey me, and only fire or six out of 400 made their 
appearance, f sent a certificate to that effect to Mr. Van Cooten, toge- 
ther with a letter, slating the improper conduct of the negroes, and, as 
Mr. Van Cooten knew the restriction laid upon the chapel coold 
not be removed by that certificate; in consequence, he requested that I 
would examine the negroes on the following morning, making the third 
time, which I reAised to do, unless he or some other person would be 
present whom the negroes would obey. Mr. Van Cooten attended him- 
self, and the negroes were examined. The negroes on the estates pelted 
me with sticks and hard mud and abusive langu^e. 

Did yon mention to Mr. Van Cooten, or to any on$ else, that the 
negroes pelted you 1 — I did, and Mr. Van Cooten promised to punish 
the individnals ; I communicated it by letter, and his original answer if 
bere. 

Puriag the sfflalUpox, did you give the manager of plantation Lt 
Resovvenir any order to prevent the negroes of that estate from going 
upon other estates, or fhim coming to town, by refusing them passes or 
otherwise ? — None, that I recollect. 

How do yon know that people from Vr^heid's Lust attended tike 
chapel during that time f— I had an opportunitr of seeing them myself. - 

You said you had a discretionary power, did you inform the Pnsonei 
ef this circumstance ? — He knew ftom the circular that went round. 

Who communicated that circular, or its contents, to the Prisoner t~~-1t 
was sent round to the estate, as all other circulars are sent ronnd. 

Is the Prisoner a part of the estate, so that all communications to the 
manager must be made known to hbn ? — Most assuredly, it cannot he 
supposed that the burgher-captain can communicate to every in^vidual 
on an estate. 

By what road would you go from your dwelling-house on plantation 
Pelicity to the house cf the Prisoner on Le Resouvaoir, to make the 
distance only about three hundred roods ? — Across the trench by tht 
Koker it is scarcely three hundred roods, I have frequently measured it. 

Did yon give Lientenant Nurse any orders respectiag Mrs. Smith? — 
t did; that she would have every proper attention at my house if she 
wished to remain there, otherwise she should have a proper escort to 
town, or any where else, to a place of safety. 

Have you stated all the conversation uiat passed between yourself 
and the Prisoner, on the 24th December ? — Not all. 

Did you not ridieuk, or sneer, at the idea of the negroei being intlructed 
in Religion^, — Rejected. 

How do you know that there-were negroes with Qaamina when be wai 
Bhol ?— ;From seeing them standing b; him, and from the repOTt of tb»M 
thst were there. 

Weic you with the expedition at the time QuasuBftWM sh«(?— I 
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By the Court. 

Did <rou obB«f«fl uy greater Dumber thas tttaeA of negroes, going to 
))laDtation Le ReBOurenir, on the Sunday before the revolt ? — A great 
tnahy mor^. 

Were yon at home on Sunday before the revolt > — I was, I dined at 
Chateau Margo that day. 

Did you receive any cawmunication from the Prisoner on Monday 
evening, or «t auy time, of an intended rising i — I nevbr did. 

What are yonrduties asbnrgfaer captain ?-— It is difflcult for Ue to laj. 

Are you a public officert — 1 am. 
' Do you connnaml the district?— I do. " 

.Dp you receive any pay for those duties ? — None. 

^ )ong as the small-pox was on the estate, had you power or autho- 
rity to disobey the fiscaal'^ oideri— None whatever. 

Is the Bmall-[;ax a very dangerous disease in this climate, When it 
finds its way on an esta,te i — I should suppose it was very' dang;erous. 

Although a person may appear cured of the smaU-poitt may not the 
tfbease be within them lurkhig, so as to be contagious f— Most assuredly^ 
for months even 

Is it more dan^rous here, than in Europe F — I suppose it is. 

Yon have stated that Mr. Smith addressed you in a very violent mafl'- 
her, on the 24th of December, pray state this. 

The conversation was very desultory. Me observed rather rudely* 
kmong other things, that it did not matter to him whether he preached to 
One or one hundred neeroes, " for I am not paid by the headj as y^H 
ere." He used every kind of language to hurt my feelings. " I know, sir, 
diat you accuse me of taking money from the negroes; can you prove it, 
sir n kttow, sir, if you could, you would : do you know «hat Christnias 
tOeansf" and many other questions of a similar nattite. 



TteNTH DAY, 23p OCtOBER, l8«3. 
$BJ.T«*e«J^ed«S(^naar». Es9miaedbiftk£j,viDa»AatQ0AtK. 

What is your name ? — Seaton. 

1*0 what estate ?— Success. 
' Do you attend the chapel where the Prisoner preaches f — Tea. 

AVhat are you in that diapell — A member ana deacOB. 

Didyou ever know the negroes to give any diing to the parson .'—Van. 

Whalwasitf— Fowb. - 

Did you ever give any yourself? — One duck and one (bwl. 

Did you ever give more than that ?— No. 
' Did many negroes give diick and fowls the same way 7 — Yo». 
f Do you remember the Sunday before the revolt beg^n - — Tes. 

■Wete you on that^ay in the middle walk of Success?— Tefc 
_ Were there many dIjtaoDS there ?— Not many. 

Do you know where those persons came firom ? — Some fiort, tlie ^ 
several estates, from Le Resbuvenir up towards Mahaica. 
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What wpre the; doing there ? — Making a bugain ihtte. 

About what ? — About the rising. 

Did you see Quamina there ? — Yea. 

Was he there when you first went 1 — No. 

1 taean Quaraina of Success? — The same. 

Do you know where he had been ? — He had been at Hr. Smith'^* 
house. 
. How -do you know? — I left him there. 

Was any body with' Quamina at Mr, Smith's ? — Only Biiatol. 

After Quamina came to the meeting) did you make any agreement as 
to the rising ? — It was made before. 

Did Quamina join in that agreement when he first came to the middle 
walk I— No. 

Why did he refuse? — He said Mrs. Smith told him he must not rise. 

Did he afterwards agree ? — After the people heard what Quamina said, 
they would not agree. 

Did the people then persist in their intention to rise? — Yes. 

Ilowlon|;did the meeting last? — A quarter of an hour. 

Where did Quamina go aflei that? — Into Mi. Smith's house, I aaw 
him go there myself. 

Did yon see Bristol at the' middle walk on that day } — No. 

Did yoa see him after he went into Mr. Sroi&*s hsnse with Quamina i 
—No. 

Did you see Emanuel that day ? — Yea. 

Did he go with you to the middle walk of Success ? — Yea. 

Where did this revolt begin ? — At Success. 

Were many of the negroes of Success engaged in itP — Yes. 

Were they all engaged in itt — After the taking of Jack, ereryonft 
rose together. 

When was Jack taken ?— About 4 o'clock in the afternoon, on Mon- 
day. 

Who was taken with Jack ?— ^Qnamiiia. 

Had Quamina any hand in the revolt i — He did not rise before he was 
taken up, but did afterwards. 

Who were the leaders in this revolt f — Jack and Quamina, Paris, Jack 
of Vtotlaace, and JosejA of Bachelor's Adventure, amt I'elemachua of 
Bachelor's Adventure. 

Did any of these leaders attend the Prisoner's chapel ?-t-AII of them. 

Did you remain on Success during this revolt on Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday ?-~No. 

When did yoa leave Success T — Monday evening. 

Where did you go? — In fronL 

Where did- you go when .you left the estate? — ^To Triumph. 

Did yon see many of th^ rebel negroes I — Some; but not many. 

Did you see many of those who attended the Prisoner's chapel i— 
Several of them went to chipel. 

Did the rebels on Success, or any where else, attack the white people t 
— Yes, on TiiQmph. . 

What did they do?— They wanted to take up the manager and over- 
seer, and put them in the stocks, but Jack forbid it. ^ 
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Did yoti see any of the whites !a the stocks I — 1 saw them in the 
stocks at NooteuH Zujl. 

Mad the rebels arms F — At Triumph 1 saw one man with b gun ; the 
party with euos had ^ne before ; I saw them. 

Do you kaQw where they got the guns i — They took the guns from - 
the managers at Eeveral estates. 

How do you kqow that? — Because Joseph told me, I did not see it 
mysdf. 

Was Joseph one of the party? — He was. 
'When did you return to Success ? — On Wednesday. 

Did you see Quamina there 1 — Yes, aback. 

l)id Quaminastay there all that night I — I saw him till evening. 

When did you see him again ? — In the morning. 
' Was anything; said on Uie. middle walk, about taking the guns? — > 
Xes. 

What was itf — Jack and Quamina said, we must take the gpias from 
,the white people, and then drive thep to town ; ev^ry ^^P? y^ agreed 
tipon on Sunday, at the middle path. 

Did they i^ree to rise on Monday evening ? — Yes. 

Was this before Quamtna left the meeting to go to irfr. S|aiitfi,fpr ibe 
jsecond tiinef— It was. ,1. . 

Was the whole glan made, before Qua^iiia left? — Yes. . ^ /..'. 

Cross-eseamined by the PsieoKEp. 

Have -you been instructed by any one to say \>rhat you have just told 
jthe Court ?— No. 

Have you ever told any one .before what you have jasf told the Court? 
-r-No, sir, Iwent.to Mrs. Mierteen's, J said the same; and to Mr. Smith, 
{meanbg the assistant judge advocate.) 

.Was what you so told,' put down in writing? — Yes. 

ilwe you jince seeD.orbeaui what was so put down in writing? — No 
sir, I saw the pfitier. 

Jds^ SjiiTH, {the disiitant Judge Apvoe ate^ here was steorn, • 
and examined by the Coukt. 

Have you examined the witness for the purpose of this prosecution? — 
l<tiave examined several of them, the witness is one. I have examined 
Seafon.. 

^Have you attempted to instruct ormislead the witness ?— As a witness 
here, 1 am bound to answer; bijt, as a professional man, I should con- , 
aider, on ordinary occa'^dns, such a question too degrading to be put to 
met' I answer no. 

fimjhtxamini'Uion by the Pbisoner rf turned. 

^ow many time> did Quamina go to the Pri^oper, op the .Sy^'U'.tO 
w^ch you allude I — I know he went twice ; o»ce from the cliapel, and 
once from the middle walk. 

At what hour did the meeting on Suc<;es8 middle walk take place ?— ■ 
About two. ' 

F 2 



...Google 



44 

After whit service wuit thaf Qouaint weot to tb^ Prisoner? — After 
fonEDOOn KTVice. ' 

Where Hi you go after Ihe noon service f~l went to the middla' 
walk. 

Wbo were with the Priioner and Quamina, when Quamina Went to the 
Prisoner, «fter noon service,' — Bristol and mysetf, andQuAmina and 
bis lady. 

Was an;y one else present with Mr. Smith, attd Bristol, and Qnaauaa f ^ 
r—l do not recollect. 

How many times were ifou preseni with Mr. Smith and Quamin(i,itt 
Hr. Smith's house, en that Sunday ? — Only once with Qiutmina. . 

Whibt you were present wilhQnamina and' Mr. Smith, did you hear 
any convei'satiob between them ? — Yes. 

Will you state it } — Quamina went to Mr. Smith, and asked him abont 
tbispaper; Mr. Smith said yes, the paper had come out lij far, as to. 
preaii the drivers, and that nobody should be licked any njore again, and' 
^hat if any body should be liclied, it would be by their masters or their 
^nana^rs, ana if tiny thing more than that, they were to fce confined; 
after I heard that, Quamina.told me to go with Manuel away to the mid'* 
^leL walk of Success, and 1 went and stopped the people until be came. 

Was any thing said about freedom having come out fron England,^ 
jTor the n^roes f — No. 

How long wa!B it after you got to Success middle walk> before Qua- 
piina came there >— About a auarter of an hour. 

Did Quamina tefi ybu, in the bearing of Mr. Smith, to go to Success 
ifiddle waU[,?-^Quani>a and myself vere logothcr kt the gallery, Hr. 
Smith was in the hall, I cannot tell if he heard. 

Did any one, at the time we are now speaking of, leave Mr. Smitt's 
ftoiise with you i — 1 left Mr. Smith's botue witlwnt any o*e with me ; 
1 fell in with Emanuel on my way there. 

In wh^t part of Success oudtUe. walk was tha meeting ?-~As far as 
fmsL here to Mr. EdmooBtone's house ; the chapel was in oght, but no- 
oody could see us because of the canes. 

At what hour did the meeting break' up? — About three or four 
o'clock. 

Where did you go immediately after the meeting broke up ? — Each 
:weiit home to nis own place ; Quamina and myselfweDt back again to 
Mr. Spiith ; I did not go into the house. 

After you got home, where did you then go ? — Nowhere; I went home, - 
£0t my supper, and went to sleep. 

What did Quamina go to Mr. Smith's fof) the secoiul time } — lie did 
jiot tell me properly; but he told me on the way,' that he did not know 
,wbat to say to Goodluck to stop him from goiug on ; and that if hacoufal 
get any person that same night, he would send to Jack, to stop the peo» 
pie over the coast. 

Whilst Quamina went into HSf. Smith's house, ffb»e did. you goT — 
I went, to the negro bouse, to ask for some com. 

Did you see Quamina after he came out of Mr. Smilli's hoUse, on that 
ni;j^ or afternoon when you and he went there as you fifty, after you 
ai^,be came from the meeting in ^Success middle walk? — I and he went ' 
home togelherafterwards. 
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Where did you meet Qaamina to go fa<»iM wilh him, at Hke time imb^ 
tiooeii in tbe last queatbn i — Quamiaa saw me walidng throuj^ tl)«, 
yard, and came to me. 

Was it dark or light when Quamiaa went into, and Isft Mr. SmiA's 
house, before you went in toother? How long^ before the aua imit 
down ?— Not very long. 

Did you'andQuaminago straight home, and if yea, did you ^hone 
beftus uie sun was down ? — Yes, the sun was down juit aftef we got 
borne, 

Sy the Cova.r, 

Were Jacic of SuccesB, Quamtna, Paris, Jack of Vigilance, ^d, 
Joseph, and Telemachua, of Bachelor's Adventure, teachers or deacoqf i 
— Jack of Success, a teacher ; Quamina, a defwon ; Paris, I don't knop ; 
Jack of Vigil anoe, a teacher; Joseph, a teacher; and Telemacbus, « 
teacher. 

Did Quamina make use of Mr. Smith's name, on going back to faif . 
bouse after the meeting ? — ^He'told me he was going back to Mr. Siattft.< 

Did be say any thing else i — No, not that I heard. , 

Was Quamtna first, second, oi third deacon, of that chapel l—Tba, 
first. 

How far was Mr. Smith from you, when Quamina told you to. go ^>. 
Success middle walk? — About as far as that partition, (aboai ten f>i, 
eleven paces.) 

Did Quamina speak lower than common, when he gave yon tl^at 
order i—Ja an easy manner, not high nor low. 

Who is Goodluck ?— He belongs to a black man of the name of Pet^ 
M'Clure. 

What was the purport of Quamina's first visit to Mi. Smith, from tfa« ■ 
chapel 1 — He went to ask about the letter that had come out. 

John Baii^lie called and gieont. Examined by the JUIM3B7 
Advocate. 

What are you T— I have been a asrvut to Mr. Chapman. " • 

Who is Mr. Chapman T — Ordnance store-keeper. 

When did you leave his service ?— About a >ffeek aft^ this revolt too|( 
p^we. 

"What revolt do yoa mean 1 — The rising of the negroes. '■■ 

Whendid that break ont?-^On B.Monday night. . 

Did your master direct you to go up the coast on that Monday hightl 
— On Uiat Mcmday night, Mr. Goppy's ser»ant was sidt,Bnd i <tro"re a 
detachment up the coast ; Mr. Peddie commanded. 

Where did you drive tb«n too? — Le Resonvenir; we could nOI get 
farther, in consequence of the bridge being brokc.down. 

Were there any other carriages 1 — Three. 

What was in them } — Soldiers of the twenty-first. 

What other carri^es 1 — President Wray, Colonel Goodman^ and Mrs. 
HiBwhags. 

Who drove Colonel Goodman's carriage?— Colonel Goodman's own 
coachman, John Aves. 

Whenvou got to the broken bridge of I-e.R«uouvenir, what did jiou 



.do 4 — Tiu stddiera ali^ted, and we wer« at a sUnd; the loldiery 
wcDt on. " 

Where did you go ? — We returoed back, and vejit to Le Resouvenir. 

tad you go in to that ^tate ? — Yes. 

Did you see any one there ?— Yes. 

Who was it?^Hr. Smith, the Prisoner, was the first person. 

Where was he ^ — ^In his own room, up-stiurs; 

Was he looking out of the window ?-^He was looking out of the glass, 

Kd yon speak to the Prisoner, or did he speak to you ? — We had put 
the horses into the stable, we went to look aher them, we came back to 
the carriages, and the Prisoner came down and asked us in ; we went ja, 
John Aves, myself,' and two black men. 

After yoQ went in, did any conversation take place 1 — When I went ia 
Brst, I said; what piece of work is all this? and he asked me what I meao^ 
by a piece of work ? I said, about the negroes rising ; and it is very estra- 
ordinary we should not hear of it in town before it carae to the point : he ' 
xna^e answer and said, I have knpwn about this, this six weeks: some- 
thing very strange, said I, that we could not hear of it in town, and you 
heard of it sixweek^ ago: thenlaskedhim what he thought the grievance 
was? he said, be'could not blame the negroes much, for uey were worked 
day and night, ^od. all Sunday ; and diat the manager on that estate 
bad given a cat to the drivers as well as the whip, and would not allow 
them to go'to chapel ; and that there were to be no negroes flogged in th« 
field, and no wonten flogged at all, only to be put in the stock^. He 
had papers' in' his house to that effect Irom home. I asked him what 
time this disturbance took place? he s^d, about seven o'clock, when they 
cune from' their work : be said, he had been busy writing alt day, and he 
mcf ely walked out about half past sis to straighten his legs, and there he 
seethe' negroes well armed with muskets, cutlasses, and things like 
pikes; that fifty able negroes had surrounded the house, and taken six 
muskets, agd ,what ammunition they could get; he said, the two over- 
seers ran to him for protection, but the manager was away; I asked him 
if he was not afraid to stop in the house alone ? he said no, they did not 
trouble such peo[de as him ; that is all. 

0rpaa-eifapine^ by the Pjn^oNEB. 

Were the two black people there, during this conversation? — Tliey . 
were, one belongs to Mr. Robertson. 

Who is the other? — Th@ preaident's coachman. 

Did the Prisoner say that he ineto, six weeks before, that tlie revolt 
would break out, or that he apprehended iti — He s«id he knew of it, that 
"was the word. 

Did the Prisoner mike any, and what allusion to the newspapers from 
home ? — He said he had papers to that effect. 

On your oalh, did not the Prisoner say, that aa soon as he bed read 
the papers, he knew that the revolt woiiid take place, or words to that 
efiect? — I don't recollect siich words. 

Have you been intimate with the Prisooer? — No, sir, I never saw him 
before that night, to the best of my knowledge. 

Did the Prisoner state how he knew, eis weeks before, that the revolt 
would take place? — No, sir. ', 
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Were John Aves and thu two black men preKnt, and in hearings, 
during all the conversation between youTBelf and the Prispnet? — They 
vere all in a very small room. * :, 

John Ayes called and sworn. Examined hy the JtrDCE*- 
Adtocate. 

What are you ? — Coachman to colonel Qoodman. 

Do you remember the 18th of August last paat' — Yes. 

Were you on that night on Plantation Le Resonvenir? — Yes. 

Were you in any house there T^Paraon Srotth*a house. 

Doyou know thePrisonerl — Yes, 

Who were with you? — Mr. Chapman's groom, the president's man- 
Comdis, Mr. Robertson's man, I don't know his name. 

Did any conTeraation take place? — Yea. 

State it. — I said, it is a terrible thing this rising of the negroes ; he saidf 
this is a thing that has been expected these six weeks. I asked him what 
time it began } he said, he supposed about 7 o'clock in the evening: 
that the negroes, - some of them rung the bell and some blowed Ue 
shell ; and that was the alarm. About 50 strong able men went round 
die manager's house, and demanded the arms of the house r' all they 
wanted were the arms;. they did not wish to harm the managers, pnd 
ihey got six muskets out of the manager's house. The two overseers 
came over to him for protection ; I asked him what the negroes wanted i 
he said, they wanted dieir Saturday and Sunday; he said, that there 
was an order sent out from government that ail whips were to be I^d 
dowa ; no whips to go into the field ; the whips were to be hung up in . 
the manager's honse; and if they did any thing, complaint was to be 
made to the manager, and he was to punish them, if he saw fit ; instead 
of that, the manager, on that estate, gave the drivers cats with the 
whips ; and he s^d, he would use them whilst he was Ed>lB, and he had 
papers in his house to that effect. I am not positive these are the words, 
but these are the words I heard Mr. Smith say. > 

Who held the conversation with Mr. Smith? — Sometimes I asked the 
question, sometimes Mr. Baillie, who drew a chair next to him, and I 
walked about. 

Did yon hear all the converaation between Mr. Smith and BatUie on 
that evening? — No, I did not. 

When you first went in, were you present and in hearing of the con- 
versation thattook place about the revolt? — I was. 

Was Baillie present and in bearing of all the conversation that took 
place between you and Mr. Smith ( — He wa!s within hearing. 

Was Baillie present, or in hearing, when Mr. Smith told yon " this is 
" a thing that baa been expected these six weeks ? " — Yea, he was in the . 
rocHn wiUi me. , 

Did yon, daring that evening, hear Mr. Smith tay that he4iad knowiL 
of the revolt for six weeks ? — No, I did not hear that. 

In what tone of voice did Mr. Smith speak on that evening? — He 
spoke very low; I never heard him speak before or since. 

Could he be heard all over the room in which you, and he, and Baillie 
were talking ? — I don't think so. 

Had you and BailHe afterwards any convpraation relative to what . 
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wiHed on that enniiig at Mr. SmitVs ?— Baillie latd, he thoueht Mi. 
SMith was a very cuiious soft of gendeman ; he said, he asled Mrl 
Smith if he wu aot afraid to stop tbwe by himself; and Boillie said, he 
told him they did not troubll suoh people as than ; he made anin^f 
and said, he supposed him take ioom Methodist parson, or something; 
of that 

Did Bullie telt you that he, Hr. Smith, said that htj knew of the 
revolt si± weeki before ? — Baillie told me he had said he knew of it six 
veeks befhre. 

Had you and Ba3lie any difference of opinion as to itrhether Mr. 
Smith said he knew of the revolt) or had said it was a thing to he ex" 
i»e«td*— No. 

When was it that BailKe first told yon that Hf. Smith hsd told him' 
that he knew of tlie .revolt ux Weeks before 1 — 1 beUeve it was the next 
moming. 

' ELBVENTH DAY, Stkn OCTOBER, 1823. 
fHOH^ft Rqsm^V, At.D. eaUed and twom. Exambted b^ 

tha JtIttaK<ABTOCAIS. 

■ What is your profession 1 — ^H<edicel practitioner. 

Do you know &t residence of his excellency Hie gotemor, thd presi- 
ifeoi, and the quarters of colonel Leahy ? — Tes. 

- Does the road from town go near any or all of these places? — A per- 
hba cannot come from the east coast mthout passing; neat colonel 
Leahy's quarters, t. ei unless he comes on horseback. 

- Do ^on remember tiie 1 Bth of August last ? — I do. 
' Didyouf on that day, see die Prisoner? — I dldL 

At miat houf^^Between 7 and 8 in the morning;. 

Did Ite come to your door on foot, oh horseback, or in a dti^seT — i 
|>resntne. he came in a chaise; I did not see Mr. Smith-arrive, hut hi* 
chaise wa^'at my door the whole time he was th^re. 

yfimi tTOs the purport of his visit to you ? — To consult me nbout a 
pain in his side. 

JACKET Rekd tailed and sworn. E^tttniliti bt/ the ivBGi* 

ADVOCATfe. 
.To wh^t estate do you belong? — Dochfour. 
•Do you attend Bethel chapel f — Tes. 
What are yqu there ? — I am a member of that chapel. 
'Wd your master aBow you to attend the chapel? — When I first 
attended, my master was not in the colony; on his tetum, he did not 
prevent me. 

Did you ever know any of the negroes of that estate punished for 
going to chapell — No. 

Or ill^reated by the managefl — No. 
Were ^ere any meetjngs on that estate? — Yes. 
For what? — My master allowed us to keep a prayer-meeting on the 
estate; he said, I could meet any time I chose on the estate, provided' 
no strangers were allowed to come there, neither myself to go abroad. 



Did jou ever mention this to th« Pntoner? — I did. 
Did ne make any remark upon itl— He said, itwu very well, but 
tfaere was no harm to go abroad, or to teach strangers that came there. 

Did the Pruoner ever send teachers on other ertaiei to adnumtth ihtue 
that did not come to chapel? — Yes. 

Were ycra pTer sent, by the Prisoner, to any estate to teacbl— 1 was 
sent to Orange Niissaii by Mr. Smith. 

For what purpose7-^He said there were a good many christians there, 
and they staid away from chapel; he told me to go, but not to~take any 
hymn-book with me, or catechism, and not to go in the face of the 
manager, (fly the Interpreter, " What do you mean?") — To walk in 
any oiHer way, that the manager might not ask me any questions. He 
said, when 1 go I must call for the teacher, and let him first offer up 
a prayer and eing a hymn; and then 1 must read a chapter to ths peo- 
ple; any chapter that I think relates to the purpose, and to ask the 
people why they do not attend the chapel : I did accordingly. 

Who went with you to Orange Nassau? — A man named Quannina. 

Was he a member of the chapel? — No. 

Did he attend the chapell — Yes. 

I>o yon know Quamina of Success ? — Yes. 

What wan he on the estate! — A carpenter. ' 

Do you know his son JackT — Yea. • 

What was he J— A cooper. 

Head-cooper, or second-cooper, or what ? — I don't know. 

Did you ever receive any letter from Jack? — One letter. 

When!— The Sunday night before the rising of the negroes. 

Have yon that letterl — No. 

What did you do with it?— I iient it by Goildford to Mr. Smith, the 
Prisoner. . . ; 

- Who is G«H<tfordf— He belongs to Dochfour. 

Did you aead it with any message?--— I sent it with .a letter from 
myself. 

' When did yon send it? — I 'sent it on Monday, about half past two 
o'clock. , - 

Why did yon send it? — I did not approve of the contents of Jack's 
letter. 

I mean, why did yoiisend it to the PrisoDtr? — Because the letter from 
Jack Gladstme was written by the ipfembers of Bethel chapel. 

Did you receive any answer? — Yes, the same-Monday night, about 
half past niiA (I'dock. 

Have yen that answer? — Nof I gave it to n\y master. 

Is that the letter T-^fTAe letter was handed open to ike witness, he 
folded it up, loo'ked at the back; and then said) It was like this. When 
Guildfbnl gave it to me 1 was upon guard, I took it and carried it to 
my master witbout eeading it. 

Lieutenatit-coloneii Keeo, called and sworn. ■. Examined by 

^Ae JuDGE-Al)VOCA,T£. 

WhM-ftrfeyoirt — A resident of this colony: 

Wh»e do yob retrid^ ^ — At DiMihfoar«est coisl. 

Is there a negro of that estate called Jackey T — TherB ia. 
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Do yoQ remeraber the 18th of August last pait? — 1 do. 

Did you see Jackey on that night ?— I saw Jackey on the night of the 
18th of AugtBt. 

Did he give you any paper } — He did. 

Is this the paper which be handed you ? — It is the paper, 
' Are you aide-d€-cainp to hia excellency the commaader-in-cbiefand 
governor? — I am. 

Did you wait on the Prisoner? — I did. 

When?— On the Thureday or Friday of the first week's sitting of the 
■court-martial. 

For what purpose? — To ask him for the letter which had been writ- 
ten and sent on Monday of the insurrection, by Jackey Reed to the 
Prisoner, which letter inclosed a letter from Jack Gladstone to Jackey 
Reed, 

Who is Jack Gladstone ? — He belongs to Success. 

Is he the son of Quamtna? — He is. 

Did you go to the Prisoner? — I did. The Prisoner acknowledged 
that these letters had been brought to him by a negro called Guildford, 
belonging to Dochfour, but told me, he had destroyed them after read- 
ing them. He further acknowledged, that he had returned a written 
answer by the negro Guildford. I told him, that his answer had been 
placed in my handa on the eveaing it was written ; and, that I had then 
a copy of it about me. He begged me to favour him with a sight of it. 
I did so. He read it attentively and returned it, saying, that he believed 
' ■' n copy of that which he had written. 



Did any thing pass, between the Prisoner and yourself, concerning the 
revolt? — Yes. I said to the Prisoner, 1 am afraid you have been preach- 
ing very improper doctrine to the negroes, as, it appears, the principal 
members of your chapel have been leaders in this insurrection ; to this 
he replied, when I have been preaching, 1 have sometimes wished to 
illustrate what 1 was saying, by reference to the situation of a manager 
or overseer of an estate; and, when 1 have finished my discourse, I 
. have asked some .of the most intelligent of my bearers to ezplEiin what 
I have been saying, and the^ have told me that I have been abusing- the 
manager and overseer. The Prisoner then observed, that this was not 
the first insurrection that had taken place in the colony. I said, it was 
an insurrection of a peculiar nature. He then remuked, that much 
blood had been shed at different periods in religious wars, or words to 
that eiTecL 

Where was Mr. Smith at this time ! — In the room in this house where 
he is conSned. 

Cross-examined by the Pbisoner. 
Did not r tell you, what you have said concerning my illustrating my 
remarks, by reference to the situation of a manager, or overseer, of an 
estate, and my having asked the negroes, afterwards, what I had said, 
and their saying that I had abused ^e managers, as an instance of the 
aptness of negroes to misunderstand all that is said to them? — It did 
^pear to me, that the Prisoner wished to impress upon my mind, that if 
ithe negroes had acted rebelUously, they mult have nusundeiitood his 
doctrine. 
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By the Court. 

What disUnce is Dochfour to Le Resottveiiir ? — I think about fifteen 
miles. 

At what hour did Jackey give you that letter ?— Somewhere between 
the hours of eight and nine. 

Albxakdbr Stetbnson called and axeom. Examined bg Ihe 
JoDGB- Advocate. 

Where do you reside 1 — la Georgetown. 

What are you?— A printer. 

Do you know the Prisoner ? — I do. 

Do you know his band-writing? — If I were to see it. 

Is this paper his hand-writing ? (letter produced) — I believa it is. 

HsTe you seen him write^— I have. 

Have you received letters from him 1 — I have. 

(Letter read.) 
To Jackey Reed, 

I am ignorant of the affair you allude to, and your note is^ too 
late for me to make any inquiry. 1 learnt yesterday that some scheme 
was in agitation ; without asking questions on the subject, I begged tbem 
to be quiet. 1 trust they will ; hasty, violent, or concerted meusurea are 
quite contrary to the religion we profess, and 1 hope you will have notbing 
to do with them. . Yours, for Christ's sake, 

J. S. 
Jacket Reed's Examination resumed. 

The letter you received from Jack Gladstone you state you sent to the 
Prisoner, do you know the contents ? — Yes, — " My dear brother Jackey, 
I hope you are well, and I write to you concerning our agreement last 
Sunday. I hope you will do according to your promise. This letter is 
written by Jack Gladstone and the rest of the brethren of Bethel chapel, 
and all the rest of the brothers are ready, and put their trust in you ; 
and we hope that you will be ready also. I hope there will be no dis- 
appointment, either one or the other. We shall begin to-morrow night 
at the Thomas, about seven o'clock." — that is the whole of it, as near as 
I can recollect. 

Do you remember the contents of the letter you wrote to the Prisoner 
on that Sunday ? — Yes, it was, — " Dear sir. Excuse the liberty I take in 
vriting to you ; I hope (his letter may find yourself and Mrs. Smith well. 
Jack Gladstone present me a letter which appears as if I had made an 
agreement upon some actions, which I never did ; neither did I promisa 
htm any thing ; and 1 hope that you will see to it, and inquire of the 
members whatever it is they may have in view, which I am ignorant of; 
and to inquire after and know what it is : the time is determined on for 
seven o'clock to-night." — My name was at the bottom of it. I gave my 
master a copy of it from memory. 

When did you give him that copy of it J — About a fortnight ago. 

Was Quamina of Nootenzuyl sent to Orange Nassau with you by Mr. 
South I — No, he was not ; Quamina of Success sent him. , 

G 2 
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Where it Quamina of Nooteoznyl P — He was i» th* barrach tome (un« 
«j(o; I don't knou) where he is now; I believe he is executed. 

Did the Prisoner ever mark down any p&rticnlar cha]^r fot you to 
read ? — He has. 

What are they 1 — I can't remember them now ; he haa marked down 
several chapters that relate to religion. 

Wh£^t chapters did you read wheu you went to Orange Nassau f — I 
cbn't recollect it now, but I beliere it was the 6th chapter of the Epistle 
to the RomaoB, and the 136th Hymn was sung. 

Guildford called and twom, examined by the Assistant Judgb- 

AdVOCATB'. 

To what estate do you belong f — Dockfour. 

Do you remember the Monday when the negroes began to rise ? — Vea. 

Did Jackey Reed, of Dochfour, give you a note that day? — Yes. 

What o'clock ? — About half-past two o'clock. 

To whom were you to carry the letter J — To Mr. Smith, the prisoner. 

Did you carry it? — Yes, 

When did you get there 1 — A little before six. 

To whom did you give the letter! — Mr. Smith. » 

What time did you leave the house of Mr. Smidi'1— At six, tun just 
down> 

To whom did you give the answer ? — To Jackey. • 

What time was this i — When I got there, they bad not gone to bed 
yet ; I don't know the hour. j 

Where was Jackey when you gave him the letter? — On guard, at 
Dochfottr. 

Did you see Jackey read the answer? — No. 

£y tka Court. 

Had 4he negroes risen on plantation Le Resouvenir, when you arrived 
at Mr. Smith's house ? — No. 

Mitchell calted. Swom on the Bible, and examined by the 
AsBisTANT Judge-Advocate. 

Says he is no christian. 

To what estate do you belong ? — Le Resonvenir. 

What are you i — Horse minder. 

Were you on the estate the night of the revolt, when it began J — Yes. 

Did the men of LeResonveair rise ? — Yes. 

Did you remain upon die estate i — Yes. 

Wliere _did the people go? — When they took the guns from the 
manager's^ house they went to the road. 

Did you see any man come on that estate the next morning ? — Yes, 
Quamina.. 

What Quamina ? — Of plantation Success. 

Where did you see him go ? — On Tuesday morning I saw biin pass 
along the yard to Mr. Smith. 

Wiere were you ? — In the horse-stable. 

What horse-stable ?~Mt. Hamilton's, the manager's. 

Was any body there viitb you ? — I was alone when I saw Quamina ; 



when Doie came out of Uie water-si de.wlufra hi had bean carrying break- 
foBt to Ur. Hamilton, I told him bo. 

Ib that the Mi. Smith abotit whom yon have been speaking i^Ye*. 

By the Frisonbb. 

What time on the Tuesday morning was itthatjrou sawQuamina? — 
The sun was not quite high. 

What yard was it ihat Qaamina passed along f — He came from the 
Company path towards the Success line, through some cabbage-treea, to 
Mr. Smith's yard; I saw him go into the yard, but I did not see him 
come out. 

Dose coiled. Sworn and examined by the Asiistaht Judce- 
Advocatb. 

Not a Chris ttau. 

Do you believe God Almighty a'top ? — Yes. 

What is your name ?— Dose, 

To what estate do you belong ? — Le Resouveftirr 

Were you on the estate the night the revolt brttke oai ?~Ye», 

Did the negfoes attack Mr. Hamilton's house ?-^Yes, they came n>md 
it, and came in the house at the time Mr. Hamilton surrendered his arras 
to the negroes ; the Prisoner was walking i^ the middle paUi ; it was a 
little after sun down, the sun had just gone down. 

Was any one with Mr. Smith } — ^He came down with Mrs. Smith, and 
stood before Mr. Hamilton's door ; they had been walking before, and 
did sot come direct from their home to Mr. Hamilton's. 

Did the Prisoner say say thing, in your hearing, to Mr. Hamilton, or 
any one else ? — Yes. 

At the time the negroes were round the house, did Ife speak to Mr. 
Hamilton i — Yes. 

What did he say to him i — I don't know. 

Did the Prisoner and his wife go away together ? — Yes. 

Were you on the estate the next morning f— Yes. , 

Were any of the men of Le Resouvenir about the oe^ro yard ?— Ho. 

Do you know the groom ? — Yes. 

What is his name ?— Mitchell. 

Where was Mr. Hamilton that raornipg i — In the front bouse, on the 
watetTside. 

Did you go to him there that morning ? — Yes. 

Did yon carry him tmy thing? — Yes, breakfast. 
. Did you see Quamina ? — No. 

Did you see Mitchell that morning, when you returned from carrying 
the breakfast? — Yes. 

Did he tell you any thing? — Yes. 
, What ? — He told me he saw Quamina come to Mr. Smith. 

How far is Mr. Hamilton's horse-sUble from Mr. Smith's house t— A 
litde f&rther than St. Andrew's church, (about 100 yards.) 

Byjhe Prisoner. 
Did you see the negroes pushing Mr. Smidt away from the manager'^ 
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Antji Ankey called and •leont. ExamtMed hy tkt Amistamt 
Judge-Advocate. 

Are yon free I — No. 

To Whom do you beiong ? — Le Reiouvenir. 

Were you on that esUte the Tuesday after the revolt ? — Yei. , 

Do you know the Prisoner and his wife? — Yes. 

Did you aee Mn. Smith od that Tuesday ? — Yes. 

Where ? —At her house. 

At what tineJ — Between twelve and two o'clock. 

Did you go to her of your own accord, or did she senit for you T — She 
•ent for me. 

Did she flay any thin^to you? — She asked me what was the matter, 
that the peopte were doing sol 

Did you make any reply T — I said, 1 don't Vnow, ma'am ; the people 
wiidi to get their liberty. 

Did Mrs. Smith say any thing more? — Hrs. Smith said the people did 
not behave well, for black people conld not fight against whites. She 
said, she had been afraid the whole night, and had not slept. I answered, 
i was flo afraid too, 1 did not know where to go, into the great house or 
the negro house. Mrs. Smith said, don't be afraid, they won't hurt yon. 
Ttien Aie went to lie down, and told me she wished to see Quamina or 
Bristol very much. I did not know any thing about it ; but I then got a 
boy, to send aback to bring Quamina to the lady. 

Did Mri. Smith my any thing in that conversation about which would 
conquer 1 — No, nothing further. 

iHd she say any thing about the mode in which the-negroes were to 
carry on the war? — No. 

What boy did you get to go aback ?— Andrew of Le Resouvenir. 

What time did you tell Andrew to go ?^In the evening. 

Did you see Andrew the oest day? — ^Yes. 

What time was it when you saw him I — In the night, he came and 
called me. 

For whati — He told me that Quamina was come, 

Where were you ? — In my house. 

Did you go outi — Yes. 
- Did you see Quamina? — Yes. 

Did you say any thing to him t — I told him good night. Qnanina told 
ttie to go and see if any one was in Mr. Smith's house. 

Was any one with you, or near you, at that time? — Jenny Grant was 
in my house; and when I went out she went with me. 

Who is Jenny Grant?— A free woman, in town. 

Were did you go?^I went over to Mr. Smith's house, and saw alady, 
named Miss Kitty Stewart, a cob woman. 

Did you go into the house 1 — I went into Mr. Smith's house, and told 
Mrs. Smith that Quamina was come ; then I took over Miss Kitty Stew- 
art to my house. 

When you went into the house did jou see any one besides Kit^ 
Stewart and Mrs. Smitht— I saw Mr. Smith ; I said nothing to him bill 
good night 

Where was he I — He was silting on the sofa. 
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. In what part of AehtMMl— In the ball. 

Where was Mrs. Smith T — In the front gallery. 

Did Misa Kitty Stewart appear willing to go with yoil at firatl — No. 

How came you to take her? — Mrs. Smith told me that 1 must take her 
over to my house, and she would not come. 

How was she prevailed upon to come at last?— I said, come along with 
me Ro, before you ait by yourself so. Mrs. Smith said, she would not 
go to bed. Mrs. Smith said, that if Miss Kitty went over with me, 
when Mia, Smith wanted to go to bed, she would send and call her. 

Did Mrs. Smith appear anxious that Miss Kitty should go over ? — ^That 
I can't tell ; sbe stood over, and bid her to go with me. 

Did Miss Kitty then go awa; with you 1 — Yes. 

Where to ?— My house. 

Where did you ea after? — I went to look for Quamina, but did not 
meet him. I saw him after that go before me into Mr. Smith's house. 

After he went in was the door left open, orwa& It shut? — Mrs. Smith 
tttood at the door, and as Quamina went in she shut the door. I went 
to my house. 

By the Court. 

Wa^ Mr. Smith there when Mrs. Smith was talking to Miu Kitty 
about going to your house ? — He was there, but could not hear, because 
we were talking secret. 

Was the door Mrs. Smith shut, the door of the room where you saw 
Mr, Smith ?— Quamina went in at the back door, near the kitchen side. 

Did the door he went in at lead to the hall? — You gO through thai 
door to go to the hall, but there is another door that leaioa to the hall. 

What time of night was it when Andrew c&lled you, and told you 
Quamina bad come Pr—About eight o'clock, 1 can't be very sure. 

Could Mr, Smith hear you telling Mrs. Smith that Quamina bad 
arrived 1 — No, sir, Mr. Smith did not hear. 

Negro 'Andrew called and noorn. Examined by the Assistant ' 
Jhuge-Advocate. 

Do you understand the nature of an oath?— Yes. 

To what estate do you belong ? — Plantation Le Resouvenir. 

Do you know Antje Aukey, who livea on same estate 1 — Yes. 

Do you know Quamina, of Success ? — Yes. 

Did Antje Aekey ever give you a message ? — Yes, on Tueaday eventnjf. 

What Tuesday ? —The day after the war began. 

What did she tell you ? — She told me, that if 1 saw Quamina I must 
tell him morrow, and say Mr. Smith wanted to see hiok. I did. I saw 
Quamina ; I gave him the message about eight o'clock on Wednesday 
morning. 

What did he say 1 — Yes, and he came down on Wednesday night, 
idxiut eight o'clock. 

Where did he come tcdia 1 — He came fi'om a coffee piece, when he 
came from Success ground. 

Did be speak to you t — Yes. 

What did he say !— He asked if I brought the messt^ to him? I stud, 
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Where ii the coffee-piece T— A imall distimefcat the bsck of the negra 
houses. 

Where did'he ^ then ? — To Le ResonTenir building. 

IKd you go with himT — 1 remained behind and foUoved ; he told me 
I inuttt go and call Ankey fAntje.) 

Did you call Ankey? (Antje.) — I did call her. 

Where did you go after that? — To my house. 

Did you, after that, see Qaamina again ? — Yes. 

That same night 1 mean T— Yts. 

Where did you see himt — He was comag fieai the ftt>nt to the back 
dam, with a bottle in his hand. 

Did you go back with Quamiti^T — Yea. 

Did Quamina go aback ? — Yes. 

Where did yon go? — When we reached our oegro-honses I stnyed 
there, and he went away. 

Did he carry the bottle all the timel — No, sir, he gave me the bottle. 

Was the bottle emptyl — No. 

Whpt was in iti — He told me it was porter. 

What was the space of time between the time when Quamina came to 
go to Mr. Smith's house, and when you saw him again 1 — A good full hour. 

Have any of the negroes on that estate porter I — Mo, sir, they have not 
got any. 

When you came down with Quamina was any body else with yon 1 — 
A men named tiupido, of Le Resouvenir. ~ 

After yon got abark where did Quamina go ?— ^rflJght onward to hi« 
own estate, Saceess. 

Did Quamina say where he got the bottle of pcnrter t — No. 

Did he take it when he went away t — Yes, sir. 



TWELFFH DAY, 26th OCTOBER, 1823. 

CoPiDO, ^egro, called, awom, and examined by the Arsistant 
Judge* Advocate. . 

To what eitale do you belong ; and what is your name T — My name ia 
Cupido, I belong to Le Reeoureoir. 

Were you on the estate the Wednesday after the revolt? — Yea. 

Do you kno>W Qaamina, of Succesa ? — Yea. 

Did you see him that night? — Yes, when he and 1 came from aback. 

Whtffe Ml-r-We came as fer as the negro-hodsea of Le Reiouvenir, 
whed Andrew wemt to call Miss Ankey (Antje), to tell her that Qaamina 
had come. 

Did Quamina remain with you? — No, he went with Miss Ankey (Antje.) 

Where did you sttfy1-^l s&t down at the doormduth »f Romeo. 

Did you see Quamina again that night? — 1 saw him again aftttrwank, 
the same night. 

How long waa it after he went with Ankey, (Anije f) — IMI'aja iMmr; 
he did not stop too Jong, 

When he oame back sad he any tiling in his hand t— Yes, B boitle. 

Had he the bottle when he came to Le Reiouvenir Uqm aback? — ]4)|. 
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Did you aee vhere ha cuns from with the bo^e? — I £aaiiojt swear 
wh^re he came from. 

Where did you go ? — HyBelfaod Andrew went aback of Le ReaODvenH, 
And Quamioa w«Dt to Success. 

Did Quatnina carry the bottle the whole way ? — No, he gave it to 
Andrew. 

Sid he leave it with Andrew 1 — No, be took, it ftway with him. . 

Do you know what time of night this was ? — Between six and seveii.' 

Was it lig^ht or dark? — Moonshine: we came fnunthe back dam about 
seven o'clock; it was moonflhine when. we came from and went to the 
back dun, 

Jbhhy, aliai Jane Grant, called and noorn. Examined hy ihfi 
Assistant Judob-Advocat^. 

Where do you reside 1-rIa town; my name is Jane Grant. 

Were you -on Le Reiouveaii on Wednesday: atgbt, after.^ie revok 
broke out 1 — Yes. 

Do you know a man named Andrew of that estate 1 — Yea. 

Did you aee him that night 1 — Yes, I saw him come to Miss Ankey 
(Antje); I nas sittiug down at Ankey 'a (Ante's J door. 

Wlierft did Andrew go to ? — I . saw Andrew come into Miaa Ankey't 
(An^'a>jhouBe, E^d then 1 saw Uiemigo out. 

Did y.ou fallow ifaen? — I went ^nd peeped, to aee where they were 
goin^ to. 

Did you then see any one else? — I .saw them goii^, and I Uukiitura 
and saw Quamina on the dam. 

W^tQu^mina? — Quamioaof Succesi. . 

Did Quamina apeak to you % — As 1 peeped in his face be first bid me 
good night, and I apoke to him. 

Did he say anv thing more to you? — Nothing else. 

He did not tell you .where he was going } — No. 

Atler this did you remain with Quamina ? — No. 

Where did you go? — To the house where I had been sitting down. 

Have you Jutown Quamiuji a iong time ? — Yes, three or four years. ■ 

Did you kiiow, at that time, that Quamina had any thing to do with 
the levok? — I d>|l not; 1 had just cone from town, and was going, up 
to sell things. 

-Elizabeth, of Industry, a Utile Girl, called and worn. 
. . Examined by the Jdugb-Advocate. ' 

Does not know how old she is. 

Wliat is your name?— Elizabeth. 

Where do you belong to ?r— Industry. 

Where have you be^ living lately? — I lived with Mrs. Smith, the 
Parson's wife. 

Let the witness look at the Prisoner, and say if that is the person.— 
Yes, it is Mr. Smith. v ., . 

Do you remembet the night when the war hr«ke out among the 
negroes 1 — Yea. i 

Were you at the Prisoner's on that night? — Yes, I, was in hifl house. 

Did you see any body come there that afternoon with a letter ?— Yea,, 
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Do yoa know whetc he ctmi horn ?— I bdiere from Dochfour. 

Whatmaket you believe he came from Dochfour?— Becanu 1 have 
.■een that man who came with the letter in town since. 

What time was it 1 — It was just after dinner. San was h^h a little 
bit, it waa most down. 

What time does Hr. Smith dine t — Ahoat four o'clock. 

Did that boy stay there long then ? — He tat down apon the steps a 
little lon^. 

Did the Prisoner remain in his hoose after that boy went away? — ■ 
When he went away, ths Ptisoaer went to walk a Jittle bit in the middle 
path. 

Waa any one with him 1 — Only him and his wife. 

Did the negioeg rise upon the estate that night?t — Yei, that night. 

How long was it after the boy had brought the letter ? — It was about 
fevta o'clock. 

Was yon in Mr. Smith's honae the Taesday and Wednesday ?— Yts. 

Do you know Quamina, of Success ? — Yes- 
Did yon see him there diat Wednesday night?— Yes. 
' Where did you see him ?— In the pais<m's house. 

In what pan of tba house waa Quamina? — Inside of the hdlU 

Wat. any one with hhn ? — Mr. Smith and Hra. Smith werethere. 

Where was Mr. Smith at diat time? — He was sitting down in the hall, 
idose to the fable, on a chair. ...... . . . 

Was Qnajnina near him ? — He stood a little near him. 

Wat aiMT one eli« in the room besides ?— Qnamina and Hi. and Mrs. 
Smith, on^ they. 

Did Mrs. Smidi remain in the room' all the time tliat Qoamina Vas 
•here?— Yes. 

Did she erer come to the front door during that time ? — I did not see 
her ^ to the front door. 

Did you see Quamina t^ to Mr. Smith, or Hr. Smith to Qnamina ?— 
I heard them talk together. , 

How long did Quamina stay there? — He stood longer than Ibavebeeo 
before the court. (Afxml ten mtMula, or a ^varler qfa» fumr.) 

Did yoa see him go out ? — Yes, I saw him when he went out. 

After he went away, did you see Mrs; Smith ?t— Yea, I saw her. 

Did she say any thing to. you? — Yes. 

What? — Mrs. Smith said that I must not tell any body that I saw (Jua- 
mina in the house; and if I told any body she would lick me. 

During this revolt, did she see Euiy of the negroes come to trouble tha 
Prisoner ? — No, I did not see any one come there for that purpose. 

Bg tie CoDRT. 

Has tiie Prisoner ahoy servant? — Yes. 

Was Mr. Smith's horse in the stable when the man brought die nots 
on Monday night? — Yea. 

Do you know the way to Dr. M'Turk's, at Felicity '—Yes. 

Did you see the Prisoner, or his wife, give Quamina any thing? — I did 
aat ace either of them give any thing. 

¥ou say you saw Quamina go out, did you see any diing in his hands ? 
i-^H^ ba4 a !tick, upon which was hung d bundle. 
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KiTTT Stevart, or CoHiKa, called mtd sworn. Examined hy 
the AssisTAHX Judoe-Advooatb. 

What is your name ? — Kitty Stewart. 

■Where do you reside ? — At Saccess, with Mr. Stewart. 

Were you there at the time the reyolt broke out ? — I wai at Sncceu. 

Did you remain there on the Wednesday evening? — No, I went over 
to Le lUBoavenir. 

Had you any reason for going (here ? — The people of Snccess were all 
moring away, and going to the back, and I was afraid of remaining there 
alone, and diat caused me to go over to Le Resonvenir. 

Did you see the Prisoner on the Wednesday night, when you west to 
Le Resouvenir? — Yes. 

Where did you see him? — In his house. 

Were you in his house 7— Yes. 

Did you remain there all night? — No, when ! first went there and 
teked Uiem to lodge there, they said yes, 1 was welcome, and I stopped 
there. While I was sitting down at the door, Ankey (Antje) came to 
ne; she said. Mist Kitty, you are lonesome here, yon had belter come 
over and stop with me, till Mn. Smith goes to bed, and then she'll send 
and call yon. I was not at all wishful of going with her at first ; then 
Mrs. Smith said, go over with Ankey (An^e) ; whenerer I am ready to. 
' go to bed, I will send to call you ; and 1 went with her. 

Did yon return to the Prisoner's house that night? — I stood at a door 
where I went and sat down about an hour and a half, in that time Mrs. 
Smith sent to call me, and 1 went back. 

At the time when you went over, were the negroes of Success in a 
atale of reb^ion ? — lliey were going away, and moring thm things a 
back. 

LiBvmiAiiT Nbbsb called and ttBom. Stamined ty f^e 
Assnt ART Jddob-Advocatb. 

To what corps do you belong ? — 1st battalion Demerara militia. 
Were you [On duty at Felicity, on Thursday after the revolt broke out ? 

Who was commanding officer ? — Captain M'Turk. 

Did he give you any order on that day ? — He commanded ma to tf 
mir to Mi, Sfnith, am demand hia immediate attendaace at plantadom 
Felici^; for the reports whtch he received, concerning the strength, and 
intention of the insu^ent negroes in the neighbon.ihood, were of to 
alar^ung a aatqre u to call for the assistance of every white and fr«e 
coloured person jn the district, to bring them h»ck to th^t allegiwio^ 
and restore -tranquillity to &e country. I was slso desired to state to 
Piifmer, that if he had no arms of his «wd, he should be supplied with 
thein at the' poqt Felicity ; and that the duty which he should b? required 
to parfoim, should be made as easy and comfortable for hhn, as drcumr 
stiuice* woidd allov- That, with respect to his lady, (^ conld if sb^ 
pleased aQccunpany hiia to Felicity ; where a comfortable apartment 
should be provided fiw her accommodation, and tivery i«^ct and cjviti^ 
be sheriu W» fir, if A« wi»he4 *o be, twotfred to Qe?^ Towa, or to »nT 
H3 
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estate, an escort of troops would be appointed to conduct her there in 
■■•afety. 

Did you deliver these orders to the Prisoner? — I did, in person. 

Where ? — At hia residence oa plantation Le Reiouvenir. 

What reply did the Prisoner make ? — Hia reply was, that he would ndt 
obey the order or Captain M'Turk; that he had no authority to issue 
such an order ; and that if he had, he would not obey it, aa hw clerical 
character, or vocatiAn, exempted him from militia duty. He concluded, 
by saying;, that he was much obliged to Captain M'Turk for his kind 

Eromise of civilly to his lady and himself, but that he should not avail 
imself of it. That their circle of acquaintance was small, and he had 
na wish that his lady should be removed from Le Rtsouveuir, or to quit 
it himself: for, notwilhstanding the disturbed state of the country, add 
of that estate in particular, on which there were no other whites than 
Mrs. Smith and himself; he considered he was as safe there, as he would 
beiu GeorseTowD, or in any other houseor. estate in thecoloiiy- 

Did be then persist in his refusal to obey you? — I repeated my order; 
and, finding that he persisted in disobeying it, I asked him whether he 
knew that martial law Dad been proclaimed by the governor? Hereplie<], 
he did; and then asked him if he had teen, one of the proclamations-? 
He said, he had. I begged to know . if he had it in the house at that 
time? He answered in Uie affirmative. I asked him to shew it to me: 
he~ said he would, quitted the rpoqi, went up-stairs, and retnniedwilb 
. the piochunatioD, which [ read to him. I reasoned with him on the 
impropriety of his conduct, and bis refusal to obey Captaiu M'Turk*8 
order, when he knew that the law was now absolute, and admitted of 
no distinction, as appeared by the proclamation of the cprnmander-in- 
chief. He persisted in his refusal to obey, and told me, that, for his 
part, he did not know what martial law meant. That, after he had read 
the general's proclamation^ he referred to hia Enclycopedia for the defi- 
nition of die term martial law ; aadi whep he had read the eiplsnation 
given of it in that work, he was just as wise as when he had finished the 
perusal of the general's proclamation. I again, warned him of the con- 
sequeifceB of his conduct, aiid requested, that he would allow me to 
explain what martial law was; and, perhaps, he would^uoderstand it 
better from me than he had done from his Encyclopedia. He said, he 
hail no objection to hear my definition of it; and, wh^i I hfld~ explained 
to him the positive and absolute nature of the law, and that it wai his ' 
duty to comply with the Orders of Captidif M'Turk, or of any other ofS- 
det-, employed by the commander-in-chief; that his clerical vocation 
did not eteinpt him, the inhabitants of the colony being called upon^ 
without distinction, to take up arms. He answered, I differ from yod' 
in opintoh, snd I do not intend to join any troop or company, or to do 
any railida duty. 

Did CaptaLft M'Turk give y6n any further orders?— Yes; that in the 
event of his refusing to join the post at Felicity, not to enforce that order 
iy perional violence or arrest, but to ask the Prisoner fof his papers and 
manuscripts, fot the purpose of being setded up; and, if he refused to 
comply with that order, I must resort to force, and cafry it into execution. 
The Prisotier agreed that I should seal his papers up, observing, that ho 
h&d nothing to fear Irom a fair and impartial exEUoination of them. 
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l)ur!ng your conversation was tbete any tiding particular in hia man- 
Der? — It was very supercilious. 
. Did you go alone? — No, I c(krried a Serjeant and tweWe men. 

I)id you seal up the papers ? — I did. 

What were your further proceeding 1 — He made several observations 
bs to Captain M'Turk and myconduct in doing so ; telling; me, that we 
did it at our pertL He aslcea permission to retain several manuscripts, 
among which were several sheets sown together, which he called his 
c]ass-[>M>ks. These, he observed, would be of very little consequence 
to Kb, or our purpose, as they contained private memorandums as to the 
names of several, negsoes, who had attended the chapel regularly, and 
had contributed, by pecuniary aid, to its support ; that these periodical 
donations were set opposite to their respective names. I told him, I 
supposed he would feel no reluctance in giving up these documents for 
examination, as, upon enquiry, 1 had no doubt that those negroes, who 
possessed the advantage of a regular attendance at his chapel, would be 
found to be much improved, and benefited by his religious instructions, as 
to have taken no part in the revolt. He smiled, and answered, that I would 
be mif taken, as he knew that would not be the case. He was, also, reluc- 
tant to give up a letter, which he stated he had received, a short time 
previous, and nad not yet replied to it, I insisted on taking every thing 
mmaposcript; and, after some further hesitation, he gave me up the letter 
in question, observing, that it was from his friend and brother Air. Wray, 
of Berbice ; that it qontained pleasing information, as to the manner in 
which the inhabitants of that colony had met the views of the govern- 
ment and the people of England, in ameliorating and improving the con- 
dition .of these slaves ; and by allowing them the part or whole of Satur- 
day. I don't recollect whether he said the part or whole; .and, if the 
people of this colony had acted with the same liberal and generous feel- 
ing, the revolt which had occurred would never have taken place. I 
proceeded to oollect his papers, and put them in a desk and drawer, 
which I seated up ; and, having cautioned him against a violation of 
those seals, I proceeded to Felicity, and reported to Captain M'Turk. 
He ordered me to go to the Brothers and tell Captain Simpson, that he 
had refused to obey his orders ; and, that he was to come np to Felicity, 
with his troop, as it would be necessary to arrest the Prisoner, and send 
him to head-qnarters. 

Did you return to the Prisoner's house t — I did. 

Did Captain Simpson accompany you T — He did. 

Was the Prisoner then urastodf — He was; and, with his papers, 
given in charge to Capbun Simpson and his troop of cavalry. 

* - ' ■ ■ By the Prisoner. 

Did I not t^ll you, that I was willing to ^ve my Services in any way, 
except that of taking arms ? — No. ' 

By (he CoORT. 
Is that a copy of tlie proclamation which you read to the Prisoner ? — 
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PROCLAMATION, 

By hit Excellency Miuo^'^ncral Joha Marray, Lieatenaat-Gofemor 

Demerary. and Commutder-in^Chief in and over the 

(L. S.) United Colony of Demerary and EMeqnibo, 

John Murray. &c, &c. &c. 

fir Tirtae of the power and authority in me vested by our Sovereigin 
Lord Lhe Kins, and nbereas tbe disturbed state of the Colony appears to 
nie to be suMi, ai to require'lhe moat vigorous and decided steps lo be 
Laken for the protection of Hi* Majesty's Subjects and their Property — 
I haTe thought &t to issue this' mv Prorlamition, hereby declaring, in 
|he name of our Soverei^ Ijord %mg George the Fourth, the United 
CoIcHiy of Demerary and Essequibo to be, from and afler the iuuing of 
this my Proclamation, under MARTIAL LAW : and I do hereby enjoin all 
Faithful Subjects of His Majesty within this United Colony, to govern 
themselves accordingly, and to be aiding and assisting, to the utmost <^ 
their abilities, in restoring the peace of the country, and in protecting 
their fellow-subjects. And it is further our will and absolute comman£ 
in consideration of the premises, that no person or penona do, on any 
pretence whatsoever, quit Geoi^ Town, without Special Leave fint had 
and obtained for so doing ; all persons, without distinction, capable <tf 
bearing ArUns, bang required immediately to mroll themselves in some 
Troop vr Company of tLe George-Town Brigade df Militia. And it ia 
fbrdier ordered and enjcnned, that dl Kaves within the difieient districts 
of George Town, be detained by their Masters or Owners within thefr 
own premises — npt sufioing them to leave *ncb their premises on any 
pretence whatsoever, unless on the indispensaUe busioeas of their Masteva 
or Owners. 

Given under my Hand and Seal of 0£Bce, at the King's House, in 

George 'Town, this 19t1i day of Auguit, 1833. and in the fourth 

Year rf Hia M^esty's reign. 

God Save the Ki^ I 

By Commind of His Excrilcncy tha lieutenanl-Goremor, 

Join Muk**t, Got. Beei 

Here emded th^ duafor the Prtieeiitum. 



THIRTEENTH PAV, 81« OCTOBER, 1823. 

Hip Priamor baing Callad upm for- hia de&noe, atated, thtrt in ooa- 
aeqnenoe of the indiapoaition of himself and his connael, lie had not been 
able to complete his defence; but that at ten o'clock to-morrow n 
h« ahonld be qnite prepared. 
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FOCRTEENTB DAY, 1st NOVEMBER, 1823. 
PHISONBR'S DEFENCE. 

Mb. Pu>idxnt, 

Before I enter upon the immediate deTence of my conduct, fhtm the 
charges which hare heen preferred a^intt me, I beg leave to call the 
attention of the Court to a few preliminiiry obMirationi. The Court ii 
well aware that, by profeuion, I am a Minitter of the G«ipel, ordained 
and sanctioned by the Miaiionaiy Society, a most reapectable body of 
men, well knowu to, and lanctionol by the Government at home ; whose 
■ole object ii of a religious! nature, the conTcnion of the heathen and 
other unenlightened nation*, to the ChriBtian faith. With the civil or 
political state of those countries, where its Missionaries labour, it has 
nothing to do. Under the patronage of this Soeietyj I chose to engage in 
the difficult and self-denying work of instructing the benighted negroes 
in the principles of our hdv religion. With this avowed inteDtlon, I 
arrived here, in February, 1817, and, having obtained permission of bia 
Ijscellency, the Governor, to preach to, and catechise the slaves, I com- 
menced my labours with a full determination to keep to the letter of mj 
instructions fi^om the Societv, in havinff nothing to do with the temporal 
condition of those who might be placed under my ministerial care. 

To this determination I uniformly adhered. So much was I impressed 
with the necessity of acting np to this resolution, thatj soot) after my 
arrival, I requested permission to remove the chapel to the side of the 
pubKc road, that I might be farther from the Vegroea, and know less of 
what was transacted on the estate. The object of my mission, tike that of 
my predecessor, wa* very 4ifibrently regarded by the Planters; some.of 
them, from the time of my arrival, ana long before, Were strongly pre- 
judiced against the instruction of the Negroes, and hare umforinly 
opposed it ; but with others this was not the case. They allowed their 
people to attend the chapel, add observed, and, frotn time to time, com- 
mended their general behaviour, ud have repeatedly given proof of their 
approbation of the Mission, not only by words, but also by deeds, by 
contributing to the Missionary Society. 

The manner in which I hare pursued the otgect of my mission, 
deserves some notice: Having learned what kind of services had been 
performed by Mr. Wray, my predecessor, 1 endeavoured to adopt and 
ibltow bis plan. 

There w^re five services in the week in the cliapel, three on the Sun- 
day, one on Tuesday, and another on Friday. The Negroes ttelonging 
to the estate* trere catechised on other evenings, in the school-rooib 
attached to the house. 

After about twelve months I discontinued the Sunday evaiings' ser- 
vice ; all the others were regularly continued tilt the end of last year, 
when I gave up one of the week^lay evening seirvices ; since then, we 
' have had three public services in the week, and a catecbeticirf meeting or 
school, on one evening in the week. A great part of the interval between 
the anorning and the noon services on the Sabbath, wa* occupied in 
tatechiaing the Negroes, in the chapel. This departOKot wat super- 



n.g,t,7™byGOOgIC 



64 

inteadcd chiefly by Mrs. Smith ; while perwm weitt alien pretent ; I 
was (renenUly en^ged, at the sune time, in the tGhoal-rooB], cUechiiing 
candidates for baptism. 

All these lerrices were of a puUic nature, we had no private meetings; 
the piantation bell was rung to fcalt the people, the. door* were alwaya 
open, and the place acceuible to all. The constitution of th^' church wai 
formed by Mr. Wray, and was what is usually called Congrei^ional. 
There were four Deacons ; their dutie* were to assist in the administration 
of the Lord's Supper, by handing the bread and wine to the membera, t(> 
keep order in the congregation, to make enquiry into the moral conduct 
of such as applied for baptism, or admiasion into the church, and to col- 
lect the money, spoken of in the evidence for the prosecution. They 
.were not teachers by virtue of their office, nor did they, as such, ever 
teach any one to my knowledge. Beaton was indeed the teacher at Suc- 
ccM, but he was that loQg prefioua to his acting as Deacon. In point of 
sulhOTity, they were in m rcq>ect superior to any other member. 

Aa In the teacifcrs, they t^crc wholly unconnected with the'church. 
The petole themselvea cbose thein, on |Jieir rpfpectire states, without 
my iDterference. 

Their chief qualification waa a knowledge of Ih^ Cateqhisoi. 

I woulti now submit to the Court a few obaervationa respecUsg the 
Jmirnal, from which some extract* were read by the Judge- Advocate. 
.The Mitsittiary Swiety wished me to keep a Journal. On my arrival 
I commenced one, hnt soon found that thare was to<>,Uule variety in my 
labours, to rendqr it « matter «f consideration lo the Society ; yet I con- 
tinued it, merely for iny o^m private use, as must be pretty evident, from 
the cardess and irregular manner i» which it has been kept, and from the 
nature of teyeral of the notes' and reflections therein contained.' One or 
tKo extracts only have been given tu the Society, which me^e^y referred 
to the moral or spiritual state of the congregation. 

Ho other pan of the Journal was even read by, or to vty one, besides 
myself, till it was taken from me. The conteqts of it were unkijowD evea 
to Mrs. Smith, and the greater part I my ^If had forgotten. . 

The notes in the Journal relate chiefly to my ministerial labgurs among 
the congregation over which I was pla(;ed. Facts, and what were reported 
to me a* such, are t»iefly stated, and such reflections sojnetimes subjoined, 
as naturally arose out of them. ' Some part« refer to conversations with 
NegioeB, and ere brought forward by the Judge- Advocate, to prove that 
1 havt interfered with their -treatment. 

. As lo conversations with Nq[roes, the Christiana in particular, from the 
very nature of my ofEce, it was both natural and necessary that I should 
converse with them, to a certain extent. KTo.Missionary.or other Minister 
of the Gospel, can properly discbarge his sacred functions, without having 
some other intercourse with bis people, besides that of public teaching. 
He has to watch for the soul of every individual of bis chaige. (Se^ 
Ezek.ch. xxxiii.7,8.) " ^S« (Am, O wb o/asaa/ I havt ttt thee a watch- 
" man unto the htmte of Itrael : thtrefere, thou ahalt hear the word at 
*' my rnoHtk, and umm them from me. When I lay unto the wicked, O 
" wicked man, thou tialt turelj/ die; if thou dott not tpeak to warn the 
>' wicked from hie way, that wicked man tkail die in nit iniquity ; but 
■" hii biotni will J require at thy hand." Heb. ch. xiii. v. 17. " Obty 
ffhepi that hait the rule over you, and ^tmit yourtrhet: for tha/ 
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" watch fw jfimr tovh, «* tkty tlut tautt givt' eeedimt ; that thty tiwy 
" do it teithjoy, and not with grief : for that it unprofitable far you."} 

He is comtnlnded to be instant in leason, and out of season. (3 Tim. 
ch. 4. V. 3. ■* Preach the word, be inetaHt m »ea»imi out ofKoton, reprove, 
" rebvke, exhort With all long-ntffiring and doctrine." If any of hi) 
flock go astray, it h his duty to seelc after them, he must know the cause 
of their declensions in religion, ere he can rebuke and exhort them ; and, 
as I could not have access to them, on the plantations (though enjoined by 
the instructions of the Society, which hia Excellency has ^een and read, 
to visit theiii in their hounei^) it was necessary that I should cither make 
enquiry of others concerning lucb, or send for them to come tbemsetvcsj) 
with another member. The latter mode I always preferred when prac- 
trcable. In all such conversations, I have abstained from making- any 
remarks respecting their maulers, and have uniformly exhorted them to a 
dutiful submiuion, as some of the witnesses for the prosecution have 
proved, and multitudes of the congregation can testify. 

This brings'me to thechargm which are exhibited against me — They 
are four : 

The first is, " That long previous to, and up to the time of a certain 
" revolt and rebellion, which brc^e out in thiit colony an or about the 
" 18th August last past, I did promote, as far as in me lay, discontent 
" and dissatisfaction in the minds of the Negro slaves, towards their law 
" ful masters, managers, and overseers, thereby intending to excite the 
" said Kegroes to break out in such open revolt and rebellion against the 
" authority of their lawful masters, managers, and overseers, contraiy to 
" my allegiance, and against the peac6 of our Sovereign Lord the King, 
" his Crown, and Dignity." 

' ,Tbe second is, "That f, having about the 17th day of August last, and 
" on divera other days and times theretofore preceding, advised, consult^, 
" and corresponded with a certain Negro named Quamina, touching and 
" concerning a certain intended revolt and rebellion of the Negro slaves, 
" within these colonies of Demerara and Essequibo ; and further, a^ei' 
" such revolt and rebellion had actually commenced, and was in a course of 
" prosecution, I, the said John Smith, did further aid and assist in such 
" rebellion, by advising, consnlting, and corresponding, touching;' the 
" same, vith the said Negro Quamina, to wit, on the. 19th and 20tb Au- 
" gust last past, I then well knowing such revolt. and rebellion to be in pro- 
" gre&s, and the said Negro Quamina to be an insurgent engaged tharetn." 

The third is, " That on the 17lh of August last palst, and for a certain 
" period of time thereto preceding, I, having come to the knowledge of a 
" certain revolt and rebellion intended to take place within this colony, did 
" not make known tbe same to the proper authorities; which revolt and 
" rebellion did subsejjuently take place, to wit, on or about the 18th of 
'" August now last past." 

Fourth, " That I, aiiei* such revolt and rebellion had taken place, anti 
" diving the existence thereof, to wii, on or about Tuesday and Wednes- 
" day. The 19ifa and 30th August last past, was at plantation Le ResoU> 
" venir, in presence of, and held communication with Quamina, a Negro 
" of plantation Success, I then well knowings the said Quamina to be an 
'.' insurgent engaged therein, and that I did not use my utmost endeavours 
■< to suppress the «ame, by securing or detaining the said insurgent Qua- 
" mina as a priiontf, or by giving information' to the proper autboritie* 
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'^ or othenf (tie, bill, on lite contrary, pertuiited the taitl iosurgent Qua" 
•( miiia lo go at larg« and depart, without attempting to seize and detain 
•■ liim, and wilhoitt giving any information respecting him to tlie proper 
" authoritMB, a^iiist the peace of our. Sovercigo Lord the King, bis 
" Crpwn and Dignity, &nd against the laws ia forctf in this colony, and in 
" deliaiice of ibe proclamation of martial lav issued by bis Excellency 
" the Lieutenant-Gorernor." 

The prosecutor, in his address to the Court, enlarged upon these 
charfe«, and endeavoured to impress upon the Court a belief that my 
conduct had been more guilty, my alleged ofiencet grtater, and more 
heinous, than even these charges represent them to be. I am aware, at. 
least 1 tru»t so, that ihe prosecutor ia bound to adhere strictly to the 
charges of which a copy has been regularly gerred upon me, and with 
this trust I should have rested satisfied, had not the prosecutor endea- 
voured to prove his own version of the charge*, thereby attempting to 
(iraw down upon my character inramy and opprobrium. As it ia, he has 
completely failed to make good his awertionia, and I shall therefore but 
briefly notice them in the course of my defence. 
. I shall now take the charges in the order tbey stand. 
. To make good the tint, the prosecutor has endeavoured lo prove, 
1st. That 1 have an aversion lo slavery^ 

2dly. That 1 have endeavoured to mislead the Negroes, by mis- 
interpreting and perverting the Scriptures. 
3dly. Thai I have taken money and presents from the Negroes. 
4thly. That I have sold them books. 
Alhly. That I have interfered with their treatment. 
6ihly. That I have taught them to disobey their masters. 
7thly. That I .^have taught them that it was sinful to votk or go to 
market on the Sabbath day. ' 

And 1st. That 1 have an aversion to slavery. 

That 1 have an aversion lo slavery I cannot deny, for if it be a crime to 
.cherish such an aversion, then I have as my associates id guilt the moat 
liberal and best part of mankind. After the receot recognition, by the 
House of Commons, and the British Government, of the proposition that 
" Slavery is repugnant to Christian i I y," it cannot be necessary for me, a 
minister of the Gospel, to enter into any justification of. my sentiments 
l>n this Butyect. , 

ad. T~hat I have endeavoured to mislead ihe Negroes, by misinterpret^ 

ing and perverting the Scriptures. 
To prove this, my Journal, that Journal which has been dragged forth 
from Ine privacy in which it was buried, has been produced, and several 
passagCB read from it. Witnesses have been called, and what have they 
«H proved i the very opposite thing to that desired by my prosecutors. 
It has been objected to me that I expounded those parts of the sacred 
Scriptures which allude to the coudition of slaves. 

Here it must be remembered, that it is a minister's duty to feed his 
people with knowledge and understanding. (Jer. ch. iii. vl 15. " And I 
" will gitie you patlori according to mine Heart, which shall feed you 
" with knowledge and understanding," * 

■ I think it vaB while Tcading this qubt&tioa that the presideDt observed, that " the 
" Court did ttot conceJTe that the*e ptMoget of Scripture bore at all upon the charges, 
" and tfiat the; might be ditpeiued with." Lieut. T. C, Hammill, however, obaerviiiff 
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It was the boait of the Apoctle Pmu!, tb«t be luil not tliiinBed to declare 
all tbe counsel of God. Acts. cb. 90. v. 37. Didiclic diicounet alone 
nre not iufficieiit to enlarge the mind* of a N^ro coDf;regation. The 
bio^phical sketcbei, and the blitofieal inCideata recorded in tbe Bible, 
are far better adajKed to tbeir capacilieti a* striking e^mplet of virtue 
and of victf powerfully impresa tbe memory, and furnieb refleclioiw and 
mottres to-duty, far tnore efficacioai than mere abitract lesaons. 

With tbU view of tbe lubject, I comiaenced, about the middle of 1830, 
a Ire^lar couree of historical readiog and exposition, taking; the Old 
Testament for the morning service, and the New Testament for the even- 
inf. I bet^n in the Old Testament with Genesis; and in ibe New Tes- 
Ument with the Gospel of Si. Matthew. The Old Testament I read ■ 
in order, with the omission of such chapters hs appeared to me liable tu 
be misinterpreted by the Negroes. The passage which has lieen read 
from the Journal, under date " Sth Augast, 1817," says, that " I omiiicd 
" to read or expound to the Negroes a passage of Scripture, (latter part 
" of Gen. xiii.) which I apprehended tbey might misconstrue. It con- 
" tains a promise of the land of Catiaati to Abraham's posterity." The 
Journal adds the reason why I omitted tbe pasiage, viz. ",that 1 wa»' 
" fearful it might make a wrong impression on their minds, as I tell them 
" some of the promises, &c. which were made to Abraham, fee. will 
" apply to the Christian state." This proves that I was very cautious aot 
to apply to the Negroes those parts of Scripture which relate to lem*- 
poral possessions, and were peculiar to the patriarchs. That some of the 
pnnnises knd precepts made to them apply to the Christian state, ia evi- 
dent from the New Testament; compare Romans, ch. iv. v.23. tolheend* 
Tbe Apostle, speaking of Abraham's falih being imputed to bJm foi-' 
rigbteoiisneas, says, " now it was not written for his sake alone that it waa 
imputed to him, but for us algo," &c. 

Great stress has been laid on my reading of tbe deliverance of the 
Israelites fnJm l^ypt. Had that part of tbe Holy Writ been omitted, 
the history of tbe church of God could not have been understood. The 
mercy, the power, uid tbe providence of God, are signally displayed in 
that part of sacred history, and cannot fail to impress, with a sense of 
religious fear and trust, even the stupid mind of a Negro. For this 
reaaon I suppose the Apostle Paul, in 1 Cor. ch. k. v. 1 — II., presses upon 
our particular attention this .very portion of the Scriptures. (" More; 
" over, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignoraftt, how that all our 
"fathers were under the cloud, and ail passed through the sea ; andwere 
" all baptized unto Moses in the cloud, and in the sea; and did all eat the 
" some spirittial meat; and did alldrink the seme spiritual drink: (for 
" they drank of that spiritual rock that fallowed them ; and that rock 
•• was Christ :) but with many of them God was not well pleased ; for 
" they were overthoum in the wilderness. Now these things were *iir 
" examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil thiKgs.at they afso 
" lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them ; as it U written^ 

diat " be saw no objection to their being read," the Court waa cleared, and after a long 
coD)ullati9D, probably three quarters of an hour, on re-entering, I was iafonned by the 
Jadge-Advocate, tM( (he Court crauldered the quotatiooB UDHCeuarjr for my debace, 
and begged ihat I would omit them. Consequentlj, all the Scripture quolatiops, or 
nearly all, were alterwards torn out oC Ibe original copy oF Uie defence handed over la 
the Judge-AdvocaW. Theyarchereietained.butmarkedtonote theironiisuoa. J.S^' 
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""'T^e people $vt' down U eat and tbiwk, amd nt ttp tt pimf. AeitAer 

", M a» tonmit fomieation, as mme of.tiem cmmmitted, amd fell in vne 
'' day three and twenty tkontand. NtiUur ietiu tempt CkriH, ««9«k 
" oflhemaiso tempted, and mere dealroyed of terptnta. Neither mir- 
" mm- yt, at tome of them mummred, mnd teeri dettna/ed of (he A- 
" ttroger. Now ail Iheie thing* happened nnta then for exampki: tmd 
*' they are written for enr admonition, npcn whom ikt enda ^ the warid 
" are come.'') In reading the portion* of Scripture partially related by 
the vjtiiesies, care was always (aken to guard againrt perr«rBion or mi*i- 
application ; such reflections only bein^ made, at the end of the chapter, 
^ were of a' moral and religious nature.* £ven those witoeiaes forthe 
■ prosecution, whose memories were so very tcnadouj on the subject of 
Moses and Pharaoh, and the children of Israel, though it is two years 
since, I (have) read to tbem about these persons, have stated that " tbey 
" never heard me apply the history «f the Israelites to the conditiMi of 
^' [>egroes." If they tl^emselres read the Bible and so applied it, tbe bull 
roust be charged to their igiiorance ; (a< Brittol very pn^terty anted be- 
fore the Court, though tV uxunoJ taken doton;)f and shews the neccMt^ 
«f their having inore instruction. It is to the ignorance of men tint tlte 
Apostle Peter imputes the pervenion of ihe Scriptures. {In his second 
Epistle, ch. iii. T. 16. where speaking of St. Paul's Epistles, lie says, " In 
^' which are some things hard to be undcntood, which they (bat are 
" unlearned and unstable wrest, &» they do also tbe otbet Scriptores, nnt* 
^' their own destruction.") 

Tbe deacons praying extempore at the mbming service, is repeatedly- 
brought forward in evidence for lbs prosecution ; whereby it appears that 
an attempt was made to shew, that I taogbt them in an insidious ^d art- 
ful manner, to reflect upon their mssters, and thereby to iafuae into tbe 
negroes a spirit of dissatisfaction. Extempore pnycr is prsictised, I bcb 
fieve, in every Christian church, except those of Kngtand and of Rome ; 
and among most, if not all classes of Protestant dissenters. The deacons 
and members pray at meetings of that nature ; with us it was not the 
deacons only that prayed, but any of tbe mrie meR^rs, whom I judged 
capable of so doing. They prayed atond, and were tau^t by me to pray 
with their eyes shut. This waa for the purpMc of abstracttpn; but 
sorely it proves that 1 coiiM not have taught, iior allowed then, to intro> 
duce any thing offensive in their prayers ; for wliitst tbcy were ^vsyiog 
with their eyes shut, any black, coloured, or white person might have 
entered Ihe chapel, as the doors were always open during such prayer 
meetings: instead of the witnesses having proved that I perverted and 
misapplied the Scriptures, let the evidence be examined, and if it be 
viewed with an impartial eye, it will ckarly shew, that the prayers and 
doctrines I taiight tbem, were calculated to instruct them in notbiiig bat 
wbal wag good, moral, and reUgioue. One of them, Bristol, has given a 
gpecimeh of the prayers used by them, and what is it > He said, " he 
f prayed 4o Ged to bless and help them all, (bat (hey nyay be 'enabled 
." to seek afterhim more and more, and that he would bless their masters, 
" and tbe governor, and tiscaal. That they (the negroes) might make 
" good smvxnts unto them, and that they might make good masters tmto 



t Tbe Court ordeicd this psaaagc to be erased i and it is noliii iheircopy. 
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" tbem (the negroei), lo gWethem hetlili andgtreogth todo tbat which 
" it taigDt be Uieir duty to da; lo bleu all their brotben and sisterg." 

Briat»l was then wked, " if the ncgroi;* ewa prayed ^bout their ma*- 
" ter** hearlB i" He aqswered. that " tbey prayed ibat the Lord might 
" ble» tb«in, and change their .bearta, and their mast»^' hearts alao." 
.This JB surely not wrong. (Jereniab, ph. xvii, v. 9. declare* that, " tke 
" htMrt it deceitful above all things, and deaparmtely wicked," and in the 
Psalm li. V. 10. are theae >rord», " Create in me a elean Heart, O QodI 
" and renew a right ^rit within the." So the Lord, by Ezekiel, pro- 
miaing npiritual bleuiup, dei^res, in eb. ;iX][vi. v. 36. " jf new heart alto 
" mil J give you, and a new epirit wili I put witAia you ; and I tnll 
" take away the itoney heart eut cf your JUah, and J will give you a 
" heart offietk." And in v. 87, " Thut taitk the Lord God, J will yet 
"/or thit be enquired itf." 

He waa asked, if theae prayen were taught bin ? he anawered, " No," 
he prayed of himaclf, out of faia own heart. 

The memorieg nf the tiegroea, Azor and Manuel, appear to have been 
tenacioui of that port of aacned biatory coaaeming the ddiverance of the 
children of Jirad. Thi> cannot be itnputcd to me as a crime, for there is 
Bot a chi^ter upon this subject that I have read to. Ihero twice.; I went 
regxdai^y thnugh, except in omitting, froia caution, au^ chapters as I 
thought might foe mituDdentood. Emaouel was asked, " w« it tidd yon 
<• why God so commanded Mqses J" be answered, " That was because 
" God did not wish that they abould be ffwde ilavei." I eertai&ly did not 
tell the negroea this. I read the lessons from the small pulpit, «s Aeor 
proves, and my nennoas were delivered from the upper pulpit. It was 
not likdy that, in a mixed -congr^atioB, awemhled with open doors, I. 
should expound doctrines in a maBner objectiont^le to the ««nimunil^ at 
large. I boldly put the question to this very witness, Azor, " When tbt 
" prisoner talked or explained to you about the children of Israel, did bs 
" tell you that the state or tituation of the negroes was like Lo that of the 
" children of Israel )" His answer was " No." Had I been conscious 
-that this question could hare been answered in any other way, would I 
have dared to put it } 

3dly. It isailedgedthat I toi^moiujr and presents of the negroes. This 
I suppose is to ^ew that, by so doing, I impoveriahed them, and hence 
made them dhsatiafied with their' oondit ion. The evidence for the proae- 
cution dearly proves, that whatever nioney was contributed, was entirely 
voluntary on the part of the contributors. Once a month, after th^ 
Sacrament, a collection was made, amoonling, as Bristol states, tQ from 
SOf. to 3&f. I believe the average amount was about 3Uf. * Witb this 
nKMtey bread and wine for the communion, and caudles^or the use of the 
chapel, .were purchased ; I presume no one will suppose that I was much 
the riclier for that. Bristol further says, " Some that could aflbrd it gave 
" two bitiB, some one bitt, and some ntttbing ; but whether they gave or 
" gave not, Htill.they were wdeome to part^c"f J gpi^r said • sj^llabie 
to tb«B «bo«t collecting it. Thejr bad, I believe, been in the habit of 
doing so from the time 4)f Mr. Post, 

■ Jasoo says, soraetimes it was S4 piflderi, acA Maoeimet 98, and that trine, bread, 
and candles, for Aeuie of Ake chapel, -were parc^bnoed trith ii. 

t JasoD pro.veS'that no one paid for bis ssat in the cbspd. 

. , Google 
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It it ftirtber Hud, that X took money of tbe oegroM for the MiMJonary 
Society; I did to — itwuby the Society's request, and with the knowledge 
of iheir mMtew, «ome of whom approved of it. On comiDenciiig Ibii con- 
tTibuti<»i, I explained, from the pulpit, the nature »nd objecl of the Sodety, 
and the neceMity of their being supplied with money, to enkbte ihem to 
carry on theirdecign, tni invited tbcae who chow to become contributor*. 
Miny gavene tbetrnamet; tome of whom psidtbeirfubtcriptkim regu- 
larly, wbit« othcn scarcely ever paid at alt. A collection wat made, about 
ODce a year, in the cbapd. The money was reckoned by the deacons', 
die turn put down by myielf, and the year's amount remitted to tbc 
Society, at U apparent by tbe Society's publications and letters. These 
contributions were entirely voluntary. No negro was atked personally 
to subscribe, they did it cheerfully on being appealed to from tbe pulpit; 
This is not only according to the usage of all churches, but a^reeahle to 
tbe Seripture, as appears from Saint Mark, ch. xii. t. 41. et sequentibua, 
" Amd Jenu tat over agaitut Ikt tresmrif, tntd beheld koto the feopte 
" coH iKonet/ into the tnamrif : and ntany that were rick eait in otmA. 
" And there came a certain poor tcidaw, and the threw in two mite^ 
" which make a farthing. And he called unto himhi* diieiplei, amd 
" amih unto ikem, terUg, I lay wtUo t/ou, that thit po«r widow hath 
'' eaet more in than all they which have eail into the treoeury : for 
" all they did enet in of their abundance ; hut the of her want Sd cast 
" m all that the had, men all her living." 

Concerning the fowls and yams which the negroes gave as, I can only 
say, it was very seldom they gave us one or tbe other; at the holidays 
three or four of the people would bring each a fowl, or duck, or yam, to 
Mrsti Smith ; and, in return for this,, when they ware sick, lliey would 
send to ask for wine ; generally half « boHle was given. The qaanUty of 
toine thus given, from time to time, I am pretty sure, more than overpaid 
every triftiiig present made by the Be^roes.' 

4thiy, My selling books to the negroes has been spoken of with disap- 
probation; the bookv were. Bibles, Testaments, Hymn-bocdu, Spelling- 
books, and CateobisKW. The Bibin and Testaments were from the Bit^ 
Society ; they were sent with invoices of cost and chaigcs, allowing me, 
however, a discreliooary power in the disposal of them. When it.appeared 
to me that the applicants could afibrd to pay the f\iU value of the book, I 
charged a guilder for a shilling in the invoice, which. With the charges and 
difierence of exchange, was atraut their value. When tbe ^plicants could 
not afibrd to pay the full price, they had the book for what tbey could 
aSird, frequently for half price. 

Testaments I sometimes gave away ; but for the Bibles something, I 
believe, was always paid. No one, to my recolleciion, ever said he could 
not aSbrd to pay either the whole or part of the price ; though i freqviently 
asked, them when they applied. The other books I was obliged to pay fur 
before Jbey came from England, of course 1 could not aflbrd to give those 
away, aad cba^;ed far them at the same rate, of a guilder for a shilling. - 

OS catechisms J have given away at least lOUO. Had 1 eoU a thousand 
Bibles, and each of them at double tbe price Ididsell tbemat,yet, I would 
ask, what would that have to do with the charges } Tbe negroes purchased 
^Km Tolaatarily, and had I forc«d them to purchase, and disconient ha<l 
arisen therefrom, surely the consequences of that discontent would ha*a 
fallen upon niyselO and not upon their maaten. 
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In ^eDrng the Bibk«, I have done no morelhRn rollow the imtnictituur 
of the Bible Society, and the practice of many clergymen of the Church 
of £ng)an(t--one of whom feared not to gelt BiUet in IbJK colony. 

5tb|y. That I have interfered mtb the treatment of the negroes. 

I^a¥e nQt interfered in any manDer with the temporal concetni of the 
n^roes, save in such cases as were intimately bleoded with their apiritual, 
coacerns; at, for instance, in settling their disputes, in rebuking the mem- 
bers for offensive language, taking, two wtres, and immoral conduct in 
general i and giving them suqh advice, as 1 thought calculated to r«nder 
them comfort^e and happy. 

This ia what is meant by the pauage read-r-That a missiocHiry must 
aometimes act the part of a civil magistrate. Thai, thit was proper and 
correct, no one can deny, for the Scrapture injqina it ib the 18tfa cbap. of ' 
Matthew, ver, l5, " Moreover, if thy hrolker thall tretpatt against ifye, 
" go and tell kim hit fault between thee and him alone ; if he. shall hear 
" ihee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then 
" take with thee ent or two more, that in the month of two or three 
" witnesies, every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to 
" hear them^-tell it unto the church." 

It is not, however, necessary to have recourse to subtleties or specious 
ai^iimpnU, to disprove that I have interfered in the treatment of the 
negroee ; there has been no evidence adduced, in support of this assertion 
of the proiecutor. Nay, my own Journal, under date 21st March, 18X9," 
ought to be sufficient evidence on my behalf. " I wish the negroes would 
" say nothing to me Of their troubles, which arise from the severe usage 
" of their managers, &c. ; as it is not. my business to interfere in such 
"concerns; and only obliges me to treat such conduct with' apparent 
" indiHerence, and behave with coolness to those who relate it." — In cor- 
roboration; Bristol, ope of the deacons, a constant attendant of the chapel, 
and continually present at the' services, gwean, "That some people cob- 
" plained of IJeing licked Yor not doing the work on a Sabbath ; they 
" might have complained to Mr. Smith for something else, but I do not 
" know it" — " The prisoner does iiot listen to the complaints of the negroed^ 
" only when they come to complain of what I have just spqUen. He 
"said, if there Was any such thing" (i. e. flo^ng the negroes for' 
coming to chapel} "he, the negro, must go to the fiscaal or governor.^ 
Some of the planters have referred the quarrels of the negroes to me to be 
•ettled.* 

6thly. That I have taught tbtio to disobey their masters. 

In support of this, Azor states, that I called up all the members, and 
enquired where they had been. Some said working half row, others aaid 
their managers gave them work; and that I thereupon remarked, " that 
" they were fools for working on a Sunday, for the sake of a few 
" lasbes."t This witness was asked, who was present, and he was re- 
quested to name some one of them. He declared that be knew no one; 
but, upon being pressed, said a driver of Mr. Postl,ethwaiie's estate. That 
this witness is not to be believed, is evident from the fact of his de- 
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cluing, that he knew not the Qames of the memhers preienCt although 
- he is one of the oldest members, and is as well, if not better, acquainted 
with every member of the chapel than myaelf.* His reason of forgetful- 
iiess, on Uiis head. Is obvious. He knew he was tellinf an untruth, and 
that if he mentioned any individual by name, that individual would be 
called to disprove his statements. Admit, bowever, that he has declared 
the truUi ; that his veracity is not to be questioned ; how shall we recon- 
cile this part of his evidence irith that which fdlowed? wherein he swears, 
liiat " I ahrays taught the people, from the pulpit and otherwise, to do 
" their work, obey their toasters, and all in authority over them." The 

Siart of this evidence, to "be believed, can be easily ascertained', by re- 
brence to the evidence of Romeo, a man that was present on every 
occasion, and who,tipoa.hb cross-^tUoination, being asked " if he haa 
" ever heard me tell the negroes they must not mind for a few lashes," 
answered " no;" and added, " 1 did not hear him say so. He said, if 
" their masters gave them work, to do it patiently, atid if their raasterfi 
" punished them wrongfally, they must not grieva for it." Bristol also 
states, that he has heard me'speak about working ofaSunday; and, 
that ] said, " if their masters gave them work to do on Sunday, they 
" must do it, because, they could not help it; that they were not to 
" break the sabbatU-day in doing their own work, because, they must 
" keep holy th^ ^ahba(h-day, which is a commandment of God ;" and, 
' he emphatically added^ " that is all." 

7thly. That, J h'iv|e taught the negroes that it was sinful to work 
or traffic on the sabbath. 

Every member of the Court will, I em sure, allow, that, in doing so, I 
taught one of the first precepts inculcated in that holy book, on which 
they have swora to do justice. To ut this tubject in the olearest poui- 
He light, I will read a few extract* from the uicred acripturu,^ relative 
to the obligation ofmtn, of aery condition of life, to abstain from labonr 
on the tabbath, and to keep it in a religimu manner: — Exodus, ch. xx. 
8, 11. " Remember the sabbath dag to ketp it holy. Six days shalt 
" thou labour, and do all thy work : But the seventh day is the sabbath 
" of the Lord thy God: in it thon shall not do any work, thou, nor. thy 
" ton, nor thy dattghter, thy manservant, nor thy maid-servant, nor (^, 

* Proved bji Jaaon and Mar^ Cbuholm. The judge-advocRte, in hii remarlii on Ihc 
evidence, at the close ot (he trial, dirdl much on the circamManca of m« not buTUig 
.caBed thudriFerjeapecinUyBsmjIigtofintneases contained the name of Adam, a driver 
bdonging lo Mr. PoaUellinaite's estate. It u to be observed, that there were two dri- 
ver* bdoDgbK to that estate, liverpool and Adam, and both members or. the churcb . 
I pit dovn Adua in the tut of vitnetnes, at a v^core, (for Liverpool might bave been 
tbe parson intended). Adara oerer made his appearance; and, lovardstbe end of (he 
trial, some of the inembeis of the court became lo restless and impatient, tfaat, la qniet 
|hem, I vns, in a manner, obliged to tell them, I woald call but tHo more wltneaaes, 
flioo|:h it Iran my intention to have called at least four or five more. I yielded, becauae 
the evidence, which tbeothen would have given, Adam among the rest, appeared, both 
tn me and mj couokI, to be not very material. 

* While reading this sentence, 1 was atoppedliy the presidenl, who sud, it was quite 



tmneceMaiy. Every member of the court could, if. he cboje, read the Scriptures i 
borne. 1 replied, that 1 na« aceiued of perverting the Sciipiares, and that I had n 
vtltei wayofdji*pi0vii% It, thRu by ^iewing,frbm'8criptuie,Uiat the doctriiKa I tangl 
1 have h^Ad ih»t 



vtltei wayofdji*pi0vii% It, thRu by ^iewing,frbm'8criptuie,Uiat the doctriiKa I taught 
were platnlj incokated in lhe^>lc. The ptMideM amwered, yon have h^Ad AiedMBr- 
miuatioQ, and nothing further can be (aid on the labject. 
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" cattle, nor the stranger thai is within I, 
" Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, i 
" rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbatk-day, 
"and hallowed it." Jeremiah, ch. xvii. v. 21 and 22.-—" Thus saith 
" the Lord, Taie heed uaio t/uursefves, and bear no burden on the sabbath- 
" day, nor bring il in by the gates of Jerusalem : neither carry forth 
'.' a burden out of your houses en the sahbath-ddy. ' Neither do ye 
" any work; but hallow ye the sabbath-day, as I commanded your 
"fathers." Nehemiah, cliap, siii. v. J5, 18,—" In those days saw I in 
" Judah, some treading wine-presses on the sabbath, and bringing in 
"sheaves, and lading asses; as also toine, grapes, and fgs, and all 
" vtanner of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the sab- 
" bath-day : and / testified against them on the day wherein they sold 
" victuals. There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which brovght Jisk, 
" and all manner of ware, and sold on the sabbath- unto the children of 
" Judah, and in Jerusalem. Then 1 contended with the nobles of Judah,- 
" and said unto them, what evil thing is this that ye do, and profane 
" ike sabbath-day ? Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God 
" bring ail this evil upon us, and upon this city? Yet ye bring more 
" wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath." Ezek. ch. xx. v. 12 and 
" 1 3. — " Moreover also, I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between 
" me and them, that they might know that I am the Lord that sanctifies 
" them. But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wUderuess: 
" they walked not in my statutes, and they despised my judgments, 
'■ (which if a man do, he shall live in them ;) and my sabbaths they 
" greatly polluted: then I said, I would pour out my Jury upon tltem in 
" the wilderness to consume them." ■ Isa. ch. Iviii. v, 13, 14. — " Jf thou 
" turn away thy foot from the sabbath, Jrom doing thy pleasure on my 
" holy 'day ; and call the sahbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honour- 
" able ; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
" thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words ; then shalt thou 
" delight thyself in the Lord ; and I will cause thee to ride upon the 
" high places of the earth, andjeed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
'■ father ; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." Liifte, ch. xsiii. 
" V, 54 and 56.—" And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath 
" drew on. And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, 
"followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid, 
" And they returned and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the 
" sabbath-day according to the commaridment." 

' From many passages, which might be quoted-,* it is obvious, that the 
liolatiou of the sabbath, by voluntary labour,*^ which is not ' absolutely 
necessary, is regarded by our Maker as a heinous sin; and, on the 
contrary, the keeping of it in a religious mannet is considered a virtue, ' 
and accepted as such, through the merits of the Redeemer. In the face 
of so many precepts, could / tell the negroes there was no harm in 
itotldng their ground, or in going to market on the sabbath? was it 
for me to dispeiise with the commandments of God ? surely not. Volun- 

* Tbe original waa, .'vErooi all these, and manj more pasragss which might ba 
"quoted," &c.; but, upoa the Court's ordeiiDg all (he quotations (o be nruck out, tfail 
paiHge Iras altera to iu present itate. 
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tary and unnecessary labour on the Sabbath, I disallowed. I considered 
it a ein, and told them bo; and if they are properly provided, by their , 
owners, with the necessaries of life, as is asserted by all the planters, 
they can have no absolute necessity for going to market on the sabbath. 
One of the witnesses has stated, that he heard me say, " if your master 
" has any work for you to do on a Sunday, it ill your duty to tell him 
" that Sunday is God's day," and that I said it " often." Even admit- 
tiag this to be true,* which I by do means do, I would ask what crime 
have I committed? Are their masters greater than God? The very 
reverse is the case. Romeo and Bristol abundantly prove, that I taught 
the negroes to obey their masters if they were commanded to work even 
on a Sunday. Azor has sworn that I told the negroes, that if half a 
row WAS left, it was not right to fiuish it on a Sunday ; and, upon cross- 
examinaiiob proved, that 1 did not tell tbem not to linish the half row, 
but merely said it was not right : And who is there present that can 
truly say I was not justified in this remark? 

Azor and Bristol say, they have heard me speak ^bout the people of 
England going to church. Irie former says, he has heard me say, that 
this country was a very wicked country ; in England they were all free, 
and ^ey all kept the Sabbath. Bristol says, he has heard me speak 
about the people of England going to church. " In this country we 
" can't attend church as we would wish, because that is a free country, 
" and in this we are slaves ; that we must pray to God to help us, that' 
" we may be enabled to attend as faras we can."~~'" In this country 
" they could not attend chapel, as they could in any free country. 
The allusion made by me, to the churches in England, or any free 
country, was merely for the purpose of shewing some of the members,' 
whose conduct waft very faulty, -that such behaviour in members would' 
not he allowed in a free country ; and it was only the consideration of 
their being slaves that made me tolerate many things in them, which' 
' are not agreeable to the christian religion ; and for which, in a free 
country, they would be excommunicated. But that they must not 
make their condition in life an excuse for breaking the commandments, 
and neglecting religious duties ; hut they must pray to God to help 
them to serve him to the best of their power. I coulS never imagine 
that such an illusion to a free country would be construed into a cnmel 
I think it necessary to notice here the assertioh of the prosecutor, that' 
my interference related to the acts and deeds of the constituted autho- 
rities of this colony. To prove which were produced, some extracts 
from the Journal, anid two witnesses. Doctor M'Turk and Lieutenant 
Nurse. 

There is not one woVd of this in the chai^a, and I defy Uie raost 
subtle ingenuity to show that the evidence, on this point, can be no- 
ticed by the Court. However, extracts were read; one of them stated, 
" that I. believed the laws of Justice, which related to the negroes, were 
only known by name here." Hearing of the cruelty of some manager 

■ The laws of the colonj >«cure to the slaves an exemplioD from involnntnr; labour 
on the sabbath. If a pJanler makes his slaves work on a Sunday, he is lioUe to a 
penally of BOO guilders, tor every slave so worked. I never beard of its being ^(nc«d, 
unlesi the case of Mr. Benny, menCiaBed to q* by the flscaal, is to be considered att 
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to a negro, and bood after seeing the driver flog a negro, in tHe absence 
of the manager and orerseer, occasioned this remark. Here it is evi- 
dent, that the laws of Justice refer to the arbitrary ponishments . 
inflicted by managers, and to the drivers flogging negroes in the absence 
of B maater. That diese things were common on some estates, at the 
time ^is was written, viz. in September, 1817, is too well known to be 
denied.* 

I am truly sorry to be oblt^d, in my own defence, to touch npon 
what I must now state; but I am not the ag^essor. I did not bring 
the Joarnal forward; it has been pradaced, and those passages read. 
1 am obliged, therefore, in duty to myself, to explain them. 

The extract, uiider date " March 2-2d, 1819," is, "that, from the 
" grumbling of the negroes, I was apprehensive of some disturbance; 
" that i felt inchned to state my spinion to some_ of iiie rulers of tlie 
" coloiry ; but ^onght no notice would be taken of it unless I crimi- 
" nated lotne one, i, e. lodged a complaint against some planter, for 
" violating the law in respect to the slaves." The following facts will, 
I trust, sufficiently explain this passage: — about October, 1818, the 
Hisaionary Society printed an extract from a letter of mine, in which it' 
was stated, " that the congregation at Le Resouvenir had lately de- 
" creased in nnmber. Owing to the planters working the slaves on Sun- 
" days." — The fiscaal taw this, sent for me, and insisted on my bringing 
forward legal proof of the planters working their slaves on Sundays, 
that he might prosecute the ofTehders, My object having been merely 
to account to the Society, for the caiise of such decrease in the congre- 
gation, and not the prosecution of the planters, 1 declined bringing 
such proof. The fiscaal then acknowledged that he knew the negroes 
were worked on a Sunday, and that he had twice fined Mr. Benny for 
this offence ; bat, that he wanted legal proof of other instances, or words 
to tlutt effect, lite matter passed over, and the congregation continued 
to suffer from the same alleged cause. Hence arose my reflection. 

Under date " October 21st, 1S22;" were read some remarks, on the 
trouble I had respecting a petition, which I had presented to his excel- 
lency the governor, to permit the erection of a place of public worship, 
on a piece of land which Mr. Reed, of Dochfour, had given for that 
porpoBe, on condition that his excellency would approve of iL The 
first petition, (for 1 presented a second) was returned with a refusal, two 
complaints against me being assigned as the reason of the refusal. 
These complaints were made by Dr. AfTutk. Ueiitenant HammlHf 
can prove, that my first petition was referred to Dr. M'Tnrk for him to 
report upon it. 

The second petition, which contained answers to the objections made 

• StiDte prove* the tact, *ithoat rererence t6 linte. I knoir il to have be«D practised 
dp lb the time of the rev61t. 
t LieuleDani Hammiil was a member of (he court-martial, and was called upon by 

metoaniWer some queatiom on the subject of these petition*. He would willingly hate 
proved (hat the petition was referred to Dr. M'Turk, but nly question, that would have 
elicited the answer, lOfiching the fact, was ubjeclpd to by the prpsldcnt. and two or three 
that sat near him. It was alleged, thai the governor had, no donbl, his reasons for 
acting as he had done. Lieut^anl H. proved, however, thai I called, at lea<t half-a- 
doien timet, for an atiswer, but to do purpose. 

K 2 ' ' 
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to the fi»t, wai iioineOiately present«d ; it wa> presented on the 37lh of 
September, 1832; and, although as my joumnl, and the govemoi's theo' 
.secretary, will ptove, I continued to call at intervals foe it, until the 
25lh November, I8'22. I never could obtain an order. I even waited 
upon his excellency, but to no purpose. Besides this, I feel it necessary 
to state, in justification of myself, that on my arrival in this colony I 
was introduced to his excellency, by Hr. Elliot; his excellency bdng 
informedofthe.object of my comiogto the colony, asked, "inwhat way I 
" proposed to instruct the negroes ?" I answered, by preaching, cate- 
chizing, and teaching them to read. His excellency sharply replied — 
" If I ever know you teach ■ the slaves to read, I wHl banish yon from 
" the colony." * " Aa application had been made to his excellency, by 
" Messrs. Davies and Mercer, two of the missionanes, for leave to 
" erect a place of worship on some one^ of the company paths, ~,at a 
" suitable distance between Bethel Chapel and Mahaica. Th^ were, 
" in my hearing, by his excellency, referred to the planters ror Uieir 
" approbation. The reference to the planters was made, backed by a 
" recommendation from Mr. Van Cooten ; it was uusuccessful. I must 
" here again revert to Mr. Reed : on presenting to me the deed of gift 
" of the land, he stated, that he thought it a compliment due to bia 
" excelteDcy, that it should be submitted for his consideration, and 
" made that a condition of the grant. I observed, that I could have 
" no doubt of obtuning that, as his excellency had already said, that if 
" the planters were willing that a chapel should be built, he should not 
" object to it. Mr. Reed then said, that he had understood that the 
" governor was not very favourable ; for he, the governor, thought we 
" ' gave the negroes too much light.' The fate of my petition fnlTowing 
" all the^ circumstances, led me to the [eflection noted in the journal, 
" that his excellency was not favourable to the instruction of the slaves. 
" Whether 1 was justified in these reflections will be shenn, by proving 
" what 1 have stated." 

My journal, however, was the depository, merely of my own thoughts; 
and 1 never promulgated its contents. ' Had I done so, there would have 
been witnesses found to prove it. 

- " The extract of May 28d, 1823, relates to a printed paper, issued by 
" his excellency the governor, to the planters, respecting the slaves attena- 
" ing chapel ; and expresses an apprehension, that seiious evils might 
" result from the measures therein recommended. The negroes had been 
" in the habit of attending the chapel, during the last fourteen or fifteen 
" years, without passes ;t many attended whose managers did not approve 

* Here I was stoppwl bj Ibe prcaideDl, dd (he motion of (I think) Captain Csmpb^. 
Captain Appdini aaidjtheCoart did Dot ut there to trj GenerBl Marra;, and (hat I oug-ht 
to be Mopped. I appealed to Ibe Court ; and, after half-an-hoar'g cuDsuKation, I waa 
told, (on re-eoleriDg,) that Ibe CoDrt had decided, that it could bear DDlhinK which taoded 
to criminate, or r^ect on, a third person. Hence, thb paregrapb vta erased in the 
original copy. 

t The judge-adrocaie, in hia remarks on (be evidence, defended (hi* circular. He 
said, the law of (he land required, (hat no negro ahouMvalk about without a pais: atid 
that these passes were to protect the slaves on Ihe rpad to chapel ! ! 

II vas equally (he lav of (he land, that the slaves should not iit made (o work on Sun-. 
dajs. If regard (o (he la* of the laud was Ihe consideration, i( should certainly have 
eitmded to all negroes that walked in tile public road, liu( it was confined (o those who 
allended the chapel. 
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" of their BO doing, though few of them, [ believe, ever punished them for 
" it ; yet some it seems did so. To require that 'the slaves nmat first 
" obtain of their respective jnaimgers a written pass, every time they came 
" to chapel, was putting it into the power of the maiiagers to prevent their 
" coming at all, or at so laie an hour as to lose the opportunity of being 
" catechized; many of the planters did not choose to avail themselves of 
" this discretionary power granted by the circular, and their people 
" attended regularly as before ; but with some, iu was otherwise, as I ap- 
" prehended it would be. Some of the negroes, we were told, could not 
"get passes, because they were old ; if they could not work, they could 
" not walk to chapel ; others could not get them till such and such work 
" was done ; bricks carried, timber hauled, shells or wattle fetched, fish 
" caug^ht for the master's table, or till the manae;er had done breakfast at a 
" late hour. This was just as I expected it would be ; it occasioned a good 
" deal of dissatisfaction, though 1 believe it was wearing away; for the 
" planters were getting weary of being troubled for passes, and allowed 
" the negroes to come without them. Whether his excellency's publica- 
" tion is a just exposition of Lord Liverpool's dispatch, every one to whom 
" it was addressed might, I presume, judge for himself. I certainly 
" thought it was not, though that opinion was kept to myself. I recom- 
" mended the negroes, both from the pulpit and otherwise, to act up to 
" the letter of it ; as it was sent to me for that purpose. Bristol has already 
" stated, in his evidence for Oie prosecution, that I told the people it was 
"a good law-" 

I shall now take Dr. M'Turk's evidence : It relates to two points. 

1st, The small-pox; 

2nd, My arrest. 

He could not prove any thing of recent occurrence, but he must prove 
something, and therefore had recourse to an affair that occurred^in the 
year 1819, nearly four years ago. He has said much upon this subject; 
m fact, all that he could devise. It is unnecessary for me to go through 
his verbose evidence; its iocoAsistencies alone will 1 attack. He says, 
that the small-pox occurred, or first broke out, upon the estate, in Octo- 
ber, 1819; on the 20th November, he received a letter, or order, from 
his honour the first fiscaal, inclosing one for me, bearing even date wfth 
his own. The letter to him, desires him "to devise such means, and 
" take such steps, as in discretion he should judge necessary ; to see the 
" order duly complied with." The order to me was, that " I should 
" shut the chapel of plantation Le Resouvenir from all negroes, not be- 
" longing to said plantation, as long as the small-pox was npon that 
" plantation," adding the reason, "in order to prevent, as much as possi- 
" ble, the danger of spreading the infection further." The order was 
conditional, and Dr. M'Turk had a discretionary power ; not only the 
letter states the doctor's discretionary power, but he has sworn he pos- 
sessed it. Doctor M'Turk was,, at that time, the medical practitioner of 
the estate ; he was also burgher-captain, and residing on the very next 
estate. He had known of the small-pox in October ; not till the 20th 
November was any step whatever taken by hira, to prevent the disease 
spreading. Go the 20th November, however, this order, the first and 
only step taken, was given to me ; I complied wiUi it. Dr. M'Turk says 
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partially, I shall come to thM directly. No order wte tben iasa«d to Uie 
manE^ra to prevent negroes of otber plantationfl from coimng to Le 
Resouvenir ; or to tbe manager of Le ReBouvenlr, to pmeot the negroes 
froni goiog to olber .estates, or goitig. to town. On the very day 1 re- 
ceired tiaa order, the negroes were asKinbling for t^ftpel, (for it was on 
a Sunday,) I instantly dismissed those that Were present, and employed 
persons to tell those who should come rather late, that they were not to 
stay, and to inform them of the eftuse. Abotrt tliree weeks fron the QOtfa 
ef Norember elapsed. The infected negroes, who had been jdaced at 
the back of the e«late, were proftountfed by Dr. M'Tnrk to be cured ; they 
wrae allowed to return among the otfaet negroes of the Htmte, aad the 
house they had occupied was fowrnt. Tbe cases not reported Kre admit- 
ted by Dr. M'Turk, in his evidence, to have happened previously to die 
house being burnt. Tbe disease was considered by ev«ry penon on the 
estate to hare been eradicated. This can be piored by Mr.' Hamilton, 
than manager on Le ReBonreatr, who at the time addressed a letter to 
Dr. H'Turk on the subject 

Some of the negroes then began to attend the cfaapel as usual, nor 
did I prevent them. On the 24tb of December, an order is imued to the 
managers of the estates, to prevent the negroes in general iVom earning 
to tbe efaapeT, and to Le Resourenir ; even then no order is ^ven to the 
manager o( Le Resouvemr, to prevent the negroes from going to otiier 
. estates, or going to town. No order is gives to ^e managers of otlier 
estates, to prevent the negroes of Le Resoavenir from visiting these 
negroes. Yet Dr. M'TurIc, the medical EkUendant, bui^her-captain, and 
invested with discretionary power, to carry the orders of the &caal into 
effect, under oath, supposes the disease is very dangerous, supposes that 
it is more dangerous here than in Europe, and swears that most assuredly 
a person may appettr eared of the small-pox for months, and yet the dis- 
ease may be larking within him, so as to be contagious. It is not neces- 
sary for me to seek alter the cause of these extracwlinary inconsisten- 
cies ; Dr. M'Turk has told tbe Court, under oa&, that the restnction 
applied " JoWy to rt« chapel." 

He has said, that the orders were partially observed for three weeks ; 
Hamilton, in his letter says, " to my certain knowledge, there was no 
" attendance by amy negroes of the neighbouring estates to the chapel ; 
" until the small-pox was considered by yon ana me, and every person 
" on this estate, as defoolished. Dr. M'Turic was asked, who were tbe 
negroes that attended during the three weeks ; he answered, some negroes 
ftom Vryheid'a Lust Vryheid's Luflt is the property Of H. Van Cooten, 
the attorney of Le Resoovenir, and is to leeward, not far distatit from 
Le Resouvenir. Had the neeroes attended, H. Van Cooten, the owner 
of one, and attorney of the other estate, would most likely have known 
it ; Hamilton's letter, however, is an answer to this. Then we have a 
tale of Dr. M'Turk's applicalaon to Dr. Walker, and bis anxiety to get 
the fiscaal's pemissifMi to remove the restriction. The Hrst is answered 
in his CT0B8- examination, where he declares " that Dr. Walker never him- 
" s^f examined into tbe slate of the negroes ; hut gave his opinion npon 
" hia (Dr. M'Turk's) statement." With respect to tbe secoiid, if it was 
neeesMry for. Dr. U'TuHc to obtain permission of tbe fiscasl, to remove 
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the reatriction ; what became of the condiiioa contdhted in th* order of 
the 20th November, 1619? and of the discretioaary power, vested in Dr. 
M'Turk, with respect to that order? 

Dr. M'Turk then relates an Utack, as he calte it, which I made upon 
him ; but he did not say that he provoked any apparent diaretpectAil 
la&g^na^ I may have used on that occasion. He has not told the Court, 
what 1 shall prove, that he soeered at me, and mocked the idea of the 
negroes being instnuted in the tenets of our holy rebg^oih' ' 

With respect, however, to the whole of Dr. HTurk'* c^emieon this 
sufaiect, 1 have two objectionB : — 

Ist, That if the whole of it were true, and takes in the spirit be gave 
it, still it cannot be received in evidence, under asy of the charges eAi- 
bited against me. 

2d1y, That it occurred upwards of three years agp, aad by the 15^ 
section of the ntntiay act, all prosecution or trial, ob account of it, is 

With respect to my arrest, I shall take the latter part of Dr. MTurk's 
evidence, and that of lieutenant Nurse toge^r. I am described aa 
setting at defiance the commands of Ccqitain M'T^itk at the time ; that 
is, OD Thursday, when Lieutenaut Niirse oideved me to enrol myself m 
the militia, uoden Doctor or Captaia M'Turk. I did consider myself 
exanptedfrom dutyou account of my profession. That I was miatakea, 
is my misfbrtuae : I knew that, by act of parliament, all ministers of die 
gospel wereexKaptedfroKbaaringarms, and I considered that iq>plied to 
my case in this colony. ' My counsel has since explained to me, and 
further 'told me, that, in the eye of the law, ignorance is so ezeuse. 
Lieutenant Nurse says, he explained the nature of martial-law to me ; 
I deny that he did; I suspected the offer of Dr. M^Turk, and more parti- 
cularly as Mrs. Smith was mentioned in the instiuetion of a man who 
was my avowed enemy- I readily submitted to the sealing up of my 
papers. But when, what I have since learned is kiwwn, viz. that Br. 
M'Turk's object Was to arrest me, that he did not want me tW the pur- 
pose of bearing arms ; let nae ask, in the name of candour and truth, 
what is all this evidence about my disobedience of orders broagfat for- 
ward for 1 Had not Dr. M'Turk, had not Lieutenant Nnrse himself, sttffi- 
cient force to have arrested fifty individuals like myself? Why did they 
not do so ? No, if I reAued, Lieutenant Nurse was not to use force ; had 
Dr. M'Turk wanted me merely for asoldier, I should not have been left 
by the lieutenant in the first instance. After all, am I tried for disobe- 
dience of orders t The charges say nothing about this ofibnce, even bad 
1 committed it; and I humbly trust the Court will view the evidence of 
these men in its proper light. 

It has been stated, that I remained at my house during the (whole) 
revolt in safety, and without fear. I did so, but why ? I possess no slaves, 
or slave ; I am not conscious of ever having wronged one they had. Ob 
the first ni^t of the revolt, when 1 went over to Mr. Hamtlton's, they re- 
quested me to return to my home, as it was not their intentioa to hurt 
any one, and I believed their assertions. Perhaps I placed more faith 
in the promise of the negroes, than it was politic to do, or than others 
would have done ; but too much rclianue on such a piomiae, swely can- 
not be an offence. 
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t have, I think, now stated sufficient to prove the fallacy, and Tailure, 
of the attempt of the prosecutor, to prove that I was the cause of the 
revolt. 

The prosecutor, however, in his zeal to throw the whole blame upon 
me, appears not to have foreseen the consequences of this attempt. 
There mast be a cause for the revolt. It has been attempted to be shewn 
that I was the cause. This attempt having /ailed, and the prosecutor 
having by this attempt proved that Aieii he thought^ there must he a cause 
of revolt, has plainly admitted that some caute or other does exist. Now 
what is that.cause? It is not one cause, but many. 

\st, Immoderate labour . 

^dly, Severity of trealment. 

•idly, Opposition to religiovs iKStruclions, 

4thly, Withholding the imtructions concemirtg the whips. 

The whole of these causes I can and will prove, provided the Court 
will allow rue to go into the evidence.* 1 shall now come to that part of 
the chaises, which regard the allegation of my having had knowledge 
of the revolt; and not haviog informed the constituted authorities of the 
same.. As the first part of the second charge, and the third charge, ap- 
pears to relate to the same supposed offence, in fact, to be one and the 
same, I will take them together. The first part of the second charge 
is, " that having fibout the 17lh day of August last, and on divers other 
" days and times theretofore preceding, advised, consulted, and corres- 
" ponded with a certain negro, named -Qua min a, touching and concern- 
" ing a certain intended revolt and rebellian of the negro slaves, within 
" these colooies of Derperara and Essequibo." The third is, " for that 
" he, the said John Smith, on the 17th of August last past, and for a 
" certain period of time thereto preceding, having come to the know- 
" ledge of a certain revolt and rebellion, intended to take place within 
" this colony, did not make koown the same to the proper authorities ; 
" which revolt and rebellion did subsequently take place, to wit, on or 
" about the 18th of August now last past." 

With respect to the first part of the second (supposed) charge, it is im- 
possible to make sense of it, either alone or joined with the second part 
of the second chai^. It does not charge me directly and positively 
with any offence, but appears to have been an introductory- recital to the 
ch:irge of some offence, which the learned prosecutor might have intended 
to make. An offence ought- to be statea in clear, positive, and direct 
terms; the offender ought to be charged with the offence in such a man- 
ner as to enable him to meet it; it ought not to be set forth as introduc- 
tory matter, or by way 5f recital, for the law of England allows not this, 
in criminal prosecutions, in any of its Courts. 

With respect to the third charge, the offence of which I am therein 
accused, is expressly confined to the 17th of August last past, and for 
a certain period of time thereto preceding. The prosecutor is bound to 
confine his evidence to facts, within the- limits of that period ; and 
although he may have attempted to introduce evidence of facts, which, 
he says, occurred on a day subsequent to the ]7th; yet I do most 
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Solemnly protett againit tuch evidence being taken into consideration 
by the Court ; and I feel convinced ttie Court will allow the validity of nij 
objections. 

I shall, it 19 true, notice all the evidence; but I sball do so, merely ti 
explain it, that it may not hereafter prore injurious to my character ; pro- 
testifi^, howeyer, agaiott its being noticed by the Court in any other 
way, under the cbai-ges preferred against me. I have told the Court, that 
I wiith to meet all the charges in a fair and impartial manner. I wiH 
endeavour to do so ; but 1 will meet only the charges, for, I am not 
bound to answer any extraneous matter, or any facts, not happening 
within the time the prosecutor has stated. Me has had many weeks to 
draw up his charges, and collect his evidence ; and, if he had not, still 
the law will not permit him now to supply defects. 

The evidence under this head is threefold. 

1st. To prove that positive information was given me of the revolt, on 
the 17th of August, and for a certain period of time thereto preceding. 

2d. That, at^r the revolt broke out, I confessed or admitted a preriotu 
knowledge. 

3d. That I was, on the 18th, informed of the intended revolt, &c. 

The witneues on the first point are Emanuel, to pfore that 1 knew of 
it three Sundays before ; and Seaton and Bristol, to prove that I was 
informed by Quamioa on the Sunday immediately preceding, Manuel 
states that, three Sundays before this war came, Quamina, accompanied 
by him, (Manuel) came to my house to make enquiry respecting a paper 
of freedom, of which Manuel had heard Jack speak ; that Quamina asked, 
, why Mr. Cort and Mr. Stewart had called oa me the preceding FridaV, 
and was answered, to enquire whether any of the negroes ever caifie 
to ask me about this paper; and further, thst Qutunina told me, lu his 
hearing, to take Jack and Joseph and talk to them, because they wanted 
to make trouble about this affair. This statement is altogether false i 
Quamina never opened bis lips to me about this paper, (as they speak) 
except on the 25th of July. This i|»itnes8 says, it was three Sundays 
before the revoh, i. e. the 3d of August, that Quamina and he came to 
make the enquiry alluded to, and to ask wlw Mr. port and Mr. Btewait 
had called upen me. Now Mr. Cort and Mr. Stewart did riot call upon 
me till the 8th of August; and how Is it possible that, on the 3d 0f 
August, any conversation could have passed relative to Mr. Cort and Mr. 
Stewart having called upon me on the 8th. From what he says, re- 
specting Mr. Cort and Mr. Stewart having called upon me, it may' be 
- thought that Manuel made a mistake as to the particular day, and meant 
two Sundays instead of three. Could the Court be brought to allow any 
validity to the testimony of so incompetent a witness, 1 think I can satis^ 
factorily prove that, on the second Sunday before the revolt, I was not 
in my study,' unless merely to fetch "any thing out of it, from before 
seven in th6 morning, an earlier hour than he came to chapel, until past 
five in the afternoon, long after all the negroes had returned home. Tli* 
second Sunday before the revolt was our Sacrament d»y, and, on those 
days, for many months past, 1 had no time for retirenient a&er leaving 
my study, atseven in the morning. The morning service continued froiv. 

• The ptaee where he represenls the eoDTcnatJon 10 have pi&Md. 
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About hfllf past Eeven until nine: from thence till ten, I was fully engaged 
catechising can didates for baptism. Breakfast followed, and then, im- 
mediately after, the meeting of the deacons and myself, and the members, 
jnentioned by Azor, as taking place at ten o'clock on the first Sunday of 
.the month. This was a prayer meeting preparatory to the communion: 
On the conclusion of this service, the noon service was commenced, which 
was followed by the administration of the Lord's Supper. These servic^eB 
concluded about three or half past three o'clock,* and I resumed the 
catechising of such of the candidates for baptism, as had been omitted 
in the morniuK for want of time. And I find it noted in the journal, that, 
on that day, I had been fully engaged from seren in the morning till 
half past four; thus it was impossibk for me to have been sitting in my 
study on that Sunday. This witness is also in another place inconsistent 
with himself; he says, he heard all the conversation that passed between 
Quamina and me at that time ; and yet, while he went into the parson's 
kitchen to get water to.driuk, Quamina waa in the room. He could not 
^t watOT in the kitchen to drink ; he must either have gone somewhere 
else for it, or, which is more likely, have waited till some one fetched it 
for him. 

- Again 'Manuel says, "^ Qnamina went away from there" (the meeting in 
the middle path of Success) " with Bristol the deacon, about four o'clock 
" on the Sunday before the war began. I saw them go on the path, 
^* towards Mr. Smith's. Bristol came biK^ about Jive o'clock, he said it 
" was wrong, 'and they were not to do any such -a' thing." With tiiis it 
,i> necessary to compare the testimonies of Bristol and Seaton. The 
former of whom says, " I was not at ihe meeting in Success middle path, 
." was not in that middle path on the Sunday before the revolt.' 
" I went with Quamina to Mr. Smith, I went direct from the chapel to 
" Mr. Smith's house. After I had talked to Mr. Smith about my girl I 
" went to the chapel ; after that I think I went home." Seaton says, 
*' I did not see Bristol at the middle walk on that day." Again, Manuel 
.-says, that the whole congregation was at the meeting in Success middle 
walk. Seaton says, " not many people were there;" lastly, this witness 
. Muiuel says, that " he heard of the revolt a month and a half ago before 
it ;" and, in another part of his evidence, he makes it appear that he only 
'* just heard Jack speak about the free pE4}er, and asked Quamina if he 
" knew about it, who said follow me, and that he immediately came with 
" Quamina to me to make the enquiry." 

The simple facts of my supposed knowledge on the I7th of August are 
these : On that day, it being Sunday, I had been in the discharge of my 
-ministerial duties in the chapel lo a very late hour ; it was at least four 
Vclock before I finally left the chapel to go to my dwelling-house. On 
uriviog there I found Brixtol talking with Mrs. Smith, about a little g^rl, a 
daughter of his, whom he wished to place under Mrs. Smith's care. I 
joined in their conversation, and found that the gi^l had the meazles, 
inta the effects of which she was then stated to be only just recovering. 
■On this ground, I objected to her being brought to the house, until she 
was perfectly recovered, as there were negroes on the estate, whom she 
coi^t have infected with the complaint. Whilst I was conversing with 

. * Kll Mji oesr Soar, which I b^n i* oeai^ concct, 
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Bristol, Quamina aod Seaton, according to custom, camein, and werri 
soon followed by two othen. Their coming in was nothing unuEuai, it 
was not a circumstance to excite any particular notice, they seldom went 
away on a Sunday, without coming in to the back gallery to bid us good 
bye. Tliis was the case with many of the people, and I coniidered that 
they came in, on that occasion, merely for that purpose. Tbey were all 
standing together, and 1 went into the hall to get a glass of wine; while 
drinking it, I heard Quamina and Seaton, who were taltdng togethei in a 
low tone of voice, use the words " manager," and " new law." This in- 
duced me to rebuke them, for talking about such things. Quamina said, 
" O, it is ntithiug particular, sir, we were only saying it would be good to 
" send our managers to town to fetch up the new law," I immediately 
replied, that such conversation was improper, that tbey would be fools tb 
■say any thing to their mauagers about it, for they were not the . law- 
makers ; that if there was any thing for them, they should wait patiently 
and they would no doubt soon heai of it, either from the governor or 
from their masters ; but that, if they behaved insolently to their managers, 
they would lose their religious character, and would provoke the governor 
here, and the government at home. Quamina replied, " very well, flii', 
" we will say nothing about it, for we should be very sorry to ves the 
" king and the people at home." They then went out all together, each 
bidding me and Mrs. Smith good afternoon. From all that passed, I 
had not the slightest idea that they intended to revolt. Tlie receipt 6f 
Jackey's note, on' Monday evening, brought to my recollection what I 
had heard the day before, and induced me to attach to it a meaning 
which I had not attached to, it before. Upon these simple facts, what a 
tHoss of exaggeration and falsehood has been piled! I will examine the 
evidence given by the Witnesses for the Prosecution; and will not only 
content myself with pointing out the inconsistency and improbability oS 
(he whole, but endeavour to prove the facts as they reculy occurred. 
Bristol is the only witness to prove that I was informed of the revolt on the 
17tb of August. Bristol says, on the Sunday before the revolt, Qaamink 
imd he came into our house, to ask me about a paper, that had come froih 
hotbe to make the people free. When we went m, Quamina asked Mr. 
Smith if any freedom had come out for them ; Mr, Smith told him " no." 
Quamina said. Jack and Joseph were speaking very mnch about i(, and 
wanted to take it by force; Mr. Smith told them to wait and not to be 
foolish, how do you mean to take it by force 1 You cannot do any thing 
with the white people, because the soldiers will be stronger dian you, 
therefore, you had better wait. He said, well, you had better go and tell 
the people, and Christians particularly, to have nothing to do with it. 

Seaton says, " Quamina came back to our house from the Success 
middle walk ;" it is possible he might have done so, but I neither saw 
□or heard of his coming to my house a second time. Wheu Quamina 
and the others left, I immediately sat down to dinner ; after which, we 
took a longer walk than usual, and returned in company with Mr. Ha- 
milton and Mr. Van Ness, who remained with us till between eight and 
nine o'clock. The statements of Bristol and Seaton are very incorrect, 
and, in a great measure, false. They say that Quamina came to ask if 
there was any paper of freedom come out. It was very unlikely that . 
Quamina should have come to ask such a qnention, when he had been 
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told by me, in Kntwer to his own enquiry on tb« 25th of July, thai lb« 
report of Treedoni having come out was false, and muat Dot be believed ; 
foE. the king could not malce them frpe,- Bristol states, that Qu ami na 
told me. Jack and Joseph wanted h> take theii fieedom by force. Seatoq 
represent* himself as being present, at least at the beginning of the con- 
veraatioo, when, according to Bristol, Quamina said, Japk and Joseph 
wanted to take their freedom by force ; but Sea^n is silent on that head, 
and swears, that nothing was said on th^t occasion, about freedom har- 
- ing come out from England fbr the negroes. In his ctoss-cxaminatioD, 
he is pomtfidly as)ted the question. Was any thing said about freedom 
haying come out from England for the ne^es ? and he answered, " No." 
I shaU prove tiiat Seaton was there during the whole of the conversa- 
tion, although he says that he went away alone. 

A mere cursory review of this part of Bristol's evidence, will be suffi- 
cient to detect its prevarication and falsehood. He sajs, '' vhen Qua- 
mina was going mto Mr. Smith's house, 1 went with hiui" — anij in 
janother place he says, " 1 believe 1 talked to Mrs. Smith about my little 
f girl, before Quamina came in. Mr. Smith was present — 1 can't tell 
," whether any body came in, while 1 was talking to Mr. Smith abqut my 
'" girl; may-be somebody tnight have come in — After I had talked to 
" Mr. Smith about my girl, I went to the chapel. After that, I think 'I 
" went home — I did not see Mr, Smith after I went home.— Whei) 
" Quamina told Mr. Smith that the negroes were going to take their 
" freedom by force, I did not see any body else present." Although 
^hree other negroes werp in the room during the conversation, Seaton 
xays, there was no one else there but Quamina and Bristol and himself. 

I cannot dismiss this part of my defence, without noticing the ex- 
treme licantiness of the evidence produced, to prove a previous know- 
ledge of the revolt, and a previous correspondence with Quamina. 
Bristol, the only witness, as to the communication of Quamina with me, 
on the I7tb of August, upon his cross-e lamination, was asked by me, 
'* Were there any pTppnratipns made for the war before you and Qua- 
" miiia went to Mr. Smith ^" " No, I do not know of any." — " Had the 
" people no guns or powder or shot provided?" " 1 did not see any." — 
" Did Quamina tell Mr. Smith by what means they intended to drive the 
." white people to town V " No, sir, no further than I said before, that 
." Jack and Joseph had said their freedom bad Gopie'ouL" — " Did he, 
" .Quajnina, say when the white people were to be driven to town ?" 
'.' No." — Did you hear ail the conversation that passed between Quamipa 
." and Mr. Smith ?" " Yes." — Will you state all that Mr. Smith said, as 
" well as ail ibfil Quatnin^ jiaid?" " I have already stated all I know." 
— With the ejicepMon of ,ih$ story about Jack and Joseph, which 1 will 
prove did sot occur, what is the whole of this tale ? Wby^ that there waa 
some sort of grumbling amoo^ the se^oes ; but was I to infer from this 
circumstance mpre than was .inferred by others, from things of greater 
magnitude? Does this evidence prove th^t I had a knowledge of the 
revolt? It would hAvebeen strange if such knowledge could have been 
.derived without any mention of place, time, or circumstance. 

The most that this evidence, were it at all true, could prove, would be, 
ihat what passed might have a jvakened my suspicions. IJadmy suspiciona 
Men ^wakened, tli^t was not knowledge, and lam not ^waie of anyoblt- 
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gatioD I labour under to impart luipicions, when I wu not likely to meet 
with atlenlioD ; especially as BuspicioiiB were at that time entertained bj 
almost all persons m the colony. 

Many questions were put to the witnesses, relative to the sermon I 
preached on the Sunday preceding the revolt : there is no length to which 
perversion will not lead men; neither the text nor the sermon could 
have, nor had in my mind, any reference to an event of which I was as 
totally ignorant as any member of the Court. It is a text which is fre- 
ijuentiy selected by ministers. I have myself -preached from it before, 
and I am pretty sure in the same chapel. The circumstance of a num- 
ber of our congregation being adverdsed for sale by auction, some on the 
day of the revolt, if I am not mistaken, and others soon after, was the 
jcause of jny choosing that text, as it certainly was on the second Sunday 
before the revolt, I expected that many of the people would be removed 
iar from the means of religious instruction, and would probably never 
again enjoy the privilege Iney had, in too many cases, abused or neglect- - 
ed. The sermon wag delivered to a lai^ congregation, though not lar- 
•ger th^ usu^; notwithstanding Dr. M'Turk swears he observed a great 
pany more than usual going to Le Resouvenir that> Sunday. Iliere were 
many white gentlemen present i a^d surely, if any thing had been ad- 
.vanced indicative of what was fibout to take place, some of them would 
have come forward and testified it to the Court. But strong as is the cur- 
.rent of prejudice against mC,- nO'One hag intimated any thingon that sub- 
ject. H^d I been aware of the intended rebellion, surely, I must have been 
,30 idio^.to have chosen a text which it was possible for ^e ingenuity of my 
enemies to turn against me. 

2d. That after the revolt broke out I confessed, or admitted, a previ- 
ous knowledge. 

To prove this, two witnesses were called, John Baillie and John Aves. 
John Baillie states, that, on the first evening, or night, of the revolt, 
iie called at my house, where be saw me for uie first tjme ; that lie said, 
what a piece of work is all this I That, thereilpon, I asked what he 
meant by a piece of work ? that be answered, about ibe negroes rising, 
and remarked, that it was very extraordinary they should not bear of ^t 
in town before it came to the poinL And that 1 made answer and saii^, 
" I have known about this this six weeks." Were the evidence of this 
man borne out by that of John Aves, and bad I even said that I had 
known about the revolt for six weeks, to what would it baye amounted ? 
Does the word " know" necessarily implv knowledge, derived upon infor- 
mation, or participation ? Does it not also, very oTten, imply an opinion 
grounded upon certain data. But the truth is, that I did not use the 
word " know." I might have said " this was to be expected six weeks 
" ago," or words to Uiat effect. Indeed, John Aves declared that such 
was the expression used to him, John Baillie swears, that John Aves ' 
and the two black men were present, in a very small room, during the' 
whole conversation between me and himself. John Aves. gives a differ- 
ent account of this,. and says, that I said, this is a thing been expected 
these six weeks. Let the account, given by each of'these witnesses, of 
their conversation with me, be read, and it will be found that they so 
exactly agree in all things, save the words " know" and " expected," 
that no one can for a moment doubt that they were together during the 
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whole convenv^oti upon tbU subject. They both of them saw me for 
the first time, and this lasted about a quarter of an hour, during which 
time it would appear, that, upon a subject of such importance, 1 held to 
two persons two different convecsations, those persons being ia hearing 
of each other, if they chose to listen to what was said. From the 
evidence of the negroes, the revolt was not planned until Sunday, the 
17th, and yet 1 could, on the 16lh, declare, according to John Baillie's 
evidence, that I had known of it for six weeks. Gentlemen, such an 
event was not surprising to me, although I had no information or parti- 
cipation in the matter. 

The negroes had.'on various occasions, manifes^d a spirit of dissatis- 
faction ; instances of this I will prove. These instances were known to 
the different managers and attomits, for some of them communicated 
them to me. Mr. Cort and Mr. Stewart, men well acquainted with the 
negro character (in consequence of my having voluntarily mentioned that 
Quamina had been to inquire pf me about ^e report of freedom,* to Mr. 
Stewart on the preceding day,) had called upon me to inquire whether I 
knew the state of their minds regarding the report which had got into 
circuIadoQ among them, concerning the then last instructions from home. 
Mr. Cort can prove, that I felt disposed to tell them from the pulpit that 
the report was false; which he advised me not to do, as it might give 
offence. 

The negroes knew that some instructions had come out for them;* their 
being heU back, gave rise to an opinion that it was uncondidonal free- 
dom. I was asked about it by Quamina; I told the truth concerning the 
instructions regarding the whip ; iafornied him that there was no free- 
dom; and gave such advice on die occasion as has been stated by seve- 
ral of them, to wait with patience. 

As far hack as under date " 2Ist March', 1819," my Journal contains 
a passage, where, reflecting upon the murmuring and dissatisfaction of - 
the negroes, I say, "nor should J wonder if it were to break out in open 
" rebellion." It is a wonder that this had not been brought forward to 
prove my knowledge of the revolt in August 1823. It was not myself 
alone that entertained fears and suspicions, others did ; and 1 will prove 
that his excellency was told, months before the revolt, that the minds of 
the negroes on the east coast were in a state of dissatisfaction, and the 
inforjner apprehended serious consequences would ensue. . I knew not 
all diis when I Was arrested, but is it not a grievous hard case, that 
an attempt should be made to prove my knowledge of the revolt, and to ' 
punish me for not telling what I did not 'know, when the heads of the 

* Mt. Stew^t, nuuMcet oF plauiatlon Succen, told »e,uilJiepTeMfteeof Mr. Elliot, 
fha(adajorti>oago,fi.«.aboat IheEthDr tih of Auguil^ he heard the head driver of 
Le Renaveair tell the negroea ander him to " work, for the; were not free yet." Thia 
fact Mr. Elliot would baTe proTcd in evidence; but the qnenlian I put to him to bring 
It out, «•> objected to ; and it <nu not allowed to be puL I noticed uiii, id mj remarks 
onlheevidaice, inrapport of lbedel^ice;bat MlheiulNlceoftbeConit, Irelactanllr 
prtied il ; the; said, it was a refleciion od the Coart 

* The oegro Jack vas iuformed of il, bjone of thegovenioT'siervanti, who, itieema, 
beard hii maiter ipeak to gomegeDtlemeiicqnceniing ibe iostnictioDi, about the time he 
receited them. Thii wa) the tonrce from which Uie information was first derived by 
the Dtgnta. The judge-advocaie lajs, in hij remarks on the evidence, thai, /or aught 
thai appeart to lite contrary, (in the evktence,) the PriioDcr waa the flrat vho iuformed the 
'negroea of the»e inMnicliona ! 
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departments kpew ten tiroes aa (iiatiy facts, upon whipli to ^roand th«f 
Buspiciona or expectations. I had suspicions only, and what would bave 
been said to me, a poor despised rtussionary, had I imparted those sus- 
picions, and they had provea ground less ? i 

3d. That I was, on the 18th, informed of the revolt. 

1 have already stated, that all the evidence produced on this point i> 
extraneous and Inadmissible. The period of time in the charges, is con- 
fined to the 17ih day of August, and a certain period of time thereto 
preceding ; and the evidence must also be limitted to the 17th August ; . 
it cannot be extended to acts of the 18th, for I am not charged with 
having committed any act on the 18th. Allowing, however, for argu- 
ment sake, that guch evidence might have been admitted, might have 
been taken into consideration by the Court, so clear and conclusive, as 
to satisfy the minds of any Court, [that I so wilfully and illegally kept 
to myself what knowledge 1 possessed, as to have incurred the penalty 
assigned by law for ofiences of the most serious nature.] What are the 
facts attempted to be proved 1 That about six o'clock a letter was sent to 
me, that at half-past six the revolt occurred, and 1 had not given notice 
of it to Dr. M'Turk. The first intimation I had that the negroes had any 
improper intention, was given me by Jackey's note. I have already 
stated, that the contents of that note made me attach, to what I had 
heard, on the preceding day,, a meaning which I did not attach to it 
before. 

When Guildford arrived with the note, I and Mrs. Smith were going 
out for a short walk ; she had her bonnet on, and was waiting for me. It 
was just six o'clock, Having read the notes, I inquired if he knew their 
contents, and who carried the inclosed note to Jackey. He prevaricated 
so much that I could learn nothing. I delivered to him a verbal mes- 
sage ; I told him to return, making all possible haste, and tell Jackey 
that I was surprised, and vexed, and grieved, lo find that the people were 
meditating (this) mischief; and that I hoped that be would have nothing 



to do with the Dioject, whatever it might be, and endeavour to keep the 
people quiet. Just as he was going away it occurred to me, that Guild- 
ford might pervert the message, if he was so inclined ; to prevent which. 



. I told him to wait, and I would write an answer. It was too dark to 
examine the nib of a pen, I therefore wrote it, in great haste, with a pen- 
cil; when I gave the note to Guildford it was about a quarter past six. 
I put the notes in my pocket, and went a little way up the middle path 
with Mrs. Smith,, consulting together as to the best step to be taken : we 
had not proceeded more than 70 or 80 roods, when we heard a tumultu- 
ous noise at the manager's house; we immediately turped back, and 
went to Mr. Hamilton's door. Seeing the negroes behave roughly to me, 
for endeavouring to quiet them, Mrs. Smith ran away, to get somebody 
to fetch me away. She returned, and when the negroes had retired we 
went home together. 

This is a simple and faithful statement of the facts of the case, upon 
which I will not trouble the Court with evidence, unless the Court should 
think, a thing hardly possible, the evidence of the Prosecutor on this 
point admissible. But suppose, then, that the evidence was admissible, 
what does it prove, that I have done any more wrong than the bui^her- 
captains M'Turk and Spencer, or Hamilton, the manager, of Le Resou- 
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M'Turk iwnrs, that he knew it at four o'clock ; Hunilton was informed 
of it in (he morniop;; and though the one Uved on the very next eitate- 
to Le Resouvenir, and the other on Reionvenir, nettheT of them imparted 
a eiyllable of it to me. - 

Captain Spencer* vas informed of it by Captain Simpiton, yet did not 
beliere it, and did not assemble the militia, nor even informed the man- 
agers of the diflereot estates, to be on their guard. Now here are men 
that had knowledge four hours before it broke out; I knew of it one quar^ 
ter of an hour only, and because I h»l not presence of mind, or even 
time, to catch my horse (for he was loose) and ride about the country, I 
am to be tried. 

The reason of my tearing up the notes was, because, U the rebellioR 
bad broken ont already, the communication of them to any one could 
not prevent it; and it never occurred to me, that they might be otherwise 
usend. 

I hare at lengdi arrived at the fourth and last charge, though, pn>< 
perly spe^ng, it is only the third offence alleged against nae. 

It consists of two parts : 

Ist, That, on Tuesday muming, Quamina was seen by the boy MJf- 
thell coming to my house. 

2dly, That 1 held correspondence with him on the night of the 20th. 
veil knowing him to be an insurgent, and engaged in the revolt, without 
using my utmost endeavours to detain and secure him ; and without 
informing the constituted authorities of his having been at my hoilae ; 
and the second part of the second charge is to the same efTect, and I 
shall take them together. 

The boy Mitchell is of notorious bad character, and 1' verily believe 
his testimony is altogether false; he does rwt uttdersland'llie sacred obli- 
gation of an oath, and if he did, what does his evidence amount to? that 
he saw Quamina come into my yard on Tuesday morning, in open day- 
light, when the sun was high. I do nut believe the hoyi and 1 most 
solemnly declare, I never saw Quam'ma on the Tuesday morning; he 
may have gone into the yard, or he may not; I never saw him,-nor had 
I ever any direct or indirect knowledge of his l>eing there, unfil I heard 
the evidence of Mitchell in Court. 

On the second point, viz. ThatI held corre8pondence,&c. with Quamina 
on die 20th of August, well knowing him to he an insurgent, and engaged 
In the revolt, without using my utmost endeavours to detain and secure 
him, and without informing the constituted authorities of his having been 
at my house. Let us examine the evidence. Ankey (AuCje) says, that 
on Tuesday (between twelve and iwo o'clock) Mrs. Smith sent for her ; 
that she went, and on her arrival Mrs. Smith entered into conversatioa 
with her, and inquired of her what was the matter, thai the people were 
doing so. Ankey (Antie) said, 1 do not know. Ma'am ; the people wisli 
to get their liberty. Mrs. Smith said, the people did not behave welt, 
for black people could not fight against whites.' She said'she had been 
afiaid the whole night, and could not sleep ; that she Ank^y (Antje) waa 
BO afnud too^ that she did not'\iiow where to go, either into the great 
house or the negro-house. Mrs. Smith said, don t be afraid, they won't 

* Mr. Schmidt, whowM to have proved Spencer's prerions knowledge of the inMKled 
i«valt, KDl H certUkiale that he vai lick, stid could Dot atleixl. 
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hurt jou : then she vent to lie down, and told me she wished to 'se& 
Quamina or Bristol very much. I did not know any thing about it; but 
I then got a boy to send aback to brin^ Quamina to the lady. Mrs. 
Smith said notning in that conversation about which would conquer. She 
said nothing further ; she said nothing about the mode in which the 
negroes were to carry on the war. 

By her evidence, it appears that the next evening Quamina came to 
her, and she conducted him to my house, informing Mrs. Smith only, 
and that without my knowledge, and out of my bearing, that Quamina 
was come ; that she then conducted Quamina to my house, and that 
Mrs. Smith received him and shut the door. The girl Elizabeth* says, 
she was in my bouse on- Tuesday and Wednesday ; knows Quamina, of 
Success, and saw him on Wednesday night inside the ball ; that myself 
and Mrs. Smith were there ; that 1 was siting down in the hall, close td 
the table, on a chair ; that Quamina stood a little near me ;t that no one 
else was in the room besides Quamina and Mr. and Mrs. Smith. That 
Mrs. Smith remained in the hall aU the time that Quamina was there. 
" I did not see her go to the front door during; that time. I heard Qua- 
" miaa and Mr. Smith talk together ;" t that Quamina staid there " a lit- 
" tie longer than she had been before the Court ;" that she saw him 
when be went out ; that afler-Quamina went away, she saw Mrs. Smith; 
she said I must not tell any body that I saw Quamina in the house, and 
if 1 told any body she (Mrs. Smith) would lick me. Did not see the Pri- 
soner or Mrs. Smith give Quamina any thing ; when he went he had a 
stick, upcm which there was a bundle. — Even though the whole of this 
evidence were true, there is nothing ia it to shew that I am guilty of tha 
offence for which 1 am charged. 

1st, It is not proved that Quamina was a rebel. 

2d, That Ihad any knowledge at the time of his being an insurgent. 

3d, Nor does it appear that' I gave him any intelligence, or held any 
such correspondence with him as can subject me to punishment. 

In the first place, it is not shewn that Quamina was a rebel. Some 
questions have been asked, and answers g)vcn, to shew that Quamina 
was engaged in the revolt ; but this is not sufficient, it ought to have 
been shewn that he bad been convicted as such. If is laid down in Hale's 
Pleas of the Crown, 234,. that, " If a person be arrested for treason, he 
" that rescues him is guilty of treason." But, according to the same 
author, 235, this Case is not at all now in force nor binding. " That, 
" therefore, at this day if one he committed for suspicion of treason, and 
" another break jail to let him out, yet unless the party imprisoned were 
" really a traitor, this is no treason at this day." The same author, in ■ 
page, 237, says, " He that rescueth a person imprisoned for treason, 
" or suffers him voluatarily to escape, shall not be arrnigned for that 
" offence, lUl the principal offender he convicted of that offence ; for If he 
" be acquitted of the principal offence, the jailer that suffered the escapej 

* Elizabeth is about 12 yearsold. 
+ A lilde Dear meana, in oegro dialect, not ver) near.' 
t Id her evideDce in supgHirl of Ihe defence, E^is^beth tajs, while Quamina was in the 
house, I was in the kitchen ; ihe kitchen is not atlached to ihe house; it is an out-houw. 
t-Vom the table in Ihe hall, where 1 was sitting, lo Uie kilchen-door, ia at least SO pacea. 
This was itol mrationed in the dereoce, because the aitualion of (he kitchen waa nell 
Imown to the Court generally. 
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',' and he ihat mEtde the rescue, shall be discharred; and the reason is, 
" because though rescuing a person charged wiut treason, or suffering 
" him wilfully to escape, Re a gVeat mis demeanour, yet it is not treason, 
" unless, in truth and reality, he were a traitor ; for a vum mag he 
" arrested or imprisoned under a charge of treaxon, and yet be no 
" traitor." Again, in page 238, " Aod though the receiver of a traitor 
" knoviingiy be a principal traitor, aad shall not be said an accessary, 
'' yet thus much he partakes of an accessary ; that if he be indicted by a 
'■ several indictment, he shall not be tiled till the principal be convicted; 
" upon the reason of the jailer and rescuer before given : for ihe pria- 
" cipa) may be acquitted, and then he is discharged of the crime of 
" receipt of hita. . If he be indicted specially of the receipt ia the same 
" indiciment with the principal offender, as he mM be, yet die Jury 
' ' must first be charged to inquire of the principal offender, and if they 
" find him guilty, then to inquire of the receipt; and if the principal be 
" not guilty, then to acquit both : aad accordingly it was ruled in Ar- 
" den's case. For though in law they he both pnncipals in treason, and 
" possibly process of outlawry may go on against htm that receives, at 
" the same time as against him that did the fact, and though the princi-- 
" pal appear, process may go against the other ; yet, in truth, he is 
" thus far an accessary, that he cannot be guilty if the principal be 
" innocent." 

Gentlemen, I say that it has not been proved that Quamina was a 
rebel. I maintain, that to establish this, conviction was necessary : even 
when he was shot he had no arms, nor had any one that vas with him, 
according to tbe testimony of Dr. M'Turk ;* and surely implicit reliance 
cannot be placed upon evidence of such witnesses as the negroes brought 
against me. The man was never tried, a&d however strong the preaump- ' 
tion may be against him, still there is no saying, that had he been tried, 
he might, upon cross-examiaation of the witnesses against him, and by 
the evidence of his own witnesses, have so explained his conduct as to 
have shewn that he was innocent. He might have beea carried aback 
by force, for any thing that appears to the contrary. It is contrary to 
the first principle of English law, to believe a man guilty until he shall 
have been proved to be so, that, is, fairly tried and convicted. 

2dly, It is not shewn that I had any knowledge of Quamina's being 
an insurgent at the time he was at my house, on Wednesday, the 20th. 

Criminality, in this case, entirely depends upon the knawkdge I had 
of Quamina's being an insurgent. The Prosecutor has been aware of 
this, and has accordingly averred ic This averment was not only 
important, but necessary; for, in a case of this kind, the very essence of 
the crime consists in the guilty knowledge of the defendant — Starkie's 
Crim. Pleadings, 153. " so the receiver of a traitor knowingly, makes 
" the receiver a traitor" — Hale's Pleas of the Crown, 237. It may be 
said, that this knowledge may be implied. Implications and presumpuon, 
however, are not to supply the place of positive evidence, where there 
eusts a possibility of their being wrong. 

There are three circumstances which deserve notice: 
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• Ist. — Mrs. Smith requeitio^ KittyStewart to accompany ADkey (Antje.) 
2d. — Mrs. Smith shutting the door (as stated by Atikey.) 
3d. — Mrs. Smith's thre&t to Elizabeth, (as sUt«d by Elizabeth.) 
I believe that & husband is responsible, in civil courts, for the acts of 
his wife ; but that he is not responsible for any crime committed by her, 
(I do not mean that it should be infened, that Mrs. Smith is guilty of 
crime, for J am sure she could elplain her conduct.), 

Mrs. Smith is ray wife, but I solemnly declare, that I never knew any 
one of the three circumstances, jut^ enumerated, until they were detailed 
in evidence. They relate not to me, and whatever suspicion they may 
carry with them, if believed, still that suspicion ought not in justice to 
operate against me. 

Ankey swears, that she knew nothing about the revolt; and Jane 
Grsnt also swears, that she did not know that Quamina had any thing 
to do with it. If, tiien, so many persons about me were ignorant of this 
fact, it surely could not have been notorious in my immediate circle. 
■ Notorious or not, I did not know it ; had I known it, and desired to 
have, a secret meeting with Quamina, I should certainly not have 
chosen my own house for that jiurpose; at all events, I should have 
sent all the servants away. 

3dly. — ^' It is necessary that the correspondence or comraunica- 
". tion should at least have a tendency to direct or embolden the 
" enemy, in his attack, or to weaken the effects of the resistance pre- 
" pared against him," — see Samuel on Courts'-martial, 581. It is 
surely necessary then to prove, in some manner or other, that my com- 
mnnicadon was of this tendency ; but the Prosecutor' has been wholly 
silent, and surely the mere act of having seen an individual, can never 
be cODBtmed into an aiding and assisting in rebellion, according to the 
second chai^. It has not been proved that Quamina was a rebel ; if 
he was, I did not know of it; I did not send for him, nor did 1 know 
any thing of his arrival : I gave him no communication, touching and 
concerning the revolt, for I had nothing to communicate ; and if I had, 
still 1 would not have done any thing so improper. It was not until 
I asked him, where he had then come from? that his manner became 
changed, and, without answering me, he suddenly turned round and 
went away. Mrs, Smith was the only person present, and if the Court 
could admit her testimony, she could explain the whole. One of the 
facts which appear to militate against me, I will prove is iucorrect, 
viz, " That Mrs. Smith shut the door." I can do this, because I have 
a witness. With regard to the other two points, I could explain them 
also, had I any other witness than Mrs. Smith to support my statement. 
From the nature of the whole evidence against me, explained and 
contradicted as it will be, I feel assured, gentlemen, that whatever sus- 
picion may have hitherto attached to me, it will not be possible for any 
gentleman to declare vpon his oath, or upon his honor, that J am 
gtiilty, I have cleared up, I think, every point, except one, " (and to 
" menjree/rom prg'itdiee, to gentlemen of honor)"* it will be apparent, 
that even that one, C04)d be cleared up also, did not the pblicy of the 
law, and the rules of evidence, prohibit my wife from bearing testimony. 

• Al tW infWnic of llic Court, Ihi-se oipressioiis w«re i-rai-iJ in the rrigiiial. 



With respect to my not attemptiag to aeean the man, I did not koovr 

thathe wag even a replied lehel ; and ifl had known this, ^ntlemen, look 
at me, and asic yourselves, hov it was possiUe for soe, unarmed, to 
secure the man? The attempt, therefore, would have been vaiu and 
lidiculouB. It will be asked, why I did not give information? my answer is, 
ag^n, that I l^new not th^t the man was even a reputed rebel ; and 
suppose that I had kno^n this, of what utility could snch information 
have Ijeep, vhen the n^an had gone 1 knew not whither? 

Before I conclude, I feel it my duty to observe upon the nature 
of the evidence bri^ught against me. It is either the evidence of slaves', 
f^ of person;, with ve^ few exceptions, grossly prejudiced against 
me. Prejudiced from motives of interest, i. e. from imagining that the 
diffusion of knowledge amoog the negroes will tender them less valuable 
fts property. 

The first class of witnesses consists of persons extcemdy ignorant, 
and decidedly under the influence of their owners. It cannot be ez.- 
pected that the love of truth and justice will render them superior to tbe 
" ^eai which must ^xi^t in the minds of men, by whom their fellow- 
iabourei^ have been.piinisheij, ev^n for Extending divine worship. Some 
of them are extremely ignorant and savi^e, as the boy Mitchell, who 
jdid not even pretend to understand the nature of an oath, until he was 
aaked " if he believed God Almighty a-top ?" Of course he answered 
" yes," and he was legally sworp, J am aware, that however necessary 
fixe polipy of .colonial governments, in this hemisphere, ma^ have thought 
it, to e^olude negro evidence, still, in a court-martial, it is strictly le^;al 
to,adm|t jt. In admittingit,however, the Court ought to be well aware of 
the negro character, fandto be very cautious as to the degree of credibility 
^ be attached to their evidence. Nothing can be more evident, even from 
the evidence before the Court, than that negroes have but little idea of 
the obligation of an oath ; hence the prevarications, and falsehoods, and 
.contradictions, so apparent in their evidence; they have no notion of 
time or circumstance; and, it b but too clear, thai their.,evidence has 
beep made np of ' ^reds apd patches,' obtained from conyersations, from 
itean»,y, and frojin their own misinterpretations of w^at has been pro- 
pounded to them. They are, generally, incapable of narrating a tran^ 
paction; neither can they relate, with any tolerable accuracy, even the 
^shortest conversation. So welt-known is this, that they are seldom en- 
trusted to deliver a verbal message; notwithstanding all this, what has 
the prosecutor been able to produce against me? Divest the evidence of 
all tha,t I shall prove to be eu^erated, misrepresented, and false, and 
nothing will remain to prove tn^ criminal, either in a moral, reli^ous, or 
legal xie^. 

With respe<;:t to the other class of witnesses, 1 will abstain from say- 
ing more. than requesting a pt;j'usal of their evidence; and, if its tenOr, 
as well SLf the questions put by the judge-advocate, do not bear me out 
in asserting, that a spirit of prejudice does exist a^inst me, then I am 
incapable of forcing an estimate of men's opinions from their words. 

My journal mugt not be omitted. Its origin and nature I have ex- 
plained. Whether it be evidence or not agaiast roe is not now a ((ue?- 
lion to be detcrmioed. I am not ashamed of it ; but I do feel aggrieved 
at its conteals having been made public, for .they were never intended 
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for tiiat purpose. Not oti\y thoie parts of its contents, read in Court, 
have been knovn, but other parts, the publication of which, however 
4nie ^e>factB contained in my atatements, may wound the feelings of 
many persons. Whether this would have a tendency to prejudice men's 
minds Against me, I leave to the consideration of the Court. 

In conclusion. — Upon a fair and candid review of the whole evidence, 
it is not apparent that I am guilty of any one of the charges, and it 
might almost seem that my opinions, and not myself, have been tried ; 
those opinions are founded upon the Gospel, that which hath withstood 
for ages all persecutions. Its promulgation has increased from oppo- 
sition, and its truths been made manifest by investigation. It has pros- 
,p£red, and will prosper, and its prosperity will impart happiness to all 
Ihose who seelc knowledge from it. It has already produced a material 
alteration for the better in the minds of the negroes. 

The love of religion is already so strongly implanted in them,* that the 
power of man will not be able to eradicate it. I have been informed, 
an4 can prove, that even in the midst of the revolt, whilst the negroes * 
were all assembled, all in arms, some of them were heard to say, " we 
" will, shed no blood, for it is contrary to the reli^on we have been 
" taught." Which of the negiroes said this? not the lowest class of 
Africans, not the heatfieii, but the christian negroes. This revolt has 
been unlike every other I ever heard or read of. In former revolts, in 
thTs colony, in Jamaica, in Grenada, and in Barbadoes, blood and mas- 
sacre were the formidable features. In this a mildness and forbearance, 
worthy of- the faith they professed, (however wrong their conduct may 
hiBf e been) were the characteristics. Even the attempts at bloodshed 
in this, have been confined to the Africans, who were not yet baptized- 
This is apparent from the evidence, already before the CourL 

(Signed) John Shith. 



FIFTEENTH DAT, 3d NOVEMBER, 1823- 

Michael M'TuRK, Af. 27., UurgAer-Copfdin, and Captain in 
tke Demcrara Militia, called, sworn, and examined hy ihp 
Paisoner. 

What is your name? — Michael M'Turk. 

Are you the same witness that appeared on this trial before? — I am. 

Have you brought witii yoa the letter required in the summons ^ — I 
have. 

Will you produce it? — Produced. 

Are you acquainted with the hand-writing of the person whose signa- 
ture itbefirs?— I am. 

Is that letter in the hand-writing of John Hamilton? — 1 believe so; 

' • The judge-ad vocBte iaiiited much on ■wbtt be called the inconsistency of my repre- 
jtenliiig (he aegroe* at being v»'ir ignorant, and haring but little idea of the obligalion 
of an nalb, amlj afterHards, ujing the lave of religion ii struu^ty implantul iu them. 
That (be love of religion is really ilrongly implanted in vast multitudes of itie slaves, ia 
■ufficiestly evident. Their not beUer UDdeTstanding the nature attd pbligatJOD of aq 
^Ih, merely proves that Ibey reqaire more in-' — ■ — 
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and, particululy, rrom the reason of its 1>eing an answer to one I 
addressed to him. 

Wbeo you icceiTed the letter, where did John Hamilton reside, and in 
what capaci^? — At Le Resouvenir, and as raanager. 

Did Tou receive it on or about the day it bears date ? — I think it was 
on or about 4he day. 

By request of the Court, leller read. 

Plantation Le Resouvenir, 
Sir, 19th Dec. 1819. 

In answer to your tetter, received this morning, I have 
to inform you, that, from the time I reported to you the last two negroes, 
as having the small-pos, to my certaia knowledge, there wa»no attend- 
ance by any negroes from the neighbouring estates to the chapel, untU 
the small-pox was considered by you, and me, and every person on the 
estafe, as demolished ; but, wnce that timp, there have been people 
attending frequently, which you have had the opportnnity to see, as well 
as myseu, for I have not been in the chapel lately. 

I am, sir. 
To Captain M'Turk, Your obedient humble servant. 

Commander of 2d baL (Signed) Joms HAtiivroji, 

Demerara militia. 

By the Jvdoe-Advocatk. 

Did you reply to that letter ? — I did, by stating that it was incorrect ; 
first, with, respect to what he said I had stated ; secondly, to the two 
cases not having beea' reported. 

(Copy of M* Turk' t reply read.) 
Sir, . Felicity, 20lh Dec. 1819. 

Your reply to my letter of yesterday morning, is 
neither explicit DOT satisfactory i it is not for you to enter into the merits 
of a case which you are not acq^u^ntcd with, and of courBe ignorant, 
particularly of my instructionB from the executive government. 

Your BssertioD, as to my opinion of the smalUpox 
being eradicated from Plantation Le Resouvenir, and' your report of the 
' two last cases (whidi you refer to, but which I never received) is incor- 
rect, and entirely irrdevant to the nature of my request. 

What youi opinion and others on Le Reaouvenir may 
be, regarding that disease, is a matter of no consequence ; but, as it 
is a subject which government has taken up, (and a prudent one it is,) 
and by its commands a restriction has been laid on these meetings, for a 
time ; it is, therefore, your duty to ^ve every facility in forwaraing the 
object it has in view, adopted solely for the benefit of the community. 

I conclude, therefore, and understand by your tetter, 
that meetings of the negroes, from the neighbouring estates, have taken 
^lace at the chapel of Le Resouvenir, anterior to the date hereof. 

In consequence of which, I have to direct that you 
make yourself acquainted with the days of meeting (and nights 
also,) and ascertain whether they continue to be frequented by negroes 
not belonging to the estate, and report to me accordingly in case they 
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are, that measureB may be" adopted to prevent the violation and wanton 
abuse of government orders. 

I have the hoaoor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedieqt seivant, 
To Mr. Hamilton, (Signed) Michael M'Turk, 

Manager, Captain lat comp., 2d bat. 

Plantation Le Resonvenir. D. M. 

By the Court. 
h that a true copy of the answer eent?-^lt U a correct copy. 

HsHORiCK Yan Cooten called, sworn, and examined btf 
the Pbisonbr. 

Where do you reside? — Upon Plantation Vryheid's Lust, ' 

What is your calling in life ? — Planter. 

Do you yon know the Prisoner? — Yes, I do. 

Do you remember his arrival in this colony ? — Yes ; but cannot apeak 
about the date. 

After his arrival, do you remember the Prisoner'a expressing any par- . 
ticular wish concerning the chapel?— No, not shortly after his amvat. 

Do yon remember any thing being said by the Prisoner, about the 
removal of the chapel to the road side? — Yes, I do; Mr. Smith re- 
quested me to write to the owner, to obttun leave to remove the chapel 
to the road-side. 

Did you ever attend the Prisoner's chapel? —Yes, frequently. 

When yon have so attended, what has been the tenor of h!a dis- 
courses? — I have not attended for the last twelve months. 

Do your n^oes attend the chapel ? — Yes, several of them. 

Is this with your approbation? — Yes, certainly it was. 

What sort of negroes are those which so attended? — The principal 
one was a carpenter; Azor, -now in jail, and many others out of the 
field. 

Do you know any white persons in this colony, that subscribe to the 
Missionary Society? — I have been myself a subscriber, when I was 
asked by Mr. Smith, and so have several on the coast. 

Is that the Society to which the Prisoner belongs ? — Yes. 

Will yon be pleased to state your reasons for subserving to thai Society ? 
— Rejected. 

Have you perceived any alteration in the behaviour of your negroes, 
since their attending the chapel ? — Yes, I think m ; that is to say, they 
have been more obedient than they were formerly. 

Did you ever tell this to any one? — Yes, I have told it sometimes to 
gentlemen; but can't recollect to whom. 

Did you fver tell it to the Prisoner? — Yes, I think I have, upon his 
asking me. 

Were vou acquainted with the fact of tb« negroes purchasing books 
from the Prisoner? — I can't say as to th«j purchasing them, but that 
they h^ve books from the Prisoner, I think I recollect. 

Did you alloW your negroes to have books from the prisoner, and, if 
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^es, why? — I have not objected to h, and I thougfat there was no bitrm 
, in it. 

Were you acqu^oted with the fact of the nef roes throwing up money 
in the chapet ? — I have heard of it, but do not particularly know it. 

Were you ever present when money has been therein collected; — I 
dtin't recollect. 

Did you ever hear Mr. Davies preach a collection sermon in the cha- 
pel ? — I do not recollect. 

Where were you when you gave the first donation for the Missionary 
Society ? — On my estate. 

Was it your name or draft for the money, that you gave on your 
estate? — It was my draft. 

Did you ever give any draft for the Society when you were in the 
chapel?— No. " / 

Had you any suspicion previous to the revolt, that such an event 
wonid take place? — No, I had not. 

Did you hear of any thing particular among the negroes of Le Resou- 
venir about 10 or 12 days before the revolt? — Yes, there was some - 
thing of a complaint respecting the mai^ager. 

Did you hear any thing about the negroes laying dawn their tools and 
refusing to work ? if yea, state what it was ? — It seems, that there were 
some unwilling, but they did not refuse to work; there were a few who 
absented themselves, but came back the next day. 

Was there any particular reason for their returning? — Not that I 
know of; they came with a complaint about the manager ; and when 
that was settled they came back. 

Did you hear of any one of your - sons or ^on-in-law going aback to 
expostulate with them : — No, I did not. 

Did you hear any thing of a report, which was said to be among the 
negroes, concerning their freedom, which they imagined had come out ? 
— Some time before the revolt I think there was a report, among the 
neerofs, that aomething was to be done for them, when U)e Court of 
Policy was sitting. They had a confused idea, but generally expected 
some amelioration. 

Did this not raise any doubt or suspicion in tfour mind concerning the 
negroes remaining quiet ? — Refected, 

How many years have you been in this country? — Fifty years paat. 

How much of that time have you been in the habit of observing the 
character of the negroes ? — I suppose from the beginning of it. 

Are they in general capable of relating correctly any conversation 
that has taken place in their heariug? — Very badly in general, there 
may be some more capable than others. 

Is it customary to send negroes with verbal messages, where accu- 
racy is required? — It is not, at least 1 would not. 

For what reason would yon not send such messages ? 

Because I think the negroes, in geaeral, are bad messengers; ten to 
one if they'd bring it home correctly. 

Who is the attorney of Plantation Le Resouvenir ? — Myself. 

Do you consider yourself, or the manager, bound to communicate to 
the Pnsoner all official orders, regarding the negroes in general, which 
may be sent to either of you ? — No. 
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Wert your negreti, who attendtd tit chapel, in worst circvmtoHceM 
than be/ore they aftefided the chapel f — No. 

Were they, that attended the chapel, ia appearance cleaner or better 
dressed, after they attended the chapel, than ihey- were before t — I do 
not know of any difference, , 

By the Court. 

In your judgment would not any negroes rementber the substance of 
what passed about a revblt,' and the soldiers being more strong than ■ 
they ?— I think they migbt. 

Do you know Bristol, Seaton, or Emanuel, witnesses on this trial ? — 1 
do Dot know any of them. 

Were the negroes of Le Resouveuirrather more obedient since _tbey 
attended, than those of Vryheid's Lust? — I have not found any differ- 
ence upon Le Resouvenir; biit the negroes upon Le Resouvenir did 
not attend chapel so well as the negroes of other estates. 

How did you know that ? — That I heard from the Prisoner. 

How did Le Resouvenir negroes behave during the revolt ?—T-They 
came into the house, and forced the arms from the manager; I was not 
present. 

Did the negroes of Le Resouvenir join in the revolt ? — According to 
reports, they certainly did, * 

Would you, at any time, wlien Bethel chapel was shut, have pre- 
vented Mr. Smidi from preaching to or instructing the negroes on Vry- 
heid's Lust? — I would not have preveiited the negtoes had I been asked. 

In your opinion could the negroes remember the heads of a short 
discourse, and take up th« meaningof the lecturer ?— I think swne of 
Ibem. might. 



SIXTEENTH DAT, 4tii NOVEMBER, 1823.- 
John Stetabt. 

What ts your name, place of residence, and-calKng in life? — Jofin 
Stewart, manager of plantation Success. 

Had you an opportunity, before you became manager of Success, of 
observing the behaviour of other negroes?-^-! had. 

Did you observe any difference between the behaviour of the Success 
negroes, and that of the negroes of other estates? if yea, what differ- 
ence? — ! don't recollect that I observed any difference- in them in 
particular. 

Wbat was the general conduct of thoseof the Success negroes, who 
attend the chapel? — Some of them were good, some bad. 

Did any one ever inquire of you concerning the behaviour of the Suc- 
cess negroes? if yea, who? — I don't recollect; I remember Mr. Smith 
asking me about the character of Quamina. 

Did you ever commend the behaviour of the negroes on Success, who 
regularly attended the chapel, to Mr. Smith? — T may have done it ;' hut 
really don't recollect. ■ Tne qwettion aent by'Mr. (Vminjr (o tw," aifiul 
Jack, of Swxess, I referred to Mr. Smith. . . 
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Did you ev« neGat uy qoutel or ratsdeed ot « negro to Ml- Smith 
to lettle?— I think I h«Te. 
' Ii thu letter in youi hud-vriUng T—YeSf it i>. 

(Qmrl ckoKed^ittier adtmHed.) 
Dear Sir, SaccesB, 5th Feb. 1S22. 

I desired Quamina yesterday, u I underctood be was to go over last 
night, to mention to you, thatl received ralber an onpIeaBaat letter from 
Mr. Cuming! on Sunday, regarding hit son Jack and bii wiVes ; and I 
DOT beg lean to inclose the same letter for your peruBsl. Besid«s 
those Mr- C. mentions, Mr. Munsen told me yesterday, be knew of two 
or tbree other women on Chateau Hugo, Jack occasionallf oc^abited 
with. As for my woman Gracy, he has ruined her; At baldly do«a 
ai^ thmgfor me, and I shall now be voder the neceuity of soidifflg ber 
to work in the task-gang, although I know she baa not been accualome^ 
to such work, but I cannot help it ; I have told Jack and ber repeatedly 
of the impropriety of their connections, and once punisbed diem, by oMs- 
fining them both is the stocks for some time, when tbey declared they 
AotUd never be guilty of the s^me crime after that period ; aod, I be- 
lieve I have been told, you once or twice gave them a severe lecture om 
this subject. His father, Quamina, seems to be very much huM at hip 
■ob's shameful <:o&duct, although he actcjd ratjher haatdy to me yesterday 
morning, for which I found it necessary to confine him Kt a short period, 
and if I'had punished hinf I would have been justified, -and certainiy his 
■on was the original cause of all this. Under sJI thtet circnm stances, 
I feel it inciimbrait on me to raqveat you to chastise Jack and Graoy ait 
for as beccHses you, as a miiwt^r; die ide» of a married man turning 
out his wife, and bringing ia another woman iw her piesenee, amd to her 
own b%d, is to me horrid ; with hopes you will excuse me for thus tronbB 
ling you, and that you will consider it as meant for both Jack and 
Gracy's future good, 

Mybest respects to Ur«. ^^t^. . I am, dear sir, 

The Rev. J. Smith, Tour's, very respectfully. 

Plant. Le Resouvenir. ^^tigned) Johh Stewart. 

Did yoK ever Ffconniiend any of ibe negroen of Succms to the 
Prisoner to be baptized ?-^Several. 

What were the qualifications upon which yow recomni^ed th«B? — 
General conduct as to the duty of- the estate. 

Were the neg^roes, who regularly attended the phapd, isaoVwt or obe- 
die^' — Spine of them were insolent and sotne (^d>Q»tr 

Wer^ there ipiore or fever of such negroes disobedicvt ikw «bedieiU t 
— More obedient than disobedient; 1 refer to the whole gang) and to 
those who attend the ch^peJ- 

Were the majority of those negroes who mended the chafwl, f«r J 
am now speakng of those only, obedient ot dupbedief4 in gcnml? — 
CHiedient. 

Would yon have recommended a bad difpOKd i^grv tP>s baptind.? 
Ti^-Vq, I would not. 

Did not the hope of obtaining your recogipKadlttiifn ^ twytijn, 
stimulate them to good conduct ?i-tI cannot sjay. 

Is this letter in ^ur band-writiflg ?-rYe#. 

. . D.g,l,.-™byGOOglC 
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(Letter tkuL) 
Dear Sir, Plaatation Succeii, I4th Cec. 1822. 

I'lff ^sren-,. I-eon anif Dingwall, have been applying to me for two or 
Ane weeks hack, m order to g;et a note to yon, so as to be baptized ; 
and I always told them their conduct some time ago have been Micb, 
wUeh I suppose you recollect, as put It oat of my pawer to gjve them ' 
geod efaaiRCters. Howevet, as tbey botll seem now to be sorty for it, I 
have 00 objection that they may be admitted,j)rovided you think it proper, 
I am, dear sir, 

»». J. Sbiith, " Tour's respectfully, 

PtanC. Le Restruvenir. "(Signed) John Stewart. 

Did the piisonei ever send to you A man who bad abswtted'himielf ? 
— t dout recolIecL 

Jb this letter yoifr band-wiitio^?— It is. 
(Ltt^raad.y 
Hau.Sif, Plantatkiti Success, I2lh April, 1S22. 

I knew nodiing of Ben being tdraeot from his master's work yesterday; 
liO aboBt Mvvft oehicfc tbis moraine, when Cooper Jack, who took upon 
binMtlf to- send bim, cRme and told me, he sent Ben to the water-dd'e 
yestetdvy; and Ifast he did not return — I suppose he must have heard of 
vhat-lnp{Msed,orl should not have been informed anything upon the sub- 
ject. It was certaittly a bold atleifipt of Mr. Ben, ever to enter your yard at 
indi a lotehtmrat night, and much more what you mention. You may 
depend on it, he shall not pass withont punishroent for this; and I sbaQ 
d» my best to prevent him ftorU tronbling you agjun on a similar Occa- 
lioB..- tbe fcMtrw cohabits with one of the finest and best disposed girls 
OB Skoecv*) bwt it seems she- is' not enougb for him. I have often seen 
\im ctTom^ ftom diem early in the mornings, but be atways made me 
belieVB h« waff over teaming to' read ; I thmk Matthew ou^t to be 
pMiiab«d ri>^ he \aii no business to receive such people into his house ; 
with best respects X» Hrs. Smilh, 

I ntarm-yom bmk F am, dear sir, 

with many thanks. Your's, very respectfaTly 

thti1Wtvi.S^th, (Signed) Johk Stewart. 

Flaat. Le Reaouvenir. 
Aboot how many negroes have you recommended to the prisoner far 
baptism? — T dou't recoHect, it is miposeible to remember for seven or 
eight years. 

Hare you recommended few or many ? — A good many. * 

Were you ever al Bethel chapel on a Sunday ? — Yes, I have been on 



Did youever see. there a larger congregation than the chapel could 

Idd? — (have seen some outside the chapel ; I don't know whether more 

timo it cotttd hold. 
What. wag the reason the people remained outside^ I don't know. 
Did yon make any observatioa or remarks to the Prisoner conceraiee 

fte crowd that was m or about the chayel, the last time you were there ( 

— I cmi'l lecolfect the last time I was there- 
Did ysu not on one occasion tell the PrisoneE, tjiat there were at many 

Otttwae, w inside ol {he chapel ?— I may have done so, but I don't w- 

wHect N2 
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Were yoa ever present in the chapel when money bu been therein 
collected ?— . Ye«, I was. 

For what purpose did yon understand that such collection was ma^e ? 
— For the sapport of the Society to which Prisoner belongs, the Afri- 
can Society, 

"What do you mean by the African Society ? — The Missionary Society. 

Did you contribute any thing, or give your name? — I did, once or 

Did the negroes who attended the chapel appear poorer or more 
miserable than those who did not attend ?-^-l can't point out aoy parti- 
cular difference that I observed ia them ; there are very few of Success 
negroes but attended the chapel occasionally.' 

Co yon remember there esisting, previously to the revolt, a rumour 
among the negroes concerning the instructions which had been then 
lately received by the governor regarding them ? — The Prisoner mentioned 
something of that kind to me some weeks previous to the revolt. 

Did you ever hear auything of a report before the communication of 
the Prisoner to jrou? — Never, that I recollect. 

DJd you previously to the revolt, hear or know of any. acts of the 
negroes, by which they showed discontent and diasatisfoction? — I did not. 

Do you know an^ thing of the behaviour of some of the negroes on 
Le Resouvenir, about the period of which I have just spoken'? — Tes, I 
heard from the manager, that ten or twelve lefi their work. 

.Did you communicate what yon so heard from the manager, to any 
one? — Yes, I asked Mr. Smith if he had. heard it- 
Will you be pleased to state Mr. Smith's answer, and all that passed 
between you and him, when you asked him this ? — He told me. that he 
liad not heard that the negroes had left their work ; that he hoped it was 
not on account of the instructions that had come out; that several 
negroes had come to him, to inquire of him, and that Quamina was . 
amongst the first — that be had told them that their freedom bad not 
come out, but that there was something good for them. 

Do you remember the Prisoner calling upon you a short time before 
the revolt ? — Yes. 

Was he alone, or accompanied by any one t — Mr. Elliot, the Mis- 
sionary, was with him. 

Do you remember upon what day, and in what month, thia waa ? — I 
don't recollect the day, I think it must have been in August. 

Did you, on that occasion, tell the Prisoner any thing that you had heard 
the head-driver of Le Resouvenir say to the negroes? — I don't recollect. 

Did you inform any one of what the Prisoner told you concerning tbe 
inquiry of Quamina as to the instntctions that had been received from 
bome concerning the negroes? — I told Mr. Cort of it. 

.Who is Mr. Cort, and what notice did he take of it?— The attorney ■■ 
of the estate ; be went over to Mr. Smith with myself, to inquire further 
into what I told him that Mr. Smith told me. 

Did any, and what conversation, take place on this occasion ? — When 
Mr.' Cort went over, he statedto the Prisoner what I had told him, and 
asked if it, was correct; he said yes, it was. He mid several of tkem 
had asked kim if their freedom had come out ; that Quamina, of Svceea, 
vras the first icho asked kim. Mr. Cort asked him, if some of the 
negroes really had the idea thftt their freedom had come out; be said 
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yep, that sereral of them had put the. direct cjuettion to him, among the 
first, QuamiDa, of Success — Mr. Cort pressed bim to know hov the 
negroes came to learn that. He said, that they inig;ht he&r it in varioua 
ways, for instance, negroes could hear it from ttaiioTB, when they had 
come down for produce; that the sailors 'wofild introduce into, their 
songs that they were great fools to be slaves ; that ihey could also hear 
it from town, from hucksters, Mr. Cort still pressed niru .further, if he 
t(new of any other person that had told the negroes ; be declined ^ving 
a direct answer to that, as he did not wish to criminate-any one. He 
told Mr. Cort, that he had an inclination to tell the negroes frbm the 
pulpit, that the idea of freedom waa erroneous, and to. tell them what he 
believed it was — Mr. Cort told him, that it would be as well for him not 
to take any thing of that sort upon himself; that it might be exaggerated 
to bis'Own prejudice, and I think Mr. Coit said, that if he did mention 
it, it should be to the proper authority. . Mr. Cort also stated, that the 
reason why the court of policy did not do something previous to that 
was, that one of the members of the court of policy was sick, and ar^other 
out of town ; that they were then sitting, and be was sure something 
would be done very soon, regarding the instructions sent from home. 
■ Was any one present during the whole conversation between. yourself 
and the Prisoner? If yea, who waa present? — rMr. Elliot. 

You said something jiiiat now, about the head-driver having told you 
something, what-was it? — He told me that the negroes were turning out 
late, and that the maos^er had come down and ordered them to be 
panisbed with a cat; and that he did not know whether it was from 
that account that they ran away, or from their own bad bearta. 

What rank did you and Mr. Cort at that time hold in the.militia? — 
Hr. Cort, 1 believe, waa second lieutenant, and I vis serjeant. 

Bif ike Court. 

What were Qaamina and Jack on the estate ? — Quamina yna headr 
carpenter, and Jack was head-cooper. 

Were not all the negroes of Success engaged in the revolt? — I believe 
they were; I cannot say./or I was not there. 

For what period of time did the negroes on Le Resouvemr leave their 
work ? — I cannot say. 

Was the communication the Prisoner made to. you concerning Qua> 
mina, the only communication he made to you about the revolt?; — Yes, 
the only.one, but he made it twice. 

Were the negroes, Quamina and Ben and Jack, mentioned in. the letters 
read to the Court, attendants of the chapel ? — I believe they were. 

Did Quamina, Jack, Bethney, Britton, Dick, Frank, Hamilton, Jessa- 
mine, QuacD, Ralph, and Windsor,' belong to plantation Success, at the 
time of the revolt? — Yes, 

Did any of these attend the chapel ? — The whole of these except Ralph.* 

Have the whole, or any of these, except Quamina, been tried by a 
court-mardal, and proved to have been actually engaged in the rebel- 
lion?-— I have been present at the trial of Ralph and Jack, and I 
have seen Ralph, Jack, Jessamine, and Bethney and Dick, but have 
heard only of the others. 

What hecune of Quamina? — He ran away, and was shot in tite bash, 
and is now in chairis upon the front of the estate. 
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Who ware ttie noM aetire of the iiHurgepU in the rerdl on plaBta* 
Itftn Svecen *— Rictwrd wm the most deepenite ud iluBolnte ; Bethney 
*nd Jemtnkte were very actiTe, and all those mentioned, except Qduiuds 
tnd Jack, whom I did not see do siiy hann ; diey weM keying the nsi 
back, and peventlUg them doing any injury to ne. 

Was not Quami&a a rented leader in the reroll T— I hcaKi him to 
be mck, but 1 did not see htm. ' 

Waa the convenatioa between Mr. Cort awl you, aad Mr. Smith, 
after the S5tk of July T — Yes, it was. 

Did be tell yon he Vimielf had to!d Qnwnina what bad come out coa- 
cernJag the whips?— Ho, he did not ; he told me that be mM aometMag 
good bad oome oat, but i£d not say what H was. 

DM you make a specrat report to Mr. Cort of what Mr. Saaidi toM 
yiM, or did you mentioa it to ^ coarse of coavCTsotion ?~4 niMtieaeit 
K in tte eowM <rf eoaveraation. 

Joiuf HAmiTOH called and swmw. Ex uam u d by lie Prisoneb. 

What ii y««T flame, and were you anuiaeer on pIanUtk>n Le Resoo- 
venir in November and December 1819 1 — ^Jeha Hamtltonr; and I waa. 

Do yo» reifiember any caaeH of small-pox aasong the negroe* af tbat 
estate at that time1~I do, sir. 

fa this letter yonr own dietion, and are the Cuts contained is h tr*t T' 
—Yes, etr, that is my writing, I have signed it, and I wBl staad lo Jtt 
tbey ar* true. 

whMe were ffae infected negroea pkoed ?-"la the piailtanirvAlk cf 
the estate aback. 

How fkr was the place where tbey were fro» Hm diapett— About 14 
or I5fl0 roods. 

Were the negroes in a house, and if yea, what became of tbat house 1 
—The; were in a temporary house, and after the infection was considered 
cured. Dr. M "INn^, the medical attendaiit of the aatata, went sA>aldi with 
one of my overseers, and burnt that honse. 

After that house was burnt wereyoaawareofaBy otbcrof thsnagroea 
having the small-pox 7— I was not n^aelf, but Di. U'Tark, tbepradxh 
tioner of the estate, was tbe best judge of dwL 

Did you ever bear any conversation between Dr. UToik and Ifr. 
Smidi, Goneeming Dr. HTurk's sending a ctreatar tD ^e pbwtero to 
prevent their negroes eemiag to ehapell — I rsrasnafac* a eonmrsatian 
that passed in my house between Df . H'Turk and Mi. Smith, bat aot 
abtout tbe «rcrfar. 

Did Dr. M'T^Irk, by words or manner, s»eer al the Prisonert— I da 
not recollect ; a diaagreeable conversation took place betvem tbem. 

Was any eertifieate given conceramg (kit coavanauon ? — 1 otgRad a 
certificate concerning that conversation. 

Was that certificate sworn to? — No. 

Are you net uware, that at that certificate wmi not tamrm la, ym Oan- 
not be tubject to anf pefifiitp Jbr tkviatioiti from it ttow ?-^[ A;^aii> 

From tiie manner and language of the PnsoDM and Dr. Ul'ark, iop- 
ing -the conversatioD, was it uQt evident tiiat Ibey were qaanrittng^H- 
There was improper language passed on both sidta^ ', 

• LbBw of l»thDt^ibw, 181», qartsJ ia Pa. MTp^^^fMsasS 
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Did he ridicule the idea of the neoioeft basg iaatnicted ia religion ?— 
I don't recollect he did ; he .foncd fault with Mr. Smith for opening the 
cbapel before the fiscaal's order was fulfilled. 

Did Dr. M'Turk say that he never entertained bat one opinion of 
religion, ot troids to that effect? — I can't recollect tiai Dr. M'Turk 
said that. 

Have you never told anjr one that you recollected these thingal— 'Not 
latterly; I believe noL 

Were you in the habit of attending the Prisonsr'B chapel 1 — Somdimee, 

Did you ever see more people there ttian could get inside the chapel? 
— Yes, sir, often. 

Did you ever lee the negroea throw up money in the chapel 7 — Yea, sir. 

At what hour was the noon serriee commonly concludea ? — ^About two 
o'clock. 

Did you see Mr. Smith the Sunday evening be£}fe the revolt? — I did. 

Where was he when you first spoke to him that evening? — Walking 
is the jsiddle walk ; I was walking up, and he was walking down. 

What middle walk da you mean; and what do' you -mean by "up" 
ajtd " down" ? — I mefui tite middle walk of Le Resonvenir ; I was going 
to the water-eide, and he was coming from it ; Ikere wot another geittle- 
man aiong with me. 

Is the middle walk, where you saw the Prisoner, in front or back of 
the house on l£ RjeEourenir ? — In front of all the buildings. 

What time of th& evening was it when yo« met Me. Smith ? — ^About 
•is, or half-past six. 

Wax it light ot daik?— Jt was gloaming, not daHc. 

Did you address the Prisoner, or accompany him ? — His lady asked ui 
to go into the boose, and we went. 

How long did ^ou remM in the Prisoner's conqnuiy on that evening? 
-<-Aboat an hour. 

Did you see &e Prisoner on the evening of the revolt 1 — I did. 

Where did you see him 1 — In the middle walk, in froi^ of the house. 

Wliat time was this ? — About a quarter-past aiz, or half>past six. 

Did Bi^tbingparticnlarhaf^n on ibe estate thai eveniDgl — Yes,8revolt 

What dma }— That aame bme, about half-past sis is ibe evening. 

Did you call out the name of Mr. Smith at that time 1 — Yes, I cidled 
hm to my assistance. 

Did he come when yon caBed hiia ?-.-He did. 

Did yuu hear what the negroes said to him 1 — I did hear some owiver. 
sfttion betnteea h« and the negroes, five or six ; Mr. Smith peisutded 
thoB not to trouble the manager, or any wbitc person on the eetste ; they 
advised him to eo home. 

Did you hearer. Smith order them, oriiMtrucl than; or did be eiLhort 
. Jfaem.to be quiet Tt-Hc exhcoted tiiem to be quiet. 

Did yen cotuider du ,^og of Le Eesoovenir, in gtotcnl. a lel^us 
gang t — Far from it 

Were tb»y, in general, punctual in their attendance at the services in 
the chapel ^^^A fear were, but not generally speaking. 

Were you not informed, on Monday, the 18th of Augtt^ of theitdenfled 
itjeFoUl.^lKai. 

What tiiOA were ypu fi9 informed, and did you infom Ae Vmoatt of 
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what you had heard ? — I was infonnMl by Captaio Simpson, on theBiick- 
dsm, about twelvs or one o'clock ; 1 did not ioforai the Prisoner. 



SEVENTEENTH DAY, 6th NOVEMBER, 1823. 
Cfoit-examined hj/ ihe AfisiaTAHT JiTDOR'ADVOCATe, 

Did you hear the Prisoner, at the conversation which ocimrred at your 
house with Dr. M'Turk, say aoy thing about his having inBi'ence «n the 
negroes' minds T— i do not recollect any thing of the kind. 
Is this your signature? {ikewing a paper)-~It is. 
Is that the certificate alluded to yesterday 1 — It is. 

(Certificate read.) 
" We the undersigned, having been present at a conversation between 
" Captain M'Turk and the Rev. Mr. Smith, on the night of tlie 24ih nit., 
" of which the following is the purport, and to which we are ready to 
" make oath; — That Mr. Smith protested against the conduct of Capt. 
" M'Turk, in endavouring to prevent the negroes of the neighhourb^ 
" estates from attending the chapel of plantation Le Resouvenir: that 
" Capt. M'Turk had no authority for so doing, and insisted that he bad 
" such documents from the fiscEial in bis poseession, as authorised htm 
" to preach to whom he pleased, and without restraint. 

" When Captain H'Turk stated to Mr. Smith, that if he had- such' 
" documents from the fiscaal to the effect he asserted, to produce them, 
*' 01 otherwise he would hold him responsible for any measures be might 
" adopt, for carrying the fiscaal's orders into effect; that he was not 
" aware of any communication to him (Mr. Smith) than what he (Capt. 
" M'Turk) had forwarded : and as he had received nose, and had beea 
" commanded to see the restriction laid on the chapel of Le Resouvenir 
" duly complied with, be found it his duty to prevent that restriction 
" from being infringed on ; and as he had informed the fiscaal of his 
" proceedings ou the above estate, he could not allow him to convoke 
" the negroes of the neighbourhood, until he had heard from the fiscaal; 
" particalarly as two cases of small-pox had occurred on the estate, and 
" had gene through that disease in the negro bMisei. Mr. Smith 
*' allowed that he had no communication from tbe fuoaal, than that 
" which Capt. M'Turk bad forwarded him ; but said be bad infltieace 
" over the negroes' minds, which influence was. great, and he would use 
" that influeace to bring tbe negroes of the neighbourhood to the chapet 
" the two following days (the Christmas holidays) and preach to them 
« in defiance-Af alipower or authority he (Captain M'Turk) possesaed. 

" Capt. M'Turk then observed, ihat he should take good care bo dJd 
" not, and cautioned him against such conduct, and said he would regret 
" if he was driven to alternative means to prevent him ; but he, (Mr. 
" SnHtb) continued firm in bis determination, when Capt. M'Turk left 
" him, saying, he was also determined to repel such' meetings." 

(Signed) , 'James Donald. 

Le Resouvenir, Johh Hahiltok. > 

I9th January, 1820. 

When did you return to Le Hesouvenir after receiving the cMnmunica- 
.tipB from C^t. Simpson 1-^Abdut three or four o'clock in the aflernooa. 
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Wliat were' the words he, Capt. Simpion, nid to vou oa tKat ooct' 
sioQ? — He asked me if I was going home 1 I laid I had just come to 
towa, and had some business to do previous to going out of town ; I had 
also piomiaed a gentleman, a friend of mine, to dine in town ; he advised 
me to go borne, that something was likely to occur on the coast that 
evening. , , . 

A Was that all that passed betweeo you ? — Yes, to the best of my recol- 
lection. 

When yon called to the Prisoner that eveniQe, had he been walking- 
out for any length of Ume? — 1 do not know bow long Mr. Smith was out 
walking: when I first saw Mr. Smith be was coming towards the buQd- 
ings, ffom the water-side. 

in goin^ fiom his home to the water-side must he not pass near your 
house? — No, sir. 

At what distance is the residence of the Prisoner-from your hontel— 
About too paces. 

At the time you called to him were not the negroes round yonrhousel 
— ^They were, and in the house. 

Can you then take upon yourself to say positively that it was half-past 
six } — 1 cannot pretend to say, but it was in the gloaming. 

By the CotBT. 

What distance.was Mr. ^mlth from his bouse when you met him on 
Sunday evening t — I suppose from 100 to 150 roods. 

What distance is it from Mr. Smith's bouse to Success buildings ?— ^ 
About six or 700 roods, near two ntiles. 

Do you know if Qnamina, of Success, was concerned in the revolt 
which took place on or about the 18th of August last, and when didyoii ' 
gain the. information that he was BO engaged in the revolt? — I did not 
know of it until 1 was informed of it on my way home, at three o'clock) 
by Mr. Mackay, the manager of plantation Montrose, who informed me 
Uftt he bad seen a letter from Quamma to Mr. Simpson's hoy Joe. 

Did you receive an answer to your letter of the I9th December,' 1819, 
addressed to Dr. M'Turk, relative to the small-pox on Le Resouyenir 
estate; if 8b,'did that reply acknowledge your opinion as to the smalU 
pox being correct 1— I don't recollect ; there were two letters past ; Dr. 
itTurk u the bett judge. 

Did yon ever mention to the Prisoner what Mr. Mackay told yon 
reapEcting Quamina? — I n^ver did. 

lilBITTBNiJiT COLONKL LgAHET, Called Oxd tWOTH. 

What IS yoin name and profession 1 — lieutenant Colonel L«ahe7, 
commander (^ die twenty-first fusileers. 

Do yoa lember the revolt of the negroes, which bivke 6utonth£ east 
coast of this colony, in August last?— Yes. 

Had yon any duty to discharge on that dccasioh?— I was sebt up the 
east coast, on the evening of the 19tb, in consequence of the revolt of 
the negroes. 

■ Did you come np with ihem^ or meet any of the revolted negroes 1 — 
I^cameiip.with them M Bachdor's Adventure, we met there rather ; they 
weis pomiBg down. 

'■ ■ n.g,t,7™byGOOgIC 



'' Had yon any, antt what cOQversation, with the revolted negrbn? — \ 
^ad, on the moTning of the 20th, at Bachelor's Adventure ; they aBsetn- 
iiled out^de on the lOad, in rery great nnmben on the bridge ; they were 
tumed with cutlasses, moKkets, blunderbnsaes, and pistc^s ; the soldiers 
uiJder my command stood at their arms, and I went out to the bridge 
t9 talk to those people, to persuade them to return to their work, and 
lay down their Bimal t was conducted to the party assembled on the 
night by some man, who promised nothing should occur to me ; after 
conversing with that party, they accompanied me to the party assem- 
bled this side Bachelor s Adventure. Tie negroes spoke difierently as 
to what they wanted ; some wanted three days and the Sunday to go to 
church ; some wanted two days, and the Sunday to go to church ; 
•ome said they wanted their ireedom; and some wanted to tie me 
up, I explained _ to them that . I would use. my endeavours witb 
General Murray, to get them part of Saturday, ana to go to church ; 
t)ut that first they should lay down their arms. Further, Bome of them 
Said, that when they did ask leave to go to church on a Sunday, they 
^t punished for it; got cotton to gin,. and the middle paths to clear the 
grass away. That when they complained of it, they were told by Dr. 
M'Turk, that it was the governor's order; when to Mr. Spencer, that it 
was the fiscaal's order. I told thev, of coiirse, that they could not come 
into town, in consequence of martial-law ; but thati would teli thcg^ncral 
^f it, and hoped they would lay down their arms ; Jack and Telemachus, 
and Seaton, and Tom Gibson, promised to communicate to them what 
Iiad been said, and I went np to my troops again. In ha1f-an-honr afler- 
jrards, seeing that they were not inclined to lay down their arms, I went 
out Kgain, and requested some of them to tell Tet emachus and Tom Gibson, 
and some of those who were about me, to come ; I wanted to know the 
reason why they did not lay down their arms, hut the people who dien 
tame out to me, said they wanted to be free ; in consequence of which, I 
.marched out the troops for the purpose of dispersing them. 
, Did you not make some memorandum or other of what the people 
told you 7 — I have, as near as I can recollect, made a memorandum ; but 
liave told, as near as I can, thef substance to the Conrt; I have since 
destroyed it a? usdess. 

' Was their no Other grievance stated by the negroes, except those yoa 
have already stated ?-r-None that my^einory cikn recollect. 

Did you shew the memorandam to anv one, before you tore it np ? — 
yes,ldid. ■ ' ' ■> 

To whom? — To my^ brother, officers 
. Who were those officers, or if you do not remember, w^at companies 
"were tUe^l — Captain Stewart, Capt£un Appeltus, Mr. Peddie, lifr. Am- 
^truther, and Captain Croal; Mr. Richaio Reed saw it. 

Did ibe negroes on that occasion, at Bachelor's Adventure, say any 
^jhiujg^ about the Prisoner? — I don't recollect hearing the Prisoner's name 
mentioned nntll I cfime to town: 

\ By the Court. 

^ TJid the 'majority of' the negroes, in the firSt ^stance, say they wtoted 
to be free T — At first they said their freedom and three days ; but aft^- 
wards all of them said their freedom; and aU of them dwelt connder- 
ably upon their going to chapel on a Sunday. 
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LuuteiuMt-cotoiul Johm O. Rbed taUed «acl »w0m. Ex^ 
amiued bjf the Pamombi. 

What is your name, callitig is life, and place of residence ?t—J(^ 
lt«ed, planter, Teuding on the East C<nuit. 
Is diisyourhBnd'writitigt — (documsnt prodiagdj Ilia. 
(Read.)- 
Sir, Doc^fom. S^tembsr 9&, 1832. 

Havine giTCB matnra coasideration to the subject 6f 
yotir request, that I woula diBpoK of b> piece of land in front of planta- 
tion Lowlands, for the puipose of erecting a diapel, for the accommoda- 
tion of the nefToes in uiis neighbourhood, I am induced to oSei the same 
as a gift, and to aid the building of a chap^ by my subscription, and any 
other assistance in my power on ihe following condiUoQi. i 

let. That such chapk, or place of meeting, thaQ be erected with the 
consent and approbation of Jiis excellency the governor. 

2d, That you bind yourself, under penalty of forfeitive and lesioral of 
the building, not to perform divine serrice on any evening of the week, 
nor on an^ other days exc^t ijuqdays and holidays. 

3d, That the second condition shall be sa^sfied by the direetiona of 
the I^ndon Missionary Society, to whom you refer ota fiubj«:ts connected 
with your mission. - - ' ; 

I'beg to say distiaetly', that, by iiisisting as I do veremplorily on the 
inlfilEoent of the second condition, I by no means wisn to check a proper 
sense of religion among owne^ioes; but tiietl do to from thecanvit)- 
tioB, that meednga in the evenings of week days will have a bad effect, 
by taking the well-disposed negroes from their homes, and furnighing 
thos^ of a dfiereut character with & pretext for being absent likewise. 
I think, too, that the Sabbath, vhich is set apart by our holy ordinance, 
is sufficient for the purpose of public worship, particularly in a commii- 
uity constituted as this is. 

I am, with rasped, 
Sir. 
Mr. Smith, Your obedient servaiitf 

I^ Resouvenir. (Signed) Johk. O. Rieb, 

Did you send the paper or letter just read, or delirerit tQ the Prir 
Boner? — t delivered it to the Prisoner, to tiie best of my recollection. 

Where were you wh«i you so delivered it^I — / wtU crave Ae fmftrf- 
gence of the Cvmrtfor ten minutes, viUlst I reply explicitltf totke Priaoner'i 
question. 

I was on my sick bed at Dochfonr, The Prisoner intruded himself 
at my domestic board— even at my lick bed-side; asked and obtained 
permission to erect a place of worship ou the lUsinterested,- though legil 
condition contained in that letter. 

H^re the witness added " In a few days aflerwardt, he deUberateiy, 
" and secretly writes down a full accusation dgainst me ; an accusatiin 
" which stands recorded on the minvtes of this Court, and sikich J hate 
" deemed it necessary to falsify by tke written testimony (^ the negro 
" Jockey; which testimony' 1 noto hold in my hand." The mtness 
was prevented bj the Court from reading Jackey's writteii testinMHij j 

. , , Cockle 
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tba wUmm thm uid " I hwet w othgr rtamu tka» wAat lUattd t» lit 
'• Utter."* 

How many time) was the Prisoner ever mX. youi houM T — I think three 
or four Unoes. 

Do yoa remember at what tinte of the day, and on what occauon, did 
the Prieoaer go first to your house?— It was early in the morning, for 
the purpoie of obtiuniag leave to erect a place of worship. 

Where did you on that morning meet the Prisoner, and did yoa innta 
bim to stay breakfast, or did he remain without tarilatioaf — I met him 
on the road leading to the estate, and 1 asked him to remain breakfoat, 
IbeUeve. 

Did you present him with the deed of gift, on that occasion ? — [ did, noL 

Did you promise him to consider of it, and let him know if he came 
again ? — I did. 

What reasons did the Prisoner nssi^, for wishing to obtain the piece 
of land, for the erection of a chapel 1 — For the purpose of benefitting the 
oe^oes in' that neighbourhood, by bis fwesence amongst them. 

Did not the Prisoner also say, that it was to save the nagroM wall^- 
ineso far, which was asubjectofcomplaint among some of the planteraf 
•—He said so. 

Did any, and what couTersatioB, pass between yoa touching or concAiw 
jng the probability of his excellency s leave l>eiDg obtaioedl — Hy recdleo- 
tion does not serve me wiUt Uie'converslitioiili^ bassed on diatoGcsnoa. 

Did you gire.it as your opinion, that his exceueofsy Tould not gtmnt 
the lear* d^ired 1 — 1 do not recollect (liat I did, 

^y the CouKT. 
Had you any cause to withdraw your permission at Dochfovr ; tf so, 
. state iti — Uy permission depended upMi his excellency's ai^woval, and 
bis excelleacy was pleased to disapprore of it, in consequence - of com- 
plaints made t^^ainst the Prisoner. 

What do you mean, when you say die Prisoner intruded himself? — 
I was unacquainted wiUi the Prisoner before, and on one occasion ba 
brought Mrs. Smith with him; perhaps I should sot hare (]^'>f^ **■ ^Q 
intrusion, but from his subsequent conduct. 

(Upon the request of th* Pritpner,) 
Did the Prisoner £0 into your sick bed-room without being asked 1 — 
. iNo, he did not. 

Set. -W. S. Adstiv, called, steorx, and examined by tha 

PRrSONEB. 

What is your name, profession, and where do you reside ? — My name 
U Wiltshire Stanton Austin; I am a minister of the established church, 
«nd 1 reside in Georaje Town. 

Where do ^ ou officiate l^At St. George> Church, th« only place of 
worship in this. colony, devoted to the church of England; I am also 
. cha[dain of the mnison. 

Of what kind of persons does your congregation consist ? — In the 
moming service, of respectable white inhabitants, respectable coloured 

^ 3^ Cowt oidwed all be word* printMl is UsScs to be itrack ant of to pKWMdinci^ 
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inhftbttent*, md a very few lUvei. In tht afternooii lemce,. it is com- 
posed of a few while people, a greater number of coloured, and a consi- 
derable nnmber of slaves ; an average of about 300 slaves, principally 
composed of domestics. 

In wbat manner do you read the scriptures to them, (i. e.) do you 
select chapters, or read the chapters consecutively? — In the moiniDg 
services, I read the chapters appointed by the church of England ; in the 
afternoon service, I have followed the example of my predecessor, in 
reading the Bible legularly through. I must observe, however, that I 
; have occasionally omitted some chapters ; and after reading them, I read 
a translation of Osterwald's explanation ; a book sanctioned by the 
Society for Promoting ChriBtiah Knowledge. 

Is public teaching suf&cient for the instruction of the uneducated 
slaves! — Certablvnot, (i. e.)ia m^ opinion; I consider it almost the 
least of a minister t duty, at least with respect to that part of the popn- 
Jalion. 

Save yoH evtr had present! o/atty kind made yov, by any part of your 
£{mgTegatwii?—(Rgected.) 

Can any minister of tlie gospel properly discha^e his sacred dutlea, 
. irithont uving some other mtercourse with his conpegatiDn, besides 
pabUc teaching t — I have already answered that quesuon. 

Will you be pleased to state, what other intercourse you consider ne- 
.x oa sary.— 1 consider that famiUar intercourse must exist between a 
aUMStet and hit parishioners, particularly the more ignorant part of 
them, as wonld enable him to enter into their feelings, so as to explain, 
in a more familiar manner than he could in a public discourse, any ob< 
aervatioas which may there escape him. It would be impossible, fbr 
iastaoce, to apply a moral lecture to the case of ever individual dtere 
assembled. It would be improper, on many accounts ; an individual 
[svith iHunn you might convene privately, would feel insulted by being 
publicly reprimanded : were a minister to deny access to those bumble 

rts of Us congregation, whose ignorance require them to be instructed, 
would most effectually, except under a mirade, thwart the object of 
his public discourses. The S[Hntaal wants and feelings of the humbler 
parts of my congregation, can only be ascertained by personal applica- 
4ioa and interconrse, and I deem that one of the most important of my 
nunislcrial duties. 

Ha<re you ever been applied to, to settle any disputes between persons 
-of yotw congregation? — Frequently, between mother and daughter, and 
Earner and son, and in some instanees between masters and slaves. 

Have ifou ever liad any Bibles sent out to you, by the Bible Society 1 — > 
None. 

' ' Do you know whether Hr. Straghan, your predecessor, had any Bibles 
aent out to him by that society ? — I don't know, but it wilt be necessary 
to call my sexton. 

Wm you have the goodness to look at the 41st and 42d verses of the 
19tfa chapter of Luke, and say whether yon consider that an improper 
text for a sermon? — I consider it one of the most beautiful texts of 
flcrivtuie. 

Have yon ever taken these two verses, and preached inm them as a 
text? — I am sorry to say I have noL 

Js it not a text rery oKcn preached from ?— I bdieve lo. - The pauagei 
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are ve^tf ojlen introdwxd im temumt, and I belkve I hatK introduced thoft 
myself. 

Do you remember the reTolt which occurried in August bit i— Ye*. 

Did you go up the cout on Ibal occasion ? — I did. 

Did you tee any of the revolted nenoes ? if yea, did they say any thi^g 
parlicujar ? — I saw maDy of the revolted ^Kgroea with Lieuteuaot Feddie 
and his party. I met two or Ibree on Monday alghU On Wednesday 
morning, about six o'clock, I disembarked from a schooner cm the coast ' 
opposite, or nearly opposite, plantation Lowlands. I wu on my way tu 
Hanlington, and met with a great number of the insurgents on the road. 
They were indaced to come to mefprincipally from their ascertaining 
who I was. 1 reasoned with one or two of the more intelligent, and said 
I was thoc)[ed at what had occurred, and had come up. with a view of 
saving the lives of my fellow-creatures, I was anxious to learn the caus^ 
-of such extraordinary conduct, and was particular and minute in tny^ 
enquiries. I had received an impression that the prisoner, Mr, Smith, 
was highly instrumental in the iniurrection, and proceeded to enquiriei. 
A variety of reasons were given, which I do not consider necessary to 
recapitulate, further than . they apply to the Prisoner. I must add, th^t 
in no one instance among my numerous inquiries did it appear, or was it 
stated, that Mr. Smith had been in any degree instrumental to the insuS 
rectiop, A hardship of being restricted from attendance on his cbapd, 
was, however, very generally the burthen of complaint. 

Will you be pleased to state the other reason*, ai you havto said that tbe 
restriction upon attending Mr. Smith's chapel was one ?— "Die enqOii^ 
was either made in my presence, or by me, of one of the lAsurgetit 
party. It was in answer-to some observation, that bloodshed had not 
marked the progress of the insurrection ; the oMVier to that was, " It is 
" contrary to tbe religion we profess; we cannot give life, and Uiereibre 
*' we win not lake it." 

Do you remember any negroes, previous to tbe revolt, cDAing to- you 
from the east coast ? — ^Yes ; 1 do. 

What was the object of their coming to you f — To make a complaint, 
as they termed it, of tbe ill-breatment they had received from an indi- 
vidual, whom I presunle-it will not be necessary to mention. 

Will you state tbe nature of those complaiots, and how many n^ross 
(here were ?— -The nature. of thair ctHnplaiot was put in the abape of aa 
appeal lo me as a minister, whether it was not a very great hardship that 
tbcir religious duties should be interfered with ; whether they ought to 
fas .pnvented . attend in g Mr, Smith's chapel ; whether their evening mectr 
ings on their estates for religious purposes were improper;- whether their 
reuling of tbe Bible was improper ; an instance' having been quoted by 
one of them of bis Bible having been taken from him. I first enquir^ 
vby they bad not gone to the governor or fitcaat with their compUint ; 
tlicy stated lotne f^ase yhtch h^ occurred, I think n abort time before, of 
Boobe complaiuts having )xen made, and not attended to. In hopes 9f 
settling it in a jquiet and iunicalile manner, I waited aa Mr. Harper, and 
slated all that had beep said [o me, requetling him to take it in his hand 
%nd ariiange it ; giving as my reason the probable indelicacy there migl^t 
be in my interference between master and slave, that master being ^ 
^tfj^tiger to me. Mr. Harper declined doing so, gifing me very satisfac- 
tory reasons. Their compluiits were uttered in a very extraordinaiy 
style and trniej and after sot^ consideration/ I tbougitt it.necessar^'to' 
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report the^circuiiistanre'to lliegoverrinr; the number of n^ron wag i;on- 
Biderable; 1 did not reckon them; the number waa about twenty/ kneb 
%nd women. ■ , ■ 

bid you ever fee any of tho^e negroes aflerwarcb ?— Not one of that 
party, except an ibe Thuraclay or Friday of the insufrection, when I saw 
two or the men on their own estate. • 

Did they, state whether they bad made tbeir complaints to tfae Pri- 
soner f — I remember asking' them the question, and whether he had sent 
tbem to me. 1 cannot charge my memory ; but I bettere in neither case 
did they admit that they bad referred their complaints to him, or that he 
had sent them to me. I believe I recommended them to speak to the 
prisoner on the subject, tbtnking that as they were members of his coh- 

fregation, be might hare more influence in regulating their conduct than 
could. 

Did their complaints, and the manner of these n^roes, give riK to any 
suspicion that any thing might ensue } — I must say I did feel serious ap- 
prehensions from that, combined with other circumstances, and commu* 
nicated thern totbe goTemor. 

What were those other circumstances ?-~A variety of little cirennw 
bt^nces between the nef^be* and their masters ; several reported diflbr- 
ences between Mr. Smith and the manager, and the burgber-ceptaiBs. 
Several instances of the exercise of undue authority by the masters over 
their negroes, and particuUiiy that of punishing them for attending 
'Divina worship ; these, I must observe, were reports to me, not circum* 
sUncea for the truUi or validity of which I can vouch ; one particular 
circumstance occurs to my recollection. — Slopped by the Court. 

Is it cuatomary to administer the Sacrament with the doors open or 
ahut i — I^ey were always closed, to exclude tlioee that are not commu* 
nicants, lod to prevent intrusion. 



EIGHTEENTH DAT, 6th NOVEMBER, 1633.: 

Cr6t$-esta'>*i«^d l>y th* Jddge^A^vocate. . 

Yon say that the negroes com{dained to you that their religious duties 
were interfered with ; . was such a complaint ever made to you by any 
negro of your congregation ?— Never j the complaints I mentioned Wtn 
"in reference to Mr, Smith's chapel. 

When was it that the negroes, you alluded to came to make the com- 
plaint you stated in your evidence } — The date I cannot specify.' It was 
.about a'fortnight previous to the governor's proclamation respecting the 
attendance at the chapd, accompanied by an extract from Lord Liver- 
jpool's dispatch. 

Do you refer to their language, when you say their complaints Were 
lUttered in an extraordinary, style ? — I do ; their language and mannef. 
'One of their expressions used was, there was an attempt made to set 
"(iowii their religion, and that they would sooner die than give it up. 

Did you see two negroes, Sandy and Telemachus, apparently engaged 
as leaders in this revolt ? — I did see Sandy and Telemachus, and I think, 
from some expressions which escaped ihem, and fhftn their manners, that 
they werp posscfsiog coaiiderable influence, or actual leaden., Intelli- 
gence I tiave, since their convictions, received, convinces me that 
they were 
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'Did not Sandy ipeak to you concerning the reitrunt upon tl)e Pri- 
•oncr'i chapel, ntd itate that thii cauM had been remoTcd ? — He did tay 
wordi to that e^ct. 

Was Sandy the man who uid, in your pretence, that tbey would not 
take life ?— Mndy may hare Mid that, but I beard the very expreuions 
from Kveral. I rather thinlc Telemachui it the man upon whom I can 
char^ it moat positiTcly, 

Have you erer convened with any of the n^roea during ihe revolt up 
to the preaent time } — Yea ; I have. 

Did any of these negroe* ever iniinuate that their miifortunea were' 
oocaaioned by the Priaooer'a infiuence oo them, or the doctrinea be taught 
them f — I ban been litting.ibr tome time a> a member of the committee 
of inquiry ; the idea occun to me, thatcircumitances have been detailed 
there againtt the Pritoner ; but nerer to myielf individually, in my minia- 
terial capacity. 

By tie CovKT, 

Can you take upon younelf to iwear that yon do not recollect any ior 
linuationi of that aort at the board of eridence i 

[The wttness here objected to the qtiestion, becamte he did not conceive 
himself at Uberty to divulge what had patted before the board ofenqmry, 
but partiaUarly to the form or wording; 0/ the guetlion, which he cour' 
lidered highly Mtfttnow to him. The pretidext intitied ttpon the toitneta ' 
tttuvering the oues/iow, (Aiervmg, that the Court vtas the beit judge qf 
the propriety of the qvettion. The Kitnett then retpectJvUy requested the 
opinion of the Chart ; upon which the Court wat cleared. Upon re-ntter* 
ing, the Aitittant Judge-Advocate said, " The Court it of opinion that you 
" are bound to answer questions put by the Court, even though they relate 
" to mattert stated btfore the board of evidence." The foihumg question 
was then substituted for the objectionable one.) 

Did you bear before the board of evidence. 
cauie of the Revolt to the priabner i — Yea ; I have. 

John DavIU called and ttnon.' Examintd By tke 
PnisoRBa. 

VHut ia your name, where do you reaide, and what ia your proreation f 
— My name ii John Daviei, I reside in George Town, and I am a Pro* 
tettant mistionary.- 

li it cnatomary for the raembera of the miicionary congregations to 
pray extempore at the prayer-meetings held in the chapel } — Yea. - 

Did you erer find it necessary, a* a minister, to convene with any of 
the individuals of yonr congregation 7—1 have. 

Of what class or classes of pepons does your congrq;Aloa cotisut?— " 
Of free people and of alavea, . /« 

Xk) you onen cooverse with' the ala?e part of your COngT^ation, and 
for what purpiose P — I frequently do,' and for the purpose <,f more ftmi« 
liarly instructing them in the d<Kdrine8 and precepts of Christianity ; anfl 
also to attend to sacb little di^rences ai arise among the metnbera of the 
church; and further, when tbey come to me respecting marriage* an! 
diKrences whieh sometimes arise between inan and wife. 

ZMd you ever preach on Luke, cb. xiz. v. 41, 43 P— I cannot recollect 
it; I may have preached from it, but I cannot recollect it; 
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U it a teA fitquently made uM of Cor a lernion? — Very freiju^lly. 
Some of the moit fainoui Mrmons have been preached oft thew texli. 

What do you meaii by famous i — Beit known ; molt exicMirely 
known. 
' i)p jriMi mtanfamoHt lo he received in a good er had ietue^~'~Jtgected, 

b it cuttoinary for miMionarie* to collect moaey of their coogr^nr 
lions, to defray tbe expenses of lightinsr the cb'apel, and to purchase 
bread and wine for the Lord'* Supper? — Ye«. 

Are you aware that any of' the miuionary congreg^ioni in thit ooon|ry 
were in the bahit of contributinfc mMiey to the MinioDary Society )-7~ 
Ye« ; I know my own does, and I believe that oE my brother. 

Wa« that with the approbation of tbe Miuionary Society at home ? — 

Did you ever receive any Bibles anij Testaments from the firitish and 
Foreign Bible Society ? — Ye» ; many. 

Are you acquainted with the hand-writing of their secretary, and' are 
Ihese three letters from that society ? — I have received letters from that 
society, from two 1 have not received letters, from tbe third I have, it was 
signed Tarn.* 

, Whut are the instructions of the-Blble Society to you concerning; the 
disposal ol tbe Bibles sent out to you ? — Similar to tbof« in the letlen 
just read. 

At what rate used you to sell ibem where the applicaiifs appeared abl^ 
to pay the full price? — Generally about a guilder for a shilling, very 
seldom at that rate, even when tbe parlies have been able to buy themj 
for instance. Bibles that cost, including packages, coats, and charges m. 
ot 18«. for 15 guilders ; exchaiige at 14«. to 14s. lOd., others at a lower 
price (ban that. 

Do you know James Mercer, missionary, now of Trinidad ? — Yes. 

Did you and he ever make any attempt to obtain land for bitn to erect 
« place of worship' on ; when was such attempt made ?— We did ; an^ t 
conceive, but I am not perfectly certain, that it was in 1880. 

Will you detail the steps taken by you and Mr. Mercer to nrtxrtnplisfa 
that otgect, and the ultimate fate of such step ? 

CBy the Wilneu to the CoiiTl.) 

" Am I obliged to answer that question i" r 

» Ordered to anmer. ] 

I know of nothinic of the ultimate siiccesi. I was in Europe at the ■ 
time ; as far as I had any thing to do with it, it fiuled. 
' Do you ever remember the Prisoner and younetf callin^r npoh Mr. 
Con, lo request his signature to a note of Mr. Van Cooten I-^Yes. 

Did any, and what conversation, pass on that occasion f-^Tliere was a 
conver»aiton,^but it is so long since that I cannot recollect.' 

Waa any thing said about evening meeting in the chapel Of Le Re- 
MHtvenir once «-week ? — Yeaj' Mr. Cort objected to them: Mr. Smith 
replied, he would give them up, if the gentlemen on the ca«t wottld 
allow the negroes some other time for Mtending tbe ministry. 

Did tbe Prisoner say that he would give up the evening meeting* on Le 

R«souvenir if Mn Cort would allow bkn to preach once a-week upon any 

• Tbres letters i«adkci^-OM ligiwd Miller i uoAtf, IhwneWfi tlM lfciR[, Tarii; 
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^ iIm faur cMftlM: «i «Uth. Mr. CotI wu ottonicy ?— lb the b«t otmj 
TMoUictuni be ^. 



mheA 

Did Mb. Coci caniwrt to thii ? — The impreiBkn] on vij mind n, kc. 
did ntri- 

V«« yoii snr ^eMot wbio hkhm^ has be«i ooU«oIed from the 
' WTfwin at fi«(h«l ciMpel '—J believe 1 havo. 

Do jon itmttohtt any whitei contribatin^ in the chapel ? and if yea, 
who irtn d^er?— I beliere thflrt were whites [»«sent, bnt I do not le- 
vember who die; were i I beltere Mr. Van Cooten was diere, but do not 
mnfflbCT posithrdy. 

NINETEENTH DAY, 7th NOVEMBER, 1828. 
Bristol catted and nconi. Elxavmad bv the PsiBORBm. 

Wltat is yonr name, and to what estate do you belong ? — Bristol, be- 
Ibn^og to Chateau Mai^. 

Were you regular in yoni attendance at the services in Bethel chapel? 
-r-Yea, sir, I was. 

Bb yon know Jack of Success, and, if yea, was he a regular attendant 
It the chapel ? — I do know Jack, but he did not attend regularly. 

How often was Jack at the morning service ? — I have seen him there 
▼enr ^tdom. 

Did he attend service on Thursday evenings? — Sometimes, bnt very 
fal^o;n. 

X>o yon know Paris, boat-captain, and, if so, what sort of an 

attendant at the chapel was he 1 — ^Yes, he very seldom attends the chap^L 

Was Pads baptized, or. was he. a christian? — ^That I don't know. 

Dq you know Befibny or Betheny-Oick, and Frank, Windsor and 

(^oacoi Ralph, Jessamine, Richard, and Hamilton, belonging to plantar 

" VBfi Success; wpre.any of them christians? — I know them. aU etDopC 

Qwica; and none of them are christians. 

Did these people, and any of them, attend &e chtqiel?— ^Jl of tboK 
•ometimefl, but not often. 

Did you ever know anv of the people that attended the chapel, to be^ 
wine of the Prisoner or his wifi; for their sick friends ? and if so, was it 
given } — I have known them, to do so, and it was given. 

Did you at any time; hear the Prisoner st^, " If your master has any 
work for you to do on a Sunday, it U your duty to tell him Sunday m 
jjjbd'sdayf"— IJe.tol4 u> if our master gave us any work to do on a. 
Siinclay, wBJnuMt dq it;,Iie never told ns notto do it; he did notteU 

What sort of conduct was it fps which the Prisoner prevented n 



dpuviqa the aacmaent ? — S(»netimes they went to do their own work 
WbSniiAiy, Aod lOBe again weiU.and did, things which were sinful, sacb 

Did the Priu»sr. ever punish the n^roes who weie membeia.irf.his 
awfrcgatien,'ft)eiuinuDg.away frooa ^ir mastera ?-T-Yea, sir, if they 
iMfpnanil to ba memhsn of the. church, they would not be allowe<l< to 
come to. the table any more. 

Irten Iffr. Smiih said, that \f^ the negroet ran away, they muit not ht 
thtir nuuteri catch them, v>hat did tte mcox thereby t — Steeled. 

. \ , Cookie 
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Did the Prteonar evfer ^v« ^••, or Uia Mople, ^nif «dMC6 coDMrd ng 
yorii «peti«Kiig-ttioii«5«t'fni»i«ls?— He wnAttf -maj ba^ died, wto ■»•! 
not buy hogs and fowls, but rather to uM oat iboacy aadbay mvarnwC. 

Dm) tke Prnoner ever^ay any thing to ytni about getting divsk at 
fnnerali ? — Yet, he said we must not buy M wmA nua tsd oAo- liqiNf ■ 
to Tsake the people drunk, when they cone to fiiMnla. 

Do you remember the small-poz being in Le ReioureBtT 1 — Yfe>. 

What day waa it that you flrft heard of its banp 4here ? — I tannot 
recollect h noir. 

Was it on-a Snnday ? — I can't tell if it was on a Simday. 

Do yon tver nRoember being turned aw«y from the dirapel. «iid not 
beiag allowed to rem^n the service?— Yes, sir, ou. accouiit^<« fl»e sanall- 
pox; Hr. Snidi told us, that the doctor said the >mB31>p6x was thkre, 
on Le ResouTenir, and we must iMt conw. 

Crost-examined by the AasisTAKT JuDdB-ADVooATE. 

_ Did you ever see the prisoner give wine ta iht negroes fbi tbelr lick 
friends ? — Yes, I have. 

Mow often ?— I can't (ell how often. 

To whom did you ever see him give it?r— ToanoM nkn called A[fn, 
living at Van Cooten's ; he gav« some to Ami when he was sick ; he 
Irves «t Van Cooten's ; I saw it given to others, bnt can't veOollect ffaear 

Where vrere yon -wbea you saw this wine given ? — I -was k tite cfa^el. 

W«8 it irfter die ordiaaoccT — Yes. 

Did you ever see any negro punished by the Pnaone*, S^ tvawn^ 
away from his master? — Yes. 

Who? — York, of Success ; some from Hahaica-side, some thristsMia, 
but I cannot recollect their names. 

How lon^ ago was this ? — Almost a year now. 

By the Court. 

' How were dtey punished by the Prisoner ? — York wu a mettbcr, taii 
be would not allow him to come to the ordinance any more, btfeanse 1» 
ran away. 

How were the christians punished ? — If they ran away, diey nsust MK 
come to the chapel. 

In wlwt manner were the hogs and fowls disposed of at Aioeralt? — 
They killed them to eat. 

Richard Elliot called and ttcorn. Examined by the PAisohgr. 

What is your name, place of abode, and calling in life ? — Riohatd 
Elliot, kbenezer chapei on ^e West coast of Demeran river ;■! am a 
minister of the chapel, mud a missionary. 

X>f what class of persons is your congregation composed ? — I hare 
two congre^tionS] one in town , consisting of slaves and coloured people 
M)d white peopie; the other in the country, consisting [^incipally of slaves. 

In what OTder do you read and expound the SeiiptiiTes to your eea^re- 
gation? — Down the coast, I read tbe Scriptures in rotation in the monir 
ing and expound the chapters, that is, teas in the Old Testanunt; I ibm 
read a chapter in the Neir Testament, not in iQta^tion, but gsnarally ihe 
chapter from which I take my text. 
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What sort of commiuicstioii do y«ii find it nec«iMiy to bpld with 
individttali of yoor congregation ? — I find it necOHary to convene vitb 
tkcin frequently and freely about tcl^n. 

.Were - yon erer at Betbel chapet wfaen money hai been collected for 
the HiHionar^ Society ? — Yes, 1 bave. 

Did tuy white penon contribute on those occasions ? — Yes, there were 
srane-wbite penons who contiibuted. 

' Did you ever hejtr any of the {ilantera of the East coast speak of the 
behaviour of those of th«r negroes that attended the PrisoDer's diapel ?-^ 
I have heard several spealdog of the negroes who attended the chapel, 
'^nendly' saying ttiat they behaved bettipr, and soDie spoke very bi^ly 
of them indeed. 

Do you remember the lut time yon visited tt\e Prisoner at Le Resou- 
venir ? — Yes, on the 5th August was the last time. 

How many days did your visit last ? — I left him on the 7th, was with 
him oil the 5tl), 'eth/and 7tb. 

~' Did you dnd the Priaoner go any where together during your visit* — 
On the morning of the 7th, previously to my leaving Le Regouyenjr, Mr. 
Smith and I went to Success — I likewise went up &e coast o^ the 6th, 
*nd calleS at Mr, Hopkinson's. - 

' ' Did you ieeHr. Hopkinion, and if yea, did any and wbat.conversaf 
tioB take place, relative to the behaviour of die reli^ous negroes belonging 
to him? — Yes, I saw him ; Mr. Hopkinsoo was speaking of the reltgiou; 
. negroes, and told Mr. Smith, that some of the negroes attended his 
chapel. Mr. Smith said, he believed not, or, if they did, he did not 
'Jinow their names. Mr. Hopkinson mentioned some of the names of 
those that attended the chapel. Mr. Smith enquired how those thaf 
-attended behaved, and Mr. Hopkinaon stud, they behaved remarkably 
well indeed. 

The Assistant Judob-Advocate. 

The Court hat ordered me to my, that you must confine yourself to thf 
ttrict ntlei o/evidence; and that hearsay evidence will not injuturt be 
admitted. 

Were yon and the Prisoner at the house of Mr. Stewart on plantation 
Success ? — Yei, we were there on the 7th of August. 

Did any convertaiioti past on that occaiion between Mr. Stewart, your- 
telf, and the Pritoner, relative to negroes ; and if $o, will you relfite it ? — 
B^ected, 

^itf the Pritonar tell Mr. ^ewart, that several qf the negrpet had been 
to inquire concerning their freedom, which they found had coTue out far 



-After you left the Prisoner's house to return home, when and whera 
did you next see him?'The next time was in the street, after he was 
taken-up. ' ' ' 

' ' Did you see htm down the west coast, the week before the revolt ? — 
'Yes, I saw Hr. Smith down the west coast, the week before the revolt. 

How long did the Prisoner remain on the west coast I — I am not 
-certain; ,Mr. Smith went down on Monday or Tuesday before the 
Revolt, but he came up on the Friday, 1 came up with him. 
'-' Did you mention to any person on the weil coast, that a report was 
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among the negroes tfaat their freedom had «om* but from Eitglaad?— 
Yes, 1 maitioned it to Mr. Nejrtoo, the burgher-captain. 

Does Mr. Newton hold any other and what rank or Station In this 
colony? — Idon'tltnow; iut he it a planter. 

Is he a member of the court ttf policy ? — Yes, I believe he is. ' 

Wat any one present, when, you mentioned liiia report to Mr. New- 
ton ? — Mr. Smith was present and Mr. Alleyne ; I mentioned it to Mr^ 
Newton several times ; once when Mr. Alleyne was present, though I 
will not be positire. Mr. Alleyae was present on the occasion that 
Mr. Smith was. 

Were you present at cmy interview between the Prisbner and his 
honour the first fiscaal? — Yes, I was. 

Did yoiihearanyiuid what conversation at such interview ?-:^iI^«c(«I.* 

Had no Questitnu. 

By (he Court. 

Who informed you that a report waa in circulation among tlie 
negroes that their freedom had come out? — I heard Mr. SmiA state it 
to Mr. Stewart; that was on tiie 7th August. 

Philip called and sworn. Examined hy the PKisomer. 

What is yonr-name, condition in life, ant} where do yon reside ?-r 
Philip, cooper, I live in Cummingsburg, I am free. 

Are you a member of Bethel Chapel ; if -yea, are you a constant 
attendant ?-r— I am, and attend every Sabbath unless I am sick. ' 

Do you know, the Prisoner; and if yea, how came you acquainted 
with him? — I became acquainted with him after Mr, Wray ; 1 am ac- 
^uaint^d with him ; I became acquainted with him by going to him after 
.he began to preach. 

Did jou ever, on any occasion, go to the Prisoner for his' advice ?'rT- 
' Yea, 1 do, sir. 

Do you recollect any particular instance, and will you state what 
jiassed on that occasiqn ?— When I was at the Kitty, from changing my 
owner, I felt after changing the treatment very severe upon me : when 
1 went up to Mr. Smith, a^d feeling myself aggravatetl, there was no 
.goodness in me. I became, as it were, foolish, by not behaving myself 
well ; when 1 went to Mr. Smith, and laid my case before him ; after 
]VIr. Smith had given me knowledge, and I returned home, I fouad 
myself entirely in~ the wqang; and, from Mr. Smith's ad nee to me, J 
became a faithful servant until I was sold. 

Do you remember any of the doctrines or duties taught you and the 
people by the Prisoner? — He told me if my master sent me any where 

* This queation did Dot appear, IB id present ihapeiDnlilBvaTietj of modes^ad been 
tried, to eet at the evidence reqaired. ' At latt, the PiiMxter, finding alt qneitMna ha*- 
Inf a tenfeflcy toprove what he had ataled ia bii defence, viz. (hat the flwaal acimow- 
ledged he knew of (be nep'oea beins; norked on Sundajs, ineisted upon Ibe question 
^being pat. The Co art wag cleared; — upon re.enleriiig, Ihe assistant jodge-adtocate 
tead Iheie worda : " The Coort ijannot but remark, that the Prifooer'a pKriiatJDg lo 
" pDlqaealionj of thia kind, must arise either rrom igaorance or & vorae motive!" 
Tu'PrisoDer reqouted a oopjr of this, the pmident reTused it, lajing, as it did not 
form a part of the pfoceediDgs, i.«. not entered upon the minulea, the Coart^onld not 
jEr>nta cop^. 



,Coo^[ 



ftbout Uc iatf, tbit I mnt be voy pwticakr in MMng it don«; sad, if 
I had not got tbii adTice imai Hr. Smitli, I ihoidd nbt li>tc betn my 
own man diia day. 

Do you remember the PrUoner caltiBs; op iB tbe mcnlfen and flakm|f 
them where they had been ; and when tney wid their mastera gtre tiiem 
work, he told them they were feoli for workiif^ ob a Sunday for the 
nSke oT a few lashes ? — That I cannot say, 1 nem heard any sach thing* 
In my presence. . 

What was 'the advice Mr. Smith gaire you ? — He adviaed me, thitt a. 
servant must be dutiful to his master, and all that are pnioTer him. 

Kd yon ever know any extraordinary meetings of the members at 
chapel? — No, sir, I do not know. 

Were you at the Chapel the Sunday before the rertdt ?— Yes, I was. 

What time did you leave on that day? — Three o'clock. 

Was it customary fbi the deacons, or any members, to call in at Mr. 
Smith's house on the Sunday afternoon to bid him good bye ?— ^I gene- 
nerally do it before I come away, but J do not see any -other. 

Did you lea^e before or after the olhers ? — I always come away first. 

When you vsed to leave, how was the Prisoner osaally employed? — 
He generally takes his bat and goes to his hoose; and I tU on the »tep 
Khe» ke eomet 4ovin. 

Did he catechize the people after the service is over? — That I cannot 
;>ay, i have never seen it yet. 



TWENTIETH DAY, 8tb NOVEMBER, 18«9. 
Crffis-examined hy JuDei-AsTOb&TlE. 

When did the Prisoner ^ve you the advice you uention * — At thfe 
.time Mr. Gentle lijed al the Kitty, before it was sold ; to flie best of my 
^memory five years. 

Did your master, aAer this, continue to ^ve you as mtich woil as 
■before! — He did, sir. 

When did you obtain your freedom ? — I got my free ps^r about two 
months hefore this revolt began. 

How did ydu .obtain it? — When I was sold, a lady of the name of 
Mary Lunck, (Lo^g) bought me, and she gave me time to work for that 
money back agun ^hich she had given for me. 

When were yoii sold to Mary Lunck? (Long) — At the Kitty vendue, 
to the best of my memory. 

Jason talUd and stsom- EwBmmed hy 'Ac Pkibombr. 

What is your name, are you a slave or free, and where do yon reside ? 
— Jason, I was a slave at first, but, on death of my master, I became 
free; I now live on Turkeyn wtfA fay grand-daughter. Mr. Van Coofen 
IS my guardiai», and tajta care of ne. 

Do you know the Prisoner? — Yes. 

Are yo« a member or deacon of Bethel cliapel? — T ^m a member and 
deacon. 
- How lo!^ have yo« been a deacon ? — From the time that Mr. Wray 
RrM prcftch^ the Gospel. 

What is your duty as a deacon? — To hand bread and wine, to make 
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tlte, ftefi'^i thE^ bi«^ «JiI)£i1 to b* bf^tiawl Kn»ibie ; if Uf oC tboM 
who 4r& btqjtiud ua w^hful oi htttpiaiag: nwiabcitt Qr afd nii«li&il> of 
coming to the sacrament, it i» tbq dytj of Uie d^acqn U>- t^ch tWm, 
tboBe tbingK vhich they TfiquicQ; after the t, it it tbe duty of the dea- 
cpa to go iai»d to. cwloct thft siwai ; halfra-bitt from one, a bitt from 
another, a« th^if can affbid : £oc the purpose of buyiog candle and wine ; 
Kid> fuAher, to reckon tbe money correcL When I reckon the money 
it sometimes amounts to 25f., sometimes to 24f. lometimefl to 23f. 

Where are tiiose duties- of the deacons to make the members under- 
stand the meaning of baptism and of becoming members, performed? — 
Always in the chapel. 

What were the doctrines and duties which the Prisoner taught Ae 
people that ased to go to the chapel — The catechism for one thine. 
We must believe in God; and, again, that we must obey our master la 
all things; that we were not to steal nor lie, which was a great evil; 
that whatever our masters told us to^ da ws must perform without speak- 
ing again. I have no more to say. 

Were you a regular attendant in Bethel chapel at the monung service T 
— Yes, except when I was sick. 

How did the people know when it was time to begin the morning 
service ?— The belt rang at seven o'clock. 

JDid any of the congregation of Bethel chapel ever pay forhii seat? — No, 
Do you remember Mr.' Smith reading about the children of Israel and ~ 
Hoses an^Tharaoh? — Yes, I heard that. 

How long ago is it since you beard him read about those, persons,?— 
I mnstspeu the truth, I cannot recollect the time. 

Is it a short time or a long time since ?^I heard it f|hoi)l two aonths 
before the negroes cama to trouble. 

By the Court. 

How comes it that your lecallectioii serres yon now ? — BecaaHP it 
was quite out of my thoughts. 

By Me PmsovER. 

Co you kuow how much a month is 7 — Four weeks. 
Did you ever hear the Prispaer read about David and SauL? — Ye% 
How long ago was that? — Longmoitgk, but can't recollect; gna jear, 
may be no more. 

Were there ever more peopla attending divine worsMp at B«thel 
ch^I than coul4 get in ? — ^Yes. 

How often wasthat the case? — Every Sunday. 
Could you afford to throw up the money you did for the Missiona^ 
Society?— Yes. 

Did any body, to your knowledge, who could not aSbrd, thiQW ip 
money for that society ? — I do not know of any. 

Did you a£tead the services at Bethel chapel on Thvisday CTeninK? 
—Yes. 

What did Uia Prisoner then read about? — Abont John, the fbrtfiuner 
oF'Jesns Christ, that we might believe in God and Jesus Christ too. 
Do you know Azor? — I know him, be belongs to Hr. Van Cooten. 
How long has he been a member of the chapeR — From Hr. Wray's ttme. 
Is he well acquainted with the nembert ?^Tet. 

I.. J.,. ,., Cookie 
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' Do the people of La Retoaveuir attend tlu t^tapel u raocti ta die 
n^roei of other eatatet, who are in the bnbtt of attending? — The other 
estates attend more than Le Reaouvenir^fl ghng. 

Waji it cufltomai^ for any of the deacons or membera to call in at Mr. 
Smith's house on a Sunday, when they are going home, to bid him good 
bye? — Yes, they called and said, how dee masta, and good bye. 

Did yon attend to your duties as a deacon op to the time of the revolt? 
— Yes,, sir. 

By the Prosecdtos. 

What is your trade, or what do you work at? — When I wa« in service 
for my maater, 1 was driver ; since theu, 1 am a yaaer* 

Can ifoU recollect the time when the Piisouer told you about obbying 
your muter? — At all times: frequently. 

Was'the bell rung to call the people to "Iliursday evening service? — No. 

Bif the CODBT. 

. Were you at chapel the Sunday before the revolt? — I was. 

Can you read 7 — No, sir. 

Were there many people mote than nsual on that Sunday? — Yei, 
(here were. 

Previons to your going to chapel, were yon told that plenty of people 
*ere to be there on Uiat day ?— No. 

Mart Cmisholh ealUd and mmmi. Examined by Prisomer. 
~ What is your name, place of sbode, and calling in life? — Mary; I 
live at Success — I make bread occasionEilly, and am free. 
' Were yon a member of Bethel chapel ? If so, how long have you been 
a member? — lam; I have been bo a length of tiine ; before Mr. Smith 
arrived here. • ' . 

Could any of the members read in Mr. Wray's time ?— Yes, sir. 

Have you any slaves of youi own, and did they attend on the Prisoner's 
ininistry? — Yes. 

Had yon ever any fear that the PiMoner's instructions would make 
^ur states dissatisfied with you as their mistress ? — No, sir ; never had 
any fear of thaL 

Did yon attend the SDnday-moming services? — ^metim'es. 
■" Were you, when you attended, attentive to the prayers offered up by 
.the deacons and members on those occasions? — Sometimes I was. 

When you were, attentive, did you hear any thine particular in those 
prayers ?— Yes, I hear that they pray for the world at lai^, meaniD|> 
every body, the king, their masters, and for their children, themselves, 
aAd every body. 

Were persons in the habit of coming in during the' prayers Of tlie 
deaefinsf— Yer, sii*. 

Did you hear the Piisoder read aboui Moses delivering the children 
af Israel from Egypt?— ¥ed, sir; I h&te' heard Mr. Smith read of it 
sometimes back, not long ago — I don't recollect how long. 

Can you form any idea how long ago it is since the Prisoner read 
abont Moses delivenng the children of larsel from PharaOh and ^^pC? 
— No, I can't rightly say. 

. ,Gooi^lc 
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Ts it a ihontli or two ihontiis, or a yt&t, or longer or ihorter than a y«ai ? 
— I ca»'t rightly say how long it is. 

What did you last hear the prisoner read about? — To my best kaow- 
led^e, I (biDk he read Luke the Siinday before the revolt. 

Did you hear the Prisoner read the History of David ?— Yes, 

Do you remember what he read about David?— When Saul pursued 
after David one night, Saul dropped asleep, and' David and bis mett 
came over to Saul and took away his spear and his water-cruse, and 
when Saul rose up, David hallooed to the men of Saul lo come for the 
spear ;■ another time he pursued after Saul and cut the skirts of his coat, 
and then the men of David said, that they must slay Saul, and David 
said, God forbid that they should put their hands upon the Lord's 
anointed. 

Were there any remarks, or comments, or reflections made by the 
Prisoner upon what he read? If yea, what were tliey? — Yes, the remarks 
were, what a good man David was, not to revenge upon Saul when he 
had it in liis power to take his life, he would not do it— On oae of the 
members observing to the Prisoner why David did not slay him, the 
Prisoner replied, it was better to leave him to God's mercy, to do with 
him as he pleased. ... 

How long ago is it since the Prisoner read about David and Saul? — 
Not very long: I cannot exactly say. 

Did you ever hear the Prisoner read any thing else? if yea, what? — 
Yes, I heard him read of a man who had a piece of land, and the king 
wanted to exchange the land and buy it for money, and the man would 
not sell the land; and the king's wife, Jezebel, stole the king's seal and 
sent to his officers, saying, put a guard over such a man, and say that 
the man had blasphemed God'and cursed the king, and then he'was 
stoned to death for so doing ; the king's wife said, rise, and go and take 
possession of the land, for he that would not sell it it dead ; and when 
the prophet met with the king going to take possession of the land, he 
. inquired of himj have yon killed, and are you going to take possession? 
and the king said to the prophet, my enemy have you found me, and the 
prophet told the king. 

How did the Prisoner apply this story? — Many of us asked thii' 
questioD, and Mr. Smith said, it was to shew us, that if we did any thing;, 
bad, God would always find us out; that God sent the prophet to jell 
the king, that he should be stoned for taking away the man's land, and 
that if we, did any tiling bad, .if we did not suffer for it ourselves, our 
children, or our ^rand-children would suffer. 

Were you at Bethel chapel on the Sunday before the revolt? — Yes." 

Did you notice any thing particular in the sermon on the Sunday, lie- 
fore the revolt? if yea, what? — It was something about Christ going 
through Jerusalem; I cannot exactly tell what it was. 

Were there any whites present at Ihat sermon ?~I believe there were. 

After the service was over, did flie people go a^ay directly, or did 
they loiter about the chapel any time ?— They went very quick away., . 

Do you know a woman named Dora, who was a membra Oi <he 
church? — Yes. 

Tjad you any thing to do with her cm the Sunday before the revolt I 
and if so, what was it?^Yesi sir, I had ; the Sunday before that, Mr, 
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S'mith toroed her out of the chuiel, and Hhe got iM Mtd ftnolher tn* 
vomui to Bpeak to Hr. Smith for her. 

Did the Pruonec speak to her ? if yn, whore ?— The PriMtner spoke 
, to her in the vestry. 

Had you to vriut any time before the PrisiuieT wis ready to converas 
wit)) her? — I had to wait while the PriaoDer went into bis house to take 
some refreshment, / had to wait thai tinu. 

How long did the Prisoner remain at bis house 1— About a quarter of 
an hour. 

What hour was it when the Prisoner left conrersing with Dora oa 
that afternoon ?— Between three and four o'clock. 

When he came back, did he converse with you and Dora immediately ? 
I believe there was one or two more people that he spoke to, sod than 
he spoke to Dora. 

Where were the other pet^Ie to' whom the Prisoner spoke, before he 
spoke to Dora ? — In the chapel. 

When the congregation broke up on the Sunday afternoon befbre the 
revolt, did you see Quamina, of Success 7 — Yes. 

Where ?— I saw him come out of the chi^l, and follow the congiega- 
tioD, and go to the Success side. 

Where were you at that time ? — In the ch^wl. 

Where was the Prisoner ? — In his house. 

Did the last conversation between yourself aud Dora and the parson 
on that afternoon, pass in the vestry :— Yes- 
After you saw Quamina follow the congregation, where did you go?— 
r went home. 

Where did you go from the time you saw Quanuna follow the cougm- 
tion, to the time Mr. Smith spoke to you and Dora?— I was >b the 
chapel. 

What time was it that you went home? — Between three and ioiit 
o'clock. 

After ypu saw Quamina foUoV the congregation, in what part of the 
chapel were you? — I was sitting down on the sid« next to the loadi by. 
the Jalouue. 

Where you sat, could yoa see any one go into the parsea's yard or 
house? — Tee. - 

D>d you sit there all the time the parson wjtt ia his h»nse ?— Yea. 

Why did you sit there ? — I was sittmg tbere for the purpoae of ipeak- 
ingto Mr. Smith about (be woman. 

Did you see any body go into Mr. Smith's yard while you sat than?—' 
Can't say rightly, I saw some wosgen pass tluough the yard. 



TWENTY-PIRST DAY, 10th NOYEMBEIR, I8S3. 

Cross-examined by the Jddqe-Advooate. 

Can yoti fead ? — No, I cannot read. 

How many Btaves have you got ? — Five. 

What are their ages ? — / ianiwt My, but J will let ymi we ths Knitter. 
"Tilery Is -9- little girl about eight years old ; and I boiqiht Ial«ly two sbMiC 
women, an old rnfto, "nfi a girl prej^nuit iritlt her fiist child. 

, Cookie 



Wer« then «»« people at chapel tho Sandaj before the rwolt than' 
usual t — Ves. 

Did they go away quicker from chapel on that Sunday than uaual ? — 
Yes, they went away very quick. ' ■ 

Did they go away toward* Succeu side In a lar^ body or In smal) 
parties 1 — I cannot say ; they went away in a large body, when I saw them 
there were plenty of -people still going to Success side. 

Wets you ia the chapel, or testry, when yoo saw Quamina follow 
the congregation that day ? — In the chapel. 

Can you state positively, that when you saw the congregation go 
away, the Priscwer was in his house ? — When the congregation began 
to go away, it was before he went into his house, and the congregation 
was still gong away. 

Did you not see Qaatnina follow the congregation before the Prisoner 
left the diapel ? — Mr. Smith was in his house when Qnamina followed 
thepeople. 

Did you sea Seaton and Bristol at church that Sunday T — For Seaton 
I cannot rightly say, but I saw Bristol follow Quamina. 

Did not Quainina, the head-deacon, usually go into Mr. Smidl's house 
after chapel, to wish him good-bye ? — I cannot say, / generaUn leave 
&m there when I go home. 

By the Court. 

Did you never see Quaimaft go into Hr. Smith's bouse after chapel on 
a Sun&y ?—Yea. 

Did not Quamina go into Mr. Smith's house after chapel on Sunday 
be/are the revolt ? — I did not see hhn, I doni know if he Went hi my 
absence, but 1 did not see him. 

Did Quunina go intoMr. Smith's house, or yard, whilst you were 
waiting for Mr. Smith ? — He did not ; I never saw bim go into the house 
or yard that day. 

Cotild he not have gone into Mr. Snith'a house or yard, without your 
seeing him ? — In the place whera I sat, be could not have gone m with- 
out my seeing him, had I not looked any where else. ■ 1 will not take 
my oath, that I did not took any where else, I was conversing at the 
time with Dora. 

Where was Dora at that time? — Dora was sitting in the vestiy, I was 
sitting at the window. 

Where were yow sitting? — I was sitting in the chapel, and Aen vent 
into the vestry to sit with Dora. 

What partieular part (^ tie chapel were yov tktinff in when you taw 
Qitamina Jbllew the congregation touarda Sucews iidel — / sat near the 
pdpit to the left. 

How long did you ut there before you went into the vestry ? — 1 sat 
there till almost all the people went away. 

How far did you see Quamina go ? — I saw him dl) he passed the mid- 
dle path of Le Hflsoavenir, going towards Success. 

Why did you watch bim so nairowl;^ t — I tKonght it wonderful (or him 
to go with the congregation, for he generally remained behind. 

Where were you on Monday, the day of Uie revolt t — 1 was at Sncceu 
until about two o'clock^ and leave them to come to town. 

BeEan ]!Oii wwt to dapd, did you hear tlte people say there would be 
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K lai^ congregation at chapel, on that Sunda;; I'— No, ur; 1 don't live 
near the people— where I live is far away. 

Charlotte called and iioont. Examined by the Prisokbs. 

What is your name, to whom do you belong, and where do yon reside t 
—Charlotte, Mary Rose, I reside at North Brook. 
' Have you lived as servant with the Prisoherl if yea, when? — Yes, 
some time before Christmas last ; I was still living with him, till they 
took him and brought him to town. 

Were you mostly at the Prisoner's house on a Suoday'I — Yes. 

Were you at the chapel the Sunday before the leToltl — Yes. 

Were there a great many more people at chapel on that day, than on 
any other fine Sundays? — 'No, sir, it was not more paopte than always 
come. 

How do you know that ? — There is a bench made between Mr, Smith 
and Mrs. Smith, and when there are too many I cannot ^t my own seat. 

Did you get your own seat on that day? — Yes, I sat on my own seat. 

Were there any white people at the chapel on that Sunday ? — Yes, sir, 
I saw two white men in the chapel, I don't know them, in the afternoon 
aervice. 

Did you remain in the chapel until service was over ? — I stayed in 
the chapel till service was over, then 1 went into the house to get dinner 

Who cooked the Prisoner's dinner on that Sunday ? — I did. 

At what hour did Mr. Smith dine on that Sunday ? — Between four and 
five. 

Where was Mr. Smith whilst you were cooking the dinner ? — ^He was 
in the chapel. 

How long ai^i Mr. Smith came in from the chapel was it before you 
carried in dinner? — As he came from the chapel I carried in the dinner. 

Did Mr. Smith talk with any body on that Sunday, after he came in 
from the chapel ? — 1 saw some people go into the house ; Quamina was ' 
one, and Peter ; but I was in the liitchen ; I did not know what they 
had to say. 

Was Bristol one? — Yes. 

When they went away, which of them went first ? — They all came out 
together. 

How long did yon remain in or about the Prisoner's house after dinner 
on that day ? — After sending in the dinner, I don't wait upon them; I 
went to the negro-houses, about half-past five o'clock. 

Did any person come to the Prisoner's house, during or after dinner, 
before you went to the negro-houses? — No, sir, I did not see any body. 

Had any body come during that time, is it hkely you would have seen 
them?— No, sir, if they had come at the front gate and door I could not 
liave seen them. 

When any negroes came to speak to the Prisoner, at which door did 
they enter the house? — Some come in at the back-door, the people that 
go by the road go to the front-door, those that come out of cnapel go in 
at the back-door. 

On a sacrament Sunday, when Mr. Smith first got up in a morning, 
what did he usually do ? — I did not see him do any thing. 

At what hour does Mr. Smith corac down stairs on Sunday: morsing ? 
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—After the inn hai rwen ; I can't lay rightly what o'clock, but about 

Af^r the morning service on sacrament Sundays, is the Priaoner occu- 
pied with any and what people ! — I cannot say. 

Does he examine the people to see if they are fit for baptism, or does 
he catechize them? — Yes. 

Does he catechize people after noon service? if yea, where? — No. 

Have you ever seen Mr. Smith with any people in the chapel after the 
noon service ?— I have seen him stay sometimes with some plantation 

Was this often the case ? — No, sir. 

Did yon know what Mr. Smilh stayed with these people for ? — No, sir. 

Did the Prisoner's horse remain in the stable of an evening? — In the 
evenings they generally loosed the horse to walk about the yard. 

At what time was he loosed? — Five o'clock. 

Was this always the case 1 — Yes. 

Was there any noise on Le Resouvenir estate on the Tuesday evening 
after the revoltl — No, sn-, I did not hear any noise. 

Were you qn Le Resouvenir on that evening ?— Yes. 

Did you ever keep any water to drink in dke kitchen ? — No, sir, not 
at at]. 

" Were you in the Prisoner's house on the Monday evening of Uie revolt? 
— Yes. 

Did you see a man bring a letter to the Prisoner's house ? if yea, 
who was he? — I did not see a letter, I saw a man from Dochfbur, 

When did that man go away ? — He stayed a little while in the kitchen ; 
as he went out of the yard the sun began to get dusk. 

Did you see Mrs. Smith on that evening? — Yes. 

Did Mrs. Smith say any thing to you ? — No, she did not tell me any 
thing until the noise was made in Mr. Hamilton's house ; she toW me 
then to call Mr. Smith, but I was too frightened to go. 

Did Mrs. Smith appear frightened ? — Yes, sir. 

Where had she been, and where did she come from, when she told you 
to go and call Mr. Smith ? — She came from Mr. Hamilton's house. 

Where did Mrs. Smith tell you to go to call Mr. Smith ?— Mrs. Smith 
being alarmed at the noise in Mr, Hamilton's house, came from thence, 
and desired me to go thete and call him away. 

By tha Assistant Judge-Advocate. 

When Quamina and Bristol went to the Prisoner's house, on Sunday 
before the revolt, did they come directly after the church, or some time 
afterl — They came directly after church. 

Was any one there besides Quamina, Bristol, and Peter? — No, that 1 
cannot say. 

Are you certain that Seaton was not there ? — I did not see him. 

Where were you when they came out? — I was in the kitchen. 

Did you speak to any of them when they came out ?— I was getting 
some dinner for myself to eat, and I saw Bristol when he came out and 
was going away, and asked him to come and join me, but he refused, 
saying it was too late. 
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Wu QaamioB with JBristol at tbat ttiml— Yea. 

Has not thf Prisoner a grasa-cutUr ta hit employ T — Yei. 

Si/ the Court. 

W^re there not fever pe<^le at chap«l that Smdny b«f^« tbe revolt 7 
— Juit the same as always. 

Weie there an; outside the cbapel on that Sunday ? — Yu> Hme^weic, 
•■d that ii always the cue. 

Was not Mary Chisholm at Hr. Smith's houM alter cb)^>el «n that 
Sunday 1 — I did not see her. 

Is not the seat where you sit railed off from Uie gitot body of the ^a- 
I>el ? — Yes, sir. 

Mahs tailed and swm'n, Exaj^ined bt/ the FstBONER. 
What is your name, and to what estate do you bekng? — Mars; 
Vryheid's Lust. 
Are you a member of Bethel diapel, oo Le RasooTeaii; if yea, are 

?>u regular in your attendance at the services ia ^t chapel ? — I an.; 
es, except when I am sick. 

Hov long have you beea in the habit of altendii^ that cbapel 1 — Fwhu 
the time of Mr. Wray. 

By what road had you used to go to the chapel ?— Therft was a road 
Mr. Post made, ^hich lead from our place to the chapel. 

Is it stiU there?— ThM brt^eit up. 

Who broke it up ? — The white people of the e«tatu throng^ which it 
{Msaed broke it up. 

Did yon ever see mue pe<^Ie on a Sunday . at the eb^wJ than coidd 
get in?— Yes. 

Wece you at Hx chapel on the Sunday before the ie?olt ? — Yes. 

Were mote petite thiere that Sunday than on other Sundaya? — iait 
the same. 

Used e^ry part of the chapel, includbg the vestry, to ba fiUed with 
people OB a Sunday? — Yes. 

Did Ur. SmLdk, a few woeks be£i»e the MTodtr make any obaeiratioBB 
to you about building a larger ebapel? — Yes, hctoU them about it, add 
aaid, that if be couhl get money enoagh from the. pewle'a collectioDi be 
would put up a larger chapel, an the present one coud not bdd u*; we 
said we would all set too, and speak about it. 

' Did you ever give any moa^ to the ^soner for the Missionary 
Society? if yea, after you had given the money did you ever feel that 
.yon wanted It bade; or ^dvon ever wish you bad nevw given it? — No,. 
tkejpeeple give Ikt^ nwTwy wiuin^ly of thmaeivts. 

Did you ever find that the Prisoner's readtag or ptva^in^ made ye« 
unbappy or dissatisfied? — It satisfied me. 

Did it ever make you satisfied with your condition as a slav*? — ¥eB>' 

Was it customary, or nsnal, for the principal, or head people, to go 
into the parson's house on a Sunday, after ■ervice, to bid hgn good bye? 
— Yes, sir, sometimes; 

Do you ksow whether the Prisoner used to catechite the people in Heie 
dtape) after service ?— Before- the sevvice; ^nty these yiao wait to be 
baptized are catechized after service. ■ 
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Cnm-examitad by tke Assist akt Judge-Advocatb. 

. Had not the chapel been enlarged and repaired aince ibe Prisoner 
was there ? — They put a Boor to it, and repaired it. 

Was there not a gallery erected X — There waa'a gallery there before ; 
but more people can eo there now than before. 

Did the members throw up tiiemoney to pay for these repain ? — Tea. 

Bg tke CoDBT. 

Was the ^lery added before or after Mr. Smith spoke about build- 
ing a larger chapel? — It was put there before. 



TWENTY-SECOND DAY, IIth NOVEMBER, 1828. 

LoKDOH, called and twont. 
What is your name, and to what plantation do you belong! — London t 
I belong to the Brothers. 

Were yon a member of Bethel chapel? if yea, were you a r^fular 
attendant ? — I was, and attended reguliirly. 

Can yon read ; and who taught you 1 — I can read ; Romeo ta«ght ne 
a little ; Mrs. Elliott a little more, til) Mr. Smith came : the teachmg I 
had fi-otn Mr. SnAth'; he did not toAe me aade to teach me. 

Did Mr. Smith ever teach you \—No, sir, titUy when h£ read I took a 
few viordt. 

Have yon a Bible 1 if yea, do you ever use it in chapel ? — I hare, and 
use it in chapel. 

Can you fbllow the person as he reads the Bible from the pulpit? if 
yea, were you in the habit of doing so ? — Yes, I can : and am in the habit 
of doing so. 

Do you remonber the Prisoner reading about Moses deliTering the 
thildren of Israel from Pharaoh, at the morning serviceT-^I beard kink 
very long Qgo, about two years. 

What books of the Bible did he read last year, at tlte monuog ser- 
▼ices? — He began with I^viticna, then Numbers, thaa Deateroaomy, and 
others. 

What books did he read this year?— He lead Kin^ Samaet, and 
Judges ; he had not fioisbed Kings. 

Does Mr. Smith, at the unming service, re«d aCraight on, m does he 
ever turn back, to read chapters orer again which he had t«ad befare?^— 
H« read* it straight forward; bedoes oot come back ; he goes on bef»e. 
Were you at chapel the Sunday before the rerol^? — Yes. 
Wore there ntoie people there that Sunday than were asualiy there 
upoQ any fine Sunday 1— No ; if it una ram, the people always the same, 
/or the atapel no hold then. 

How nwny Sundays before the revolt was saCTament Sunday t — ^TVo 
fimodays, iaolnding ue Sunday before the revolL 
- Did yea leans ue catocUsDik tangbt at the chapelt — Yes. 

Are Utese the same ? (Here txo omn<u a/* the catechisms used Vt the 
ehtntliaere predtKod, awf ihemm to the witness.} — Yes. 

Tibs wittimt bii)ig reptired to read tkem, did to, and declared then Ifte 
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(QiteilioK Jrtm the Coggr to the Prisoitbr.) 

Are these catechianu to be read? — I wUh them to be contidered' u 

part of the proceediags. ' 

By the pRisoMEH. 
How nften were you taught the calechuma ? — Every Sunday, 
Wa* the congregaiioti as&eiubled when the catechismi were taught } 
— ^Yes, 

Oross-eKamined by the AeaiETANT Juuge-Advocate. 

Did not the PrJKoaer read Exodus to you a few days before the revolt ? 
— No, 

Did he read Joibua to you ?. — Ye^, a lilite.long^ before the revclt begatf. 

What did you hear him read in Josbua P — When Mosea wan dead, and 
Joshua took hJB place, God AIniighty put him over Ifae people. 

Did he read to you about Joshua ' look at the 8lh chapter, and say if he 
read that.— No, he did not. 

Will vou point out the 7tb chapter of Joshua to witnesB, and ask if he 
read thai f—No, sir. 

£y the Interpreltr. — " / have observed that the loitnest very ofteR 
" miitituttd one word for another of the tame meaning, and now he 
" cannot read tkefirtt verses of the 7th chapter : but the remaining 
" part ofihe chapter, which is upon the same subject as the &tk chapter, 
** ht teems to be well acquainted with.'' 

By the Assistant Jddge-AdVocate. 

Have you never read the 8tb chapter? — The first chapter; I tried my- 
lelfi I iuay have seen it. 

Peter called and twom. Examined by the Priroiher. 

What is your name, and to wbat plantation do you belong?— Peter^ 
I' belong to Le Resouvenir, 

Are jou an attendant of Bethel chapel ? — Yes. 

Were you at itiit chapel the Sunday before the reirolt ?-^Yes. 

Did yod see Quamina, of Success, on that day I — Yet. 

Where did you see him ? — I saw him at Mr. Smith's bouse. , 

Did you see him tint/ where else, if yea, where? — Yes, I saw him at 
Success middle path, and at Mr. &nith't. 

Were there any other persons present ?— Bristol, Seaton, Quamina, and 
Shute, and Mr. Smith. 

Did Quanuna say any thing to the Prisoner ; if yea, wbtit was it ? — 
Yes ; he said be was going to drive all them managers from the estates to 
the court, to see what was the best thing they coutd obtain for those 
slaves;, then Mr. Smith answered and said, that that was, foolieh, how will 
you be able to drive them wbite people to town? and he said; them white 
people try to do good for you, and that if the slaves behaved so, that they 
woujd luse their right ; and he said, Swofltma, don't bring yourself into any 
disgrace ; that the white people were ntnv making a law to prevent the 
women being flogged, but thai the law bad not come out yet ; and 
the men should not get any flo^iog iji the field, but when they were te 
be fledged, they should he brought to the manager, attorney, or. ^ro- 
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prietor f« that purpose; tbtn he gsid, Quatnijia, do yon hear lhi»? and 
(ben QuamiDa.Kaid yea^ aod.Re came put. 

What did Quamina say in^answer when Mr. Smith taid, you hear ? — He 
laid yes. Sir. 

Bow lone wefe you and Quamina, and the rest, at the . Prisoner's 
house f — We did not stop a minute. 
- Was SeitoD with you the whole time of that conversation ,' — Yes, sir. 

Which of you all went out of the Prisoner's house first?— We M five 
came out together. 

Had Mr. Smith dined when yoii were at his house that lime ?— No. 

How do yoa know i — Because he was silting on a chair. 

Was the table laid for dinner ? — Yes; when we were inside the house 
ihe tahle was laid for dinner. 

Crosa-txa^nied by the Assistamt JuUge^Abvocatb. 

Did Q.uamina say when they were to drive the managers to town * — 
He did not teJl the time. 

Did you know of the meeting on Success middle walk? — Yes, I did, on 
tic same day; I came from the middle wallt to the Prisoner's house; I 
went to Success middle walk from the chapel. .1 then came back to tell 
-Mr, Smith about this thing; Quaroina came to tell Mr. Smith they in- 
tended to drive the white people,. 

Was Charlotte, Mr; Smith's servant, there ?— She was in the kitchen ; 
Quamina asked her for a little dinner, and she gave him some. 
By tie CouET. 

Dill Mr, Smith say any thing about'the Christians ? — NottaiI^^. 

Did yon bear Mr. Smith say any thing ahoUt the soldiers ?— -Noi sir: 

Did yOu hear Quamina say any thing about Jack and JoKph ?— 
No, sir. 

Did yob hear Jack and Joseph's names menlioned at all?— No; be 
did not call any 'body's name. 

Bill called Mtd awom. Examined by f itisONG1t.< 
■ What is your name, condition in life, and where do yon reside?— Sill 
Rogers, tailor; I live in Cuntiogabui^ ; I hare bought myself, but not 
manumitted yel. 

Were you a member of Bethel chapel ; if so, how long have you been 
a member ? — Yes ; about three years. 

Can you read ?— -I can read. 

Who taught you to read f — I got a little here and there, no pari'icular 
.master. 

Did Mr. Smith teach you to read ? — No, sir. ' 

Haye jitu a Si^Ie ; i,f yea, w,ere you in the hatut ot hsing it in chaipel i 
—\ hare a ^ible, and was in the habit of using it in (^hapel. 

In what orde/;did.^r. Smith read the Sible at the Sunday morni'rig 
services? — He re^s a chapter, acid then stops the follpwing Sunday, 
HUnctiaies the succeeding chapter, i&A sometimes from s6nl^ otner pla^. 

When he reads a chapter in another plate, wa* it in a pdrt^of'-the' Bible 
iktit he had read before,- or in a place that he had not read btfore. 

Rejected. The President, for the Court, pretending not to understand iti 

{Subuituted-) Did he go forward or backward ? — Forward. ' 



...Google 



]30 

Did you erer bear HK Smith tell any of bia conpr^ntioD aiiy thing 
likdy io nuke them unhappy or diicontented, with their mastera f — No, 
I never heard it. 

pid you ever hear Mr. Smith tell the oegroe*, that if the maiten had 
work for them on a Sunday, ihey were to lay that Sunday was God's 
day i — No, I never heard him iay lo, 

what time was it in general before the lervices were over on facra- 
noit Sonday* ? — About four o'clock. 

(No croia-exammation.) . 
Nemo called and awom. Examined by Prisoner. 

What i« your Dame, and to what estate do you belong ? — Neno ; he 
Resonveair. 

Wen; yoa a regular att^dant at Bethel cha^l on that estate ? — Yes, 

Can you read, and have yoii a BiUe ? — I have. 

Where did you j^et it, and how much did yon give for it J — I bought it 
from Ml-. Smith ; I gave three guilders for it ; he charged me four, hut 
^e took three. 

What was the usual price of the sapie-sized Bibles? — He might give 
yixguilders for the same slzc> 

What does the witness mean by the words " they might give i" — I 
mean tlfat aoipe people have given six guilders for the same-sized Bibles 
that I got for three. ' ' '■ 

By the Court. 

What day did you buy that Bible ? — It might be near Sunday, but )t t* 
so long, I can't remember the' day. 

What are you.on the estate ? — I am a field negro ; when I was a Ijltle 
boy I niinded the stock. 



TWENTY-THIRD DAY, 12th NOVEMBER, 1823. 

R6WBT Edhonstohe called and swom. Examined by the 

FRieONER. 

What is your name, calling in life, and place of abode t — Robert Ed- 
tnonstone, merchaut, George Town. 

Are you acquainted with Frederick Cort, and his hand- writ to g ? — I am. 

j^e these notes and letters in bis hand-writing f — They are, to the best 
/>( my knowledge and belief. 

Are you acquainted wjth Jehd Stewart, manager of Success, and his , 
. Jiand-wTjtmg ? — I am, I know his hand-writing. 

Are these his hand-writing ? — To the best of my knowledge an4 
belief. . : 

Are you acquainted' with John G. AUwtt, late, or at present^ uajDager 
' of plantation Vigilapce ? — I am not. 

Are you acquainted with R. Murray, of Lusignan, and bis hand- 
writhig) — I know Mr. Murray, but have never seen b)m write. 

Have yon received letters or orders from him ?— I have received Icttjen 
/torn him, but nev^r saw him write. 

,.^'i;e these in his huid-writing i'fl bc^eve they are-. 
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Were you acquainted with the band-writing of the late M', B. Pajae ? 
—1 wu nolt 

Are you acquainted n-iih Morrison Jack, late manager of Lusignan, 
kiul bit band-writing f — I cannot iwear to bis hand>writing. 

Are you acquainted with L. Gumming, and big hand-writing i—J am. 

Are these lelteri in bis hand-writing? — I believe they are. 

Are yoii acquainted with James Todd, of New Orange Nascau, and hia 
hand-writing i-^l cannot swear to it ; I helieve it is. 

Are you acquainted with John Stewart, of North Brook, and hia hand- 
Writing? — I am. .. ■■ 

Is this is hand-writing ? — I believe it is. 

Are you acquainted with C. A. Van Groveitius, and hia hand-writirlg? 
.—I am acquainted with him, but not hit hand-writing. 

Are you acquainted with L.'Forfestier, late manager of La Bonne In- 
tention, and his band-writing ? — I know him, but not sufficiently to 
prove it. 

The whole of these docummU were paper* or lieeneetfrpm the periant 
named, allowing the negroes to be baptiud. 

LiBDTBllANT SpRAOG called (Old sworn. Examined hy th 
Frijioher. 

What it your name, calling in life, and place of abode ? — John Spra^, 
merchant, George Town. 

Are you acquainted with Samuel Orford, late manager of plantation 
Industry, and his band-writing? — I am acquainted with Samuel Orford. 

Are you acquainted with George Donaldson ? — No. 

Here the Court beeame impatient, and the Auiitant Judge- Advocate 
allowed a number of certijieatet, similar to the others just mentioned, to 
he read, without going through the form of judicial proof. They 
were from 

Morrison Jack Mackie, of I.utignan 

C. A. Van GrovestJus Nicholas Van Cooten, June, 189$ 

L. Forrestier, of La Bonne Inten- R. W. Matthews 

tion Kelly, of Mon Repos 

W. B. Payne W. G. Tholen 

James Todd John G. Abbott, Vigilance 

John Stewart Blackstock, Nooten Znyl 

W; D. Coucbmaii, of Vigilance J. H. Hughes 

Ceo> Donaldson, of Industry 

Rev. John Davies called and sworn. ExaHdnni iy ikA 
Prisoner. 

Are you acquainted with George Burder, secretary of the Missionai^ 
Soeiuy; if yea, ia the signature, " George BurJer," at the end of this, 
document, the signature of that personf— Yes; to the best of my be* 
lief it ;«. 

{Pui in and readJ] 

Do you kntiw whether the goeemor of this evlony aer saw than ilt- 
slmetiont: ifyt*, hoio doyou know? 

lite Court observer, that you (the Prisoner) heving ttated that ^ok 
tolled the witneu to prove the handwriting, no other qvealion can beput. 
R2 
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Shutg called and twom. Examined by the Pkisorbr, 

What if yo«r nain*:, and to what plaolatioD da you beloiig J — Shute ; I 
belong to Le Resouveqir. 

Are you ap atUndant of Bethel chape) ? — Yes. 

Were you at that chapel the Sunday berore the revolt i — ^Yes. 

Did you see Quailiioa, of Success, on that day ? — Yet. 

Where did you see him ? — At chapel. 

Did you see him any where else ; if yea, where ? — Yes ; I saw him at 
Success middle path. 

Did you tte him at Mr. Smith's ^ — Yes ; I saw him there, and I was 
there myself. 

Was any ho&y, and who, present when you saw him at Mr, Smith's ? 
—Yea ; Seaton, Bristol, Peter, ynd Quamina and myself. 

Did any, and what, conversation pass on that occasion ?-^— Quamina say 
to Mr. Smith be was going to drive all the managers down ; Mr. Smith 
say no ; for the white people are doing many good thinca for you, and if 
you arc going to do that, you must not do that, Quamina; and he said 
yes,' I will see, sir; and afler that we all come out of the house from 
Mr, Smith. 

Did Qiiamina >ay what he was going to drive the managers down for ? 
— That they must come down to make a good law, and g^ve them a day 
or two for themselves. 

Was Sealon there all the time ?— Yes. 

Which of you went away from Mr. Smith's house first f — We all lo" 
gether, massa. 

When the drivers flogg:ed the negroes on Le Resouvenir, was the 
manager or overseer always present ?—Sometimes'they are there, and 
aomelimes not at home. 

. Cross-examined fcy the Jodce-Adtocate. 

How far is it from Success middle walk, where you met, to the PriBon- 
er's house f — As far as the old barracks on the brick dajn (about one-fifth 
of a mile.) 

Were there many persons collected at the meeting before you led it (o 
go to the Pneoner's house ? — Plenty people been there, sir. 

Were Jack of Success, and Joseph of Bachelor's Adventure there }— 
Jack was there, but I don't know Joseph of Bachelor's Adventure. 

Why did you go to Mr. Smith after you had been in Success middle 
path i — Quamina sent Bristol to ' call me and Peter to go to Mr. Smith's 
house, to go there to go and tell Mr. Smith that they were going to drive 

Where did you go after you left Mr. Smitb'Bbouse?—>I went home, sir- 
Did you k'nqw where Quamina went ?~I taw him and Seaton go aimig 
together to Success, his place. 

By the Court. 

How long were you together in Mr, Smith's house ?^It was a much 
shorter time than ( have (^en before the Court. I was not thWe long. . 
, Tke expression of ike ieitjieM was, " h too tnuck ghorter time," Mean' 
ing a very thorl time. There arose to muek difference of opinion u» t» 



Ikf anaoer given, tkid U mat read at length to the wilnw *f> '^ a^«t^ 
form, and aecardingiy rte^ied, 

.Polly called and swortf. Examined hy the pRisoif bb. 

What is your name, and to wlj^l esUt^e do you beloog > —Polly, of 
Mon KepM. 

Were you tn attendant of Bethel chapel f — Yea. 
. Did Air. Soiilh ev«r catechize the negroes in claifCE, in the chapel on a 
Sunday? — Mr. Smith did not; no, sir, the lady did; I doptattend in^rn- 
ing service. 

Were the difierent estates people ever catechized together io Ulf 
chape] after the noon service ? — Yes ; he puts them all down in a class in 
di^rent estates. Mrs. Smith catechizes one estate's gang one Sunday ; 
another, another ; Mr. Smith catechizes them when they come round by 
the year, but not every Sunday, * 

Sio yon mean that Mr. Smith, or Mrs. Smith, catechizes the dlflbrent 
estates* nesroes in the chapel on a Sunday after the noon service f — I say 
Mrs. Smilti catechizes the people before the eerrice, and Mr. Smith 
catechizes the people after the service. ' ■ 

Did the people of your estate U8iial^ attend in tifffe fof catediizing 
before service ? — Some of them ; those that had time to come. ' 

Why had not' the others time to come f— Some of the pitople ttut were 
employed in the boiling-house had to wash it down ; some of' the waiacn 
had to carry mefadi- 

ScsANMA called and aworn. Examined by Pbisoner. 

What is your name, and to what estate do yoa belong ?—Sjisapna ; Le 
Resouvenir. 

Do you attend Bethel chapel f — Yes. 

How is the top pulpit in the chapel made, t. e. when you are sitting on 
one side of the pulpit, can you see under the top' pulpit to the other side 
of thi: chapel } — The pulpit is round, and I can see. 

Do you remember tie revolt ? — Yes. 

Where were you the evening after it. began, that is, Tuesday evening I 
— I was on the estate. ' ■ 

Did you hear any noise upon the eitale that s&me evening ! — No, sir ; 
I don't.thtak I heard auy neise.. 

T. C. Hammill, a Member of tjte Court, Lieutenant of 2\sl 
Regiment Royal Jf, B, Fuaileerg, late Government Secretary, 
duly «tcorn* 
Have you ever seen this petition before ?— Yes, I have. 

Petition and Order of the Governor produced and read. 
To his Excellency, John ^Murray, Lieutenant-Governor and Con\- 
mander-io- Chief in and over the United Colony of Demeram and 
Hssei^uibo, &t. &c. &c^ 

. THE RvHBL'E PttltlOH Of JOHK SMITH, 

SnEttETH, 
That your petitioner, a missionary of the London Miuionary Society, 
residing at plantation Le Resouvenir, u desirous of extending hja ipiaif- 
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terial lAboun moM widely Bmong die Degroet on the east coast, than be 
has heretofore been able to do; that, to effect this object, he wishes ta 
erect a chapel, in which he may be pennitted to perform dirine service; 
and that he has obtfiined of John G. Reed, Esq. the gift of a piece of 
laod in frontof plantation Lowlands, aa the accompanying; letter will shew. 
Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays, that your Excellency would be 
pleased to grant permission to erect a place of worship on the said plan- 
tation Lowlands, for the accommodation of the negroes in that neighbour- 
hood, and your Petitioner, as in duty boond, will e^er pray, &c. 

Demerara, John Smith. 

r 17th, 1822. 

(Order.) 

Great coroplaiats existing against the conduct of the Petltioaei in big 
Tni— inn On the east coast, especitdly as to the hoars of his flock congre- 
gating, or his chapel being open ; and having perused a correspondence 
between the Petitioner and the burgher-captain of the district, in which 
the Petitioner has not evinced a conciliatory disposition, I cannot grant 
the prayer of this Petition, without having an oppoiftunity of satis^ing 
myself of the seasonablenesB of the Petitioner's projected system of con- 
duct with respect to this newly-intended establishment. 

King's House, (Signed) John Muskat. 

Sept 23d, 1823. By command, 

(Signed) T. C. Haumill, 
Gov. Sec. 
Was a second Petition presented by the Prisoner ?— Yes. 
Did the Petitioner call often, and how often, for an order on the second 
petition ? — He called often, but how many times I can't esactlv say. 

Did he obtain any order?— Not on the last petition, as far as my 
memory serves me. 

TWENTY-FOURTH DAY, larn NOVEMBER, 1823. 

' Thoha* Firl&tson called and mom. Examined by the 

Prisomb'r. 

What is your name, catling in life, and place of abode ?-^TboinaB Fin-' 
layson, merchant, George Town. 

Are yon acquainted with John George Abbott, manager of plantation 
Ti^lance? — YeS. 

Is this letter his htmd-writing ? — Yei. 

[Put in and read.] 
Dear Sir, Plant. Viplance, lat July, 1822. 

Your letter, hy Strephon, I have received, and in answer 
beg leave to inform you what caused him to abscond. He Was ordered 
as watchman to our middle path bridge, *on Friday night last, and in 
place of acting conformable to his orders, he went caronsing, in conse- 
quence of which the bridge was much injured ; finding that the case, he 
took himself o£F. , 

Stre[rfioa transgressed at a very early }*eriod after my tak- 
ing over the management of this property ; but I roust acknowledge that 
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he has lately behaved verjr^wall, and I wai never more astaniahed thair 
when be was letamed as an absentee. 

There is seldom a Sunday morning diat hunaelf and seTe- 
ral others do not come and ask permission to attend service, which I 
make it a rule never to refuse, in the full conviction that it must prove 
beneficial to some of them, I cannot say all. The pardon you ask for 
Strephon, sir, I, of course, shall grant, and I hope you will see the yxfi- 
tice of yoiir admonition ^d wholesome advise. 

An answer will oblige, 
Rev. John Smith, Youfs respectfally, 

Le Resouvenir. .(Signed) Jornr G. Abbott. 

EuziBETH called andrnxmi; Examined by the Prisoner. 

What is your name, and to what estate do you belong? — My name U 
Elizabeth, I belong to plantation Industry. 

Do you remember the evening of the revolt? if yea, did you see Mrs. 
Smith after sl}e returned from Mr. Hamilton's house on that evening? — 
I remember; I saw when she came from' Mr. Hamilton's house. 

Wjlien j/ott saw Quamina viith Mr. and Mrs. Smith, on the Wednesday 
evemng auHng the revolt, was the door through which Quamina had 
gone mto the house, open or shut ? — It was open. 

Was Mrs. Smith alone the first time when she returned, or was Mr. 
Smith with her? — Mrs. Smith came home first, she then sent Romeo to 
cf]} Mr. Smith. . 

Did she go back herself again, or did she wait until Mr. Smith came T 
— She went back to Mr. Hamilton's house. 

Was Mrs. Smith frightened ? — Yes, she was frightened, and when she 
came home she was crying. 

When you saw Quamina go into Mr. Smith's house, on Wednesday 
evening, did Mr. Smith shut the door? — When Quamina went in I did 
not see the door shut. . . 

Whilst Quamina was thei;e, was the door shut or open ? — It. was open ; 
(the back door and the hall door was open.) (She does not know any thing 
about the doors— hy Interpreter.) 

Where were ynu when you saw Quamina nith Mr. and Tfin. Smith ?— r 
|n the kitchen. 

Did Quamina go in at the front door or bade door?— rl did not see him 
■go in at the back door ; bat I saw him come out at tbe back ,door. 

Did Mr. Smith keep prayers every night? if vea, wher^ ?— r- Yes, somer 
times in the house, and sometimes in the church. 

When he had prayers in the house, was the hall-door usually shut or 
open? — Sometimes it was shut, and sometimes it was open. 

Had Mr. Smith prayers that niglA that Qiiaouna was tliere ?-i— Yes^ 
after Quamina went away. 

Alexander SiiiPaOK called and tworn. Examined hy the . 
Prisoner. 

What is your name, calling in life, and place of residence ?~*AIexaii.- 
der Simpaan, Le Reduit, proprietor of tbat estate and Montrose, captaijf 
^n Demera^a cavtdry. 
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' I>o'you know the Prnonei ? if yeft, ftbo aneaUd hiibl — ^I d4; 1 did, 
at the request of Captain M'Turt, coBuuvniciAed to me by lieutenant 
Ntfrse,' on the Slat of An^t la>L 

Do Tflu know nptm what grounds the Priuner was arreitedl — On 
ThoTB^ I ballad at Capt. M'Tark's post, at Felicity ; 1 stated to Capt. 
H'Turk that it had a veiy bad appearance that the panm and his wife 
renialnad on an estate where the negroea were aU, to a min, io a state of 
revolt ; and that they could not remain there, his wife especially, unleas 
they were in callusioD with tbeae negroes so rerolted ; that as he, Capt. 
M'Tu^, was die bui^her-officer of the district, it more property came 
under hia department to have them removed from the eetale ', but tfaat if 
he would not do so, I would, by my own authority ; Capt. M'Turk said 
he would do so. 

Was the Prisoner required or wanted as a aoldlert— I did not hear 
diat he Was; he stated that he would not, or rather could not, serve in 
a military capacity; but I never required him. 

When you arreated the Prisoner, what was his behaviour? — He sub- 
mitted immediately ; made use of no offensive laogiiage ; said, if 1 must 
submit, I will if you .order me. 

' Were Dr. H'Turk and the Prisoner upon good terms ? — Ho ; to my 
knowledge they were not. . 

UfOHwhatdo j/fM foKn4 that knowUdge? — Oi^cied toby the. Covrl; 
Notprested, 

.farther Papertf or lAc&ieet ofBaptiimj were here put in and 
read,Jrom 
W. Haove - - - W. O. Nassau. 
R. Mdhbay - - Lu»gntui. 

JoHK Barker - - — * -— 

John Abbott - - Frieadahip. 
John Tulloh - - Endraght. 
JosEFd Kellt • - MonRepos. 
Bf. M'KiHNOK • - Demeraia. 



C. f.MlLNE! 

CoLiR Campbeii, - Cnnming'B Lodge. 

Jakes T«dd - - ■ ■■ — — — 

ifr. t>. CoocHMAK - Vidlance. 

JtiHK M'Bean - - BeUefidd. 

JoBK Stewart - - " 



[The PttisoHEa'a Ezamimtm of his Witnesses here desed.} 
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TWENTY-FIFTH DAY, Uth NOVt:MBER, 1825. 

Iflltr. PtlBBlDEKT, AKO GENTLBHEKt 

1 ha»e fabw closed my defence, and will, by perniissioD of th« 
Court, offer a few obserraUenS upon the evidence adduced by me, ia sup* 
ITOTl of h. In doing this I will follow the order of the defence, dividing 
my obsETVBtiohay accordingly, into three heads. 

WiUi respect to the fir^t charge, ) shall not say much; as I consider 
the evidence, on that head, so clear and satisfac^ry, as to leave no doubt 
upon die nrfnd of ahy unpre^udioed person, that it has been, not only 
not made out, but tiiat it hes teen completely disproved. I will, there* 
fore, emtent teyself with simply referring to the different sub-divbions, 
which I think embrace all lite points contaiaed in that charge, and note 
the evidence applic&ble tb each. 

My ^rttltaiiDary renlarki are, in those cases in which it was necessary 
for Die to adduce evidence, I trust, supported. 1. By the instnic- 
ttons frbn the Misdonary Society: 2, by H^ Van Coolen and the 
iastnicilknifc t 3t bt H- Van Cooten, j. Stewart, and Richard Elliot; by 
my JoaTttal and Bristol ; 4, by Folly, Mars, and London ; by Bristol, 
Jason, and Azot; 6, by the instructions by the Reverend Wiltshire 
Stantoa Austin, Rit^rd Elliot, and John Davies ; 6, by my instrnc- 
tiafis ; 7, by Azor, Bill, London, Philip, Mary Chisholm, Mars, Romeo, 
and otbMai 

The/ltsx iMsloJi of the first ofaaf^ requires no evidence. 

The second, " that I have endeavoured to mislead the negroes, by mis- 
" interpreting ancf perverting; the sciiptwes," is disproved by Romeoi 
Bristol, Azory JaBon, Mary Chisholm, and by London in particular. 

The ^Mrd^ '! tiiat of taking uloney and presents from lite negroes," it 
is true, has been proredk But they were given voluntarily, of their own 
free ttilt and accord, as many of the witnessea have proved. The 
moltey' ctdlected it tlic sabrament was applied, as Jason has proved, 
in purchasing brettd and wine, and candles. The,i|ioney collected for 
the Miseio»fffy Society was regularljr remitted, tlie planters knew of 
tlie cdleedibaB, and^ not only allowed it, but mauy of them were contri- 
butors, a9 ^iarei by Hl Van Cboten, John Stewart, and John HamiltOQ. 

4tbly.^It hAs been establisfaed, thfit the sale of the Bibles was 
ordered b^ A€ Bible Society; and Mr. Davies has proved, that be 
charged atthA same rate fot thbse he sold. 1 took no unfair advantage 
of any negro or other person in the sale of either the Bibles or other 
bool». Neii0titftflin3tanbe,that I sometimes sold the Bibles at half-price. 

athJy.— " That I have intisrf*r6d with their treatinent." Not a singl* 
instance tif intetfeiQnce has been produced, but evidence to the contrary 
has been brought forwerrd by me lb my Journal, and by Mr. Austin; 
iadtipeBdeAUy of Briatol's evifftnce on this head. 

6thIy.-^ThM I ha*e tatO^t Aem Vo disobey their ipasters. This is 
disproved by Bristriy Homto, Jannr, Mars, and Muy Chisholm, herself 
aA o#ner'i}f sltrrf»^ 

7thly.^-That 1 have taught then it was sinful tffwork ot go to mark^ 
oh ft SuA4ay. Vpim iMs head I think ithas been satit&ctorily sfiewn, 

. ,,Coo^[c 



tty the eriflence of Romeo, Jason, Bristol, and Hanud, tbat thongh I 
taught the negioes, in obedience to the commandment of Ood, to keep 
holy the Sabbath, yet, that I invariably advised them to a dutiful sub- 
miuion in performiDg their work, if aasiirned them, even on a Sunday. 
. Before I enter upon the first part of the secdnd and the third charges 
together, I cannot omit commenting upon some parts of the evidence 
introdaced on the first chai^ ; becaaae from it, it will appear what my 
condoct hsB ever been, and, therefore, that it was impoutble for me to 
have been ruitty of the third and of the second part of the sec(»id and 
the fourth Miarzes, unless I had. become suddenly insensible to every 
obligution, moral and divine. 

It is evident, from the evideoce, that I have always acted with the 
greatest uprightness and integrity ; that I have gone further, and con- 
ducted myself with pmdence and caution, from ^e time of mj arrival in 
the colony to the revolt; nay, Hamilton proves, that even m the very 
midst of the attack on his house, 1 hastened to his assistance, and 
uaed all the means I possessed, in his favor ; that 1 exhorted the negroes 
to be quiet — it was all I could do. 

All the' negroes, both for the prosecution and defence, who .were 
questioned on ^is point, agree, that I always taught them to he obedient 
to their masters, endto submit themselves toaliin anthority over them; 
not an incKvidual exception is ther« to this train of evidence My 
journal, read from page to page, will not disclose any single passage 
emanating from' bed feeling towards any individual. The yices and 
follies of some may have therein been reprobated ; but, even the repro- 
bation of those persoqs was confined to myself; I did not commit, in 
many instances, even their names to paper. 

The certificates, from the various propiietors and managers of Ihe 
estates on the west ccastj-abundantly shew, that, even in the performance 
of the rite of baptism, I was peculiarly cautious, with respect to the 
characters I admitted into my cotigregaiion. George Donaldson states, 
that " as the pass given was not sufiBcient, he would give another." 
Nicholas Van Cooten says, that " finding I was wishful of soma testi- 
" mony of the negro's character, he therefore recommended." But 
had the negroes been excited to ^lisobedience by me, would I have 
required testimoniais of character, before I bestowed upon them, what 
they considered a valuable acquisition. These facta ceriainly carry with 
them conviction that I never did and never could intend, eiuier directly 
or indirectly, any the least injury to their owners, to the govemmeni, 
or to tliemselve«. With this oonviction, I will enter upon the first part of 
the second, and the third charge. 

It has been attempted, and, in fact, the whole drift of the prosecution 
of the charges, and of the questions of the Prosecutor, was to shew that 
the religious negroes were the most refractory and rebellious. What 
^o die certificates of baptism say? That only they were recommended 
by their ownen, mwiagers, or overseers, who behaved well, who were 
weil-disposed, and who were thought worthy of reward. Do not all 
these proors, tnm even interested parties, clearly demonstrate, that the 
efi^ct of rehgious instruction was beneficial? independently -of this, the 
witnesses, n. Van Cooten himself, a proprietor of one, and attorney 
of another large estate, and John Stewart, tmwilUng aa he was to 



139 

aiuwet my questions, have sworb, that the religious negroes were the 
most obedient in general. ' Every planter, every master can teli how 
very unlractable and unruly is a dissatisfied negro. He will not be 
obedient. The'eeries of Written evidence prores that those negroes 
who were allowed to attend Ae chapel, conducted themselves in a duti- 
ful manner. 

Should any object that the certificates relate to the characters of 
negroes previous to their becoming christians, Mr. Haig's note will be 
a satisfactory answer; I quote from memory — He says, " [ have hitherto 
" refused to give such and such negroes a certificate of character, in 
" consequence of some that were baptized by Mr. Wray, behaving amiss. 
" But, as thev now behave better, I comply with their request, and re- 
" commend tnem to you as well-disposed people " Thus, I think, the 
very reverse of the first charge (that 1 have as hx as in me lay, promoted 
discontent and dissatisfaction in the minds of the negroes, thereby in- 
tmdkig to excite them to break out in open revolt and rebellion against 
the lawful authority, &c.) is manifest. 

Dr. M'Turk's evidence is, of itself, sufficient to condemn itself; but 
the (estimony of Messrs. Hamilton and Simpson is conclusive against 
lum. 

It is a bold assertion, but not more bold than true, that there is not a 
single negro-witness upon any material point, either in support of the 
second and third and fourth charges, or in support of the defence, who 
is not either contradicted by himself, or by some other witness. In some 

r of his evidence, Bristol contradicts himself; he is also contradicted 
Emanuel, Seaton, Peter, Shute, Marj' Chiaholm, and Charlotte. 
Emanuel (or Manuel) is contradicted by Bristol, Seaton, Mr. Stewart, 
Mr. Elliot, Mary Chisholm, and Bill. Seaton is contradicted by Bristol, . 
Peter, Shute, and Charlotte. Peter is contradicted by Bristol, Seaton, 
and Shute. Shute is contradicted by Bristol, Seaton, and Peter. Char* 
lotte is contradicted by Peter and Shute — Ankey is contradicted by 
Elizabeth ;. and Elizabeth is contradicted by Ankey, Dora, and Mr. 
Hamilton. 

Bristol Contradicted. 

Says he is a deacon, and one of Bristol himself says he cannot 
the du^es of the deacons is, to in- read, 
struct candidates for baptism, and 
to teach them to read. 

He was not at the middle path Manuel says Bristol was present 

of Success on the 17th of August, at the meeting in the middle path 

of Success, on the 17th of August. 

He stayed a little while after the Mary Chisholm says, the congre- 

noon service near the chapel, from gation on that day went quick 

whence' he went direct to Mr. away; that Quamina followed them 

Smith's' house with Quamina on directly fromthechapel, thatBristol 

the 17th. followedQuamina;andBristolhinf 

selfsaySithathewasinMr. Smith's 

house talking about his little girl, 

when Quamina came in. 

Mi. Smith told the negroes if Bristol himself says, Mr. Smith 
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tbm ran away, they muit Uke care 
and not let them catch them again. 

Did not see an; body else pre- 
sent during Qu&mina's convena- 
tion with Mr. Smith in hie preaence 
on the 17th; and malces out, that 
he vaa only once at Mr. Smith's 
house OD that day. 



He never heard the people talk 
about any one else fightipg, but 
the Jews or Israelites. 

All and every one of the doors 
were ahut during the Bacrament. 



He >ay8, afl^r be left Mr. Smitk's 
house after service, be went to the 
chapel, from thence home. 

When we went in, Quamina ask- 
ed Mr. Smith if any freedom had 
come out for them? Mr. Smith said 
no. 

' Jack and Joseph were speaking; 
Tery much about it, i. e. freedom, 
and that they wanted to take it by 
force. 



Mr. Smith said to Quamina, the 
soldiers will be more strong than 
you. 

Ur. Smith told Quamina^ he had 
better go and tell the people, and 
christians particularly, they had 
better have nothing to llo with it. 

Quamina said, be would drive 
all the while people and make 
tbem go to town. 



Quamina said, the white people 
m^ tO| be driven to town, because 



never encouraged any n«TO to ran 
away, and punished ¥^ for so 

Peter, Shute, Seatoij, and Char- 
' lotte prove, that Fetei; Shute ai)d 
Seaton were widi Quamina and 
Bristol on that daj at Mr. Smith's 
house ; and, as Bristol says he was 
there only once, it must, of course, 
have been on "that very oc/;asion; 
and Shute says, Bristol came to. 
call him and Peter. 

Bristol says, he has heard of th^ 
French and EngliBh fitting, Arom 
' people all about. 

Bristol says, the little door iif 
the gallery was open, and the 
little door of the gallery communi- 
cating with the body of the chapel 
was alao open. 

Man.uel saySj Bristol came, b^k 
to the middle walk at five o'clock. 

Seato^ says, he was present at' 
the commencemeot of the ^onver- 
satioHj and nothing w^s s^d ffbou^ 
freedom having cone oi^t., 

Peter answers to the. question 
by the Court, " Did you hear any 
" thing about Jack qnd Joseph 1" 
" No, |ir."— " Did you hear Jack 
" and Joseph's, names mentioned 
*' at all ? — " No, air, he did npt 
" call any body's name." 

Peter is auied hy the Court, 
" Did you hfigr Mr- Smith, say any 
" thin^ about the soldiers %" Hp 
answers — " No," 

Peter is ask^ by tha Court, 
" Did Mr. Smith s^ any thing 
" about the christiani.t His answer 
ia— " Nothing." 

Bristol, in hi* crossrCiamination 
says, it was the m^nagera who 
. ware to be driven to tgwn. Peter 
sayp Quam'na said, he would drive 
all them managers from th^ estate,s 
to the Court ; Shute also say a it was 
the managera. 

Peter Bays, Quamina said, " they 
' were to.driv^ thf;mjtpa£en.lo the 
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the DAgroeb' &w>diw hM aan« 



Says, diree Sundays before the 
var came, -be and Quamina went 
to Kx. Sqiith'B house, &nd then he 
relates a conversatioE vhich he 
says occurred; and, amongst other 
tbin^, that Quamina asked the ' 
pi^rson and said, 1 anderstand that 
Mr. Stewart a^iij Mr. Cort came 
here ott Fri4ay. By this it would 
appear, that Mr. Cqit ^nd Stewut 
had cidled, upon it\e on the Sd of 
August 

He is then asked, " Did the 
parson say any thing about Jack 
and Joseph?" and though just be- 
fore he could not recollect any 
more, d^i had added, it is on paper 
taken down by Mr. Smith and M<. 
Croal ; yet he immediately remem- 
bers a t^le about Jack and. Joseph. 

He hfard of this revolt about a 
month, and abalf tjefore it 



He is asked who was present 
when the parson said, if your master 
bad any work for you to do on 
Sunday,, it is your duty, to tell him 
that ^nday is God's day. He 
answers, " Joe, Jack of Dochfour, 
Bristol, and Bill."' 

That when be went with Qua- 
mina to my house, he went in the 
kitchen to get water to drink. 

Bristol was at tile meeting in the 



" Court, to see what v'u the bast 
" thing they couM obtain for the 
" tterei." Sbute was aakod,." did 
" Quamina say what he was going 
" to drive the managers down for ?" 
He answered — " They must come 
" down to makeagoQdlaw,and give 
" them (the negroes) a day or two." 
Contradicted. 
Mr. Stewart and Mr. Elliot prove, 
that Mr. Cort and Mr. Stewajt did 
not come to. me until' the Qth. of 
August." 



Utbia bfi true,TTby. should Bristol 
also state, that on tbe I7th Qu»- 
minatold me that Jach and Jowolh 
wanted to take theii f^^om by 
force. Bnatdl is contradjcted, and 
so would Emanuel- b^e be^R, bad 
he stated there was ajiy one present. 
I never saw tfa^ qtan wHb qe withoQt 
Quamina upon any such sulyaot. 

All the nitneasfii prove that it 
was only determined upoDkOntbe 
I7th of August, the day before it 
broke out ; and he is then asked, 
" did any one disclose to you the 
" time that the revolt was to break 
" out?" He answers, " O yea, 
" plenty of people fiom Mahaica 
" side in ihe niiddJie. vgaJk, oC Suft- 
" cess." 

Bill and Briatc^ ace both, point- 
edly 3»k^d whether Utey, ^er lieapd 
me say so, and declaim, thej.wtf 
did. 



Ch&rlotie proved, that, no water 
was ever kept in_ the. kitchen to 
drink. 

Bristol says, he was not at the 
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Soccau middle -path, canm away 
with Quamina to me, and returned 
to the meeting about fire o'clock. 



Seatov 
Sayi, he «u only once at Hr. 
Smith'shoaEeonthelTthofAag^st, 
•and that, on that occasion, Bristol 
and Quamina were present; and 
that only Bristol was present with 
QaamioB and himself at that time. 



I left Mr. Smith's house without 
any one with me, I fell in with 
Emajiuel ia the way. 

After I heard that, meaning a 
conversation between Quamina and 
Mr. Smith, Quamina told me to go 
to the nUiddle walk of Snccess with 
Emanuel ; I went and flopped the 
people till he came. 

Was present with Quamina and 
Mr. Smith in Mr. Smith's house 
-only once on that Sunday, and 
that was afler service, before he 
went to the middle walk of Suc- 
cess ; the meeting at the middle 
walk took place at two o'clock. 



meetingin the Success middle path ; 
Sealon swears, that he left Bristol 
at Mr. Smith's, and did not see 
Bristol at the middle walk on that 
day, but that Manuel went with 
him to the middle walk. 

Contradicted. 

Peter, Shute, and Charlotte, 
prove that Peter and Shute were 
preseut in Mr. Smith's honse, with 
Quamina, Bristol, and Seaton, on 
the 1 7th of August; and as Seaton 
swears that he was diere only once, 
they must have been present on 
that occasion. 

Peter, Shute, and Charlotte, 
swear that Seaton left my house in 
compan; with Bristol, Quamina^ 
Shute, and Peter. 

In addition to the above, Peter 
is asked, " Was Seaton with you 
the whole time of that conve 
tioQ." — He answers, " Yes." 



Mary Chisholm says, she saw 
Quamina follow the congregation 
towards Success; it was between 
three and four, when Mr. Smith 
left talking to Dora; Charlotte says, 
when Quamina, Seaton, &c, were 
there, she was bnngiog in the dii^- 
ner, and that 1 dined that day be- 
tween four and 6Te o'clock. Peters 
when he, Seaton, &c. were in Mr. 
Smith's house the table was laid for 

Contradicted btf Charlotte, Peter, 
and SKute. 



Seaton sayi, tlu meeting at Suc- 
'eeu middle waik brvke up between 
three atuijour o'clock; that he then 
returned viilh Quamina to Mr. 
Smith, but did not go into Mr. 
■&mlh'i home. 

Two of the toittuites, BriOnl ' Peter and Shute say, the object 
and SeiUon, state that the expreu of Qaawi^s coming, kos to tell 
object of Quamvufe coming to me me they were going to drive the 
on the nth of August was, to in- maaagen to town, to,see what they 
quire , about a paper which had could do for the slaves, 
come from home. 

Pbtkr Contradicted- 

Statei a conversation whiph he By Bristol, Shute, and Seaton, 
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Baya pasied on the 17thof Au|;u«t, not one of vliom relUes the coor 
between myself and Quamina, and venation in he saine way. 
that there were three othera pre- 
sent, viz. Bristol, Shute, and Sea- 
ton. 

The parson said, , Quamina do Shnte lays the parsoa said, vou 
you. hear tbisi and that Quamina muitnotdothat,Qu'amica; and he 
answered, " Yes." said, " Yfes, 1 wUl see, sir." 

Shute Contradicted. 

Says, Qnamina said to Mr. Smith, Neither Bristol, Seaton, ' nor 

be was going to diire all the ma- Pet«r, bear this witness ont, and 
DBgera down: and, upon being more especially with respect to Ae 
asked, " Did Quamina say what " day or two for ^emsehes." 
he was going to drive the managers 
down fori he answers, " That they 
" must,comedown tom^eagood . 
law, and give them, the Dagroes, a 
day or two for themselves. 

Is. this evidence sufficient to convict any individual of an offence, 
roach more one of so high a nature as that with which I stand charged? 
It is true, that it would seem as though these various tales had some 
foundation. I have stated clearly in the defehce, the simple facts from 
which all these various tales have sprung.- Men. who cannot remember 
simple facts, such as knowing whether any one was present during a 
conversation, oj whether they left a house alone or in company with 
another, are not likely to be very accurate in the narradon of a conver- 
sation. Which of these witneBses is the one to be believed ? they are all 
alike, they are all at variance with each o^er ; and whether one is to be 
selected in preference to the reet, or all are to be discredited, is a matter 
to be determined solely by the Court. 1 think I have shewn, that it will 
require at least some discrimination to discover the one worthy jpf any 
credit. They cannot all be believed, no two of them can be believed 
together ; Uiree of them have certainly made use of the word drive, it was 
not the word that Quamina used to me, and how the negroes have got 
bold of it is obvious to every one. They have drivers, who drive them 
to their work, the word is more familiar to them than any other word, 
they have used it among themselves, and now they hesitate not to assert, 
under oath, that Qaamina used it to me i but let me remark, that, under 
the same oath, they have asserted other parts of the conversation, which 
unfortunately for themselves, are contradicted by each oUier, in every 
way possible. 

Seaton and Bristol state, they were standing in the back gallery, and 
I was in the hall at some distance from them, when Quamina made his 
communication. This renders it highly improbable, that the conversa- 
tion with Quamina should produce any efiect on my mind ; fur it was 
certainly.a strange mode of making so important a communication, to be 
standing at a dislatce, which would necessarily require a louder tone of 
voice than ordinary. 

It appears also highly improbable, that a communication of so serious 
a nature should be made m the hearing of Mrs. Smith and four men, 
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irtra ««« MamlitTg Max him. tf he Itiid ui; tMtt^ ttbMit tftrrlng Uife 
managers Of vhtte people to to^n, it was nbt in Mjf heailAg. What 
passed between me and Quamina was ito a load tout bf vbice, and beard, 
though not heeded, by Mrs. Smith ; she being «t the that Attehding to 
other concerns. 

I han idKailT> in mr defence, sutcd kll AM pttsfeea Khlife ta the 
intttter in qaestion. Hijw ftr A* evidetice, fivetted ot ibt itrcohsSrt- 
enciea and ^otitradictioias, bears fbe out, I must leave to the judgftient 
of the Court. 

The evidence, *■ faict, is each as to rtodef it unfioaBiUe (or any cmi! to 
My, Ihatt from it don«, the real truth can be ascertained. That negVoM 
ai« not TCTbaily accorate in general, is not oaly well Inowa and prarsr^ 
bial, but hb besn-pTored by H. Van Cottten, a resident adotiig theln for 
fifty years. He swears he would not intrust eren a Conmim Eoeangt 
to the memory of any one of them, for ten to ftUC if they would carry it 
correctly, though some might do so. I need not t^ Hai Court, we do 
not want suppositions, but positive assertions in a case of this mtun t 
negroes may speak to facts, but in their notions af time, and in verbal 
accuracy, they are miserably deficient ; and, even had there been no 
positive evidence Ofi this point, it would h&Ve bffib apparent, ttOm the . 
evidence <ff the negroes, both fbr the prosec^utidn and (^tence. 
' The whole conreraation occupied but two or three midutea, and t had 
no touceptioH that even negroes were so fiditubus as to ha've chofieu 
each a time and such a manuer to have given ibfonuatioti \lpia ktij 
serious subject t I did not consider it as inf<»matlt>n, 6t I afatiuld hikve' 
fecud accordingly. 

My Letltr to Jaciey. 

T hate dTead>r Statri in ffiy defeACe, that It «aa Jdcley's dote AM 
first made me attach any consequence to what Quahiiba said M the pM- 
eedine day. His obserratian about sending the ttishfrgefs to tAWii, to 
get the new law, was made «ith good-humour. None of Ae otb<tf 
negrOea present spoke a syllable, except, how are you master? Mid 
" mod bye master." JacVey's note stniclc me With fear and terror. 

In addition, however, I must observe upon Mt. StBwart's evident. 
Re proves that I communicated to him, unasked, the circunifttattce of 
Quamina's coming to ask me about the report of Medotn ; he iay«, t 
stated that tever<d negroes had made tbe'enquiry ; I djd not say smeHlf, 
I mentioned only Quamina, for he was the only one. / nros iu>t alhtotd 
to rebut this part of Mr. Stewart's evidence, or thi Hoitne^i Eltiof eoM 
Aoee t&RG' it;* still, from the unwillingneaB of the witness Stewart to an' 
swer, and frwn the circumstance of his denying having hearf of ttnf 
rumour or report of the idea of freedom having got among the negroes ; 
and denying that he knew any acts of discontent or dis!tati«ractibil 
among the negroes previously to the revolt; and afterwards adttltling 
ftat he told me of the negroes of Le Resotvenir having laid Aottti thelf 
tools and gone aback ; it is evident, that he had every inclination t6 ^^ 
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^i«e the truth. The word " several," being; then introduced by siwh » 
witnees, caanot be attended to. Stewart's and EUiot'i evidence, how- 
ever, prove that I made no secret of that knowledge. For it was totd 
freely by me, to Mr. Slewart, Mr. Cort, and Mr. Elliot, the last of whom 
told it to Mr. .Newton, a member of the Court of Policy, in my presence. 
Was this the behaviour of a man plotting aad conspirinf; ? Had I had. 
the least idea of the revolt, I most. assuredly should h^ve made it known,, 
but I had not; Jackey's note brought before me what Quamina said^ 
in a light in which I had not viewed it before, and therefore it was that,, 
hurried and anxious, I- wrote a note, the meaning of which appeared 
ambiguous until explained. 

My not going' over immediately to Dr. M'Turk's, is explained by the 
evidence of Guildford, who says, that he went away just as the bud was 
down. At that season of the year, the sun sets at as near six as possi-. 
ble; there are not as much as twenty minutes twilight in this country ; 
ye^, after Guildford went awny, Mrs. Smith and myself went to walk a 
. little bit in the middle walk, according to Elizabeth. When Hamilton 
saw tta, as he says, it was in the gloaming, after he was attacked : what 
time was there for communication ? Besides, the inclosure in Jackey's 
note to me said the negroes were to be^n at the Thomas, a distance of 
seven miles from Le Resouvenir. How then was it possible for me, in 
so short a space of time, to come to a determination as to the steps to 
be taken, particularly as I had my wife to protect? indeed, there was no- 
time even for reflection. 

On Ike last Charge. 

Romeo^ one of the wttnesies for the prosecution, says, that he cfune ta 
visit me on the Tuesday evening after the revolt, (i.e.) on the 19th of 
Aug;uBt, and that I expressed awish to see Quamina or Bristol. No one 
but Mrs. Smith being with me that evening, I could not bring forward a. 
witness to prove that he did not come to me that evening ; but I have 
proved, that the circumstance which he said occasioned his coming to 
me, never occurred. He said, I went to visit Mr. Smith in the evenmg, 
seeing the negroes were -making a great noise,. an!d my heart was 
uneasy. 

Both Charlotte and Susanna have proved, that there was no noise on 
the- estate that evening. I deny that he came to me that evening ; and I 
further deny, that, after the revolt, I expressed any wish to see eidiet 
Quamina or Bristol. . 

"With respect to my seeing Quamina on the Wednesday, the only on6 
of theithree circumstances apparently militating against me, which was 
capable of being disproved, has been so, by Elixabeth. Ankey (Antje) 
si^ears, " Quamma went in at the back door, and, as he entered, Mrs. 
" Smith shut the door." " Eliaabcth sweare, " she saw Quamina with 
" myself and wlfe^ andthat the back door was open all the time Qua- 
" mma was with us." Elizabeth swears, she was in the kitchen, and yet 
we-talked.so.loud that she could hear us; not a very natural tone of voice 
this, for a conspirator, and aider and aasister of sedition and rebellion : 
nqr was, it very natural, that the door should have been left ^len. 
AnVey (Antje) was asked, " if Mrs. Smith appeared anxious that Kitt} 
" Stewart should go over? ihe answered, the could not tell ; but that^ 
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Mn. Smith stood over and bid her to go with me." Kitty Stewart's evi- 
dence girea a very different colour to this : but, as I have already said, 
I knew nothing of these circumBtances, noi can they affoct me. The 
third circumstance is related by Elizabeth; Elizabeth said, the revolt 
beg^n at seven ; Dora and Mr. Hamilton, the latter of whom must cer- 
tainty be credited in preference to the others, with respect to time, from 
circumstances, fix the attack of the revolted negroes to somewhere 
about a quarter of an hour after sis. On that evening, it would have 
been dark at twenty minutes after six : yet, when the negroes revolted, 
it was so light as to allow Mr. Hamilton and D(»ra to ascertain persona 
at the distance of sixty to eighty roods ; I do, therefore, on tJiis last 
charge, still persist that I am innocent It has not been shewn that 
Quamina was a retwl ; even if the Court should come to the detereunfr- 
tion that that is unnecessary, still I must insist ihat proof of my fmoto- 
ing Aun to have been a rebel is tfeceuary. 

I must observe, that it Is impossible' to aome to a conclusion upon any 
one of the charges, without taking the whole evidence into considera- 
tion. If this be done, it is manifest, that neither myself nof tpy doc- 
trines were the cause of the revolt ; that my name, as connected with the 
conduct of the revolted negroes, was not even mentioned by ady of them. 
Mr; Austin declares, he went up amongst them prejudiced against me, 
yet he in his examination says, "I must add, that in no one instance, 
" among my numerous inquiries, did it appear that Mr. Smith had beeii 
" in any degree instrumental to the insurrection." Lieutenant-CQlooel 
Leahy, who was in command of the whole coast, was amidst the negTbes 
on every occasion, andhad every circumstance worthy of notice convened 
to him ; says, " I don't recollect hearing the Prisoner's name mentioned 
" till I came to town." Take then Hamilton's evidence, that of Stewart, 
Elliot, and Davies ; and what will not tb^ t^dmony wei^ against '*. 
number of ignorant negroes, under the influence of their masters ; under 
the fear of punishment for tiieir conduct ; and, therefore, glad to throw 
blame upon any one, rather than allow it to remain with themselves, as it 
really does ; contradicting themselves, contradicting each other ; and no 
two of whom agree in any material point. One would think diat Qus^ 
mina's motive for driving the.white people to town, would have besil 
remembered by four persons present, when he assigned it; yet Bristol 
says, "it was because the negroes' freedom had copie out." Peter, "to see 
the Court, to get the new law ;" Shute, " to geti something good for the 
negroes, and two or three days ;" and Seaton does not say any thing m 
this point, assigning a direct falsehood, that he was not present. 

Bristol and Jason, witnesses called by me to prove when I read ^lont 
Moses and Pharaoh, say about two or three months before the revolt; 
these witnesses could not read; London, however, who could read, 
whose knowledge was tried by the Court, proved that it was two yean 
ago, the time stated by me in my defence, lliis is sufficient to flb*w; 
how inaccurate is neg^o evidence in general. 

Add to all this, the scantiness of the evidence against me,- Botvrith- 
standing the immense exertions that have been nsea to procnre it;- tlial 
my defence was written before my counsel had seen the wrtniesBM, 
except two, and written on my own consciousness of innocencei diat 
. many of my questions have been bold, ereit to nsliiMM,: koM mK$ oftei 
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thananinnocent man; and jet me ask, what evidence befor» the C(ntrti» 
it, that is eufficieat to condemn me T 
I Oentlemeai t hare done ; to you my caee is now confided; whatever 
may be joor determination, I do, as a minister of the gospel, in the pre- 
sence of my God, most solemnly declare my innocence. 

(Signed) JoiiK SMtHH. 



TWENTY-SlXTH DAY, 18th NOVEMBER, 1823. 

The Prosecutor, though alUnixd from Friday till Tuesday, to prepare 
kit Reply, stated, that some accidental circumstancei had oocurred, to 
prevent kimfrom delivering it this day. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY, 19th NOVEMBER, 1823. 

Mr. President, and OESTLBHEti of the Court Martial. 

lite Prisoner havings closed his defence, the task of reviewing the evi- 
dence notr devolves on me, in consequence of the absence of my learned 
fnend, the Judge-Advocate-General. Icannot.but regret, in unison with 
what I am aware must be the feeling of the Court, that the iadispositioD 
of the judge-advocate should have thrown this arduous tusk on one%o 
KttJe able to discharge it properly, and so new to such proceedings as 
myself; but 1 rely. Gentlemen, on your sense of the difficulties I have 
to contend with ; and, above all, on a continuance of your kind indulgence 
' to excuse the numberless imperfections of this reply ; and I trust you 
will patiently bear with me whilst I endeavour, without further preface, 
and with as much cbnciseneas as time and circumstances will permit, 
to go throngfa Ae principal and leading facts proved in the' prosecution, 
and the points urged m the defence. 

It appears in evidence, diat the Prisoner commenced his labours as a 
Missionary at plantation Le Resourenir, on the east coast of this colony, 
early in the year ^817, under special instructions from the London Mis- 
sionary Society ; warning him that he was sent here not for the purpose 
of attempting any alteration in the temporal condition, or any inter- 
ference widi flie political state of the slaves, bu^simply and solely for 
the great end of instructing the negioes in the pure doctrines of our holy 
religion ; and it is worthy of remark, as connected with this case, that 
tbes^ instructions direct his attention entirely, 1 might perhaps say es- 
clnsively, to the plain truths of the gospel, and never glance at or allude 
even most distantly to the Old Testament. 

The Prisoner, however, feeling, as he avows, an aversion to slavery, 
soon foi^t these precepts, and the great and ostensible object of bis 
mission, and seems to'have directed his whole attention to obtain over 
the minds of his hearers an undue influence, and gradually to dissolve 
the tie that bonnd the slave to his master. The Prisoner, in his defence, 
'accuses the judge-advocate, who opened the case, with having gone, in 
hift^ statement on this head, far beyond the charges, and having adduced 
evidence wholly irrelevant to them. In answer to this accnsation against 
my learned friendi I shall content myself with referring to the statement 
itself, and I am convinced the perusal of it will shew that the judge-advo- 
cate, from the most honourable motives, has refrmned from saying much 
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he might have itiid, and from paiatiog the conduct cf the Pritoner is 
the strong coIoutb which he might have employed. 

The charge of bringing forward irrelevant evidence it easily made, 
but it would have been letter to alledge some instance of this, to enable 
us to judge of the truth of the accusation ; this not having been done, it 
would be fighting a shadow to attempt a refutation. 

I am me\l aware, gentlemen^ that the evidence, on the first charge, 
is very disuse; but,Imugtbeg that you will, at the same time, remem- 
ber the tenor of the charge, and the difficulties inseparable from any 
attempt to establish it. These difficulties exist, and are inherent in the 
very nature and essence of the crime chareed. The prosecutor is called 
on to prote, by legal evidence, that a missionary of the eospel has sown, 
amongst his negro flccic, the seeds of dissatisfaction, wlUi intent to rouse 
them to rebellion. 

The crime presupposes great secresy aod great caution, for the crimi- 
nal is ^aced vi a situation of extreme delicacy, ^ere one false step, one 
precipitate movement, either on his own part or on the part of the negroes, 
% may at once ruin all his projects. He must hold out one character to 
the world, and another to the negroes. He must, endeavour to conceal 
even from them the end he has in view, else their rashness may betray 
him; and be must thus stiive to poison the minds of his victims, with- 
out their being themselves aware of the hand which administers the potion. 
Can it then be an easy or a simple task, to bring forward legal proof 
of this crime? more particularly, as all the witnesses most be ta^en from 
■that very congregation, which has been for years under the tliraldom of 
the criminal himself. Men, who,, unaccustomed to investigate the opera- 
tions and trace back the movements of their own minds, have fbr years 
looked up to him as their pastor, their friend, their guide to happiness, 
liere and hereafter. These are some of the obstacles which this prosecu- 
tion has had to encounter; but then, notwithstanding, there are on the 
records of this Court, facts, proved and iDControvertible, which seem to 
me to carry with them the {ullest conviction of the Prisoner's guilt. 

The congregation which the Prisoner collected arouud him, cousisted 
of the nnbaptised, of the christians, av those were more particularly 
termed who had been only baptised ; the members of the chapel, who 
were admitted to the sacrament of the Lord's supper ; and the deacons ; 
besides these, there were, on the different estates, classes, each under 
its own teacher, who was nominated, or at least sanctioned, by the Pii- ■ 
soner, as is proved by Romeo and Bristol. 

With respect to admission to the chapel, it appears that thie candi- 
dates, after having passed through the necessary examinations of the 
deacons in due order, and, lastly, of the Prisoner, was, by him, intro- 
duced into the assembly of the members, and proposed as worthy of 
being received amongst them. One of the members spoke in his behalf, 
and ihe Prisoner then asked them if they were willing to admit this per- 
' son as' a member ? directing such as approved of him to hold up tlieir 
right bands. When this was done, the Prisoner took lum by the hand, 
and, shaking it, said, 1 receive you as a member of this chn/ch, and the, 
Tarions members went through the same ceremony, each saying, I 
receive you as h brother. Such was the mode of permitting a commudi- 
eant'to participate in die hoUest rif^hts of religion, or, more property. 
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of receiriag him into an asiociaUon linked together onder &» nnme of 
Brothers, each individual of irhom seemi to have had a voice in the 
admission of others. 

Above these were the deacons, whose duties were of variouB kinds, 
and oecesftarily gave thein considerable authority and wei^t as to the 
Test of the congr^ation. 

The Prisoner, indeed, denies this; but he himself states, that they 
were to keep order in the chapel; and the witnesses Azor, Romeo, Bris;- 
tot, &c. prove that they, the deacons, received all candidates for bap- 
tism, and for the sacrament; that they examined them, and not till they 
were satifified with them did they hand them over to the Prisoner. Thii 
alone is sufBcient to mark their authority; furthermore, Bristol says, 
he had to keep an eye to the conduct of members, on his master's estate, 
and, if his report of them was unfavourable, they were excluded ; and, 
it is evident, from the statement of Bristol, viz. that he was to shew the 
candidates to Quamina, that he was to instruct them in the first duties, 
and then hand them over to the other deacons, &c. ; that even amongst 
these officers of the chapel there was a regular gradation of ranks. 
. The teachers, from their office, must also have possessed copsiderable 
influence, and ihey seem to have been the channel of communication to 
the others, and the conveners of their meetings, for when the Prisoner 
sent Jackey of Dochfour to the ne^^roes of Orange Nassau, he directed 
him to call for the teacher, to let bun commence' by smging a Psalm, 
and praying, &c. &c., and then to open the su^ect of his mission. 

Over the congregation thus modelled, the Prisoner, it, may be sup- 
posed, soon obtained great influence. Of this he himself boasted to 
captain M'Turk; nor was it an empty boast, for the whole evidence 
before you, gentlemen, shows the truth of it. The various instances will, 
of course, not escape your observation, as I proceed; but, 1 shall not 
detain you by enumerating them here. I sh^l only point out, for llie 
present, their contributions of money for purchase of wine for the 
sacrament, and the other purposes of the chapel, for repairs and enlace- 
ment of the chapel, for the Missionary Sodety iu England, <he purchase 
of books, the poultry. Sec. and yams furnished by them to the Prisoner. 
The Prisoner says, as to the pTesents he received, he gave more wine in 
return than compensated for them. It is strange that he should fai^t, 
that this wine was purchased by the negroes themselves for the sacra- 
ment, as Bristol proves; how does his giving away the wine, at thdr ■ 
expence, mend the matter! does it not make it worse t for the more he 
gave away, the more must they have bought. 

The Prisoner says, all these contributions were voluntary, and wer§ - 
given in consequence, solely, of bis addresses from the pul|ut; but 
this only establishes, still mpre clearly, his influence. It proves, that it 
was so great as to make the negroes, of all people on the foce of the 
earth, part with their money freely, and not on any principle of force-. 
Vast, indeed, must have been his ascendancy over the negro mind, 
when be could induce them to contribute their money to a sodety for 
spreading the Gospel through distant regions, the very names of which 
yere onknown to them. One of the great means, by which the Prisoner 
obtained this influence, was- by his being, at all times, ready to listen to 
their complaints against their masters, and to settie' their dispntea 
amongst themselves. 
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Hmm ktUr, wUch wen fonaerly cwiwd to dkMr mtrten, wen noW 
uldreHed to him. He wu to be Ui« ubiter of Aeir quairdi, or, u he 
teims it, to act the jpart of k civil nsnitnte amongat them. The Pri- 
aoDcr wishn to ezpwn this hj uying, ne serer receiTcd ■udt coniplaints 
except they related to chnrch matten; and be leaU die proof of this, in 
hii defence, on two grounds, Gnt, on hit interpret^ioB of the evidence 
of Bristol, who, in Us ^ots-examination, after having Mud the negroes 
compliuned to the Prisooer of th^ bung licked fir going to chapel, is 
aVked, — " did they complain to Hr. Smith that they were licked for any 
dting else ?" to which be aiiswen, " they might have done so, but I do 
not know of U." Hie second is an allaaioo toaneztract from bis journal, 
quoted in Ui defence, and nnder date 21st March, 1819. The whole 
paftage is as follows: — ** I wish the negroes wmikt say nothing to me 
" concerning their troubles, which arise from the severe usage of the 
"-managCTB, Ac. as it is not my business to interfere in such eonccms, 
" and only f^ges me to treat such conduct with- apparent tndifterenee, 
" and behave with coolness to those who relate it. I observe, in the 
" slaves, a spirit of general mnrmnring and dissatisftction, nor shonld 
" I w<»ider if'it were to bnak out into open rtlieUlon ; however, I hope 
" it may not," Bristol's testiillony is no diiproval of (he charge ; It goes 
only to what he himself heard. As to the passage from the jonrnsl, it 
admits the fact, that the negroes did complain and <iUd continue to com- 
plain to the Prisoner of uieir treftbnent, which is borne out by many 
other parts of tbie evidence ; and this once admitted, I ask no farther 
proof. This passage, so far from proving what the Prisoner wishes, 
shows that the Priscwer did not treat their complaints with even apparent 
indifference, or listen to them with coolness, for who is there, at all con- 
- yersant with th? negro character, who does not know that a negro never 
wiU Continue to carry his 'c(»nplaints to one who receives them with 
oocdneas ? Is not the statement of one of the Prisoner's witnessea, that 
the negroes said that they would not go to the fiscaal, because once, ' 
when uiey went, he did not attend to them ? I do not believe the state- 
ment of tt^ negro, as to the foot, but the reason is pofectly in character. 
Even, ^en, if argument conld do away with facts, the Prisoner's 
defencehere would not avail him. -^ To prove these facta, I do not con- 
ceive it necessary to repeat to the Court the numerona complaints of the 
negroes, with which the journal it filled, not only as to religions matters 
but as to the other points. The complaint of Ned, the complunt of the 
negroes of Success, the disputes between Iknanuel and Cofiy, &c., they 
must be fresh in the recollection of the Court; and the declaration, and 
admission in the journal of ^e Prisoner himself, as to the truth of the 
fact, render any thing further useless. Whether these complaints were 
well or ill-fonnded is not the question, nor have we the means of know- 
ing; but, 1 cannot help observing, diat in the only instance where a 
negro was interrogated as to the complaint mentioned in the journal, 
hie was obliged to confess it was not true. I allude to Jackey of Doch- 
fbiir. The Prisoner, in the course of his defence to this part of the 
evidence, says, the planters themselves referred the quarrels of the 
negroes to me to settle. But this does. not accord with what he had 
before stated. He has, at all events, shown ho proof of it. 1%ere is 
aa instance, and it is a solitary one, of ft manager sending to bim tl 
negro to be reprimanded for immoral conduct. It is the case of Mr, 
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Stewart, of Sacecu, iMio wroU to tlio Priioner, telling him diat Jack, k 
tepcher of Bethel chapel, bad turned Iuh wife out of doors to bring in 
ether women, with -whom he lived, and Mr. Stewart then begs the - 
Prisoner to reprimanil these parties fiir their disgnceful condttct; bat 
tfais caw h no answer to the facts I have stat»i, and yet it wodd 
appear that the Prisoner can adduce nodiiog more, unless, indeed, the 
evidence of the Rer- Hr. Anstin, as to the femiliar intereonrsa whidi 
ought to subsist between the pastor and the flock ; he meant to apply to 
this pcnnt, but, if so, the answer is still plain. Hr. Austin states the 
object of this intercourse is to discover their spiritual condition, not 
to listen to their complaints against their njasters. In a'iew words, this 
interference, on his part, was either necessary or unnecessary. It coald 
not be necessary, or the Prisoner would never have descnb^ hinnelf, 
in his journal, a. document meant for the eye of the MiRsionary Socie^, 
as checking these complunts: if it was unnecessary, it was clearly 
uBJastifiable, as tending, inevitably, to destroy all confidence between 
master and slave. The 0an, who really meant to support the authority 
of the master, would never do any thing to lessen this confidence in the 
nund of the slave; he never would teach him to look to any one but 
his master, for the settlement of the disputes between him and his fel- 
low slave. 

As to the advice which he gave them, when such cotnplaints were 
madej and the coolness with which he treated them, the Court will be 
further able to judge, from the following facts : Bristol says, "when the 
" people come to complaih, or when they are tundered from coming to 
" obapel, and some of them get licked, then he tells them, ' Well, I can- 
" not help that; but it is not right for your masters to lick you and 
" liindeTypufiomcoming to the chapel.'" 

Manuel states, " the parson said, if your master has any work for 
" you on Sunday, it is your duty to tell him that Sunday is Ood's day ; 
" that, if the water-dam broke on Sunday, it was our duty to go and 
" stop it." 

Romeo says, tite Prisoner told them, " if the water-dams break, to 
" be sure you ouist attend to your masters' daty ; if they fbrcf you to do 
" it yon mnat do it, and your master will answer for it." 

Azor says, the Prisoner told us, " Ood keeps the Sabbath-day Jioly; 
" that this country was a very wicked count^ ; in Enaland they were 
" all free, and they all kept me Sabbath-day hc4y.; that it was very 
" hard to work on a Sabbatb-day, but, in case of fire, or the kbker givinc 
** way, we must work ; but if half a row was left, it was not fit tb finish 
" it on a Sunday; that it was not right to work on the SabbaUi; uid, 
" that we were fools for working on a Sunday for the sake of a few 
« lashes.- 

On this evidence a great many remuks have been made by the Pri- 
soner; bnt he has never attempted to contradict the anvwer, wluch 
Bristol says he gam to their complaints ; nor yet what Romeo asserts 
aboat their working, not if ordered, but if forced,' because their masters- 
vronlA hftve to 'answer for it. These, Oierefore, stand uncontroverted, 
and the spirit of them is well worthy of cAservation, In like manner he* 
admits what Manuel, Romeo, and Azor have stated, as to the necessity of 
their working in case of foe, or the dams brealdng, Sk'.', be does not 
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deny bitiUling tbit, but h« hu attempted to denf.tbeir tiUmaet.nia 

some of the other JMiots. He wiihe* to make it appear, that he alwaja 
enjoined, on the negroes, the necewily of working on Sunday when 
ordered; but, irgticb were thccate, why should be tell them it was io' 
cumbent to assist in repairing a breach in tbe dam, or putting out a fire 
on a Sunday ? Surely, if tbey nere directed to do all manner of work, if 
ordered, the Prisoner never would have deemed it necessary to point out 
the propriety of stopping « breach in tbe dam on Sunday. The very 
nature of tbe thing shews this was, as stated by Manuel and Azor, an 
exception to tbe geaeral rule which be bad laid down for them; and, as 
he does not deny lii* stating the exception, I do aot see bow he can con-^ 
tradict tbe general rule, for this must, in fact, be pre-suppoecd, otherwise, 
the exception is nonsense; nor do I aee that Ibe negative evidence of Bris- 
tol and Bill (who say they did not bear these words) can, especially under 
such circumstance*, do away with tbe positive testimony of Manuel. 
The evidence of Azor is what the Prisoner principally aims at destroy- 
ing; but, as far as I can judge of it, his eSbrts have been fruitless. 

It is asserted, that Azor is not to be believed,'because he could not 
remember the names of all who were present ; yet he mentions expressly 
tbedriverofPostletbwaite's plantation. Friendship, at being there; and, on 
tbe list of the Prisoner's witnesses, there is a man of Friendship — but this 
man was not called. Of what importance, then, is the Prisoner's remark. 
Tbe witness who can contradict the testimony of Azor, if it be false, u 
pointed out; tbe Prisoner does not examine him, but be summonses other 
persons, of whom Azor makes no menlion, to prove that they never beard 
such an expression. 

Tbe Prisoner then strives to show, Ifaat if be did give such instructions, 
be, at the same time, directed them to finish their n^ork on tbe Saturday; 
and, certainty, if he wished to prove that he did not encourage tbe n^roes 
ip idleness or disobedience, it was incumbent on him to show this; with 
this view, he asks Azor, " Was any thing said about finishing the balf-row • 
on the working days?" to which Azor answera " No." and the PrisoAer* 
never again hints at this subject. 

It is in points such as these that we must espect to find the true cbarac- 
ter of the Prisoner's doctrines. The general precepts of obedience, on 
which he so much rests, are mere shadows if they be not carried into the 
every^hy practice of life. The negroes on the estate where Aaor lived 
seemed to have had a certain task assigned ihtm ; -some of them did not 
finish it on the Saturday, and took their Sunday to it. ' The case comes 
before the Prisoner; he remains perfectly silent on the necessity of their 
doing their work on the Saturday, but he exclaims against them for putting 
Lbcir hands to it next day, and working on Sundays, to save theiDaelTea 
being punished: is this a lesson of obedieiire } You are foc^ Uiwoik for 
the sake of a few lashes: was this intended to raise in their minds a respect 
for their masters, or to make them look on his indignation as a thing to, be 
dreaded^ No: they were told to despise it. And shdl the man-who acU 
thus, shelter himself behind suob an excuse, as his preaching up at othec 
times obedience to their owners ? 

Tbe, very nature of the punishment which he, inflicted. on, the (ielin- 
(yvpU:'or.Suji4t^ work, WW such a^ to make them look on their mastera , 
as beings' under tlie curse of heaven. 

The working vc^untarily on a Sunday was considered such a crimej aa 
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to render tlie atgn unworthy of partaking of the Sacrament. In what 
Uf-bl muit the magterg have been held ! And is not this in accnrdancfe 
with the statement of Romeo— work if your masters force you— for they 
will have to answer for it. Could tbii lowerine of the master in the eye 
of the slaves hp intended to make them more obedient ? Were they more 
likely to be submissive to men whom they believed exposed to the wrath 
of God?. 

The negroes had been told, as Bristol and Manuel prove, that the 
enemy the Jews fought against and conquered, meant the men that did 
not believe in, or fear God — that Jeniialem was to be dcslrojed, because 
the men of that city did not believe in God. Was any good point to be 
gained by representing their masters as of much the same character f 

But, to proceed with other instances of advice { — Bristol says, the Prisoner 
told the negroes, " When Ihey run away, or ao, you must not let them 
" catch you again, tor they will punish you." 

The Prisoner asks him, Did I ever encourage the negroes to run away t 
Bristol says, " No." I dare say he did npt openly or directly do so, for 
where an indirect hint would answer, I do not suppose be would go fur- 
ther. Bristol indeed states, in his evidence, that York, a member of 
Bethel chapel, was once punished by the Prisoner for running away, and 
that the Christians from Mahaica side, who had also run away, were told 
not to come to his chapel. 

It moreover appears, that a negro, who had left Success in ihe day, and 
had been troublesome in the Prisoner's yard at night, was sent home by 
him the next morning. And also, that a negro of plantation Vigilance, 
who had absconded, had come to him, seemingly to get him to intercede 
with his master for him, which he did, and sent him home, and the negro 
was pardoned ; but I do not see how this does away with the evil ten- 
dency of his declaration, as stated by Bristol, and which is not contro- 
verted. He is not accused of harbouring runaway negroes ; surrounded 
M he was by tbe different estata, he could not have done it; and, besides, 
he had a character to support before the public, or his private machina- 
tions would fall to the ground. For aught that appears to the contrary, 
this declaration may have been made to some of these runaways whom 
Bristol mentions. 

I shall cite only one instance further on this point. The negroes at 
Dochfour bad obtained leave'to have meetings on their estate, at any time 
they chose, for the purpose of learning the catechism j on two conditions, 
however- Isf^ that they should not admit strange negroes; and, 9n<), 
that they ibemselves should not go abroad to other estates. Jackey Reed, 
tb^ teacher of Docbfour, tells this to the Prisoner, -and what is his remark f 
I> it an injunction not to abuse the indulgence of their master, but strictlj- 
to adhere to his commands? far from it; he tells them there is no harm 
■n your letting negroes join you from other estates, and you may go abroad 
without doing any thing wrong. 

^is is precisely the tenor of his whole conduct, as far as the evidence 
traces it. In his public sermons he sometimes tells them to be obedient 
to their masters; but, when it is reduced to any one specific circumstance, 
he does not hesitate to hold forth the very opposite doctrine. But the 
Prisoner, in the present case, was not contented with merely telling Jackej 
to disregard his master's order, but he actually sent him, in defiance of 
these orders, to a meeting of the negroes at ^nlation Orange Nassau. 
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On the head of keeping the Sabbath, the PriMncr prohibited tlie 
negroes from waking on that day in their own grounds, going; to market, 
or eveu wasihing their clothe*, under pain of incurring -the vengeance of 
tbeir Cnalor. Whatever he may urge on this point, I believe there i*no 
.oiie who looks at the ronsltlution of society in this colony, but will, with- 
. out hesitation, admit that there eicist no means so well calculated to render 
the negroes djasatislied us this very one, to deprive them of their Sunday, 
.the day which they have to themselves ; and you find, gentlemen, by the 
positive testimony of Manuel and Bristol, uncontradicted by any one wit- 
.iiess, that this measure did produce the effect to be expected. That the 
negroes began to murmur, and require another day for themselves, and 
that thi? was one of the gr^at causes of that dissatisfaction, which at 
Jength drove them to open rebellion. 

The Pi'i^ner asks Bristol, did the negroes not talk of having a day to 
themselves in the time of Mr. Wray ? to which he receives a decided 
negative; by this comparison between the former missionary and the 
Prisoner, both placed in the same situation, both sent to teach the same 
religion, this discontent is most clearly and forcibly brought home to the 
Prisoner. 

■ The Prisoner pleads, that he*, was actuated in this malter'aolely by a 
svnse of religion. It.is not by any one isolated act that the intention of 
the actor can l>e proved. The point in question is a part of a system, and 
must be judged of by the whole tenor of that system. 

But if this dissatisfaction be the efTtct of religion, and religion only, 
wby did not the negroes, during Mr. Wray's time, feel the same dissatis- 
faction, and require another'day .for themselves. There must have been 
something in the system of the Prisoner very different from that of his 
predecessor; though the religion they taught was, or ought to have been, 
the same. 

But was religion the cause also of the Prisoner's drawing an invidious 
comparison on this point, between the slaves of this colony,' and the 
people of a free country ? 

. If.it be so, the Prisoner's zeal for the gospel of peace has most un- 
fortunately led him to adopt the very, measures which appear most likely 
to upset society, and to carry discord through the land. 
- . I may remark, that his explanation of the above comparison, which be 
.admits oe made, might have been proved by the witnesses themselves, if 
tbat explanation were true ; but the Prisoner never hazards a single 
question on the subject, and the inference is not to be raislaken. 

There is another circumstance, which leads us to a dlfilerent conclusion 
from that which the Prisoner wishes to be adopted. The murmuring of 
the negroes, as to their having another day, waa not unknown to him ; for 
he himself, within a few hours after the revolt hr^e out, assigned this to 
John Aves, as one of the causes of their rebellion ; they waillttd their 
Saturday and Sunday. This is a strong fact against the Prisoner — who 
told him this? it could not have been after the revolt, for you have the 
conversation between him and the negroes in Hqmihon's evidence, and 
nothing of this kind is mentioned. This conversation consisted, on the 
part of the negroes, of a declaration that they would not hurt him ; that 
they wanted the manager, not him ; and on bis pari, not to injure the 
whites, and lo go iway peaceably. Nor is any thing of this kind hinted 
at ni the interview of llie netjrocs on the 17lh. Much more might be 
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said on this part of the evidence adduced, as to this system, but I TeeF 
how impossible it is in me to pretend to gi« due weight to all tie* 
various parts of this mass of evidence ;''and the furthe'r I get on, the 
more reason de i find to congratulate myself, tliat the Court is so folly 
master of the subject, and that my want of knowledge, and omissioBn, ' 
are so little likely to lead them astray. 

Further, it has also been proved, that the Pris&ner did receive the ■ 
negroes at his chapel, though at the lime he knew they came in direct 
contradiction to their masters' orders. This he admits in his Jonrnal, 
under date 6th July, 1817; and in many other parts. Nay, more,' be 
tanght the negroes lo consider a»y atlempt on the part of their masters ' 
to restrain them from coming to his chapel, whatever the master's motive 
might be, as an act of gro^s injustice and oppression. He aimed, in fact, 
at making them believe they were an oppressed and persecuted race. 

He told them, as Bristol admits, that though they did come to chapel 
in contradiction' to their master's commands, it was net right in their 
masters to punish them for thnt. ' 

To impress on their minds his sense of these persecutions, he read to 
them, as he mentions in his Journal, a part of Scripture which he con- 
ceived addressed to perseinied Christians, as being best suited to (heir 
condition. And so far did this spirit go, that he permitted them to pray, 
in his presence, publicly in the chapel — " That God would overrule the 
opposition which the planters make to religion, for his own glory ."_ The ' 
words of the Prisoner, in his entry of this circumstance, ^ are worthy of 
remark, " In such an unaffected strain he breathed out his pious com-. 
" plaint, and descended to so many particulars relatrve to the various arts 
''which are employed to keep, them from the house of God, and to 
" punish them for their firmness in religion, that I conld not help ihi'nk- 
. " ing that the time is not far distant, when the Lord will make it mani- 
" fest, by some signal judgment, that he hnth heard the cry of the 
" oppressed." £xod. iii. 7, P. 

The arts which their masters use to keep them from religion, is a 
curious phrase in such a situation. After »11 this, it would he as ridiculous' 
lo Aay that he did not teach them to consider themselves oppressed and 
persecuted, as it would be useless to bring forward any further proof of- 
lie fact. 

The Prisoner makes no comment in his defence on any of these facts; 
he passe* them over without thejslighiest notice, and his silence ia'de-' 
cisive'on this point. There remains on this head one cireumstante still ' 
to be noticed. I have already remarked ihe Prisoner's knowledge of the' 
discontent of the negroes, as to their wanting a day ; -I have now to call ' 
the Court's attention to the evidence of Colonel Reed, 

The witness observed to the Prisoner, he feared that he, the Prisoner, 
had been preaching very improper doctrinea to the negroes, aa iheprin- 
cipal members of his chapel had been leaders in this insurrection ; on 
which the Prisoner repUeo, by endeavouring lo show, that if the' negroes 
had 'acted rebellioutly, they bad misunderdtood his doctrine; and to 
prove this, he said that, on one occasion, they thought he had been ■ 
abusing the manager, whilst in truth he was recommending (o them obe- ' 
dience. And he then adds, this was not the first insurrection that Had 
taken place in the colony. The witness said, it was on<; of a peculiar ■ 
U 2 
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Dftture, and the Prisoner replied. That much blood bad been sbed at dif< 
ferent periodi in religious wars, or oii account of religion. 

Take the vbtJe of this, from bis preaching down to the bloodshed for 
religion, and what U the meaning of the remark i Does it not clearly 
Doint out the connection in his mind between religion and the revolt i He 
jbest knows how he comei to bare such an idea, or to attribute the revolt . 
to their religion. 

The next leading feature in the PriM>Ber*s system, is tbe part of Scrip- 
ture he selected for reading to the negroes at morning serrice ; namely, 
the Old TesUment. In justificalion of this, be mj», that didactic dis- 
courses were of little awil ; that the instances of virtue and vice in the 
Old Testament would make a greater impression on the negroes' minds. 
flia instructioDB from the Missionary Society do not agree with him hure ; 
and they cite not speculative reasons, but practical proof, of tbe proprietor 
of what they state, by referring to the success of the Moravians. But it 
ii not a mere error in judgment that the Prisoner here, committed, but 
something of a very different nature, at I shall endeavour to prove, by the 
evidence on the minutes of the Court. Tbe first point which i shall 
notice, is the particular passages to which the negroes' minds seemed 
always ready to revert. The deliveranccf of tbe children of Israel from . 
Pharaoh ; the reason which was assigned for ibis deliverance because God 
did not wish them to be slaves — tbe overthrow, of Pharaoh and his soldiers 
ja the Red Sea, snd tbe lubsequent successful engagemeota of the 
Israelites, in conquering the enemyi which, as Bristol mentions, was the 
pe^le that did nut believe in God. 

These things have been detailed in evidence with gri^at accuracy by tbe 
witnesses ; and of their having been read to them there is tbe fullest proof. 
That tbe Prisoner not only read these passages to tbe negroes, but read 
4hem in such a manner as to impress them Oii the negroes' minds, is esta^ 
blisheil, by their being so well remembered by men who cannot read ; his 
intention in doing so must now be shewn. To prove that his intention 
was good, the Prisoner, besides alledging the above reason for reading the 
-Old Testament in general, says, in defence of this particular part, that, 
without this, tbe history of tbe church of God would have been imperfect ; 
fmd that the display of tbe power and mercy of God, in this eventful his- 
tory, was most likely to impress their minds with a religious fear; and be 
further refers to a passage in bis Journal, under date 8th August, 1817 — 
viz. " having passed over the latter part of chap, xii., aa containing a pro- 
^ mise of tbe land of Canaan, I was apprehensive the negroes might put 
" such a conUruction upon it as I would not wish — for 1 tell them tbat 
■** some 9f the promises, &c. which were made to Abraham, and others, 
■" will apply to the christian state. Jt is easier to make a wrong imprcs- 
i"8ion upon their minds than a right one." 

This passage is like most of tbe wrrtings of the Prisoner, cautiously 
worded, but the meaning of it is in plain Eoglisfa this : I have told the 
negroes, that the promises to Abraham, and others, will apply tathem, 
the u^foes, in this world; for, gentleman, if be attached to the word 
/:hristian state, any other meaning than what 1 have above given, whence 
could the fear in his mind arise? what chance was there of tbe negroes 
^king exclusively to themselves, in a temporal sense, for that is tbe only 
fiupg he could fear these pronuses, which they we;« t^d were meant for. 
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their masters as well at to them, and applied to the world hereafter. 
But even supposiog this iaterpretatioa wrong, let us carefully examine 
the passage, and see if any other which can be given, difTers very widely 
from it 

It is evident that the fear is founded on experience, and his reason for 
not reading the latter part of this chapter of Genesis to the neeroes, is, 
because it contained a promise of deliverance from slavery, ae he seems 
.to have first intended to express it, or, as he afterwards amended it, a 
promise of the land of Canaan. His idea was, clearly, that the negroes 
would take it as a promise of a change in their -temporal condition ; for 
it never could enter hia mind that they were theologians enough to reason 
improperly on it in a spiritual sense, and adopt some heretical ideas ; and 
then, what does this come to ? — That though be had told them the pro- 
mises were made to all the christians, bond and free, here and ekewbere, 
and that these promises alluded not to their temporal condition, but to 
their eternal state ; the negroes were so stupid, and to apt to catch at 
every thing which could in the most indirect way be a^^lied to them, 
that they would take these promises as meant to themselves alone, and as 
applicable to their state in this world. If this be the meaning, and I 
really can find out no other, I do not see that it is one whit more in the 
Prisoner's favor than the former; takeifwhich way you will, it is certain 
that the Prisoner was perfectly aware that the negroes were liable and 
ready to misinterpret and pervert the scriptures: and yet, with this con- 
viction on his mind, he thought proper to read to them the history of the 
deliverance of the Israelites. The Prisoner says, he never applied it to 
the negroes. It is probable that he never did in express words; but, after 
what he himself knew of their character, is he to impress such passages 
as these on their minds, and be excused, because he did not sum up by 
saying, this was meant for an example to you; Go ye and do likewise. 
What necessity was there for any such exhortations; the business was 
done without it — and he knew and felt this ; and why should he expose 
himself needlessly? The application made by him, in direct words, 
might be repeated by a negro, and blazon the whole prematurely to the 
world. 

There is another point connected with this, which, though in itself 
apparently trifling at first sight, yet, taken with the rest, seems to me to 
prove still further the bad faith of the Prisoner. 

The witnesses, who have detailed to you the difi'erent Bible histories, 
have in general kept pretty fairly to the words of the original, except in 
the instance of this very tale of Moses. Here we find them talk of slaves 
and slavery, and Pharaoh's soldiers — -but not one of these words, slaves, 
slavery, or soldiers, is to be found in this portion of the bible history; and 
' this proves that the Prisoner, as he went along, explained the passages of 
the Bible, and explained them in tlie words which brought the tale most 
completely home to the negroes. He may say, it was done to make them, 
understand it. The word servant, in the Bible, is perfectly within the 
comprehension of the negroes ; but if the Prisoner thought it necessary 
to explain it to the full, what becomes of his caution — what sort of caution 
is that which would pass over the latter part of the chapter of Genesis, 
containing a promise to Abraham, and yet read to them of the delive- 
jraiice of thf Isn>eUl£S from Egypt, explained down to the very situation 
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of the negroes Ibemselves ; represeiiied to diem u a struggle between Uie 
tittvea and the soldiers, in which the former were victorious and the latter 
destroyed. 

The same sort of thing is obseired in the story of David, who is said 
to have run into (j»e bnsn, and would not go into a friend's house for fear 
of trouble. Azor, when he repeated this, added, " We understand that," 
And well they mighL 

The Prisoner has attempted to show that tiiis reading could not have ' 
inflnenced the negroes, as it is so long sincfa he read it to them ; but, in ' 
this pobt, he has decidedly failed, for only one witness, London, says it ' 
was two years ago; but the rest all declare it was a few months before 
the revolt. The Prisoner rests much on London's testimony — but Lon- 
don's memory is not very correct; for he says, the Prisoner never read 
the 7th chapter of Joshua, in which he is contradicted by the Journal, ' 
5th Augast, 1822. 

The time which he chose for reading this part of the Bible is also t9 
be observed ; it was not at noon-setvice, where whites might sometimes 
be fonnd — bo, it was at the moming^service, when whiles never came. 
He rests mnch on the circumstance that the doors were open, and that 
whites might have come ; bat the very licence under which he preached * 
at all, bound him not to close the chapel doors ; besides, the shutting of 
them might awaken suspicions, and ei^ricnce had fully assured him, 
that there was no iihelihtiod of a white ccmiing to that service. But not 
only their masters were held up to the slaves as opposing religion, the 
highest authorities in the colony were represented as pursuing the same ' 
eourse ; and it is impossible not to observe with how much contempt the' 
Prisoner has generally treated the commands of government. The e&cta' 
of such an example would not fail to be felt. ■ 

The conduct of the Prisoner, in the instance of the small-pox at Le 
Resouvenir, is a glaring proof of this. 

The Prisoner received, as he acknowledges, a communication from' 
government, through Capt. M'Turk, directing tiim to shut the chapel lo' 
all strange negroes, as long as the small-pox was on the estate, and in-' 
forming him that the captain of the diElrlct was instructed to see the or-' 
der complied with. Captain M'Turk, the captain of the district, was de- 
, sired to devise such means, and take such steps as, in his discretion, be 
would judge necessary, to see the order duly complied with : this was on 
the 20th November, 1819; on the 1 1th December following, he writes 
to Capt. M'Turk to take off the restriction, which the other refused. 
Finding he could not obtain his end in this way, he determines on set- 
ting at naught these orders, and actually opened his chapel lo the neigh-^ 
hourhood, in open ((efiance of the commands of government. Captain- 
M'Turk then found it necessary to address a circular to the representa- 
tives of the different estates, csilihg on them to support tlie orders of 
government, and assist him in carrying them into effect, by preventing- 
the n^roes from attending chapel. 

The Prisoner tells the negroes he did not believe the order for them to 
stay at home was from the fiscaal, and to make themselves easy about it.- 
He meets Capt. M'Turk that evening, and declares to his face, that ho, 
the Prisoner, had great influence over the negroes' minds, and that he 
would use it to bring them to chapel the two fbllowiog days, and preach 



to lliem in defiance of all the power and authority Captain RI'Turlt pos- 
■ Sessed. On what principle of respect for the commands of government 
is this lo be explained ? 

The Pfisoner wishes to represent the conduct of Capt. M'Turk in an 
invidious light; but government fully approved of what he had done, and 
'the restriction was continued till the 29th of January. Had the Prisoner 
really felt the ansiety he pretends to have felt to preach to the negroes, 
he might have gone to other estates, for the restriction was only on the 
chape] ; but this was net his object, and an opportunity of carping at 
goTernment, representing it to the negroes as wishing to deprive them of 
the power of going to chapel, was of too much consequence to be lost. 

lie same spirit of rank disobedience to the orders of those in autho- 
rity, marked his conduct on the Thursday after the revolt. He was "or- 
dered by Capt. M'Turk, the officer commanding the district, to repair to 
the post, and to remove all pretext for his not coming ; an offer was made 
to take Mrs. Smith to any place'of safety she might point but, and, at the ' 
same time, a guard of twelve soldiers attended, to protect him on the way 
to Captain M'Turk ; but notwithstanding this, he flatly and positively re- 
fused to obey. He iiow pleads his ignorance. The plea might have 
oerved him better had his manner to Lieutenant Nurse, the officer who 
conveyed the order, been any thing hut what it was, supercilious and 
offensive. These facts require no observations ; but f cannot dismiss this 
part of the subject, without replying to the remarks made by the Pri- 
soner on Capt. M'Turk's evidence. It is said to be inconsistent with 
itself: and, in the enumeration of his inconsistencies, the Prisoner says ■ 
the small-pos first broke out in October, and the order from government 
is in November : ^that may be, hut what has that to do with Captain 
M'Turk ? Of the same style arf his remarks respecting Capt. M'Turk's 
not haviag sent round the order to the estates tilt the 23d December. 
Capt. M'Turk had to carry into effect the instructions he had received to 
see the chapel shut, and no more. He trusted that it would be sufficient 
to inform the Prisoner of it ; but when he found the Prisoner openly set 
it at defiance, aqd received the negroes, as he admits, from other estates, 
at chapel, then Capt. M'Turk was forced to adopt other measures, and 
since the Prisoner would not go on quietly, he was compelled to call to 
his aid the whitei on the neighbouring properties. But even here he was 
bound by hi's orders to a certain point, and the Prisoner charges him 
with inconsistency, because he did not do what the government never 
directed him to do, 

The Prisoner next remarks on the opinion of Dr. M'Turk, as to the 
danger of the small-pox in this climate, and perverts a plain answer of 
the witness to what he did not say, to make him appear ridiculous. - 

Dr. M'Turk had stated, two * the negroes had gone through the 
small-pox in the negro-houses, and as their habitation could not be de-' 
stroyed without destroying the rest of- the houses, and consequently, as 
there was no possibility of preventing communication, there was every 
reason to dread the contagion spreading. He is then asked, although a 
person is apparently cured of small-pox, as to any outward appearance, 
may not the infectious or contadous powers of the disease remain? he 
answers, most assuredly, even for months. What inconsistency is there 
here ? If his opinion be iotorrect, it might have been controverted by 
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that of other medical men. It was, howeyer, confirmed by Dr. Walker, 
the officer of health here ; who, on a statement to him of the simple fact 
that two of the negroes had had the small-pox in the negro -honses, 
deemed that ground sufficient to continue the leBtriction. The Priso.net 
next says. Dr. M'Turlc pretended to be anxiona to obtain the fiscud's 
order for the removal of this restriction. If it was necessary for Dr. 
M'Turlc to obtain permission of the fiacaal to remove the restriction, what 
became of the condition contained in the order of the 30th November, 
1819; and the discretionary power vested in Dr. M'Turlc, with respect 
to that order? 

To this I answer. Dr. M'Tutk was directed to use his discretion as to 
the means to be employed in carrying the order into effect ; he could 
have had no power to remove the restriction whilst the small-pox conti- 
nued, for that would have been in direct contradiction to the very tenor 
of the order; and he accordingly states, be had no power which could jus- 
tify him in removing it, so long as the sraall-pox continued. He had a 
discretionary power to continue the reatricdon after the disease had dis- 
appeared, but certainly not to remove it whilst the disease was on the 
' estate. At the time the Prisoner alludes to, it is evident the disease had 
not been eradicated ; but, as Dr. M'Turk wished not to act solely on his 
own responsibility, he addressed the officer of health and the fiscaal on 
the subject ; and the fiscaal directed him not to remove it then, but to 
examine the negroes twice, at a distance of eight days, and then, if there 
were no symptoms of tiie disease, to take off the restriction; where is 
the contradiction here? I may here add, that the witness J. Hamilton, 
who was brought forward to contradict Dr. M'Turk, has fully corroborated 
his testimony : in another instance, a circular was issued by his excel- 
lency the lieutenant-governor respecting the negroes attending chapel ; 
to this was annexed an extract of a letter from Lord Liverpool on the 
same subject. 

The Prisoner receives this on the 23d May, and he thus Characterises 
the circular of his excellency : — " The substance of this comment ia to 
" persuade the planters not to allow the slaves to attend chapel on Sun- 
*' days, without a pass, and, in an indirect manner, not to allow them to 
" come at all in the evening; and even on a Sunday, to send an over- 
" seer with the slaves, as judges of the doctrine we preach. The circu- 
" lar appears to me designed to throw an impediment in the way of the 
" slaves receiving instruction, under colour of a desire to meet the wishes 
" or ratlier comply with the commands, of his majesty's government." 

The pass, which he thus endeavours to represent as a crafty invention 
of the government, he was at the same time well aware ia the common 
law of the land, No negro could, at any time, leave his estate without 
a pass from the manager, wherever he might be going to ; the law is, I 
believe, nearly co-existent with the colony, and^ every day's experience 
shows UB that it is still in full vigour. 

Hie pass was required not to permit tiiem to go to chapel, but to pio> 
tect them on the road, that they might not be taken up as runaways. 
Some days after this was published, Isaac, of Triumph, went to the Pri- 
soner, as he states in his Journal, to ask him if the governor's new law 
forbid the negroes meeting on the estates to which they belopg, for the 
purpose of learning the catechism. Their managers, he said, Imd threat- 
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ened to punish them if they held kdj meeting. The Prisoner sayi, " I 
" iofonned him that Che law rave the mana^r no such power, and tliat 
" it had nothing to do with that subject ; still I advised them to gtve it 
" up, rathsr than give oflence, and be punished." ' 

liok, I beg you, gentlemen, at the' plain words of Lord Liverpool's 
letter, and can any ming be more explicit; be aayi : — 

*' It must, in the first place, be understood, that no limitation or re- 
" straiut can be enfortied upon the rigiht of instruction and of preaching 
" on particular estates, provided the meetings for this purpose take place 
" npoD the estate, and with consent and approbation of the proprietor 
" or oveneer «f such estate." Yet the Prisoner would bold out to th^ 
slaves that this was not the law ; that they had a right to maet when they 
chose, without astcing any one's leave; a right, by the bye, neither theii 
masters here, nor their masters in England, posses b. Was this not iti 
the same spirit as his other lessons oa their persecuted state } Was it 
not telling them that their masters break through the laws, and oppress 
tfiem in violation of all justice. He further accuses his excellency the 
Keu ten ant-govern or, in express terms, of setting his face against nioral 
and religious improvement of the-slaves, and of being desirous of perpe^ 
tuating the present cruel sysf em. ■ ■ < ■ 

I cannot help remarking here, the word on which the emphaEis is 
directed to be laid, in the passage just read — ^" the present cruel 'system. " 
A casual reader mi^ht perhaps think the word cruel the strongest in the 
sentence; but this la not what ts meant — the emphatic word lapresiht—^ 
Ae present system, in contradistinction to that wKich is to be. The same 
idea seems to have dictated the passage in the Journal of July 7tb', 182S, 
where be says, that Mr. Elliott told him he had met with opposition, as to 
having night-meetings of the negroes on the west coast; and be then 
makes this reflection, " It will be so, lohg'as the preienl system 'p revels 
" or exists." What the word system means, may be gathered from the 
next passage, of the 15th July, one month before the revolt. There, speak- 
tD{; of Mr. Hamilton's remark on what he terms Mr. Canning's project, 
and his opicion that it would not be carried into effect, he says, " In wis I 
agree with him, the rigors of negTO-slavert can never be mitigated ; U»e 
system must be abolished." Sentiments of mnch the sanK kind the Pri- , 
soner has avowed openly. In the conversation with M'Watt and 6ond', 
he spoke of the slaves as being cruelly'treated; that thej^ would do as 
well vrithout whites ; that they would not better their condition till soifie- 
thing took place, such as had been done'in St. Domingo. BOad replied, 
would you wish to see such scenes here as had taken place there ? he said, 
that would' be prevented by two or three missionaries. 

There is a strange coincidence betrteen the last remark, respecttng die 
missionaries, and the boast of the Prisoner in his defence,— :that ia the 
course of tlus revolt tbe baptized negroes had shed no blood. I am 
aware the fact is really otherwise, but I now allude to his statement of 
it. The treatment of th» slaves, as represented by the Prisoner, I can- 
not now notice; but I must observe a passage in bis journal, relative to 
this, and which shows that the Prisoner was well aware of the tendency 
of his own instmctidns. 

He says, that it is a common thoaghmost Mk notion, that the 
negroes must be kept in a slate of bmtal ignorance ; were the slavn 
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teneralljT anlii^lciiw). they nutt, ud wosU b« UtUr treated. Tbii 
lemftrk w mue by him, on bis not beiog permitted to erect another 
chapel, and thuR enlu^ his sphere, aod ipcead hi> doctrines over a 
vider surface. 

Bat he speaks out stilt more plaialy in anotfaei passage, on the same 
subject ; when, after a sufficient quantum of abuse on the gOTemor about 
fhis second chapel, be thinks of applying to hb biother-missionaries to 
aid him ; but he subjoins, " foiUmately foi the colony, though unfoftu* 
" nately for the cause of religion, and just rights, the governor and 
" Court have bought them, the one for lOOf. and the other for 1200 joss 
" per annum." What comment could heighten the force of this pvssage ? 
What could more plainly point out his own conviction, that the interests 
of the colony were incompatible with the promulgation of bis doctrine — 
with the religion he taught, and the rights which be declared to be justly 
due to the negroes ? 

And, gentlemen, the fiill, the fbtal confirmation of this we have seen. 
We have beheld efiects which I can attribute to no other source. Of all 
the negro-population of this eztensire colony, there are, perhaps, none 
who have fewei difficulties to contend with, than the negroes of the east 
coast; there are but few sugar-estates there, comparatively speaking, 
the greater part being in cotton. With all diese advantages in tbeir 
favpur, we find, that, on the 18th August last, they rose in arms against 
their masters, and broke out into open rebelli<m. This rebellion com* 
meoced at Le Resonvenir, the residence of die Prisoner, and Success, tbc 
next estate to windward ; it spread up the coast for several miles, and 
down nearly to town ; bat it was connned entirely to the east coast, and 
to that part of the coast ; it stopped on this side of Mahuc^ 

To assign, as has been attempted, the lata instructtons from home-as 
the sole cause of this revolt, will never bring us to the point. This ia 
assi^ing a general cause for the production of a partienlar efiiect on a ' 
particular bMy of man. A gratcral cause will produce a general efiect ; 
the same. in all, unless there be some circumstances in the particular 
body of men, different from these of the rest of the communi^. And, 
therefore, if this were the proxiiaate cause which operated on the miods 
o{ these men, tbue must have been something in the state of their minds 
very diff^ent from that of their feUow-colonists. 

Their minds must have beoi predisposed — they must have been ripe 
for rebellion before ; and, therefore, the assigning this general cause only 
carries us a step back, but does not assist ns in explaining the problem. 

If we enquire who were the rebels, we fiad that the pnucipal leaders 
were, as nearly as I can gather from the evidence, Quamina and Jack at 
SucceH; Joseph and Telemachns of Batchelor's Adventure; Jack of 
Vigilance; Sandy of Nonpareil; Paul of Friendship; and Paris of 
Good Hope; all (save this last Paris) deacons, meabers, teachers, and 
attendants of BeUiel chapel. If ve carry this investigation further, we 
find tiiat the congregation of Bethel diapel, psevious to the revolt, went 
together to the middle walk of Succgh, and there 1^4 tbeir last and 
final plans for this riebellioa ; and that tbey were aU, more or less, impK- 
cated in it. We find that plantation Success was the head-qoartcn of 
this TdMllion; the es^te, of which almost all the negroes attended 
Bethel chapel. We find, by the Utter of Jack Gladstone, that *U the 
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bratbcra of Bethol cii&pel wen en^ged id it — in fine, go which way we 
will, we are brought up at last, with Bethel chapel. This is almost the 
oalj bodd ef oonnerion to be traced amongst the leaders of this rebeUion. 
their being aUendanti of Bethel chapel. It is a staggeriilg fact— but it 
IS a JsBt proved befond the possftiilitT' of a doubt : and these leaders— 
who are Ikey? the principal tradesmen on these estates; men in the_ 
coB&fence wd ftraur of their masters, who knew the hardships of 
■larery only by name. Be the proximate cause what it may, there mnst 
have been some predisposing cause, npei-ating on the members of Bethel 
chapel — something operating on them which did not operate on the 
negroes of the other coast. 

The Prisoner does not deny the feet of the attendants at Bethel 
ch^>el boinr deeply innrfved in it— on the contrary, he admits it in hii 
defence, aad in iriiat he sUted to Lieutenant Nurse. 

But hU anawer to this embraces, in fact, the chief scope of his defence, 
which is to ibowj that his doctrines tended to make the negroes mors 
obadient; that th« negroes had long been discontented, and that this 
ditcoDt^t aroae ftom ttie treatment tA their masters. 

Ob the fint ct these points he addaces one planter, Mt. Vtut Cooten, 
who says, he thinks his negroes have been ratner more obedient since 
they attended ^apel thui before; and, genttemen, this opinion of Mr. 
Van Goolea is the only evidence he has produced in his farour froni 
amon^ all the plantus on the coast, Mr. Stewart sees no difference 
between the attendants on Bethel chapel and the rest of the gang ; some 
were inaoleat, but ike majccity were obedient. 

Tbe evidence of Mr. Stewart goes much farlh«, however, on the 
other side. What descriptions of some of these attendants at chapel-.^ 
Jack and Qeorge — Ben, Ac. ; then the long list of Success negroes wfao 
have betn tried for being engaged in this rebellion, who, though they 
were not.apartof his bapliied congregation, yet attended his chapel. 

Mary Chtkbolen, who sontetines attended moming'service, and some- 
times when she was there, listened to the prayers of the deacons, had 
no feai that what the Prisoner taught would m^e her negroes dissatisfied 
with he* as their niatnas; and sbe states, that the Prisoner mads somft 
- moral tad rei^jious comnKots on passBges in the history of David and 
Ahab. 

fWa the manner in which this witness g»ve her testimony, and the 
inconsistencies as to what she saw at chapel on the 17th, it may, pei^ 
haps, not be necessary to notice her statement ; but it seems to make 
litUe difference any way. 

The same kind of testimony as to the Prisoner's doctrines is giv«i by 
Bill, and Mars, and Jason ; bnt the only one who speaks positively as 
to KDT good ftdvice being given to him in a particnlar case, is FhiUip ; 
and if we are to exclude all evidence older than three years, this witness 
is inndBsiasiblt ; as this faot to whidi he speaks happened five years ago. 
fi«t I do not wish to ds^rivB tht Prisoner of one particle of evideacs 
whicb he can addncs in Ins &vor. There is Nomething not very clear in 
this -witness's statement about his master's buying him at the Kitty 
Vandne, and this master aftuwaids tarns out to be Hiss Mary I«nnox. 
He Hm» ha hii too niuab work to do, and yat that he had tine to W«rk 
X 2 
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forhinuelf; and that he actually, from tho proStt of hu laoMr during 
. this time, purchased bi> freedom. 

These, of the whole of hii copgregatioD, are the witnesus whom the 
Priioner has produced, to speak as to the parity of his doctrines ; tod, 
amongst these, is only one man who sajs, that ^n a special case the 
Prisoner gave him good advice. The Prisoner complains of the scanti- 
ness of the evidence for the prosecution ; but what » to he said to the 
evidence in his favour 1 I might safely admit the whole of the above 
testimony ; aiid what, I would ask, would it wei^ against the hcta 
proved ? 

It is not his some6mes preaching doctrines '.of obedience in the 
abstract, that can protect the Prisoner from the punishment due to bis 
tncu]ca(ing, at other times, the doctrine of disobedience. In one word, 
the prisoner is not called on to show that he was somethnes innocent, 
but he must prove that he was never gniltv . The Prisonei seems to 
rely much on Mr. Austin's testimony as to wnat the negroes sEdd during 
tfie-revolt; but what does the same witness state to be their feelings at 
a calmer moment, after the revolt, when they had leimre toi^ect? why, 
that they imputed their misfortunes to the doctrines they bad heard at 
Bethel, chapel. 

. The. next point relates to the negroes being in a state of great lUseatis- 
facjtion. The Prisoner has declared, over and over again, he was aware 
of this. Does this diminish his guilt? on the contrary. It increases it an 
huadred'fold. The more dissatisfied the negroes were, the mot« caution 
he was bound to use. He must have known, that their minds, in that 
state of irritation, would be more easily afiected; that a wend, whicff, at 
other times would pass by unheeded, might, in such a situation, produce 
the- meat fatal cooseqaences. On this principle^ even conld the Prisoner 
establish the dtird point, which he insinuates rather tlun attempts to 
prove, namely, that the discontent arose irom their treattitent, it would 
not benefit him ; for he is not chaiged with being the sole head and 
QDgin of the revolt. 

That charge, whatever might be my own conviolion on the sul^ect, it 
would be impossible to prove under any ciroumstances ; all that he is 
charged with is exciting discontent in the minds of the negroes, as far 
as in him lay. He is not cleared hecause others did wrong ; and he must 
show, that whatever others may have done, he, at least, had no part or 
share. in the transaction. ... 

The Prisoner is to exculpate himself, and surely caimot do this, by 
pleading that there were others guilty besides him. 

I Am far, very far, &om throwing out any insinuation against the 
planters, but. I feel diat I have in this trial nothing to do wilii tBetlr 
cause. The. point at issue is the innocence or gnilt of the Prisoner, and 
with that alone have I to deal. 

. Thus far, however, I may go, and observe that there is great inoonns- 
tency in the defence of the Prisoner ; in one port he describes thenegtoes 
M the most oppressed and persecuted of human ^beings, who hare not, in 
the cotton crop, fifteen minutes in the whole day to eat th^ food ; -ooea 
tooQok it, and are, in fact, obliged to eat raw yellow plantains i axmall 
An time they are coitstanUy flo^;ecL. At 6ie.sanie tube, gaotlenfen, it 
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has been proYcd, that thece negroes, aye, eveq the lleld-iiegroe>, can 
afford to make preaeati to him, raise money to pay the expences : nay, 
more— the repairs of the chape) — to boy books at an advance of 66 per 
cent, on the original cost in England, wid to contribute to the Mission- 
ary Societyi to furthee the propagation of the gospel in other ctHintries. 
How Uieae miserable beings contrive this, passes my c(»)prehension. In 
mncb the same style the Prisoner accnsea the planters of opposing* 
religion, and prerenting the negroes attending chapel. Yet tbePnsoner 
hands over to .yon a host of passes from these planters .to th^ negroes, 
to have thun baptized ; and he tells you, and proves it, that though hia 
chapel had been entailed, yet it could not contain alt die coogregation, 
and th^ numbers were obliged to remain outside every Sunday. 
. . I suppose it is to this part of the subject, that Col. Leahy's testimony 
is meant to apply ; but as Col. Leahy only speaks of what the negroes 
told him, it leaves the matter where it was. The same remarks may per- 
haps apply to what Mr. Austin relates ; but were it otherwise, that witness 
proves at the best only this, that the planters did not wish their negroes 
to attend Bethel chapel, but that they did not prevent them attending 
the clergymui of the eatablisbed church. 

They, had, in the character of these, clergy men, and of thor ntuatiim, 
a guarantee against any improper, doctrines b^g taught. 

The Prisoner, however, has himself proved, UiiA not only were oom- 
plainti made against him individually, but that the complainta were of 
such a nature, and of such weight, as to induce the governor to withhold 
the pmnission whidi he sought, to erect another chapel ; the Prisoner's 
attempt to prove,, by JfdiaDaTieB, that Mr. Cort saidhe would not grant 
the Prisoner Kcense to preach on his estate, is, perhaps, wholly unworthy 
ot re^ly. The Pdsonei summoned Mr. Cort as a witness, bat he wonld 
not eaanniie him ; the reason is obvious neither the thing was not so, 
or, if. it was, Mr. Cort could have given good reasons for bis refusoL 
The same thing precisely took place with regard to Mr. Hopkinson, and 
serves to show, to what a stranee mode of proceeding the Prisoner was 
obliged to have recourse ; at^ events, Mr. Austin has himself proved, 
ibati «Aadever. might have^ been the complaints, this particular one aliont - 
atteniifing B^el chapel, was removed previous to the revest 

Not to detain the Coyrt longer on this branch of the subject, as to the 
doctrines of Bethel diapel, 1 shall make but one remark more.. The 
Prisoner asaerts, that he made.it a rule to adjnit no negroes tohis^chapel 
or baptism, unless recommended by their mastera as good and obedient 
Servants. If these negroes were obedient when they first went to listen 
to his doctrines, and these same men afterwards rose in rebelUon agwnst 
their masters, what must we think of the doctrines which have been 
preached to ^em. 

On the anbjact of the instructiDns from home regarding the slaves, 
and to ^lich, as to the proximate cause, this revolt has been ascribed, 
-bow did diese first bacoiSB known to the negroes ? It is proved in evi- 
dence, and adnutted by the Prisoner, that Mr. Stewart heard from the 
.Prisoner, early in .the laontb of August, of Qnomina being acquainted 
with these instmettow. . The Prisoner states, that.Quamina bad coma 
4o^ium.toaak hhn.dwutiffaon, and he told him what tbey were. The 
Fjisoncris pmiBd toi point out who first men.don«d it to Quaivina, and 
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h* CTidM On* bj Myhig, h« did not vish to criminate any one; diii ii 
too flimn a pretext to (kceire die most uiiUiiDking; : and if the Prisoner 
awignR at knowled^ the nei^roee had of theae instrnctioni as the cauM 
of the revolt, it wai at laaat incnmbent on him to ihew, that he was not 
, the penon who fiiat gare them (hat knowledge or iDfbn]ati<ni ; at present, 
the creditof doing h> rests with him ; all metta to trace it farther back 
are naanutin^. 

1 have BOW, gentlemen, sone throagh the principal points, I believe, 
at the cWdence, more pecnTiarly belonging to the first chains ; I say 
nore peculiarly, for the whole of the evidence on all the cln^ea seems 
to me to prove more or less the intention ascribed to the Prisoner. 

In the first charge, the conduct of the Prisoner through the wh<A€ 
appean, from beginning to end, one consistent system, one unifbrm plan ; 
and, therefore, in judging of intention it may be taken allogeUier ; but the 
parts iriiidi I have dius Hr detailad, seem to form the ground-woA of 
tba frit dtarga : and I be^ kar*, ere I |>roee«d to the next diarg«, to 
bring before ymi, in one vein, the vtriois poiatswhidi I conceive aueady 
proved. 

These are, that the Prisoner poasesaad great inSneace over his coogre- 
gation ; that he was ever ready to receive and listen to die complunis of 
the negroes ; and freqnently, in these cues, advised them to disobey aad 
diaregud their masters. 

-Iliat he taught them to consider tbdr masters hostile to reUgion, and 
exposed b^ their cmiduct to the indigaadon of the Almighty. 

Which interference with the master, aad which representatioii of him, 
ksevitaUy tended to destroy all their confidence in hns, and to degrade 
bin in dteir eyes. 

That, further, the negroes were tanght by die PiiHmer to look on tiiera' 
•elvBsas peiMcnted for religion ; that there existed great irriOttioti and 
diwat i sf actioB amongvt ttiem, and that they murmured at not havini^ a 
dn to dmaidves. 

lint. tbOagh the Prisoner well knew that their minds were thus iiri- 
lUad, and though he was well aware diat they would p^rert, and take, 
as amicable to themselves, any passujc whtcb could at all be btooght 
to bear on their situatioB as slaves, he yet read to diem the Usury 
of dte deltverance of the Israelites from ^ypt, and of the wars of the 
Jews, and explained it to them in words post oacdy fitting their own 
condhioD, that he led them, by example and precept, to treat tigbdy the 
Orders of government. 

Fairer, that rebellion did break out amoiwstdu negroes on dw IMt 
Aagast ; dut the attendants at Bethel chapel were deeply implicated in 
Ais rebellion; andtiiat,ia Ihct, some of dre principal men in uwt chapel 
were the leaders or heul men in it. 

Should' these fhcts be proved, the first charge ie ckarly made out. 
^I shall now proceed to die next charges. la his d^nce, Ae Frisosa 
anxes up the 3d diarn with the 3d and 4th ; bdt these diatgas at* 
-porfecdy independent <rf each oAer. To shorten the natter as modi aa 
possible, however, I shall go straif^t through widi de bets of the esM, 
M the order of tisoe, up to the condasion and ckn-mthe arMSt of the 
l^somr; and tAwwards apply tiiem to the ehwwM to which t^ Iw- 
hwg. 9j i4iit has boM dready stated, «iA by M JmmmI of 4ba SM 
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Hay Iwt, it »ppews that tlu PriKner was well «wai« of the diacontent 
amoDgit the ne^roea ; and al»o of their being informed of the arriTal of 
the late iostructioni, if, indeed, he did not hiinaelf mak& the fint comma- 
Dicatioo on tbia head to Quamina. 

It will be proper to beoi these circumstances in mind, in examiniar 
ihe evidence on these cbai^ies; Manuel Btalea, that on Sunday the 3a, 
which he had miitakea fot the 10th of Aanat, Quamina and he went to 
the Piiionei in his room upstairs, where & eonvenation which he then 
details toc^ place. There is an accidestal confirmation of the testimony 
of this witness, which deserves to be marited. Ihe commencement of 
the conversation refers to Mr. Cort and Mr. Stewart's interview with the 
Prisoner, and is most fully corroborated by Mr. Stewart's own statement 
of that conversatioa. Where did Hanuel learn what passed at this 
conversation, if not, as he states, /rom the Piiaoner himself? Manuel, 
after mentioning this and some other points of minor importance about 
the paper, as he terms it, goes on to say, that Qoamma b^ged the 
Prisoner to take Jack and Job^^ and talk to them, as they wanted to 
make trouble about this paper; they wuited to make a push for iL 
That the Prisoner ag^reed to do so; and he declares that, after church, he 
saw the Prisoner take these two men aside and converse with them, 
namely. Jack of Success, and Joseph of Bachelor's Adventure, two 
noted ring-leaders in the revolt. 

This conversation the Prisoner denies ; bat the only disproval attempted 
is, that he was enzaged that very day ftom seven to past four. o'clock, 
and therefore it could not have taken place. Even in tnins to prove this 
defence, weak as it is, be has &iled completely; and, had he proved it, 
there was s^ time enough in the day for such a nmversation to have 
taken place. 

Ttiere was no attempt to show that Manuel had not been there. As 
to Maaoel's not finding water in the kitchen, it is unworthy of an answers 

We now come to Sunday the 17th. On this day there was a mufk 
laij^ coi^egation than usual ; at least, if we are to believe the witnesses 
tat the pjrosecution, together with Jason and Manr Chiaholm of the da-^ 
fence, ia preCerence to Charlotte, Mai«, and London. 

The text which the Prisoner preached from on that day, beginning at 
the 41st verse of the 19th chap, of Luke, he admits was a test so liable 
to be interpreted against him, uat he argues, from this very circumstance, 
his ignorance of the intended revolt Certainly, if it was by pure aoct- 
dent that be was led to choose a text so appropnate to the occasion, it 
was, to say the least of it, a most extraordmiary circumstance ; bat when 
all that the Prisoner admits, he knew of the state of the negroes' minds, 
«ad also the positive inCKinfttioahe had already rtceived of this iMended 
rebellion are considered, I may be peimitt«d to doubt this ex^aiintion of 
chafact. ^ 

With i^aid to what took place after church on thii day, there is a 
great deal urged by the Priaooei respecting the contradicUiMU of the 
witnesses on both sides, as to the time when the negroes wcbt to the 
Prisoner's house ; some tavii^ they went straight Emu chapel, others, 
they went first to the middle walk of Success. 

. .The witiwsias tot the p^>MCutioD may be easily reoondlsd with each 
Other ; the ned^wes conuDg out from chapel went accoaa the middle, walk 
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of L« lUsoaveniT in crowdi, or in & bodj, to tha middle w!tlk of Sue 
ceis; the;^ Ulked of this matter ms they went &tolig; and it. is very pro- 
, bable that Manuel bad not ^ out of tbe middle walk of Le ReRouveuir, 
when he advised Bristol to go und speak to Hr. Smith; this simple ex- 
planation would remove the ooly difference between him and Bristol. 

It is indeed precisely what Bristol says, and accords exactly with 
Seatmi, who declares that Bristol did not go tO the middle Widk of Sue* 
«ess; and further, that after he had heard a few words of what the 
Prisoner said abont the paper from home, he was told by Quamina to go 
to the middle walk of Success, and stop the people there; that he weqt 
away, and overtook Manuel on the road 'to the middle walk of Success. 
This statement also is the one adopted by the Prisoner in his defence ; 
that he found Bristol talking to Mrs.' Smith about bis litUe girl, and the 
rest of the negroes called in to bid him goOd-bye before they went away; 
his witness, Charlotte, suj^nsthis; but Peter, Shute, and MaryChis- 
holm deny it; but bow far Mary Chisholm could see, may perhaps be 
doubtod ; and Shute is evidently wron^ in his statement,- for he says, he 
was at the middle path; and yet Quamina, who was at the middle path 
also; sent Bristol to come and call him and Peter, in order that they 
might go to the Prisoner's together. 

Thii is in direct contradiction to the Prisoner's own statement. The 
testimony of Bristol seems therefore to be the most accurate, and indeed 
agrees besi, as I observed, with the Prisoner's own account of this tran- 
sactioD ; nor is it contradicted by any but Shate and Manuel, the forner 
<rf' vbom is liable to great objections, and the latter easily explained. 
The distance of the chapel irom the meeting, I may remark, was hot fira 
miniitM' walk. The substance of this communication, as detailed by 
Bristol, is, that they plainly told the Prisoner, they intended to take their 
freedom by force s that the Prisoner asked thetn how Atey intended to 
do it, and observed that the soldiers were too strong for U)em; and, wind 
would they do with the whites? Iliey answered, they- would drive them 
to town. He told them they would not go, and &e soldierA w<^ld 
drive them back, and, tberefore, they must not do so ;- they, espedally the 
christians, must have nothing to do with it. Peter states it titus; Quamina 
told the Prifloner they would drive all the managers of the estates to 
town to the courts, to see what was the best thing tiiey could -obtain for 
the slaves; the Prisoner said, that wle foolish, how will you be tlble to 
drive the whites to town? and added, there was a good law now making 
for them, and they would lose it if they behaved so ; and said, Quamina, 
don't btiog yourself into any disgrace; to which Quamina answered, 

■yes, sir, 

. ShntB does not go 80 much into detail even as Peter, thoagh to t&e 
same etfwt ; but says, Quamina'8 answer was, I will see. 

The statement of Bristol is more extended than those of Shot«' and 
Peter, tke Prisbner'B witnesses; but these witnQMts all agree as to'the 
main point, namely, their declaring to tfae-Prisoner their intention of 
.driving 'Ae whites to town ; and if this be thO'Only thing admitted as 
proved, it is quite enough for the chairges which haVe been preferred 
against the Prisoner. 

> If all that Bristol stated about the soldiers' be struck onti what remains 
is ample proof of die Prisoner's guilt ; at tbe stmt time, tiie evid«acfe 
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oT Bristol seems to me the moEli to b§ relied on, from mftny other parte 
of the evidence, and from his intelligence, which vae doubtleei the caase 
of his bein^ raised to the post of deacon ; the points Kt variance be< 
tween the wilnesses, on which almost the whole of the Prisoner's sum- 
ming up turns, are of little consequence ; the testimony of the negroes 
may not agree in the ineignificant parts, but it is on alt essential poiata 
the same in SBbstenoe. 

The dtse^eetnent, indeed, only removes all suspicion of collusion 
among the witnesees. 

The Prieoner attacka, however, the competency of negroes to give 
testimony at all ; and seems to argne that negroes are not admitted as 
evidence in our ordinary Courts here. But, geutlemen, this is contrary 
to the ftict; and, had he thought proper to raise an objection to them 
at the commencement of this trial, I could have brouf;ht you the deci' 
sions of the court of justice of the colony, to show that white and free 
criminals have been tried and convicted on negro evidence; but the 
objection comes too late, and it comes with an espedal bad grace froqt 
the Prisoner, who rests bis own innocence principally on the testimony 
of these people. 

His arguments, against their credibility, founded on their want of 
manory, are at once rebutted by the tales which they have told you 
"from the Bible ; this correctness, as to the substance of the tale, in m^ 
who cannot read, totally disproves the Prisoner's assertion. Mr. Van 
Coptea, (hough the Prisoner rests muoh on bis testimony, gives merely 
his opinion en this point; and even, he says, negroes may remember a 
short ^isconrse; but you, gentlemen, have yourselves seen, that.thfy 
can reinember a G;ood de^ more ; and if the Prisoner's statement be cor- 
rect, that he never read the chapters to them twice, and that it is two years 
since he explained the history of Moses, their memories surely canaot be 
called In queslion. I might further remark, Uiat the Prisoner formerlv held 
these men, whose memory and whose veracity he now so violently im- 
peaches, in a very different light. Heentrasted Bristol with the examina- 
tion of the candidates fbr baptism ; with preparing them for admission to the 
Lord's table, instructing them in all their duties, and he now wishes to say, 
that Bristol is not to be believed on oath. He tells you-in one part of 
bis defeijce, that the negroes have no such love for mith aqd justice as 
would induce then to tell the truth on oath; and a few pages after he 
most iqconsisteiitly lauds them for the love of religion ; a love so strongly 
implanted in them, ttiat the power of mas will not be able to eradicate 
it ; and, he avers, that in the midst of the revoll, and whilst liiey were 
in arms, this sense of religion governed their conduct and rastrained 
thcQi from shedding blood. Surely these inconsistencies ate muck 
greater than those with which the negroes' evidence is chained- But 
the prisoner linnself admits, in his defence, that they did say something 
abont their sending Aeir managers to town ; let it be considered tbat 
this conversation, according to the evidence of bis own witnesses, Sfcnle 
and Peter, if they are to be taken in preference to Bristol, was after they 
bad been at the midAe walk of Success, seUling their plans, and then is 
it likely they shoidd use the phrase of sending their managers to t«wn, 
especially, as he himself says, Ihey are more accustomed to the l^fd 
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^rive; bat, even if ihey had uaed only Uw wordi whick ihi Friioaer 
Bays, were they not sufficiently iDdicative of their evil inl^t? But, 
fuTtheimore, gentletnen, that the communication of the iiegnMS vaa bo 
pluD and o(>en as to distinctly show him there vaa (ome plan on foot, 
we have his own admission in hia letter to Jacky Reed, a point which he 
has carefully avoided touching on in his defence, as tending to show his 
knowledge on the I7tb. This letter, were further proof required, demon- 
strates the positive knowledge of some scheme being in agitation; and, 
therefore, does away with the ignorance which the Priaoner now affects. 
There is no evading, no getting; rid of this, and it aarries back his know- 
ledge to .the I7th; — " 1 learned yesterday there was some scheme in 
agitation," All the witnesses, who speak to this point, declare, that 
they went to the Prisoner for the espress purpose of telling him what 
they were going to do. And is it. creaible that they would iralk to his 
house with this very intent, and then not tell him what they meant to 
do? He says, it is not probable Quamina should tell me of a revolt in the 
presence of four men ; but these four men went with Quamina, as his 
own -witnesses say, for this express pu^se, and would their presence 
then deter him from speaking out? This, however, was not the only 
interview be had this day with Quamina. Seaton states positively, that 
he returned after the meeting in Success middle-walk had finally broken 
up, to Le ResoQvenir v.ith Quamina, whom he saw go into the Pri- 
soner's house ; he, Seaton, went into the negro-yard, about some corn, 
wbieh a woman of the name of Asia had for him. The Prisoner brings 
against tkia testimony not the evidence of Asia, who could at ooce have 
spoken to the fact, but the evidence of Charlotte and Mi, Hamilton. 
Charlotte, it seems, was about the house till past five o'clock, though she 
admits people might have come into the house without hei seeing them. 
Mr. Hamilton -proves, he met the Prisoner waking out at a quarter or 
half-past six ; this does not touch Seaton, who states, that when Qua- 
mina came out of Mr. Smith's house be went to Success with him, and 
that they reached home just as the sun went down; this would leave 
the Prisoner time enough before he met Mr. Hamilton. We neit find, 
that, on the morning of the 18th, the Prisoner comes to town in his 
chaise, that he passes the residence of the burgher-c^tain of bis disr 
trict; -the quarters of colonel Leahy, and the garrison, and very near 
the residence of his excellency the governor, and that of his honor the 
president ; that he repasses all these places, on bis way out of town, and 
that he returns home without breathing a syllable of what he had heard. 
If he did 'not -make (he communication it certainly was not from want 
of opportunity. With regard to the proof of his knowledge on the 1 8th, 
the Prisoner feels himself so completely cut off from the possibility of 
denying it, .that he has recourse to an evasion, which cannot serve him. 
He has objected to the admissibility of the evidence as to what took 
place on the ISth, as he says, the 3d charge limits the day to the 17th. 
In answer to which, I refer to Phillips' Law of Evidence, p. 229. " It 
" is a rule in pleading, that every material fact, which is issuable and 
" triable, must be averred to bare happened at a certain time and 
" plaoe. However, it will not generally be necessary to prove the time 
-" precisely, as laid, unless that particular time is material. This is the 
" constant course of proceeding m giimioal prosecutions, from the highest 
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*' oBenc* to ths loweat. In hig^h-treason, evidence may be given oT att 
" orert-flct either beftire or after the day specified in the iadictment; 
" the particular day is not material in point of proof,' and is lAerely 
" matter of forin ; objections of this kind, on behalf of the Prisoner, have 
" been repeatedly orerruled;" and, it may be remarked, that if this is 
the mw!tice of ordinary Courts, how much leas reason to eomplain has 
the Prisoner, in a CoHrt-martia), where he is allowed so many days to 
prepare his defence, after all the evidence has beeo gone throagh, and 
where, of course, he cannot be taken by surprise. This objection, there- 
fore, cannot stand. The letters of Jackey Reed and Jack Gladstone, 
which were given in evidence, were too explicit to be misunderstood. 
The Prisoner received these letters and returned an answer to JatAey 
Reed before six o'clock that evening, when the measenger Guildford 
got out of the estate the san. was just. down. The letter of Jack Glad- 
stone pointed the writer himself out as one of the principal men in the 
intended insurrection, and mentioned, that the brethren of Bethel chapel 
were all engaged in it. This man Jack was on the next estate to the 
Prisoner on me one «ide, and the burgher-captain was on the neift 
estate on the other side. Besides which, there was the manager on the 
estate and two overseers close to him; he had a horse in hi» stable, as 
Elizabeth says, which Charlotte denies, asserting it was loose in the 
yard, a thing not very likely, as the Prisoner had a grass-cutter in his 
employ; he had, at all events, three servants in the yard ; tbe grass- 
cutter, Charlotte, and ElizabeUi; and what does he do? does he make 
any attempt to secure the ringleader ? or to give information, even to the 
manager, who was within a few roods of faim ? no ; he was so much agi- 
tated that he went out to take a walk with bis wife ; and the onl^ use 
he makes of these letters, tiie proofs of the conspirators' guilt, is to 
destroy them. 

The revolt breaks oat at about half-past six, as Hamilton states, or 
later, as the other witnesses say ; but, up to the moment of its actually 
t>reaking out, the Prisoner never gave, to any human being,, the slightest 
hint which might put him on his ^ard. 

He attributes diia all to bis agitation; yet, he was so far composed, 
as to write a moat cautious and guarded answer to Jackey Reed. 

Cautious as this answer is, and much as the Prisoner talks of his rea- 
diness to give information, do we find that he here tells Jackey to warn 
his master of what was to happen ? not a hint of such a thing. Would 
it have escaped the attention of any well-meaning man to have directed 
Jackey to go and tell .his master immediately of this plot, and put die 
whites around on thdr gaard T but he is totalfy silent on this head. 

Hie more this letter is considered, the m<»e clear does the Prisoner's 
connectioQ with this revolt appear; the more evident is his determina- 
tion not to give infonnatbn on the subject, which may lead to the dis- 
covery of it; nor even in his letter to Jacky Reed does he call on him 
to suppress it. 

It IS a strange fact, that the Prisoner seems to have taken a resolution 
to this effect long before. I refer to his Journal, where he says, " Hav- 
" ing just finished reading Mr. Walker's Letters on the West Indies, I 
." have thought mnch of the treatment of the negroes, and, likewise, 
" tbe state of their minds. It appears to me very probable, that 'ere lone 
Y 3 
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" tbej will resent th« injunei don* lo then. I.riHiuld think, it my dulf 
" lo itate my opinion respecting this, to some of die mien of the colony, 
" but am fearful, from the conduct of the 6scaal in this lete afiiur of the 
" negioei being worked on a Sunday, that they would be more solicitous 
" to silence me, by requiring me to criminate some individual, tb»a to 
" redress the wrongs done to the slarea, by diligently watching the con> 
" duct of the planters themselves, and bringing them to justice, (withodt 
" the interrention of missionaries) when the<^ detect such abuses of the 
" law as lo frequently take place." So that it is plain, be had even then 
made up his mind, that if any thine of the kind should talce place, be 
would let it take iU course, he would not warn the auUiorities. 

The further proofs of the Prisoner's previous knowledge of the revolt 
are to be found in the testimony of John Bailey and John Aves. 

The cross-examination of Jtdin Aves, has clearly established that there 
was no mistake between these two witnesses as to the Prisoner's havii^ 
declared he knew of the revolt six weeks ago. Aveg says, " he was walk- 
" ing in and out of the room, and sometimes spoke to the Fiisorter; tiiat 
" Bailey was sitting down, carrying on a ccnversation with him," which 
does away with all the Prisoner's retnarks on the subject It mast strike 
every observer with the same surprise as it did JtAm Bailey, that the Pri- 
. soner should be living on the estate, the only white thete, except Hn. 
Smith, perfectly unmolested, and, as he said, perfectly secure; and the 
suspicion of CE^tain Simpson, that he must have been. in collnsion witii 
the negroes, is the most nataral inference to be drawn from such a 
circumstance! 

But to go beyond suspicions, We 6tid^ by the testimony of Mi<<^i«ll, 
collaterally strengthened by that of Doos, that, on the motniog of the 
19tfa, Quamiaa is traced to the Prisoner's yard. At this time, Doos and 
Mitchell prove, that the men of the estate bad all left it, and dierewss 
the less probability of Mitchell mistaking aome of tibnn pMsi^ for 
Quamina. 

Ilie Prisoner h^ a«td, tlus witness is auworthy of credit; but, be has 
oei^ier attempted to make good hie assertion, nor to disprove, by the 
testimony of his servantit, this visit of Quamina. 

If bis only reproach to the evidence of Mitchell be, that he expressed 
in bis negro language his belief in a God above, the repreach is nothing. 
Peake, in his woric on evidence, page 149, says, in a late case, Mr. 
Justice BuUer would not snffer the particular opioions of a nan profeas- 
ing the chrisdan dreligiwi to be examined into, bat made the only ques- 
tton whether he believed the suiction of an oath, the being of a deity, 
and a future state of rewards and punishments ; but a pSnon who has 
BO idea of the being of a God, or a future st^s, is not admitted. 
Mitdiell was, therefore, a perfectly compAent witness. The neKt-riait 
of QnamiBa to the Prisoner, on the night of the 20th August, is-^lly 
admitted by the Prisoner, and, therefore, it would be waste of time tn 
go into proof of it; the only point of difference is, with regard to tlic 
shutting of the door. An^e (Ankey) declares it to have been shut as Bbon 
as Quamina went in. Elizabeth is brought to contradict this ; she ttcjt, 
the back door was not shut; but, she admits, she did not see QuaniiMi 
go in. She only saw him in the ball, and when he come out. Hie lact 
of the door having been shut rests, therefore, uncontradicted^ for tdl 
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'that cui be isud of Elindietb'i bvidence is, that the -door vas aft«rwards 
opened; but when, or by whom, whetbet by accideot or iatemioii, doftg 
not appear. 

Thu fact bdng so fdlly .proved by the Prisoner, iti order to defend 
himself from the conBoqueifces of it, Btsits the three following objections: 

iat. " He says, it is not proved that QaamiDa was a rebel." 
- 3d. " Tbat he had not any knowtedgfii Kt tiie time, of his being an 
" insurant." 

3d. " Nor does it appear that 1 g-ave hhn any intelligence, or held 
" any such aorrespondence with hira, as can subject me to punishment." 

On the first point, the Prisoner admits that the evidence has gone to 
.shew that Quamina was engaged in the revolt; it has, indeed, gone thus 
far, and much further, ftnr it is proved that he was a ringleader in the 
rebeUion, and that he was shot, by an expedition sent into the Bush in 
pursuit of him, with a promise of a reward Of lOOOf. for his capture. 

It it true, the shooting of him was, of course, snbsequeat to his inter- 
view with the Prisoner, and this part of the proof does not apply there'; 
but, it alone answers all the arguments of uie Prisoner, on the subject 
of the nicessity of Quamina's bemg tried and convicted, before he, the 
Prisoner, can be panished for holding correspondence with him ; for, Sfr 
W. -Bladistone, in his Commentaries, Book 4, c. 3, and c, 25, in treating 
of this law, as regards the trial of an accessor^, pmnts out the reason tS* 
die law to be the fear of contradiction, if the accessary were condemned 
to-day, and die principal acquitted to-morrow; hut, he adds, by Statute 
of 1 Ann. e. 29; " if the principal be once convicted, and, before. 
" attainder, delivered by pardon, the benefit of elei^, or otherwise; or 
" if The principal stands mute, or challenges, peremptbrity, above the 
" legal number of ^rors, so as never to be convicted at all, in any of 
" tbe cases, in which no subsequent trial can be had of the principal, 
" the accessary may be proceeded against as if the principal felon had 
" been attainted, far there is no danger of future contradiction," 

It has been provedj tbat Quamina was shot in open rebellion ; diat he 
41 BOW hung in chains in Success middle-walk; and, that he declared 
be would never be taken alive; and can the ^ilty escape, who aided 
itim in ha rebellion, because be, Quamina, was so bold a trkitor as. to per- 
severe, in bis desperate career, even unto death ? 

On the second point, of his not knowing Quamina to be a rebel. 

If you, gentlemen, are to believe the conversation between the'.Pri- 
aoner and the negroes, on the Sunday, there can be no doubt of the 
PrisoBer's knowledge of Quamina being engaged in this revolt; and, I 
beg it may be observed, tbat, though he says that he did not conceive 
that to be his meaning at the time, yet, he admits, Jackey Reed's lettOT 
opened his eyes on &is point; and, therefore, he, at all events, must 
have been perfectly well aware of Quaroina's guilt on Monday night. 
BeeideB, the rebellion, on the same Monday night, must have surely 
Tendered it imposslMe for him to doubt on this. point any longer. He 
himself tells Bailey, that the negroes were all in rebellion around him. 
But, besides this, Kitty Stewart, on the very Wednesday night of Qua- 
mfaia's visit, mna away from Snccess, to the estate where the Prisoner 
lived, and comes to the Prisoner to beg for protection, and to be allowed 
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to reinain iii hii bouis, as all Ibe ne^rOei of Success were in ft state of 
rebellion. 

Look then tl the anniety of Mrs. Smith to get thii woman oat of die 
WBj, 80 that she might DOt lee Quamina. The ihuttiDK of the door, 
after be went id, and die threat of pimiihrneat to ElizabeU if she told 
any one of hia haviog beea there. 

The Prisoner sajB, these were the acta of Mrs. Smith, and do not tonch 
him, and that he did not send for Quamina; but, if he did not send for 
Quamina, it was, at all erents, in unison with his wish, as is proved by 
Romeo. An attempt has been made to invalidate Romeo's testimony, by 
proving that there was no noise on the estate on Tuesday evening; but 
this is beside the question, for the wtUiesit meant to describe the revolt, 
when he spoke of the noise among the negroes. 

The third objection, viz. as to Uie kind of correspondence he had with 
Quamina, applies only to the second chai^, and. not to the fourth. 

As to the precise words which at this time passed between the Pri- 
soner and the rebel Quamina, that 1 cannot undertsJie to prove, nor 
indeed ia it at all necessary ; the friendly nature of the interview is shewn 
by the effect of Quamina s coming out of the Prtsoncr's house with a 
bottle of porter, which he had not when he went in : it was mo«t probably 
this bottle, tied in a handkerchief, and slung at the ebd of his stick, that 
Elizabeth meant when she said he had a bundle over his shoulder. After 
half- an -hour's conversation at the very least, Qnamina departs witbovt 
let or molestation : nor did tiie Prisoner attempt, either before or after 
hia departure, to give to the authorities any information as to this visit: 
he cannot plead the difficulty of making the communication as an excuse 
for his silence the next day, for on that day he saw Lieutenant Nurse at 
his own house, with a Etrong escort of soldiers, sufficient to take him to 
the post at Felicity ; but he never hints at any thing of Quamina's visit ; 
nor can it be passed over in silence, that the Prisoner, daring this revolt, 
remained quietly seated in his house, and that no negro ever came near 
him, to offer him any insult, or to touch his property ; that every other 
white person, within the reach of the rebels, along the coast, was treated 
with indignity; or forced to fly, except where protected fov the soldiery. 

Hie Prison^:, indeed, asserts,- that this insurrection had been unlike 
any other that ever took place, either here or in Barbadoes, &c., and 
marked by a spirit of mildness and religion ; but in the revolt of Barba- 
does, there was only one white man lulled ; and against this, what a 
frightful set-off does the insurrection here Ijtmish ; the violent assaults 
at Golden Grove, and elsewhere, in which many of the whites were 
wounded, and, above all, the murders at Nabacles ; these murders took 
place in the presence of the very Sandy who was one of •them that said 
"we wiU not take life, because we caonot give it;" and who, by his own 
confession, shot a negro boy ; nor do I believe, that any one act of vio- 
lence was committed, at which the christian leaders were not present. 

In his defence, on these charges, the Prisoner avers that the n^roes 
did not enter into a full detail of lime, place, and circumstance, and, 
therefore, that he could not be said to have any knowledge ; what be 
heard could excite nothing but suspicion, which suspicion ne' was not 
bound to communicate: Uiat all persons in the colony had at. that Ume 
suspicions a? to the state of the iiegroes; the first part of this reasoning . 
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managers tp town, which all the witnesses agree in Baying was made, 
gave &e Prisoner the knowledge of the fact, and if all men s suspicions 
were at that time awake, ought he not to have treated this communica- 
tioD with more attention thaa if made at the time when he had no previ- 
ous suspicion, otherwise the effect of suspicion must be to throw a man 
off his guard. 

In his observaUooB on the evidence of Aves and Bailey, he asks, does 
the word know necessarily imply knowledge, derived upon information 
or participation; does it not imply an opinion founded on certain data? 
This quesiioa answers iUelf ; but he says, this evidence cannot affect me, 
for it goes to prove me to have known of the revolt six weeks before^ 
whereas that revolt was not planned till the day preceding. The evidence 
of ^e negroes shows the reVolt was plannea previous even to the six 
weeks ; the minute details may not have been told to the common people, 
till Sunday the 17th. 

The Pnsoner goes on to attempt to show that the revolt was to be 
expected from a variety of circumstances, and to defend himself, charges 
the authorities with bung aware of the bad state of the negroes' miniU. 

Admitting, for the sake of argument, tliat the authorities hul reason 
to believe Uie negroes were dissatisfied ; does this excuse the Prisoner 
for not communicating to them his positive knowledge, that a lebellioa 
was actually about to break out ? 

With regard to the information conveyed by Jackey'a letter, the Pri- 
soner says, admitting this, what further crime did I commit than Cap- 
tain M'Turk, and others, who knew it at an earlier hour. The crime 
does not consist in the knowledge of the revolt, but in the concealment 
of tliat knowledge; bad he done what Captain M'Turk and the others 
did ; had he given information, had he prepared to suppress it, he would 
have then stood on a more equal footing with them; but, instead of that, 
he never. gives any warning to a human being; he writes to a nfigro oa 
the subject, and never tells him to use bis efforts in putting a stop to it, 
or to discover it to his master ; and he destroys the strongest proof of 
the guilt of the ring-leaders ; was this the conduct of Captain M'Turk? 

What he asserts of Capt. Speacer and others not believing it, is not 
proved ; if it were, it would only go to show how much less certain their 
knowledge was than his, who held in his hand a written declaration of 
the intention to revolt. 

Independent, then, of what the Prisoner himself confessed to Bailey 
and Aves. it has, I think, been shown that he, the Prisoner, cams to 
the knowledge of the intended revolt amongst the n^roes on the 10th 
of August ; &at he received on this subject further information on the 
I7th of August. 

That betore six o'clock in the evening of the 1 8th August, he had in 
his possession a letter from one of the ringleaders, statinD^ the time and 
place, when and where the revolt was to commence ; ana that he never 
gave any information thereof to the proper authorities. 

Any one of these facts being proved, establishes the 3d chaise, which 
is confined to the mere previous knowledge. 

The 4th charge is satisfied by proving the bare circumstance of his 
being in presence of Quamina, athishouse,onthe I9thaad20lh An^at, 
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»i>d Itie friendW" eonHnunicatioB which he held with him at that tiUMf,' 
together with toe iniervtew on the 10th and 17th August, make outthe 
second charge. 

As, in going through the defence, I omitted one or two points, it is ne- 
cessttry for me to notice thetn 'ere I conclude, though, peniaps, this may 
not be the most proper place. On the subject of the Journal, the Prisonet 
dilates in many parts of his defence. He admits it was intended for 
the Mi»si«n«ry Society, and the instructions whic^ have been read to 
you, gentlemen, direct his keeping such a Joumal. He admits, farther, 
that he has sent extracts from it home ; but states, that for some time 
p««tbe has kept it for his private use. Whatever credence maybe given 
to the latter part of this statement, it can have no effect on the extracts 
of the Jowmal which have been referred to m evidence, for these prove 
clear and disthrct facts on the admission of the Prisoner himself. That 
•ome of the Prisoner's opinions have been mingled up with these facts, 
so that in quoting the one the other came out ; and that these opinions 
have been invariably hostile to government and the due subordination 
and peace of society, is the hnh not of the prosecutor but of the 
. Prisoner. The Prisoner has himself, however, cited his opinions in the 
Joarna! in hrs defence, and nothing farther need be said on this subject. 
In his reply to the first charge, the Prisoner sets ont by avowing his aver- 
«io« to slsrvery, whether it be well or ill founded; whether his opinion on 
this head be true or false, is not the question ; but it seems to me, that no 
man has a right to publish sentiments which can only lead to the sub- 
▼ersioD of the society in which he lives. 

The remarks on Dr. M'Tark's evidence were answered in their proper 
place ; but the Prisoner urges two , objections against this evidence alto- 
gether, which have been omitted : — first, that it cannot be received under 
any of the charges : — second, that it relates to matter more than tiiree 
years ago, and is barred by the 168th section of the Mutiny Act. 

It may be very convenient for the Prisoner to get rid of all evidence 
that tiffeetx his character, or that goes to show he was a bad subject, 
that be possessed great influence over the negroes, and determined to 
use that influence in defiance of the constituted authorities; but if 
evidence, such as this, be not admitted, how can any man be convicted 
of the crime here charged? 

The 158th secUon of the Mutiny Act has, as ^ as I can see, nothing 
to do with the quesUbn. It declares, that the gpectfic act for which a 
man b tried must have taken place within the three last preceding 
years ; bat it does not prohibit evidence, tending to establish the crime, 
being adduced, though of a date antecedent to that. It, in fact, never 
hints at fixing any period as to the admissibility of evidence. Snpposing a 
man had been for ten years gradually sapping the principles of the soldiers, 
withiTitent to excite ttem to mutiny, and that such mutmy had, at length, 
broken out in the year 1 820 for instance, I should snppoSc he could plead 
this section of Ihe Act, if tried for that specific mnliny in the year 18M— 
but if brought to trial within the three years, can there be any doubt of the 
admrSHibihty of evidence to prove the system on which he nad been act- 
inff, though that evidence went back to thfi very commencement of Jiis 
seditious practices ten years before.? The Prisoner proceeds to animad- 
vert on Dr. M'Turk's conduct in arresting him: he says, that he was 
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ftOt sequired as a Boldler, and JCh. M'Tiirk'* order was a njere pretence.. 
To support this, he has produced captain Simpson, who says, the ground 
of his arrest was, that he looked on the Prisoner's remaining on ths" 
eatate, alone, a$ a very suspicious circumstance ; supposing, then, that 
Dr. M'Turk did not re<^uire him as a soldier, tak'ng his own version of it, 
what does he make of it after all ? why, that Dr. M'Turk, who, in such 
times had full power to arrest all suspicious characters, did not wish tft 
use any harshness which could .possibly be avoided ; and chose rather 
to remov^ the Prisoner, by gentle means, without hurting his feelings, l<^ - 
aplace of security, than to do this by a direct arrest. Jt was not hi$ 
Wish to arrest him ; on the contrary, he wished to avoid it. Supposing 
this, does it discredit Dr. M'Turk. 

_ 1 have now, gentlgmeo, gone through what occurred to me as the prinr 
cipal parts of this most important trial. No one can be more sensible 
than myself of the inefficient manner to which this task has been eiecur 
ted- But, gentlemen, I throw myself on your candour, and freely acknow- 
ledge all its defects. 1 have only to thank you, as I do 'most heartily, 
for the great indulgence you have shown me during these proceedingj. 
I shall not detain .you longer, .b.ut commit at once the case into jov 
hands, fully convinced, that whether your decision be the acquittal 9r 
condemnation of the Prisoner, it will do ample justice between the par- 
ties at your bar. . (Signed) J. L. Smitp, Jun. ■ 



TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY, SIth NOVEMB^, 3823: 

The Court .having most maturely and deliberately weighed and consi- 
dered the evidence adduced in support of the charges preferred agaiuat 
the Prisoner, John Smith, as well as the statements made by him jn his 
defence,__and the evidence thereon ; with respect to the first cheuge, to 
vit, " toT that he, the said John Smith, long previous to and up to the 
" time of a certain revolt and rebellion which broke out in this colony on 
"or about the ISthof August, now last past, did promote, as far as in him 
" lay, discontent and dissatisfaction in the minds of the negro-slaves . 
" towards their lawful masters,managers,and overseers, he, the said John 
" Smith, thereby intending to excite the said negroes to break out in such 
" open revolt and rebellion against the authority of tlieir lawful masters, 
"managers, and overseers, contrary to his allegiance and against the 
" peace of our Sovereign Lord the King, his crown and dignity," Is of 
opmion, that he, the Prisoner, John Smith, is guilty of thus much thereof, 
to wit, " For that he, the said John Smith, long previous to and up to 
" the time of a certain revolt and rebellion, which broke out in this colony 
" on or about the 18th of August now last past, did promote discontent 
" and dissatisfaction in the minds tif the negro-slaves towards theirlawful 
'* masters, managers, and overseers ;" but acquits him of the remainder 
of the said charge, for want of sufficient proof in support thereof. 

With respect to the second charge, niunely, " For that he, the said 
" John Smidi, having, about the 17th day of August last, and on divers 
" other days and times theretofore preceding, advised, consulted, and cor- 
" responded with a certain negronamed Quara in a, touching and concerning 
" a certain intended revolt and rebellion of the negro' Uave* within' these 
Z 
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*^ colonies or Demeraia and Euequibo; and, farther^ afui lucb revest and 
'' rebellion had actually commenced, and was in a courie qf prosecution^ 
*' hei the said John Smith, did further aid and assist in such lebellion, by 
," advising, consulting, and corresponding touching the same, with the 
'' said negro Quamina, to wit, on the 19th and 20th August last past, he, 
.*' the said John Smith, then well knowing such revolt and rebellion to be 
" in progress, and the said negro Quamina to be an insurgent en- 
." gag«d Aerein," the Court is of opinion, that he, the Prisoner, John Smith, 
is guilty of so much thereof as follows, yiz. " For that he, the saia 
"John Smilh, baring, about the 17lh day of August last, and on one day 
" theretofore preceding, advised, consulted, and corresponded with a 
" certain negro named Quamina, concerning and touctiing a certmn 
." intended revolt and rebellion of the negro-slaves within these colodies 
" of Demeraraand Essequibo; and, further, after such revolt and rebellion 
" had actually commenced, and was in a course of prosecution, he, the 
" said John Smith, did further aid and assist in such rebellion, by ad- 
" vising, Coniulting, and corresponding, touching the same, with the said 
" negro Quamina, to wit, on |be 20th August last past, he, the said John 
" Smith, then well knowing such revolt and rebellion to be in progress. 
," and the said negro Quaminalo be an insurant engaged therein ;" and 
acquits him of the remainder of the sdd charge. 

With respect to the third chaise, " For Ibat he, the said John Smith, 
" on the 17th August last past, and for a certain period of time thereto 
" pfeG^ing,havingcome to theknowtedgeof acertainrevoltandreijeliion 
" intended to take place within ihis colony, did not make known the same 
/' to the proper authorities; whicli revolt and rebellion did subsequently 
" take place, to wit, on or about the I8tb of August now last past;" thi^ 
Court is of opinion that he, the Prisoner, John Smith, is guilty thereof. 

With respect to the fourth chaise, viz. " For that he, the said John 
." Smith, alter such revolt and rebellion bad taken place, and during the 
/' existence thereof, to wit, on or about Tuesday and Wednesday the I9lii 
." and 20th August now last past, was at plantation Le Resouvenir, in 
" preseiLce ofandheldcommunicationwith Quamina, a negro of plantation 
'' Success, he, the said John Smith, then well knowing the said Quamin^ 
" to be an insttrgent engaged therein ; and that be, the said John Smith, 
" did not use bis utmost endeavours to suppress the same, by securing or 
" detuning the said insurgent Quamina.as a prisoner, or by giving infoc- 
" ination to the proper authorities or otherwise ; but, on the contrary, per- 
"'mitted the said insurgent Quamina to ro at large, and depaxt without 
" attempting ta seize and detain him, and without giving any information 
" rejecting him to the proper authoriUes, against the [leace of our So- 
" vereign Ixird the King, his crowii and dignity, and against the laws in 
" force in this colony, and in defiance of the proclamation of Martial Law 
.," issue4 by his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor;" the. Court is 
of opinion, that he, the Prisoner, John Smith, is guilty of so much 
thereof as follows, namely, ."For that he, the saidJohn Smith, after 
" such revolt and rebellion had taken place, and during the existence 
" thereof, to wit, on Wednesday the 20th of August now last past, was 
." at plantation Le Resouvenir in presence of, and held communicatioQ 
f vfiih Qnamina, a negro of plantation Success, he, the said Johi; 
" Smith, then well knowing the said Quamina to be an insurgent engaged 
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" therein ; and that he, the said John Smith, did not ute hii utmost eh-* 
« deavours to suppress the same, by giving information to the proper 
" authorities, but, on the cODtrary, permitted the said insurgent Quamiaa 
" to go at large, and depart wiUiout giving any information respecting 
" him to the proper authorities, against the peace of our Sovereign Lord 
" the King, his crown and dignity, and against the laws in force in this 
" colony, and in defiance of the proclamation of Martial Law issued by 
" his Excellency the Lieutenant-governor," and acquits him of the re- 
mainder of the said charge. 

The Court having thus found the Prisoner, John Smith, guilty, as abov« 
specified, does therefore sentence him, the Prisoner, John Smith, to be 
hanged by the neck until dead, at siich time and place as his excellency 
the lieutenant-governor and commander-in-chief may think fit to direct. 
But the Court, under all the circumstances of the case, begs humbly to 
retfotnmend thi Prisoner, John Smith, to mercy. 

(Signed) S. A. Goodmam, 

Lt. Ool. and Prei, 
(Signed) J, L. Smi'^h.-Juu. 

Assist. Judge- Advocate. 
Approved, 
' (Signed) 3oHv Mdrhat. 
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Letter Ji-om Mr. ArrindeU to JtfrJ. &iitilh, 

Vtatnn, lit Detembet, lf»3> 

, I lend jon a cop; of tlte procecdinga reqqved by you ; the} are m conccOj 
made Dp as the Miurtncss o( tlie lime will permit, and CMHis!st of — tat. Tne 
cban^i— SJ. The opening address of ihe Jdd^e- Advocate, add the evidenM for 
\ht prDHOntioD— 3il> llie Prisoner'B Defence — Ith. The Evidence in soppMi of 
lb« defenoe — Mb. The Prisoner'a comment opon bis own evidence. Tie hut it 
net so perfect as I coaid wisfa, but, from the immense weight of matter bfoogtit 
forward iir the caate, from the shonaess ni tbe time allowed for gettlDg np thii 
eomment, and Irom the exhaustion teceMaiily atleudsat upon the great 
exertions I bad made night anddaj' for upwards ofa month, it was impossible to 
hftve got it written In time to bare a cop; taken i I have, therefore, been obliged 
to make it up from my rough draughts, and I believe you have tbe whole of 
it pretty correcl, save one paragraph, which, is not very material.— 6lhly. The Av 
■istaiit-Jitdge- Advocate was allowed to reply. I have not been favoured with a 
copy uf this, and not being a aleuographer, I could not take it down correctly. 
Be the sentence what it may, if the proceedings are sent home, according fa 
the declaraliim ofhis£Kcetleni-y's dclermination,! feel every conSdenoe that tbe 
exertions of ^uorself, and his friends at home, will be able to obtain, from his 
gracious majesty, a full pardon fur your most unforlntiate buaband. It ia 
almost preKumjition in inu lo differ from the sentence uf a Court ; hut, before 
, God, I do believe Mr. Smith to he innocent ; nay, I will go further, and defy 
any minister, of any sect wliatever, to have shewn a more failhfal attention to 
bis sacred duties, than be has been proved, by the evidence on his trial, to have 
done. With respect 1o his knowledge of the revolt, I believe his defence 
coiilaiDB the whole truth ; in Addilion to which, the letter to Mr, Mercer, and tbe 
unfinished one to Mr. Border, are extremely strong in his bvunr. Wilfa regard 
to his correspondence with Quamina, yimr affidavit is snflicienlly explanatory. 

As soon as the Assistaiit-Jndge-Ad vocals (whoisnowoatof townj wiUretntn^ 
1 will endeavonr to procure snch copies of the documenla omitted, «■ will 
reader the proceedings complete. 

I am, dear Madam, 

Your obedient Sentuit, 

To Mr*. Smith. William Arhindell. 



II. 

Certificate of Messrs. Fob Cooten and Hamilton. 
We, tbe nndersigned inhabilants of the East Coast, having witnessed tbe good 
eOecIs of religious instrnetiona onlhe negroes in the neighbourhood of the cfa^el 
at Le Resouvenir, where the Missionnries belonging to the Mlsaionary Societv 
have preached for nearly thirteen years, and, understanding that tbe Rev. Mr. 
Mercer, a Missionary belonging to the sane Society, wishes to weot a obapti 
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r» the riciiilty of CInnbrotik, liortll.illy r^cemracind bi* otrj«ct to tbe aneTftkfn of 
the centlemen ia that noigbbouiiiood. ^ '* 

(Signed) H. V, CoOTBH. 
Demerary, Ibc I31li Sep16inber, 1^0: John HAMiLtoK. 

* A true oepy at the orlgioal, in my pouewion, the whole of which, exc^l the 
■igtutoK, " John Hamilton," i« in the haod-writiog of M. Van Cdotra. 

WlLLItM AKMKDBLt.. 



LetltT of Mr. Smith to tke Fitst FiseaOl. 

Colony House, Demenra, 32d Auguit, 1893. 

May it please yoor Honour, 

At your Honour iiindly enquired in what nianU^r laffd ttty *ifeIefl,oiir botae, 

md, on hCafinff the circunisiaDbcit, offered lo cominbiiiCale thbm lb hit Excd- 

lency the Governor, I beg leave to submit Ihii following Jaols to yout cotud- 

derftlioH. 

Yesterday, about three o'dtott, Kir. >fut^, at the head of a company of 
inanity, c&me to onr house, desiiing 10 apetfc to me. He enquired vrhether t 
bt(d seen the Governor's proclamaiioO, which placed the colohy undet mutial 
law. I answered in the liQirinBtiVe. Have you a <^^y "^ ** ' *^'^ b^- Yea. 
Will yon i^ew it to me F t immediately produced it TaJciog it in bis band, be 
proceeded to read it, marking wilb peculiar emphaffls the clause which requires 
every person, vfitbont diatlnbtion. capahle of bearing arms, to enroll btilueir in 
the militia; and demandM whether I bad complied with that order! I told 
bim 1 had not. He rejoined, Theb I hbve it in coibmand from C^latii MTtirk 
tb require yonr attendance at his taous6, to erirotl and acoonlre yourself iu a 
mtlilia'maD. 1 replied, that I coald not comply with that command, aa mg 
profes^on entitled me to a legal exebiplioii. Mr. Nurse then said, be bad 
another command to cxectite, namely, to seal up all my papers. I imjuired 
What authority be bad tot slicih proceedings? He said, the order 6f Capti^ 
M'Tuik waa his authority ; and asked, if I intende;! to offer hiln any lesisluice t 
1 told bin). No: AAA, shewing Kim where the papers were, saw bim seal tbeni 
np, part in a desk, abd the rbmAlAder in a drawer. Mr. Niu^e and hii con^ 
paay then went awfty. 

Id aboat three qiiartcn of an bonr ttncrwarils, oar house was again beset 
With Soldiery cofiaisUng of a troop of cavalrv, under Uie commEmd of Mr. 
Simpaolt, atllf the cotapany of infantry, under iBo command of Mr. Nurse. Mr. 
SImpaOii, in the foulest language and the fiercest manner, demanded why 1 bad 
dared to disobey Captaiti M'Turk'l oYders ? I told him, thai E was entitled to 
an eXempt^oli fiotu mililary services. " Daniii ^our eyes. Sir," said he, "if you 
give me any of volir logic, I'll sabre yoii in a minute; if yon don't know what 
martial law lA, 111 shew you ;'' at the same time lirandisblng his sabre in my 
Iktxi III a menacing malinsr, and siVearihg that I was the cause of all this di»- 
thrltance. He then called (or a file of mtla lo seize me, while others ordered 
my chaise to be got ready ; ana Mr, Nursej o' some one by his orderl suppose. 
Went up-stairs &nd took away all my papers; some s6aled up in a desk, and 
the others loose in the drawer wfiich bad been sealed. As they insisted on Mrl. 
Smith leaving the house, I requested Captain MTurk lo allow us five minutes 
to pack ap soOie linen and lock lip tbe place. But, in less than three minutes 
t apprebend, a file of soldiers came to the bottom of the stairs, and said to tne, 
" Uyau dOb't fetch Mrs. Sinilb, by Ood, Sir, we will." In this mannM: ve 
^h!te hQrHbd away frbin our boase and property, without being allowed time lo 
, briUg^tvay a cbati^e df clothes, or to'lock up our doors. Alter keeping us m 



tbe rokd kbont IhrH^quitrtMi ot an boar, Ibey cMwrled lu t** town nndeT » 

I have the bononr to be, 
YoorHoKor'a 

Obedient hiuibh MtiMit, 

' JqHI* bllTB. 

To HU Honor 
V. A. HmlIOKR, Ecqnire, Finl Fuemal. 



S 



Letter from Mr. Smith to Mr. Mercer.' 

. . Demersry, 30th ADgust, 1827' 

Mj CcM Brother, " 

I wrote yon about fuar or five montha ago, aod about eleven or twehe weeks 
hgt) reeeiveil jooi'a of the 7th April ; beoce yoa will find I wax ax ready to cor- 
rewoad with yoa as too with me. 

I am Min73og itill had to detail so many nnpleannt circamsfanoes connected 
wid) jmir life and labonn ; bat hope, by this time, Ibings are better with yon in 
Itolfa respects. Yonr's requires no psjiicular remark from me, except an answer 
to two qaestions. 1st "By what means has the lam pat down to the West 
Indira, amonnted to 2084 pounds I" 1 wrote to Mr. Hankey on tbe aubjecl. 
He stated Ihvt Hr. Adam'i return (h>m Trinidad to Bngland had ot^caaioned 
an txtraordimen/ demand upon the Sociely'i fnods. Mrs. £. told us, about a 
r ago, that the directors bad voted £300 to Mr. Adam, as a compensation 
_.. biireoall. Snd. " Has Mr. Davies returned I" No. On iMking over your's 
again, I observe another question, namely, " Haa any thio^ been done rof 
LegnOn t" I mentionedln my last that I and Mr. E. had visiteS it. Mr. E. 
vaa there about fi Sundays ago. He preached at Success. Your old Iionse, at 
Banc's Say, is taken down. Blr. Roach is discliarged from Success, because, 
as they say, 37 negroes have lately died on the estate. To accomplish tbe orders 
<^f the pr(>|»ietors, be overworked them. He told me, that, to make the sugar 
JUr. Bnrrowi required, he should be obliged to work the negroes night and day. 

The negroes are all in open rebellion on this coast They rose all on K 
sndden ou Monday evenyig last, and tliough not unexpectedly, yet in a way 
that neither I, nor any one else, 1 believe, ever anticipated. About half past 
ttx, on Monday evening, I and Mrs. S.-were returning from a short walk, anti 
bgaid a great and an unusual noise. Af r. Hamilton railed ont te me, in a har- 
ried voice, to come to him. We pro6eeded to tba great house, wbicb ne lound 
besiegM by 40 or 50 men, all naked, anned with cutlasses, &c. and looking 
tery fierOe. They forced the outer door^ and filled the lower part of tbe house. 
I entered, and asked what tliey wanted f lliey answered me by brandishing 
^(beir cntlasileE. I repeated the queatimi. They replied, " We want tbe guns 
and oiit rights." The former they soob obtained. While this was acting on 
Le Reiotivenil', the neighbouring estates presented a nmilar scene ofconAisioa. 
Some e'slatcs negroes put their managers in the stocks. They told us not to be 
alarmed, for they were not going to hurt any one, but they would have their 
rkhtf. What tliey tneao by Ibeir rights, 1 knoto not. But t think the causes 
of Ibelr' riting an) loo obvious to be mistaken. With their rigwous and texa- 
tioos treatment yon are pretty well acquainted ; bnt, perhaps, yon are not awar* 
of tbe following fact8,tianiely, that about three months ago the goveraoi issued 
' B printed comment upon Lord LiSMpool's dispatch to Gov. Bentinck, concern- 
ing the itiBlraction of the slaves. (See a copy of the despatch in Evan. Hag- 
1912, pageSI?). According to this comment, the instructions from tbe BnL 
' Govt, require, that the negroes are not to quit the estates on Sundays to attend 
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public ffonhip, if ilbout that taaaten' expteu perratBUon, (ignifled bj a written 
pass. This docament was fnrtber expluiwd to mean (not, indeed. Id the 
printed oomntent, but bj the oral interpretations of the Burgher offioers) that 
the flaves were not at liberty to hold any rel^oos meetinp on tlieir respective 
«B(ateB, witboat their mastorB'permisdon. 1 need not tell you wbat use many 
of the planters made of these expotitiona. Some would give unlyao many pasies, 
others would not give them lilt about II o'clock, and othen ordered ofer^ecrs 
to escort the slaves to chapel. Evcoijig meetingB, on many estates, were brokeo 
up by the managers ; the negroes pat in the stocks, and kept there for weelu ; 
while some took away their books; and one pious master bamtZ hymn-bookg 
'>efore the owners' faues. It is unnecessary to say, many of ibe slaves could 
laver get a pass to oome to chapel. Yon know how sore men are on the subject 
f reliKion. The negroes were generally dissatisfied. While in this state of 
aind the; beard of the resolution of tbe British GoTernment to Bboiish field- 
whipping, and the whipping of females altogether ; and they seem to have 
known that the governor had received iustiuctions to that efiecl, or why sboald 
tbey say he is withEiolding from them their right i However, instead of the wbi)f 
disappearing in the field, it was osed with as much severity as ever. Onr.wiae 
manager furnished his drivers each with a cat-o'nine-taih in adiStioa to tbe 
lawful whip. I understand some other managers on this coast did tbe same. ' 

How all this will end 1 know not. I feel perfectly safe, not because we have 
«o many soldiers palroUiug about, but because J am conscious we have not 
wronged any one. Here 1 must come to a hasty close. You say, " Write me' 
■ a long letter." I am loo unwell to write much at a time. Dr. Robson advises 
me to take a trip to Bermuda, as it is too late in the season to go to England. 
Some remove I AM, certainly, make ere long, either into another climate or 
into tbe grave; and, sometimes, 1 feel indifferent as to which of tbe two. To 
leave the country just now does not appear desirable, though I shall he of little 
or no use here, 

Mrs. S. joins me in love to you and Mrs. Mercer. Hey tbs Lord bless ani| 
guide you. " 



P. S. Wben yon ^vrite me ^;ain (for you will cotisider me as being here UII 
:rou learn the contrary) please lo form your letters distinctly in the proper names, 
for 1 cannot tell whether you live at Cascajs/, or^ascajo^. Last Saturday I 
received a letter from Mr. Wray, in which be svya, '"Remember me kindly. to 
Mr. and Mrs. Mercer when yun write." They were all well ami |irosporing, 

J. S. 



Unfiruihed Letter of Mr, South to the Secretary of the London Misaanary 
Society. 

Plantation Lc Resouvenir, 

Dcinerary, 21st August, 1823. 

Rev. and Dear Sir, 

It ii not somnch (o inform you of tbe present slate of this colony, aslofiimisli 

yon wiUi certain facts, wbicb ma^ be useful in the event of misn; presentation, 

as to the cause of tbe n^roes rismg on this coast, that I now, write. 

Tbe whole united colony of Demorara and Essequibo is now under martial 
law. The negroes on this coast, at least, have seized the tire-arms belonging to 
Ifae several plaotalign» and retired : while in Ibo'act of risingtbey put some OT 
^ir managers inlu tbe stocks, to prevent their escaping to g^ve an alarm • but. 
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ip jiOkt nMCiBcts, tfae^ ofl^red dq pgrsoaal violeace to bdj jodc ; neiUier did Ibej 
vAfii»Ut^tiii/(\e bnildiiigy tipr ^b tpyhoaae thai I .haie lieud uf, except oT 
wow ftDdMDiiuinUioB. 

^or have tliej, I^clierc, to IbU looment, atlempie^ aojiihiaj; like an outrage, 
^tlwr upon penoiu or properij. The e^lala* are oterelj d^Ba^ned, the pro- 
ftf^ reautiDs as it wai. • 

WbUe fbej were turaDltnously auemblod on Ib'm plantation, and in the act or 
aasiag the gaai, 1 went to see what lisej were d'oitig, and asked tbem what 
thef .Wanted} They held uj> their cutlasses, and told me lo go ; I aan that Ihej 
ijrsre infuriate and determined. On repeating ray inquiry, they aiud, tbey first 
VHnled the gnna. and llieu tiifii rjghfs. Tliey soon obiMned the guns, and, aller 

S'vinfcashout of triumph, riiiging the plantation-bell, and £iing the guns into 
e ur, .the; withdrew. Since thea, i. e, Monday evening, Lelneen 6 and 7 
o'fdock, ve have neither seen them, nor heard any thing certain about them. 

Similar proceedings took place, about the lame lime, on most of tbe estates 
O^n this coast. Itespcoting the state of other parts of Ibis colony I am ignorant, 
canunimicatian being stopi. . 

.pn.aeqing Mrs. Smith alarmed, Ihey told hN and me, that Ibey did aot intend 
to iniare.o^iy one, but their rights tbey would have. J thiuk tbey were sincne 
in what iiiej said, for thej had .the fairest opportunity of muLrdcryig every while 
person on ue coast 

Tliew are tlic fjicts of .the case : Xhe cajises wiiicb .have .broiij[hl about this 
■jtsdo of things, are, in my opinion, tou obvious to be Raistal(.eu. £;tcr since I 
liaye beejD in the coh>ny. liie slaves have ,been most ^ievously oppressed. A 
tyost impoderale qiuuitlty of work bM, verygeneially, been e^tacied of thetD, 
mot .excepting women &t ttdvanced in pregnancy. When sick tbey have been 
mmmon^IKKleiCted, iU Ireiited, or half ^larved. Tboirpanishmcn^ hate Lceii 
fivqneqtjtnd severe, iledress they have so seldom been able to obtain, Uutt 
many of them baTe long discontinued to seek it, even when they Jtave been 
notwdoasly wrvi^ied. Although the whip has been used with an unsptu-Jng 
hand, still, it seems tbe negroes have not been more frequrnlly no» more sevnvlj 
fledged of hite than formerly. Jtut tfie planters do not appear to have considered 
that the Increase of kuowlE'4ge among the slaves, required that an alteration 
■honld be made in the mode of treating them. 

However intelligent a negro mJt;lit be, still be mnst be ruled by terror, 
iostend of reason 1 The moat vexalions ajstom ef ownagement has been geae- 
imltf ladoptfii) ; and their religion ha* long nendened Ihem nbooHJoiis to SKist of 
iieplMatan. On thisaccoant, manir of them hftveauffercd an j^aiost «niDler> 
lupited Hrks of contatndy and pel^Kcatioii. 
(True Copy.) 



Letter of Mrs. Smith, addressed to the Secretary. 

Demerarm, December 4<h, 1823. 
Rev. and Dear Su", 
Yqd have no doubt heard of (he tnwble which has befallen Mr. Smilb and 
myself, and the temporary ruin of the missioaary cause in this colony, in conse* 

Sience of the revolt of the negroes on the east coast. Yon would hswe been 
My informed by Mr. S. of every thing inlative to tbe mission, had iv)t the 
^vere nature of his imprisonment precluded the.possibilily of his writirig to any 
one. Tbe reason I have not written to juu beGore js, that I nysulf have been 
hat a few dajs libeialed &om a ligoro^u impriauoment of thirteen weeks with 
Jiim." 

* Il'Wat MMH in Uw'HIniwiirY'CbnnlKle for Jinniry, IhU Hn. 8. »u ■* not dcudntd 
u ^ ptitrnvr." ,« M)*c*a^, ItvKwrw, ftowi fli*»wj»"it Intwnwiiiia, h Kdl u fram inct ova 
laDguig', «■•> ill* rtganlcd bsrMjf ■■ deuined in tHiii ctehcter.— Kb. 
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Od tbe 21it of Augast, Ibe third day nflex Ills revolt, Mr. S. i . 
letter to you. Id whicb he intended to point out the real caOsei of (he revolt; 
bat, before be eoald finish it, we were, in a forcible and Ifrutal manner, taken 
awa; from oar hooM by the militia. Tbis fragment, and lilCewi»e a letter 1o 
Mr. Meroer, which Mr. S. could Dot send to him (ur rather copies 'of tbcm, the 
ori|;iiials not being in my puueraion), I shall forward to vod by the fint opportu- 
nity, aa Iheyeontaiii sevoml facts illustrative "of tlie cainei ot tbe revolt It is 
impossible to detail the innumerable grievances to which ttie «Uves generally 
were, (and for anght I linow to the contrary still are) lubjeel. But it was Iheir 
religion that in general occasioned them the most vexatious treatment. There 
was no redress for them. The barghcr-officers of tbe district were noted for 
Uieir aversion to the religious iostniction of the slaves. At length, towards (be 
latter end of last May, a communicattOD was made by the governor, through the 
burgher^fficera, to tlie planters and to the slaves, recjuiriiig that the latter mast 
obtain a written pass of their masters every time they came to chapel. This was 
a rare boon to many of the planters, but a great mortification to their slaves, 
and a great impediment in the way of their instrnctioa. .4boat six wcelts after 
this, ■'. e. tbe beginning of July, the slaves got infilrmation that some instructnns 
had been sent ont by the government for their benefit. This inforiDattoa, It ap- 
pears, originated with the governor himself. It seems he freely conversed with 
gentlemen on the subject in the hearing of one of bis servants, who immediately 
cofflmunicaled it to ibe son of one of our deacons. They received an idea t^t 
they were to be made free, oitherin whole or in part From all we have leartfed,- 
the latter notion was most general. Hearing nothing of the affair from the 
authorities, on the ISth of August they revolted. 

Many of tbe planters, I think 1 may say the oolonists generally, apprehended 
that tbe religions inetroclion of the slaves was incompatible with their cuudittori 
in life, and that as soon as they became a little enlightened, (bay wonld revolt; 
and many of them believed, or pretended, that the real object of missionary iu- 
alrnclioni was, bj instilling into their mmds principles of insubordination, to 
make Ibem revolt ; and, though tlie proximate and chief eau^ of the revolt wtu 
evidently of a political nature, yet that was overlooked, and religion substituted 
in its stead. 

It is alleged that most of the people that attended our chapel were engaged is 
it That many of them were implicated is, I am sorry to say, too true. From the 
nature of things it was bardly possible it should have been otherwise.* It is 
farther said, that tbe plot was formed by men tbat attended the chapel, and tfaitt 
one of \)nr deacons was a ringleader. 

Froin all we can learn from the evidence on Mr. Smith's trial, it appeSra, 
the plot was laid by two negroes, named Jack and Paris. Jack was the son of 
Quatnina, (one of the deacons in question) and he was (he person to whom the - 
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tiguain to thsi on which Hr. SmlTli's ^bapcl iinndi. The informa 

(AIM (»*/«■ ria«,-" mid "ol receiving from tha proper quarter u 

iheKeneBiintrndeil, l>et">^.»i>pect thu ii wu the deiigu of their'muun u> n'ithbcrd the 
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bourhoDd ihould hsvg becn'previauiiljr m a tute of violent IriilBtion from the hardtfaipt tliey 
endnreil, wore both of them ciicumttBnces, to far a> ih« prtHnl noeilioa is conanned, nirtb 
efan acttdcntit sature, sad lufflcieotly eccoaril (or the diilarbuicei taking place in /*i5 
y'artlcvlar fartnj Ikt ctltmn, without either involving the illghleit impolatirm ba the atafiracter 
of Ifr. Smith, or •nbtnetiDf, in the smalleit degree, from ilie beneSeUI eSecu of bit laboun. 
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governor'! lervant mada lb« communicatidiu ponoemkif tlw iutrBrtkMU (nm 
Engluxl- Jnck was a diuolnle, gaj joung iiiiii,Ter;ifTegDlu'inhu«ttci>daiMe 
at Uke cbapel. Religion, it w to be feuwl, he bad, none. PmU wu boat-o^ttain 
tn Ihe planlation to wbich be beioagedi kod, bad be be«fl ilUpoMd to Attend 
ibe cbapel, it wu oiit of bis power to do lo, at leail nineteen Sondaja oat of 
twenty. Hia work wu to take planlaioi to town, to leli DuSnnd*]'. Itjoitot 
aujipQse he attended the chapel more than once a year. 

As 10 Qiiaminn being a ringleader, all we know about it ii, btaa tbe eri- 
ilctiee on Mr, ^mith'i trial Several contradictory thing! are (aid conoeming 
liiin bj some negroes, (Bristol and Seaton) Hhose iucmuiitenciei have bem 
>liade niaiiifesL Bat Mr. Jobn Stewart, hi* manager, m;r on oath, " I did not 
see Qaatnina do any thing improper; be was keeping tlte rest of tbe [teopla- 
hHck from hurting me." And Dr. M'Turk, a bitter enemy to Mr. Smitb, aayi 
also un oaUi, " WhenQuamina was tbot in tbe bush, be wai not armed." 
Hence it does not appear, from tbe evidence, that be waa itny thing more than 
. a rgnaway, ailhough l^e waa sliot and gibbeted. All we know, however, of thia 
matter, it from tlte evidence produced on Mr. Smith's tiiaJ, which ii already 
fonrarded to the Society. 

While the n^roes belonging to tbe Resouienir were in tbe act of rising, Mn 
S. endeavonred to pertuade them to desist froih tbeir purpose, and asked them 
wbat Ihey wanted. They behaved lo him with coowierable mtleness (thoo^ 
not with violence,) and they told him it would be good for him to go to bis 
house, tfaat they were not goiog to hurt any person, but they would have tbeir 
rights. We remained at quiet in our house, until the afternoon of the third daj 
after tbe revolt, when we were forcibly taken from it, under a pretence, fira^ 
that Mr. Smitb disobeyed the ordeis of a captain eommanding in tbe district, by 
refusing (o enrol himself in tbe militia, and then directly afterwards another waa 
alleged, namely, that unr remaining in oar house could not be aoooitnted for on 
any other principle than that of oor being a party to the revolt. 

Having us hotb in close conBnement, Uie legal authorities and tbe pliintws set 
lo work with all tbeir might to rake Uigetber something in tbe shape of evidence 
to condemn ns. 1'|iey examined scores, I believe 1 might say handred^ of pet> 
sons ; and after near seven weelu' labour, in this way, they preferred agauut Mt, 
S. those serious charges wbich they supported by tbe evidence you lecL 

How tbe Court-Martial could justify a conviction on such evidence, miut, I 
think, be a wonder to every unprejudiced person. But the verdict of a Conrt- 
Martial is decided by the m^ority of ila members i several of tbe nscpibers of 
this Court were mocb pr^udiced against Mr. S., two of them at least, conid not 
refrain Stam showing tbeir Ul-niU towards him nn Ibe trial. Here, at pres^^ 
almost all are [wejudiced agaiusi Mr. Smith, &om the highest In tbe lowest. 

His journal seems to have oaused a great deal of enmity against him. It 
GonUins many reflectioiia on tbe evibi and iniquiljr of slavery i and aome reroarki 
on the opposition made by the aolboiilies beie, to the inalrsotioD of the sbve*. 
Most, if not all, tbe passages oribb iMlare were read by tbe Jadge-Advo«ate^ 
BS efidepce againut Hr. S. on his trial : but they were not satisfied wilb this ; tbe 
journal was accessible to many, pnd>ably to all the Judge-Advoeale's fiiends. 
Many peiwni read it, and during the trial it was handed about amongst the 
members in open coart every day. 

I have mentioned Ibe name of tbe Rev. Mr. Austin, and it wenld be baae 
ini^ratitude in me not to stale to the Directors, that this worthy miftister has, in 
spite of alloppi^tion, from neariy tbe eonmeiKement of this pertecntiim, stood 
up as a warm friend for Mr, Smitli. He is a minister of (be EngliRh CIniroh in 
George Town, and chaplain lo the garrison. At an early period, perhaps die 
first week after Ihe revolt, Mr. Austin was appointed a member oft Committee 
of Inquiry, a great pari of whose holiness it was lo ihvestigate Mr. Smith's 
<ODduct. [Ie became tboroiubly convinced of Mr. Smith's iiiBooeno^ aad 
undauntedly avowed bis belie£^ Mr. S. never saw bim, to bii kiiOwM|^, tntil 
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be UfMrot at > witoMi fot blm on the Courl-Martkl, He now vistli Kir. 
Sorira in the piiwm. 

loaniMtomit lu mentioa alio, with fbelings of fcntitnde, bow deroted IbeRev.' 
Ur. BUM baa been to the inl«rert of Mr. S. Ever; thiDg tbat brotherly »y m< 
palhy eaaM invest, or espeose or labonr ooald accomplish, he bu cbMrfully 
done, and I believe nil) do. 1 lra»t yon will, 'ere long, Me biu ia Bogland. 

I wonld tell yon, air, of the circanutanoeB of the most material wilDessea 
broDgfat ag:aiiist Mr. S. ; of Ifae manifest partiality of the Conrt-Martial ; of 1h« 
difienltiei (bimrii ia tbe way of Mr. Smitb'i ooDnsel ; and of the opposttkm 
muln by the Court to Mr. S. in otaidncting hia defence ; bat I feel tbat I am' 
inoompeient to gn into the detail. I mQst, therefore, close this tetter, eamesfty 
eatreaiing that the Dhectors will nw every exertion in behalf of Mr. Snritb, 
whote greatest criOM waa hi« deTOtednesa to the object of bts misNoo. 
I am, Sir, . 

Yoori moat reapectiblly. 
(StgiMd) JiNc Smith. 



Letter 6f Rev, Jokn &Hith, addretsed to the Secretary. 

Cohmy Jail, I>emerara, December 13, 1833. 
Re*, and Dear Sir, 

Yon will have heard, 'ere thia comes to h^d, of the troabte tbat baa befallen 
me, and of the deaolated state of the Demerara Mission, bothr^hich are ooca- 
aioned by the revolt of the negroea on the East Coaat Of liiy own personal 
anffertngs I ^11 say nothmg' fbrtber, thui that the close and solitary satnre of 
ny imprisoBment, with the disease nnder which I labour and have laboured fbr 
more than twelve months, have pressed yety heavily npon me. I have, how- 
ever, mnch consolation from the ootuuderstion of my innocence of the crimes 
with which I hate been charged, and of which I now stand convicted. 

I am bold to affirm, that I nev» gave ntterance to any thing tbat oonid mak« 
Am slaves diasatisfied vrith their conditioD in life. Indeed, I could have had no 
motive for so doing. I refer yon to the evidence for the prosecntion, by whiiA 
H ii attempted to be pmved that I endeavoured, for a long time, to drive them 
*o revolt, — with this observation, that the wiioosses brought forward to prove 
the ebai^, were prisoaers, on account of Ihe revoll, under the power and tttV- 
thority of the tiscaid, wbo was the Jndge-advocale on my trial, anil who can 
order negroes to be flagged witbont any previous trial. What they have stated, 
that bears on the chuge, is either wholly &fse or grossly niisropresetited. I 
wonld earnestly recommend you to endeavour to get a sight, if possible, of the 
Jndge-Advocate's concluding remarks on the evidence, as that doeument will 
give yon a greater insight into the principles of my perseci)t<»s, and of the 
motives by nbich they were actnated, than any thing I can say. Peihaps £arl 
Balhurst will, on proper applicatbn being made to him. favour the Society, or 
rather the directors, or their solicitor, with a sigbi of it. There it is laid down, 
appwently as a fundamental principle, that no one has any right to propagate 
doctrines that are opposed to the established usages and customs of the countl^ 
where he resides ; and that I had done tbis by reprobating as sinful the oondnct 
of sBofa of the diriiliao negroes as qwnt their sabbaths in voluntary labour, and 
going to market. Tbeir going to market, it is to be observed, oocupics fbo 
whole day. 

_ . ■ - 2 A 2 
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1 wu datormiiMd to axUDtnU tfaa Society frotn tdl bliuM, wUtenr Bight be' 
tbernaltor tfa« trial in rc^rd to roe. I tberelbra laid over my iastnictioiiB 
Ifoiallie directon, la form part of tbeproceedingaof the Cuurt-MartiaL Haojr 
of tbe ookmiits bKve even roundly userted, that the Society and iti Miisiona- 
jicB were in aliiaace with Ibe African InstitutioD, aud that ontchief object wai, 
Imder the raadc of religion, Ibe emtuicipalian of the riares. fint havinic ex- 
atniaed ail m; letters and papers, and found nothing lo support Ifaeir suapiciens, 
it ii to be hoped they wilt bencefortb be silent on that subject 

]r«r the Itut twely^ or ei^teen nonlbs previoiH to Ibc reTolt, the ncgroea 
attendiM Ibe chapefin such noioberi »» alttrmed, it seems, some of die planten, 
at ntlbeTt I nippow, aroased tbeir enmity against God, at seeing religion pros^ 
per. Smiw of them gave orders, that none of their slaves should leave their 
raqwotiTe i^uitations on aSundaj without a written pass: it was, of course, a 
matter of option with the planters, whether Ibey would give tbeni passes. Those 
who inristed on this regnlalivn would not give passes, or at most wonld give 
them te a very few. The negroes, it appears, came to chapel withont them; 
they were punished (flogged and put in the stocks till their wounds weie healed;) 
they complained, they were punished again. Then came ont the Govanior*s 
Circular, recommondiDg the planters not to allow the slaves to attend chapel 
without passes. A cojiy of this circular is forwarded lo the Directors. The 
negroes uM, and I beGeve truly saii), that an attempt was made t« put down 
iftnr rehtitm. (See Rev. Mr. Analin's evidence for the defence.) A few weeks 
after tBis, the n^roes got tuforuftition that the governor bad received some 
inslrncliona from Kngland beueGcial lo them. About six weeks had elapsed 
when the slaves, impatient for the beneht of those instructions, broke ont into 
revolt These I imagine to be the principal causes of tbe revolt, namely, the 
penwcntions they suffered on account of their religion, and the withholding from 
them all information concerning the instructions from Government There 
were <itber caases, arising from their being over-workcd, and ill-treated in 
genenU Redrew, according to their accoant, tbey eonld not obtwn. This 
they stated to Lieutenant-colonel Leahy, as one canse of their dissatisfaction. 
" ^len," says the Lieut-Colonel, in his evidence, stating what Iheslavestold 
hivin a body, " When they contplaiped'' (of being made to work on a Sunday, 
and punished for roing to chapel,) " to Dr. M'l'nrk, tbey were told it was Ibe 
Government's order; when tbey complained to Mr. Spenser, they were told it 
was the flscaal's order." None of these causes suited the colonists ; I was Ibere- 
fare dragged in as U^e main cause; ^d, notwithstanding tbe negroes say, if they 
had kept to ^Aat they wer« taught by me, tbey never woald have acted as they 
did; yet. because two or three of them, who were deeply conuemed in the revolt, 
choae to pervert and nusrepresent what I had said to them about working on 
Sundays, it is therefore settled, in the judgment of the people here, that tbe 
Mvolt is to be attribated to m& It is wosthy of remark, that now o/'tA« w^tom 
■dAo gave tettitmmy agaitut nw, wtra mtnunad. This, of course, I learn Irom 
others. I should have added, tluU Dr. AfTurk and Mr. Spcfiser are tbe burner- 
officers of llie East Coast, and are both avowed enemies to the instruction of 
tbe slaves. 

I trust the directors will seriously consider the hardship of my case, and make 
every effort on ray behalf. 

I must not omit to mention the kindness of tbe Hev. W. S. Austin. I am 
under the greatest obligations to him ; and I doubt not when the directors are 
infanned of the conduct of this excellent Clergyman, tbey will feel that they 
owe him at least a respectful acknowledgment of his kindneu to me, and of his 
steal in my cause. 

1 have been two days writing this, an4 now feel so ill that I must come to a 
olosa. I am salisSed tiiat I am in the Lord's hand ; and there I vrish to be. O, 
my dear Sh, pray for me. 

I reniain, your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) John Smith. 
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Letter of the Hev. John Smith, dated lUlh January, addressed to- Ike 
Treasurer and Secretary. 

Colony Jail, Demerara, January 12, 1834. 
Deu and HoDonred Sirs, 
. I have jnsi received jour kind and sytnpalbiziDg letter of (he 19tb November, 
ftnd will endeavoar lo answer it by this packet, if my emaciated frame wilt 
cniLble me to bear the fatigue of so doing. 

It will l{e the less necessary at Ibis period for me to enter ioto parlicniars 
respecting the causes of Ihe revolt, and my alleged concern in it, as you will be 
made fiilly acquainted vilb the latter' by the documents thaliave been long 
since forwarded lt> the Society by Mrs. Smith, and by those which ATr. EUiol 
took with bim. 

. The real causes and objects of the commotion among the negroes f"ooncem- 
ing which you wish me to procure and send you aulhcDfic copies of all docti- 
ments which can offer the neejful information*'), are nol, 1 think, very diftlcult 
to ascertain. I, rather Mis. Smith', has sent every document which came witliin 
onr reach. There are very few written documents that 1 know of bn the sub- 
ject It is the opinion of tiie only ticoreal/Henib I have in Ihe colony at present, 
that a deputation sent out by government io investigate Ihe causes of the revolt, 
would discover wonders, and I liave no doubt of the coireclness of their views. 

Yon seem to be aware, in some measure, of Ihe unceasing animosity which 
the colonists in general, and the planters in particular, have to the instruction' 
of the slaves, and to faithful miBsiunaries on that account; but you can have no 
just idea of the rancour and fury tbey display against a inis«onary when any 
report is raised against him, which is not unfrequent, and always, has lamed 
onl to be false, as far as my knowledge has extended. The following extract 
from tiie Guiana Chronicle of the lllh of February, 1823, may give an idea of 
their malicious dispositions towards missionaries! — 

" We have had occasioiTrepealedly to express our opinion of Ihe Sectarian 
Propagandists, who send forth their missionaries out of a pretended zeal for the 
salvation of sonls. They (tbe missionaries), to be snre, are loo wise and cnn- 
ning to make direct attacks from the pulpit on public men and measures ; but in 
respectoftbeir wild jargon, Ihcir capricious inlerprelations of Ihe Bible, and 
the doctrines tbey inculcate, although in themselves tbey ate lobe despised and 
lighted, yet, in point of tbe pernicions tendency tbey may have upon tbe minds 
of their hearers, we do think no oution can be too great, no vigilance too strict. 
Instances are not wanting of (heir imposlure in this part of tbe world ; their 
manner of raising revenue in support of tbeir cburcb, is not unknown ; neither 
is Ihe way in which the contributions are sacrilegiously squandered. That fact 
alone onghtto weigh against all their solemn professions of being actuated solely 
by a pure love of godliness and apostolic zeat in Ihe cauije of Christianity. The 
influ^ce they possess on Die minds of the negroes is more widely raAified than 
isimti^ned, or would be readily believed. It is no longer proper to saylhey are 
inaigniBosni In the common acceptation of the word, they ere truly so ; but, , 
from their calling and canting, they have acquired a degree of importance in 
this colony not attainable otherwise. Let them be looked after now -more strictly 
. ttaoever, and we pledge ourselves to do for them in proper colours, whenever 
we ma; be furnished with the authentic particulars of any immoral or illegal 
wanderings from the path of their duty." 

This extract is not selected for its singularity, (for tncb attacks are not tinfre- 
qaent in this cokmy) but lo show how the missionaries are (cgarded. 

Von say, " yon nope I have not been left lo simple unbelricnded irilh Ihe 
power of mj enemies." Thanks be lo God, I have nol been left altoglhcrwith- 
onl a&iend. The Rev. Mr~. Elliot has stood by me, and e:terted himself much 
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In B J befwir, and « kind ProvideDca niwd np, uMxpMledlj, » most warm and 
■eakHU friend in .the Rev. Mr. Aiutia. Nor niBBt E omit llie Dame of Or. 
Chapman, wbo hu taken a wann iaterett in my aaaae ; bnl the jiinlis and inde' 
neadent prindple* of theie gentloDien prevent tbeni from baling macUitiBiience 
m tben malten; and Mr, Artfndell, wboM fHendafaip I mnit not forget t» 

MWIP. 

Coder ny peraeentions and afflicUoiu, it affords me no imall coDsolation, tbat 
the DlmotoM eberiih lb« aHDnnce of mj entire innocence. Tbat 1 am innocent 
of the orimea wbicb Ibey have laid to m; charge, I bH*e not oiil;,ffie testimony 
ofmyownoontciencelB mj&vonr, but the attestation of all ni; friends, who 
bate made rtrict inqniriei into my coadnct relalito to tfais affur. The insfrnc- 
tkm* I received from the Society, I Blirays endeavonred to act npon, and in 
order to vindicate the Society from the tile aspersions made against it,~by its 
enemies, as to its having a concealed object in view ; viz. (be ulChitate libera-' 
tiOB of the slaves— I laid over the instructions as a part of the proceedings of the 
Conrt-Martial ott my trial, that publicity might be given to ibe i«al object of 
the Society* 

It appean M if the Diiectm have some apprefaen^ons of its baving be^B pM- 
■ible, diati have diverted my mind, in some measnre, from the resit otiiect of 
my mission, and entered into a cotrespondence and oonnesion iHtb some of 
those toeieties which are formed for the gradnal oboliticH] of slavery. I can 
MWin the Directors this is not the case, no letter or oorrespondence of the kind 
ever bating oconrred between me and any society. . All my ptq>crs were seiiied 
without a moment's warning, and nnderweot a moat rigid examiaatioB, fa^ « 
committee of gentlemen, who were by no means my friends, and jet nolbin^ 
of tbe kind was ever pretended to be discovered. For every other uformatiim, 
I beg leave to refer the Directors to the documents already forwarded, and to 
Bb. Elliot. 

I Boppoie, by this time, yon are at no loss to know whether I am parsning 
my labours at Le Resouvenir. Tndned, had not the revolt occorred, I must 
have relinqnisbed them, at least for a considerable time, in order to seA the 
restf^tionof my declining health in a more salabrions climate; but my close 
impnaoument, with its inonnierable privations, has prevented toe from faking 
that step, and has brought me to the borders of tbe grave. 

It grieves me, dear Sirs, that I am now a useless burden upon tbs Society. 
I have endeavoured from the beginning to discharge my duties ftitfaflltff. In 
doing so, I have met with tbe rnost unceasing opposition and reproach, cmfil at 
lengm tlie adversary found occasion to triumph over me. Bnl so far have Ibta 
things been fhMn shaking my confldence in the goodness of the caase in whfcft I 
was engaged, that if I were at liberty, and my health restored, I vrouhi agaift 
proclaim (all my Hays) the glad tidings 'of salvation amidst simSar opposlfiDD^ 
Iml of this I see no prospect. Tbe Lord's hand is heavy npon mo ; stiH, I ran 
praise His name, that though ontward afflictions aboand towards nre, yet tlie 
oonacdatitms of the Gospel abound also, and I believe He will do all iKfngs well, 
1 am, dear Sirs, in much aSictioc, 

Your useless, but devoted Servant, 

(Signed) Jomn Smith. 



Extract of a Letter from Mrs, Eiliot, dated Demerara, I4tk Jan. 1824. 

Mn. Smitb and myself have received very kind letters from the Directors ; I 
need not say how very walcoine tliey were to us. Our dear hmlher Srriilh is 
Budi worse, and is removed lu a higher room. Dr. Chapman attends lum. I 
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Iwve perniNioa to viut bim, and go daily ; poor man, he I* v«rjr low. 1 lev he 
wiU not lire to lee tbe reauU, Ma. Smith tt with him day and nighl in Uie 

Than were. four negroes hnn^ in town last week, and pow Sandy waa hvng, 
np the Mwcl. Oni good and fltithful lirieDd, Mr. Austin, bearing tliej intendwl 
to make oat • itor; to answer their parpoie rrom Sandy's oonfetsion, left town 
with our friend Mr. C. (Dr. Chapman^ The; arrived juit as the troops readied 
<he estate ; bat onr enemies were quite dis^pointed, for Sandy told them that 
Mr. Sraitli never taught tliem to rebel, and died prajing for poor Mr. Smithi 
thnt.God would deliver him from bis enemies. Achilles, belonging to tlie Baron 
(an eatiite near i« Resouvenir), re^ly, as they said, preached to them. He told 
ibem that religion bad ruatriuned tbom (the negroes) in this instance ; and said 
Mr. Smilb knew n^thii^ of the ret>ellion until it bad broke ouL What be said 
ouide a great im|H'ettiou on all preseut. 



Affidavit of Mrs. Jake Smith, ff^ife of the Rev. John Smith, 
"Missionari/ at Demerara / made before His Espceileney 
Major-General McRaA?, Lieutenant-Governor and Com- 
numder-in-Ckief of the Colonies of Demerara, Etsequtbo^ 
*c. ^e. ^c. IStk November^ 1823. 



DEMERARA to <vit. 

To all to whom these PresKnti iball come ; I, Jnnir 
MnsBjtr, EiDuire, M^ur-(}eneral and Lieutenant- 
GoTernor ana Commander-in-Chief of the Colonies 
of Demerara and Eisci|uibo, Vice-Admiral of the 
same, &e. &c. &c 
(Signed) J«» HnBRAT. 

Do hereby Certify, That on the day of the date hereof, per- 
sonally came and spueared before me, the Deponent named in the deposition 
hereunto anaeseil, beiu^ a perioii well known and worthy of good credit; 
and fay aaleme oath, which tbesaiti Deponent then took before me, upon tha 
Holy I^rangjelists of Almighty God, did tottify and depoH to be true, the 
sercrai maUeri and things nentioDed and contained in the said Deposition 
hereunto annexed. 

Id faith and testimony whereof I have hereunto tet mj 
hand and seal. Dated at the King's house, Geor^ 
Town, this ISth itaj of November 18S3, and in the 
fourth year of Hi* Majesty's reign. 
By Hi* KzceUeocy'i Comman4i 

ffiigned) JoBM MoaaaT, 
Got. Sec 

PBESONALIV appeared Tiefure me, John Murray. E«q. Msjer-Oeneral m 
Bif Britannic Majesty's army, and Lientenant-tiovemorand Commander* 
in-Chief in and over the united Colony of Demerara and Esseqaibei 

JANE, the Wife otJolm Smillt, miisioniry, late of Le Resouvenir, on the 
east coast of the Colony of Qeinerara, at present in George Town wilb her maA 
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buibtnd, Juhn Smith, nritoiwr under trisl r which Depooent bein^ nrora m 
Ihe Holj Eran^litti of Almighty God, depoaeth u follont, Ihftt ■( to ny i— 
That on Sunday the 11th of Aueuit of thii prewat year 1833, ahojit the hour 
of four o'clock, or rather later, Uriilol, a oegro belongiog to piMilttion Cha- 
tean Har^o, the taid Briito) being a deacon of Bethel chapel, of wtiieh chapel 
her iaidhuiband, John Smith, wai then the miniiter, wa* euDTerriagirithher, 
the nid Jane Smith, concerning a little negro girl, the daughter of the taid 
firiitol. That the Mid Briatol waideiiroai of placing the Mid nejrroEirl under 
lier, the laid Jane Smith, to be tanght needle-work and reading, and to be in- 
structed in any other way ibe, the Mid Jane Smith, might uink fiL That 
whilit ibe wai ho engaged in convcrntion with the laid Bristol, the laid John 
Smith, who had been, at IhJi deponent verily believe*, engaged till that hour 
in and about hii dutie* ai a miaitter in the raid chapel, came in and found 
her and the laid Briatol engaged in the convenation aforeiaid. That the Mid 
John Smith, upon entering the houie, came up k> thii dqionent and the nid 
Briitol, and joined in their convertaliou i that the cimveriation coDcemiog 
the Mid negro girl woi continued until the laid John Smith learned from tbo 
«aid Bristol, that the Mid girl had had the meailei, from which the wu not at 
that time perfectly recovered, when the laid John Smith objected to thia depo- 
nent'* receiving the said girl for the purpose aforeMid, until shewa* perfectly 
cured. That whilst tbey, this deponent, the laid Bristol, and the taid John 
Smith, were still continuing to convene about the nid girl, four negroes, 
Quamina of Success, Seatonof Succeii, and Peter and Shute ofLe Retouveuiri 
came in to the hack gallery of the house, anil accosted this deponent and tbtr 
Mid John Smith, with the usual salutation of " How are you, master ? how 
" are you, miuea J" That the said John iimith then went into the hall for the 

Curpoie ijf taking a glass of wine, his usual custom upon coming into the 
uuse afler a fatiguing day's ministry. That this deponent was then itanding 
upon the step leading from the gallery to the hall ; that her attention was 
tliea called to the servant Charlotte, whote duty it was to bring in dinner, which 
was then ready, and which had been waiting fur her Mid husband. That this 
deponent tben heard her said husband speak to the said Q,uamina, whose reply 
this deponent well remembers) thesaidQuaminalaughedaodMid, "0 nothing. 
Sir, we were only Ba;j4tig it wodld be good to send and tell the maouen to go 
to town and get tht: new laW)" that thereupon this deponent's husbandreproved 
the said Qunminafur lo talking. The uid negroes were in the gallery, to tho 
belt of this deponent's knowledge, not more than two or three minutesi tbat 
the said negroes Quamina, Bristol, Seaton, Peter, and Shute, then all went away 
together, each bidding tbt* deponent and her said husband good bye. That 
this deponent did not remark any thing unusual in the manner or behaviour of 
the said last- mentioned negroes, especially as it was cuslamar^ for tome 
of the negroei attending the said chapel to call in every Sunday in a similar ' 
way, to hid this deponent and her Mid husband good bye. That after dinner 
on that same day, to wit, the said 17th day of August, thie deponent and her 
t^id husba/id went to take a rather long walk, being out about an hour, and on 
their returning home from the same, about fifteen minutes after sun-set, met 
Mr. Hamilton and Mr., Van Neas, a young gentleman lately gone to America, 
at this deponent has heard, and verily believes. That deponent invited them 
to go home and take tea with her mi il husband and herself, which the taid two 
last-mentioned persons thereupon did. That this deponent heard nuthinv from 
her said huib&nd touching or concerning the aforesaid conversation with Qua- 
uiina on the raid nth, until the following Monday, the 18th of the tame 
month of August, when after dinner, about six o'clock in the evening, thia 
deponent anaher taid husband were on the point of setting out to taken walkj 
a ntgro man of the name of Guildford, belonging to Uochfour, made hi* 
appearance and handed to depunent'tfaid husband a note ortettert that her 
said husband read the raid note or letter, and asked several question* concern- 
ing the taid note and il* contents, and who had carried a certain incloMin 
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therein to JiitkeyBeedof Dothfour. That theMidGuitdfnrd returned evaiiTC 
and untatisfactory austreri, which this depouent attributed ralber to itiipiditj 
thandeiigui That thereupon her laid hutbanddeitred theiaidGuildrord to make 
haste back and tell Jackej (meaning the laid Jackej Reed of Dochfaur)that he, 
thisdeponenfflhuibandiknewnothing-oftheniatterto which thecnntculj of the 
note referred I'that it wm too late to call any people to enquire then, uone of 
tbem being then accetsibie.to him, but if there wa* any thing going to happen, 
he begged that he (Jackey) would nut have any thing to do with it. That, after 
delivering thi« menage, the deponent's laid husband said, Wait a little) and 
thereupon wrote. a note, the contents of which this depoaent did not i^e, and 
g^ave the same ti> the taid Guildford, telling him at tne same time t^' make 
baste back and run all the way. That this deponent's said husband th«i 
addressing her, said. Come, tet us go a little way; and that thereupon she 
and her said husband proceeded to take a thort walk, where he declared, that 
from the words and. manner in which the said Quamina had answered him, 
hcj Ibe said deponent's husband, had not, until the receipt of the said notes 
on that eTening, attached arty importance to what the said Quamina had laid 
on the Snndayt that this di^oncnVs said husband appeared very much dis- 
tressed and uneasy, and did in fact express himself to be so. That whilst this 
deponent and her said husband ware continuing to walk on their way up the 
front middle walk of Hesouvcuir, going towards the sea-shore, and con- 
. suiting as to what were the best steps to be taken by this deponent's said hus- 
' band,' they' heard a great noiite at the boildings of Le Resouvenir, and there- 
upon immediately returned, with an intention, as this deponent verily believed 
at the time, of going directly home totheir own bouse. That the;r> howaver, 
had not proceeded many yards on their return, when John Hamilton called' 
aloud to this daponent'i husband to come and help him. That both thi« depo- 
nent and her husband thereupon went to the spot where the negroes had 
assembled in front of the said direlliDg-house ; when, observing their conduct 
to be outrafeous, and by du means trhat this deponent ever witnessed from any 
D^oeibe&re, she tiecame exceedingly alarmed. That her said husband than 
weat forward to speak to the laid negroes, who thereupon began to brandish 
their cutlaisei, and make many threatening gesticiilations, which terrified this 
deponent, and she ran home to her own bouse ; that upon arriving there, she 
went direct to the yard to look for some 4ne to go and call her said husband 
away. That she found the servant Charlotte in the yard, whom this deponent 
requested to go and calt her saidhiiabaud, which the said servant refused to do, 
declaring that she was too much afraid to do so. That thereupon this deponent 
repaired to the spot where she had left her said husband, ana there found him 
standing at a little distance from the said negroes, there being near him the 
manager and the two overseers of the estate, and that she, this daponent, be- 
sought her said husband to go home, which he did. That this deponent saw 
nothing more of the revolted negroes, or any of them, on that day, or the day 
following. That on the day following, however, all the negro-men of the estate 
Le Resouvenir, having letl the same., and this deponent being exceedingly 
uneasy and alarmed at all that had occurred, was walking anxious and alone 
np and down the front gallery of her house, when it' occurred to her, that pro- 
bably. Anchey, a wontan of colour, living on Le Resouvenir, might be enabled 
to give her same information as to passing events, T^at previously to this, 
not a creature from whom she could obtain any information, had caUed at the 
house of her, this deponent. Thatshe, this deponent, sent for the said An^hey, 
and enquired of her if she knew what the people were doingi if she, Anchey, 
thought they were going to return home. That the said Anchey appeared to 
be quite a* ignorant as this deponent, whereupon this deponent expressed a 
wish that she should See Quamina or Bristol. That at the timA this wish wOi 
espressed, she, this deponent, was not aware that either the said Quamina or 
Bristol were even reputed rebcb, and that this deponent did not know this fact 
until after, her said husband Vas arrested and on his trial. That the onlj 
2B 



,, Cookie , 



194 

n^Ka thii depniMat h&d far wUing bi tee either the *bU QuaArina ar BrutiA 
wti, that thej were deacon* of her taid buRbaad'fcbapel, aod on tbat acconat 
abe kneiT them better than ahe di^ tb« ne^roesjn general. That tbii deponent 
then Trent to lie down, sot baviDjrdept anj port of the preceding night. That 
this deponent did not coniinuuicata to her »id huiband a tingle lyllaDfe of the 
coDTcmtion that pgued between her aod the uid Anchej t and that the, tbi* 
deponent, had not been, directi; or indirectlj, induced to niih to lee either 
the laid Quamioa or Bristol by her taid hutband, or by an; other perMm. hot 
that inch wi«h yia* etpreued b; her a* it aroie at the moioent. That on Wed< 
aesday the SOth of the lame Auguit, between Kvenaiid eight of the dock in 
the eveaing, whilit thit deponent wai in the Front gallery of her boinfc, her 
•aid husband wai in the hall, the laid Anche; came to thit deponent, and told 
ber, thii deponent, tbat Qiiainina bad come if the wanted to tea him. That 
at Ibat time a free woman, named Kitty Stewart, was litting on the ilepa at 
the back dour of her >aid boute. That it ia true, thit deponent did' reqneil 
the aaid Anchey to injite the laid Kitty Stewart to go home with her, and did 
tell the laid Kitty Stewart to go with the taid Ancheyi but that thia aroie 
entirely from the circumitance of the aaid Kittj «tewart aittiog alone on the 
laid itcps, apparently thoughtful. That the aaid Kitty Stewart and Ancbejr 
then went awa;, and ahortly after (he aaid Quamlna came to the back door. 
That thia deponent moat perfectly rememberi that the did not ihut the back 
duor. That the said Uuaraina accoated thia deponent in hit utnal manner, and 
before entering into any converaation with her, tbia deponent, he, tfle tnid 
Quamina, teeing thit deponent'a huaband aitline In the hall, taid he wonld go 
aod apeak to him. That the aaid Quaiojaa had croaaed the back 'gallery md' 
enlercil the ball, where deponent'* taid huiband waa titting. That thi* depn< 
neat followed him. That the cenreraation that patted^ on that occMton 
«..H-;„i„j I f :_: l: au^ l„^i«.u ^f u:_ i-l- «;j ri....ta.tB« . 



lorry and grieved to fad tlmt 
the ] eople had been ao foollib aid wicked and man, aa to be guHtyof rerolt- 
ing, Bitd hoped that he wai not concerned in itj to which the laid Qoamiiia 
madeoo.repl^i That thia deponent'a buaband then atked him where he had 
been all the lime, and where he had then come from ( upon wbick tiie laid 
Quamiua appeared confounded and abaihed, and without aniwering a anglD 
tyllable, aucTdenl; turned round and went away, hafing remained not mora' 
than tvFo or three rainutea. That upon tbe departnVe of the taid Quaniiaa, 
the deponent's huihand taid, 1 wonder what brought Quamina heit) thai 
eteoingt and then, for the firit time, thia deponent informed her aaid hndiand,' 
that she bad evpreated a with to Anchey to tee eitber'bim or Bristol. That 
her uid huaband told her.ahe waa very tuolith for ao doing, for that-fram the 
manner in which the aaid ttuamina had inddenly gone away, there wai oo 
taying but that he might be alto engaged in the revolt, and that if that wa#' 
the caae, he never witbed to tee him. Tbat thia deponent then became alarmed, 
' and might have told the little girl, Rlizaheth, who, tbit deponent knew, had 
leca the aaid Quamina in her hunae that evening, that die waa not to mention 
the circumttauce, and tbat if ahe did tbe wonid whip her. That if Uiii tkrttM 
waa made to the said Elizabeth, by her, thit deponent, it w4i withont the 
privity, content, or knowledge, of her aaid buabaitd. That thia deponent waa 
conveyed to town the followingday with her laid buiband, with whom Ae baa 
remained ever tince. 

(Signed) JaneSMtb. ' 

(Signed) 
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XI. 



ExtTod t^ a Letter from Mrs. Sndik, to the Secretary of ike London 
Musionari/ Society, dated Demerara, \Ztk Febrvart/, 1S24. 
During flie first fonrleen weeks of oar imprisonment, we were cootined id a 
ver; amKlI room, quite in the roof of Ihe house. This, with the want of clean 
linen, ft thing so aece&sar; for the preservation of heaiUi, and which it was im- 
pouible for us to get, (asihejwnnldnot ajlowas time to lake it, when we were 
dragged from our own house ; nor would thej permit anj tiling to be brou^t in 
or carried oat of tlie room in which we were, escept our food;) had just such an 
effect on Mr, Smith, as, 1 believe, our enemies desired. After the trkil, Mr. S. 



was removed to a very low, damp room in Ihe jail, where his disease gaii 
npon him in a mbst astonishing manner. ARer remaining there unljl all hope 
of recovery waa nearly extinct, he was removed into another room, where I 
fondly hoped for a few days' he was getting better, but soon found the lv>p« 
delusive. 

Myself and Mr. Smith were very dtsirons tbal Mrs. Elli6tt should be pemit- 
led to see hiro. and thought onr enemies would snrely comply wilh so small a 
request, if made by Mrs. Elliott herself; this she kisdly did, but it was not until 
die had been seven times to the Secretary's office, and thirteen or fuurteen days 
had elapsed, that penniaiion was given, and then only for one day ; bui Mn, 
Elliott finding Mr- S. so far gone, was determined to repeat her visils at the risk 
of being molesled. However, by this time, Mr. Smith's recovery was impassi- 
ble, and the slrictness of prison rule» was done away, Ihe door nf the room in 
which Mr. 5. was, was left opeoi and Mrs. Elliott had the adjoining room given 
np to her ; but it v/as loo late. 



XII. 

Account of Mr. Smith' t Death and Intervtent. 
Mr. Smith die<l on the 6tfa of Febnmry, 1824, twenty minntes after on» 
o'clock in the morning. Mrs. Sinith, Mrs. Elliott, and Mary Chisliulm, a free 
black woman, being present. 

Mr.' Padmore, the keei>er of the jail, was immediately informed of the event, 
came to view the bcdy, and then went to inform the governor, agreeably to the 
orders he had previonsly received. He returned about eigbl or nine o'clock, 
and said thai the Oovernment Secretary (who is a son of the governor's) would 
be with thetn shortly ; but he not arriving so soon as was expected, and theji 
bearing nothing from him, Mr. Smith's friends gave orders to a Mr. Adams, to 
•ntfce the coffin. Alter which, abont one or two o'clock, a person came, who said 
he waa tent by Mr. Murray, the Government Secretary, for the same purpose ; 
bnt be was inarmed that orders had been previously '^iven. and that the coffin 
was expected at tlirec o'clock ; and it was brongfal accordingly. 

About five in the afternoon, bis Honor, the Srst Sscaal camr, and desired Mrs. 
Emitb and Mrs. Elliott to retire into The next room, and iofurmed Mrs. Smith 
that ^e wonld be required to give her evidence respecting the cause of her hos- 
Inuid's death., Mrs, Elliot replied, Hiat it wonld be imjiossible for Mrs. Smilb 
to do that on so short a notice. His Honor asked, what time wonld be re- 
quired? Mrs. Elliot answered, nnti I tO' morrow. He rejtiined, "It must be 
giveii to-day." Mrs. Smith then requested, that siie might be allowed to'reitlain 
in the room where the corpse lay." "If you can command yonr feelings, 
madam, you may," was his reply ; which wa-< uttered in a harsh and forblddhi^ 
manner. Mrs. Smilh then xaid, ^e would endeavour to onmniand ber feelings, 
and was pemillted 1o stay. 

2B2 
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Hii Honor wm toon fuUowed by twa mcmberi of the Coart of Policj, two 
membcn of the Coaft-or Jostice, the two Colonial Secretaries, five medic^ 
genllemeD, and several other persons. 

They proceeded to reci^^iuze the person of Mr. Smith ; and then proposed 
qnestioDS to the medical gentlemen who attended him in prisoji — doctors 
Chapman and Webster— respecting tbe nalnre oflils disease, and the causes of 
his death ; they agreed that it was pnlmunary. 

Doctor Cbapman, after stating tiie nature of Mr. Smitlt's disease, and tho 
stale In which he found him when Grsl called to give his attendance, added, that 
tho lowneas of the room in which he was conBned during the first seven weeks, 
of his imprisonment, and its dampness, occasioned b; the h&vy rains, the water 
standing nnder it, and Iho openness of the boards, some uf which were a 
quarter of an inch apart, had contributed to (be rapid progress of the disease ; 
and Dr. Webster confirmed this opinion. But, when Ibe deposition of Dr. C. 
was read over to him, it was found to be so different from Ibu statemeat he had 
made, that ho repeatedly refused to sign it ; and, at length, it was determined 
that what Dr. C. bad stated respecting the room, should he omitted. It should 
here he remarked, that Dr. Chapman had declared, on bis visits to Mr, Smith, 
that unleu the floor and tbe windows were allerc<l, Mrs. Smith's indisposition 
would certainly increase. 

The fiscaal then addressed himself to Mrs. Smith, and asked her, what she 
considered to have been the causes of Mr; Smith's death ? She replied, that lie 
bad been for some time past in a very delicate slate of health ; but that the false 
•iccDsatiODS which bad been brought against him, the cruel persecutions he had 
endured, and his long imprisonment, had no doubt 'hastened his deatli. The 
wordb, "false aocnsations, and cruel persecutions," were Y'ejec ted with vehe- 
mence; and one of the mombera of the Court of Policy said, it was not Mrs. 
Smith's opinion they wonted, but the cause of bis death. 

The fiscaal then asked Mrs. S. by whom he had been dieted and nursed for 
the last month r she answered, by me, and Mrs. Elliott. Sbe was then asked, 
how Mr. Padmore, the jailor, had behaved to Mr.' Smith ? she replied, " he has 
treated Mr, Smith and myself witli tbe greatest kindness. 

The flscaal then said to Mrs. Elliott, " I suppose you found no difficulty in 
't obtaining leave to visit Mr. Smilh I" Mrs. Elliott answered, " I applied for a 
** fortn^bt together, and went seven times to tho Secretary's office, before per- 
" mission was granted." 

Mrs. Elliott was then asked by the fiscaal, wbftt she bad to say respecting 
Mr. Sipith's death ? she replied, "Nothing." The fiscaal added, "Madam, yon 
" are r^nired by this meeting, and you must give your evidence." Mrs. E, 
replied, " I do not consider this a, legal meeting, and do not feel bound to an- 
" swer any questions." The fiscaal said, " Do not you know that I have tho 
" arm of power, and can oblige you to speak; bat I should be sorry to be pat 
" to tbe painful neces^ty of so doing." Mrs. E. then said, " I should be sorry 
" to oblige you, Sir, to do any thing repugnant to your feelings j but if you did, 
" I should still resist." 

Fiteaal, What are your reasons for not answering my questions? — Strt. 
ElUolt. " If I give evidence, it will be the same as Mrs. Smith s, which was not ' 
" admitted ; therefore, it will be useless to repeat it."— FUeml. " Will yon sub- 
" stantiate the statement ^ven by Mrs. Smilh, respecting tbe dieting and 
" nnreing of Mr. Smith, and the conduct of Mr. Padmore?" Mrs. Ellio(t an- 
swered, ^e had no objection to corroborate what Mrs, Smith, bad said on those 

The several depositions being sworn to, tho meeting broke up. 

Between eight and nine o'clock in the evening, Mr. Thompson, tho second 
faead-conslabtc, came to the prison, and (old Mrs. Smilh and Mrs. Elliott, (bat 
lie wa6 ordered to inform them, that he shouM come at four o'clock next morn- 
ing, to demanit the bpdy of Mr. Smith for interment. Mrs. Elliott then en- 
quired, why they were not permitted (o bury Mr. S. at ten o'clock, as they 
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Intended? %he asked, also, Wbetlier any persons would be allowed to follow the 
corpse? be angwered, No. Mrs. Elliott asked,' Whotber Mrs. Smilh aodlierself 
were included in that prohibition ? lie replied, Ve»-- Mrs. £. asked, From whom 
liereceived his orders? he answered. From His Excellency. -Mrs. E. then said, 
" Is it possible, that General Murra; can wish to prevent a poor widow fron^ 
" following her husband to the grave ? Surelj, thej do not luean to pursue (Ijeir 
" persecutions to the grave, as Uiey havo done to death!" And she added, "If 
" Mrs. Smith ^ill go, I will go with her; we are not prboners ; we may gp 
" where we plqase," He replied, "It is probable there will be soldiers tliero, 
" and something unpleasant maj occur ; and, therefore, I advise you not to go." 
Mrs. Smith then exclaimed, iu a loud and frantic voice, " General Murray shall 
" not prevent my following my husband to the grave, and I will go in spile of 
" all ho can do." 

Mr. Thompson, finding they were go determined, saiil, " I must go to His 
" Excellency again." He accordingly left them, and shortly afler returned, and 
(as they were informed,) told a gentleman in the prison-yard, that if Ibey 
attempted to follow the corpse, he had orders to contine them ; and bc^ed he 
would inform them, as he would gladly avoid any violence. The gentleman 
referred to, did make this commnnication ; and (hey determined, as there was 
no order to prevent their leaving tho prison, to meet the corpse at the grave. 

They, therefore, left the jail at half past three o'clock in the morning, dark as 
, it was, Bcoompanied only by a free black man, wiUi a lanthura ; and proceeded 
to the burial-place, where they beheld the mournful spectacle ; a beloved hos- 
band, and a dear friend, committed to Ibe silent grave. The funeral service 
was read by the Rev. Mr. Austin. 

Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Elliott are ready to confirm this statement by oath. - 



XIII. 
On Tuesday, Amil \3y ISSi, the following Petition teas pre' 

sented to the House of Commons, by Sir J. Mackintosh : 

To the Honorable the Comnlons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain,. . 
and Ireland, in Parliament aiserabled, < 

The humble PETITION of the Treasurer, Secretary, and Directors of 
" THB LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY" 

SaEWETH— That your petitioners are the Officer* of a Society, established 
ID I79fi, including Clergymen and Members of the Established Church, and 
Ministers and Laymen of different denominations among Protestant Dissenters. 
' That " the lole object of that Society is to spread the knowledge of Christ 
among Heathen ajid other unenlightened nations." 

That to accomplish their objecti the Society send pious and self-denying 
men to those regions where the population need religious instruction; and at 
an expense eireediiig 30,00Uf. per annum to support those Missionaries, 
amidst labours which pure benevolence only can induce them to sustain, and 
which hnOian praise never can repay. 

That the Cbristian motives which prompt those exertions render the Society 
most circumspect as to the characters of the persons whom they depute j and 
that they might refer with cordial satisfaction and devout gratitude to nian^ 
of their Missionaries, some of whom have, under the blessing of Gad, dvi- . 
lised barbarians and evangelised the idolatrous ; whilst other liave, by their 
literary laboors, especially in the translation of the Uoh Scriptures, reflected , 
honor on their coi^ntry, and become the benefactors ot^^ large portions of the 

That the Dutch-ceded Colony of Demerara was selected in the ^ear 1807 for 
a Missionary Station, at the request of respectable persons resident therein, 
and because tbe n^lected state of a large slave population excited tiieir cuin- 
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paiitoD I foi tbeir judgment hu been lioce confirnwd Ny uncial docnmenli, 
ithicii declared Llut " Catechiiti and I'eicben" were " required, tu initruct 
U»t papulatioD in the dcmeDlarr prinripiei nf the Chriatiaa Faith." 

Thai DOtvithiUnding tlri» declu-atlun from Ihe hirheit authnrit; in the C»>- 
Iuh}, ipecial ciri-iimitancei cunneirted with Deoierara nave rendered the diitiei 
of Miniunariei there peculisrljr ardiioui and iKrplexing, and have occaiiuned , 
difficultiM *rhich no other Weit-lndian Coloniei in an eiiuaj decree preieni. 
But many of tboie Db*taclei were lurnKHiiited bj a.".paii(:at contiouauce in 
itell doing i" and Chapelt have been bi|iil where nuineroui congregalioni 
nf Ke^roei auembled for public worship, and thoie leuoni of Religion, and* 
mora^ and civH subordination, were iniciibed oo their raenlurie* and their 
hearlf, which many and long-cnntinued suffering* have been unable to efface. 

In the end of 1816 the Rev. Jo hh Smith wns gent to Demer^ra. Hi> itaLjoa 
na* at a Chapel in the Plantation called Le Retotteemr, on the eastern coait. 
A confidence in his excellent principle*, and ulher qualifications, led the So- 
ciety to lelect him for that appointment. But this estimate of hit worth and 
fitness did not induce them to omit those eipecial instructions and cantiont 
vrfatcb their ordinary re(;u[atioiis, and a conviction of the difficulties conaecled 
with that itatiun, especiallj' required. The followiag in struc lions were IIlm^- 
fore given !^ 

" In Iht ditehnTgt of your Mittionary daiy ymt ttucy mttt with £0it»Uiet 
tUmoa petuliar to the Wetl-InilUi er Colmiet. where ilavet are emphiyrd in tie 
eulttire of the eat-tk and other lalieriout enpioymmte. Same of the gentlemat 
<mho men the ettatet, the mattert of the ilavei, art ui^riendhf to their iiulruetiom ; 
at Uatl, they are jealoue lett, bv any mitmBnagement on tht part <:f tie Miu^oa^ 
ariet, or muuaderilanding on toe part of the JVfjgTOM, the public pemee and fl^fy 
ehomd be endimgertd. Yov muit take the utmoit core to prevem the pouimliti/ 
of ihie evil ; not a leord mutt eteape yov, ia pitUie or private, vUck tiiight render 
the tlavet ditpleamd urith their matteri or diiiatiified vith their tlalion. You are 
not tent to relieve them from their lennle condition, but to afford them the conio- 
lalioiu of religioti, ttnd to evfarce vpan them the neceitftj tf being ' nJyect nU 
only for Krath but for eoiueience taie.' Romans xiii. vi.( lPe+erii.19. 75« 
/fMjr Gotpti you preach tdll reaiUr the tlavet toko receive it the more diiigent, 
faiUfwl, patunt, and vi^al leroaati ; fciil render tetert diuipiine vmiiteettary, 
wtd make them the moit nalaablr tervantt on the ettalei; and tmu gen mil reeom- 
mend j/oteritlf and your aatiittry even to thote Gentlemen toho may hate been 
tnerie from the religioui inHituUion of the Negroes. We are wdl atntred thiU 
thi» Aajomr tffttt hat already been produced in many inetanttt; i ' 
taill be the Kmored ' . ^ . . 



it of producing maia/ n 

To thoK Instniclions your petitioners believe, that the Rev. John Smilii 

paid duteous and willing respect, aUhough many act* of (inkindttets towards 

Aimself, and of illegal reitrtctiuo and harshness towudi the Negroc* who 

attoodnl on his Ministry, rendered implicit and nniform obedience no easy 

UA.. la thU situation, surrounded bj difficulties, which Chrisliaa Hintttcfi 

in Enrland have never known, and which exist in an equal decree perhaps in 

no other West-lndiaji Colonj, the Rev. John Smith continued nit humble anl 

, indefatigable ministry untilAugust last. Incessant occusatioji in an unhealthy 

' climate nod in the-mean time much impaired the beakb of Mr. Smith, and 

medkal advisers had prescribed his speedy return Jo EnropCi or hii removal 

to a more salubrious air ; and that advice, for the ptcaervation of hit life, he 

intended to obey. ' 

But in Aueurt taat events eccurted which interrupted the eieculMin of that 
purpose, wad haTe pressed him down prematurely to the grave. On Aogutt 
ISth there was a commolioo on several plantations on the £aslern coast: the 
slaves on the plantation where Mr. Smith resided, and several slave* parlicv- 
Jarly connected with hit chapel, were engaged in that commotion, tt ^peart 
jto have been rather a riotous assenTlilage than a planned rebellion f and wilbi* 
*\eis((s)K days it waa easily sttpprtstud. .Many hegroes.were Aot and liMged. 
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V - J - ' ^*"'" t" , . . 

i> White mm wm vomnUrilj' taken awa; by them. 

Supplianb, rather than acfuieri, ^our petilioBen do not deiire to deTe)op« 
the remote or immediate (Mumi ot aii event which the; deplore < But the;, 
upon the iofornialion commuiiicalad to them, humblj rabinit, that pedifiar 
and uonairaittable cruelliet toward* the ilavei — that Sunda; labour* iKeplly 
compelled — that capriclou* interruptions and impediments Ihrinni in the waf 
of their religious duties — and eipeciali; that a lung and inexplicable dela; to 
promulgate the direcliuna tranatnilteii trom Hii Uajettj'i Government hror- 
able to the Negro population, and nell known amonzit them to haTc arriTed, 
were causes sufficient to account for the eff^t. At tne cumraeneement of the 
coiumotiun. Martial Law was proclaimed, and a non-descript Martial Law waa 
cuntiaued nut odIj far days or fur weeks, but for HTeral muntbi, after all 
commotion had subsided, and until the Idth of January la*L 

Tbit sad, though brief disturbance, appears to' four petitioners to ha*e af- 
forded an uppor tuoltv forthe manifestation of the adrerse and injuriousfeelinpt 
of loanj Calonistt, directed equally a^aiiMt the efforts of Religious Societies — 
against the paternal purposes of a Gracious King, and against the recorded 
desire of the British Parliament, to mitigate the sufferings of Uie Negro popu- 
lation, and to jmproie their conditions By means which Christian initrnction 
and education might supply. But those objects of iHspleafare to the Colonists 
were distant and macceaiiblet and it was on Mr, Smith, an ianocent and un* 
protected vietim, that they chiefly poured the torrent of their wnth. Tv 
your petitioneri also it appears, after deliberate and careful ia'qoirj, that Biv 
llfajesty's Lieulenaut-Governor allowed the sejitiments of thvie persoof to 
operate on his conduct — and that he has already been persaadea into acta 
which Tour petitioner* ever mast lament. 

On tBe Slst of August, Mr. Smith was taken from hi* honse) hii priraW 
Journal and aU his papers were seised : and, not withstand inj; his ill heattb, he 
was kept closely imprisoned, prohibited fruni all intercourse with hi* friends, 
pTeclud«d from curricsf)on<^nce with this Society, and exposed to Mieti 
treatment as is unknown t^ English prisoners, whatever be their crime*. — 
Martial Law was eontinned, and hn imprisooraent endured i nor was it titi 
October the IJth.aperiodof nearly two moDtbs, that his trial was br^un. AU 
these proceediugs were by the Special Order of his Excellency the Lieutenant' 
Governor and ComtBander-in>Chief. AgaiostHr.Sraitb, on histrial, appeared 
the Colonial Fiscal, a* bj* accuser) amobg Iheidcerf who composed the Court 
was Mr. Wray, Pre*ident, or priDdpaJ.]udgeaf the Colonial Court of Justice, 
introduced as a military officer. The charges were four, and are already 
among the paper* laid on the taMe of yonr Honorable House. 

Of Diose chaige* your Honorable House will form its judgment ; but your 
petitioner* are advited, that they are charges not imputing any offence legally 
cp^isable, by the Court to which they were submitted— charge* which nv 
British Tribunal, civil ))r military, could lawfully entertain, and whirb, if they 
involved any Tiolation of the r>olonial Laws, should by those laws alone ha-re 
been tried and determined, llie long interval between the apprehension and 
trial of Mr. Smith had been zealously employed in finding matter of accusation 
against himt the trial of some slave* had he^ proceeded in, and means bad 
been taken to prevail cm tha*e slaves to become bisaccum^, in the hope of 
- preserving their lite*. Defences, which they neither wrote nor understood, 
were pat in a« their own, not exculpating themselves, bntaecnring Mr. Smith 
of Sriinei which no evidence had supported) and imputations, which only 
party-spirit could in jent, were iadustnousi j circulated. Alter atl these inve*' 
tigatioBt ) after the puMicctioB of the entries uiade by Mr. Snilh in hi* pti- ' 
vate Journal of hi* feelings and his thoughts ( and after all the calummei 
which Uie Colonial Pre** could circulate, there appeared not any credible evi- 
d«MCQ even to support tbotecfaaive* that wer« to anomalous and (trange. It 
waa, hawever, by a Coart-Hartiat that he wo* tried, and ef higtt-trMMn b* 
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'vu lodirectlf acCDWd, without anj of ihaKpVotectloni agalailthat accucS' 
tioo which not odIj the merciful )>wi of Englaad, butsven the ColoDial tawi 
themtetre*, ■applied. He wai tried bj a Court-Mart iai, and the evidence 
oftlaTea wm Ihereb; inlroduced. The auiitasce of an Adtocate to tpeak on bia 
'hebalf wailherebj' refaied, and the mean* of appealiug' from an uojoit aen- 
lence were Ibcrebj preclnded. Of the evidence giTen on (his trial a judgment 
will be formed b; your Honorable Houte i but to jour petitioner! it bai ap- 
peared thatmucbof that te*tin)onjwa»trulyfrivolou«, and that the remainder 
affixe* neither to the motiyei nor to the conduct of Mr. Smith any political or 
moral |;uilt. During the progren of the trial, iifipartiality wai not prcMrved, 
and hear-my evidence WM received againtt Mr. Smithi while be wat hot allowed 
to produce the tame speciei of evidence in hii defence. For *ii: week*, from 
October 13 to November 34, the tibial of Mr. Smith, itruggliag with a dire 
disorder, wh prolonged. And at length a aenlence wai pronounced, which 
found him guilty of the chargei, but with certain exception*, which not only 
attenuate, but nullify lome of thoie chargeii and ai to all the chargci, be 
was recommended to mercy— a* though any mercy coold be deiervM by > 
man, and Uiat man a Minister of Peace and of Religion, who, amid atlaye 
population, had really abuied faiffaig-h and rig hteona office, and had really 
excited that population to treaion againit the Slate. 

After that finding, and auch recominendatiiin to mercy, and after sucb trial 
by luch Tribunal, and with hii knowledge of the malady which the confioe- 
meut and suffering! of Mr. Smith had greatly increased, your petitioner* 
would have expected that Hrs Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor would 
nadily have maniftsled the mercy it had been judged fit to recommend, 
and by allowing; Mr. Smith to leave the Colony would nave preserved liit life. 
But your petitioners have with grief to itale, that His Excellency preferred 
to order Mr. Emith to confiaement in the common prison, and to traasmit 
the proceedings to England, for the coniideration and ultimate decision of 
his Majesty Ihereon- 

On the peruial of those proceedings. His Majesty's Government thonght 
proper to remit the punishment of death ; but they appear to your petitioners 
to have given an approval of the finding of the Court, fay directing that Mr. 
Sniitb should be dismissed the Colony, andshoald enter into recognizances 
never to return. 

Your petitiftners can conceive, and can respect motives which may have 
induced a decision diiappointinff to their hopes) but all the information they 
faaye collected, and all the lesar opinions thej have obtained, tend to confirm 
their belief, not only of the legal, hut perfect moral ioBOcenee of Mr. Smith, 
and that the proceedings against bim were as unconititutional as incorrect. 
In this judgment they are supported by communications from the Colony, 
which evidenced that the effect of Christian principle andChristian instruction, 
bad been never more benignly mauifestea than in the proceedings of the 
slaves, even during the commotion — by th^ir abstinence from the outrages 
usual on I'uch occasions, and by their declaration! that they were taught not 
to take away human life. The testimony of Mr. Afrindell, the ndvising 
Advocate of Mr. Smith, and of the Rev. Mr. Austin, the Government Chap- 
lain to the Garrison, and a Minister of the Established Church, to this effect, 
are contained in the following extracts from their letters. The former of 
whom had stated — 

'' Jl it almott prtttimpltioutiji tnt to di^ from the lentenee if a Cowl ; b^, 
befor^e Ood, I th bthme Mr. Smtk to be tnnocent ; nay, 1 mil go ftirihtr, and 
i^ an^ Mimtter tif taty uct whatever, to have ihewa a more Jait^l attention 
to hie taered Aaiet than he hat been proved, by the evideRce on hit trial, to havt 

While ,the latter, in a private letter to a friend, had written — 
" / feel no heritation in declaring, from the intimate hnowledga which my 
vioit mxiotu inqtariet have obtained that in the late lemtrge whi^ the hand 
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of an All-wiu Cnaivr has inflteUd on tkit ill-fated toimlty, nolAntf hil tkou , 
rehgiciu imprtnioni Kkick under Prtmdenee Mr. Smith haw been tiMnaHenlal 
ill ^cing—nothtttg but thoit prindpUt of (Ac Gotptl tf Ptact which he hat 
been praclaiiaing, etmld hare prevtnttd a dreadfal effveion if blood here, and 
tavid the liva^thoKvergpeitoiitwkoareiiow(I ihadder to write it) leeUng 
hil life." 

In Iheie their diiappointmentj and coDctudoni, &l»o, joar petitioncn have 
been further unctioned by vast Dumlien of their couatrjipen of all religious 
•kDumiDatiom, and %bo partiike their lorrow and turpViae. 

Wilb aucb coDvictioDi therefore— justice and Dicrc; — juitlce to their in- 
jured MiiiioDarj, and mercy to all other HiHionafiei and £ngliibineii 
throDgbuut the world, did not allow jour petitioaera to neglect aoj appro- 
priate meani to obtain not merely a remiision, but a reTcrial of hii Malence 
aud Ills thorough acquittal of all guilt. 

" r petitioners had Hccordin'gTy informed Mr. Smith of their i*illiugtieii to 
all means in their puner in luppoftiagan appeal against the i^teoce, 
... .le think fit to hiake oue. A Memorial tu aia Majeity'i Government 
bad alio heea prepared, and legal . proceedings against Bis Ezcellencj the 
Lieuteuant-GoTernor and the Com tuander-in Chief Hi Dei&erara had beeu 
advised. 

But many of their wishes have been ended, and they haTC been filled with 
anguith by intelligence that on the 6th February last (before the decision of 
the GoTeroment could have arrived) such injuries and' such impriwinment had 
accelerated the desolationi of diseaie, [hat death had liberated the luBrrer 
from the Prison House, and that the name of another Martyr had been i 
iutcribed on the record* of the Chrittiau Churrh. 

tinder thete circumstances, lo the Parliament of their country your potl- 
tioners prefer their couiplainL They perceive that it is not merely the 
memory of Mr, Smith, nor tbe relief of his nidow, that is inv dved in Iheiie 
traniactiaiis i bnt that they involve the security of those who sunive in every 
Colony, and many important ijuestioDS UDivcrsallj ibteretting of CoDstitu- 
tional right. Neiv ^abliahments in the West-Indian .Colonies for the educstioo 
and religious nelfare of the slave* ere also at taat wilely proposed, and npw 
asiurancea, therefore, become needful for their protection, and for the pro- 
tection of all Christian Hissioniriei who now labour, aod who may hereafter 
labour in those ungenial and Ion ^-neglected landa. And to your petitionera 
it appears that redress for the ev>ls that are past, as well ai the present pro- 
tection and future security they seek, can by your Honourable Bouse be best, 
or alone bestowed. 

Your petitioners therefore pray, that your Honourable House will institute 
tuch inijuiriei, or direct or adopt such measures, as may best tend to 
obtain Ine revisiou or rescindtneut uf the sentence passed on Mr. ^mith ( 
and also will adopt such measures aa shall insure needful prote'ction tu 
Christian Missinuaries in every part of the Britiah empire throughout the 
vmrldg and will afford luch further relief at ahall teem meet tu the 
humanity, wisdom, andjuaticcwfyuur Honourable Bouse. 
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